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I t  b eg an  e a r ly  and  w ithout any  night r e a l ly  b e fo re  i t .  T he  p lane  

w as  la te  leav in g  D a lla s ,  and I w as  s le e p le s s  on it .  We r e a c h e d  N ationa l 

A i r p o r t  a  l i t t l e  b e fo re  7 :00.

A s I w a lk ed  in to  the second  f lo o r  of the White H ouse, I p a u se d  

a  m o m e n t  ou ts ide  L yndon 's  doo r,  w anting to go in  and y e t  th inking the 

u n k in d e s t  thing I cou ld  do would be to d e p r iv e  h im  of any  30 m in u te s  

o r  m o re  of s le e p  he cou ld  get. So I tum bled  in to  m y  own b ed  and 

g ra te fu l ly  s le p t  l ike  a  s tone  u n ti l  c lo se  to 10:00 and  then up to put on 

the b la c k  s i lk  d r e s s  I h a d  bought in  F e b r u a r y  an d  n e v e r  yet w o rn ,  having 

in  the b a c k  of m y  m in d  w hen I  bought i t  the g r im ,  unacknow ledged  thought 

th a t  I  m ig h t  need  a  b la c k  d r e s s  fo r  a  fu n e ra l .

I  found Lyndon in  the h a l l  deep  in c o n v e rsa t io n  w ith  B il l  F u lb r ig h t .  

A lre a d y  the nex t s te p  la y s  upon h im . I he lp ed  L uc i find so m e  c lo th e s ,  

an d  then  we w e re  off - -  Lyndon and  L u c i  and  I - -  tak ing  the S en a to r  

w ith  us to the N ationa l C a th e d ra l .

,B i s h o p  C re ig h to n  and B ishop  M oore  m e t  us  a t  the d o o r .  And I 

m u s t  a dmi t  even  in  th a t  t im e  and  p lace  I thought of th e i r  v a r io u s  p e r s o n a l  

c o m m e n ts  about u s  - -  Lyndon and  c iv i l  r ig h ts  - -  L uc i and  R om an  

C ath o lic ism .  D ean Saye r  w as not th ere . B ut about 2, 000 m o u rn er s  - -  

an d  I m e a n  the w o rd  l i t e r a l l y  - -  w e re .  T h e re  w as  a lovely  se n te n c e  - -  

a  c h e e r in g  se n te n c e  - -  u s e d  by  one of those  who spoke. "W e a r e  v a s t  

com pany , we f r ie n d s  of A d la i  S tevenson . " A lthough  ^it a p p e a r s  o v e r

■ I
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an d  o v er  in  the s to r i e s  abou t h im  that h is  l ife  w as fu ll  of d isa p p o in tm e n ts , ̂  

I  c a n  n e v e r  r e a l ly  a c c e p t  tha t.  He enjoyed  life  too m uch . He c o n tr ib u te d  

too m u ch  fo r  m e  to r e a l ly  think of h im  a s  a  m a n  of d isa p p o in tm e n ts .

In  the v a s t  v a u lte d  C a th e d ra l ,  a  c a s k e t  d ra p e d  w ith  a  flag  - -  

no  f lo w e rs  c lo se  by  - -  looked v e ry  s m a l l  and  lonely . To m e  the 

C a th e d ra l  i s  in e sc a p a b ly  cold, and  y e t  th e re  w as  m uch  tha t w as 

b e a u t i fu l ly  f i t t in g  - -  the A nthem , " L e t  us  now p r a i s e  fam ous m e n " ,  an d  

m o s t  of a l l ,  "T he  B a tt le  Hym n of the R ep u b lic"  - -  "Mine eyes  have  se e n  

the  g lo ry  of the com ing  of the L o rd " .  And that l ine  about "As he d ied  

'■ to m a k e  m e n  holy le t  us die to m ake  m e n  f r e e " ,  no doubt fa l l in g  in to

: e a c h  o n e 's  h e a r t ;  w ith  i t s  v a r io u s  shade of m ean ing . .

r ;T he eulogy w as  del iv e r e d  by Judge C a r l  McGowan - -  one of 

A d la i 's  c lo se  f r ie n d s  - -  I  th ink  one tim e  a  law  p a r tn e r .  And though i t  

la c k e d  the e loquence  tha t A dlai h im s e l f  had  im p a r te d  to the m e m o r i a l  

fo r  W inston  C h u rc h il l ,  th e re  w as  one line  I  p a r t i c u la r ly  loved  — " F o r  

o u r  b ig g e s t  s ta k e s  we put f o rw a rd  our  b e s t ."

I  know m a n y  m in d s  w e re  going b ack  to Adl a i  s tand ing  in  the

pu lp it  of tha t  C a th e d ra l  so few m onths  ago d e l iv e r in g  h is  eu logy on 

W in s to n  C h u rc h i l l .  W atching Lyndon next to m e - -  h is  face  w e a ry ,  

g ra v e n ,  knowing how he had  l iv ed  with th is  s in ce  the new s c a m e  on 

W e d n e sd a y  an d  how m u c h  fu n e ra ls  d r a in  h im . I  w ished  I could  r e a c h  

out m y  h an d  and  c o m fo r t  h im . . ..
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And then  i t  c lo s e d  v e r y  a p p ro p r ia te ly  w ith  the "N ationa l 

A n th em " , an d  we w e r e  w alk ing  down the i s le  beh ind  the fam ily, see in g  

f l e e t in g ly  the d e so la te  face  of M a r ie t ta  T r e e  and the f ran k ly  w eeping  

f a c e  of  o u r  good f r ie n d  Anna Hoffman,*of B ill  Benton, B il l  B la i r  - -  the 

w hole  a s s e m b la g e  of d ip lo m a ts .  Down in  f ro n t  we spoke to the fam ily .  

M r s .  Iv es  w as  so v e r y  sw ee t say ing  that Lyndon h a d  done ev e ry th in g  

f ro m  the beg inn ing . I m u r m u r e d  w o rd s  to the th re e  sons - -  A dla i, J r .  , 

John  F e l l ,  an d  th e i r  two m o s t  a t t r a c t iv e  w ives , and  the younger one, 

B o rd e n .  And then  w e pu lled  a s id e  to l e t  the fa m ily  go by an d  r e tu rn e d  

to the W hite H ouse .

I w en t im m e d ia te ly  to bed  fo r  a  d e lic io u s  nap of th re e  h o u r s .

And then w aking up I  h a d  a  v e r y  se lf - in d u lg e n t  luncheon of a  f r i e d  egg, . 

b a c o n  and  c o f fe e  a t  4:30 in  the a f te rn o o n  - -  s h e e r  luxury . And then  

s e v e r a l  good h o u rs  of w o rk , signing  m a i l  and au tog raph ing  m any , 

m a n y  p ic tu r e s ,  p ick ing  lo o se  ends  w ith  A shton  and  L iz  and  a  good 

ta lk  w ith  L ynda . H e r  n am e  i s  "G ypsy" on th is  t r ip  w ith  the S e c re t  

S e rv ic e .  O rd in a r i ly  h e r  n am e  is  "V elve t" .  L u c i 's ,  "Ven u s ". . M ine, 

" V ic to r ia " .  I  like  a l l  of them  but m in e .   And the c e n te r  of o p e ra t io n s  

a t  the R anch  is  c a l led ,  "V olcano" . I con tend  that the S e c re t  S e rv ic e  

d o n 't  lack p o e t ry  o r  im ag in a tio n , a lthough  I  am  s o r r y  about th e i r  ; 

v e r d ic t  of m e .  ' ,
-I.
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I sought ou t Lu ci who w as in the S o la r iu m  w ith  P a t .  H e 's  found 

a  job in  W ash ing ton  and  is  spending  the s u m m e r  h e r e ,  and  he and  L uc i 

a r e  to g e th e r  co n s ta n tly .  But in  a  happy fash io n  - -  quite  d if fe re n t  f rom  

h e r  f i r s t  two s to rm y  ro m a n c e s .  She is  now on top of the w o rld ,  a  l a r k ,  

a  s p r i t e  - -  s o m e t im e s  v e r y  in tu it ive ,  deep ly  fem in in e  and  quite  m a tu re .  

S o m e tim e s  f ly ing  off the hand le .

v Befor dusk I walked  a ro u n d  in  the b a c k  y a r d  - the South G rounds

I  shou ld  sa y  - -  and  s topped  by L y n d o n 's  office to u rg e  h im  to co m e  h o m e . 

On a  s u m m e r  evening  the m o s t  a t t r a c t iv e  p lace  in  the W hite H ouse 

to m e  is  the T ru m a n  B alcony . So I s e t t le d  down th e re  a s  the l ig h t  faded  

an d  phoned  Abe to d is c u s s  the u s u a l  a r r a y  of p ro b le m s  I save  f o r  h im .

And w h ile  I  w as  ta lk ing , Lyndon c a m e  in, p icked  up the phone a n d  a sk e d  

h im  if  he w o u ld n 't  com e down - -  he and  C a ro l  - -  and  have d in n e r  w ith  

u s .  Since i t  w as  a f te r  9: 00 i t ' s  no w onder  tha t they  had  a l r e a d y  had  

d in n e r .  B ut they  s a id  they w ould com e fo r  coffee. So the fo u r  of us  

s a t  out on the B alco n y  fo r  d in n e r  and  ta lk  of s e r io u s  im p o r t .  Lyndon 

w en t o v e r  p o s s ib le  people  fo r  A m b a s sa d o r  to the United N a tions .   He 

spoke of C la r k  C l i f fo rd  - -  w o n d erfu l  n e g o t ia to r .  And s u rp r i s in g ly ,  

of A r th u r  G o ldberg , a l s o  a w onderfu l n e g o t ia to r .  But does anyone 

e v e r  le a v e  the S uprem e  C o u r t?   Lyndon s a id  of G oldberg  tha t  h e ' s  the 

s o r t  of m a n  who w ould c r y  i f  he saw  an  old widow woman  and  so m e  ; 

h u n g ry  c h i ld re n .  He fe e ls  tha t quality  would be u se fu l  in  dea ling  w ith
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u n d e rd e v e lo p e d  c o u n tr ie s  and  p o o r e r  n a t io n s .   We s a id  in  un ison ,

"B u t w h a t of the A ra b s ?"  Lyndon thought we co u ld n 't  le t  anyone 

. • d ic ta te  to u s  — w h e th e r  a  Jew o r  a  C a tho lic  o r  a  p e r s o n  of w h a te v e r  

e thn ic  backg ro u n d , N egro  o r  w hat not, --. s a t  on the S uprem e C o u r t  

o r  any  o th e r  G o v e rn m e n t job.

A nd then he  ta lk ed  to A b e  about a  p lace  on the S uprem e C o u r t  

w hen  and  i f  th e re  w as  a  vacancy .  I t  m u s t  be O lym pus to any  la w y e r .

, . And Abe w as  m oved , qu ie t,  g ra te fu l .   C a ro l  w as  e n th u s ia s t ic .   C a r o l  - -  

tha t m o s t  p ro fe s s io n a l  of w om en - - b e l ie v e s  in  h e r  husband  lik e  a n  

o r d in a ry  h o u se  wife, ■

B e fo re  Lyndon le a v e s  th is  office I would like so m u c h  to s e e  . 

th a t  happen . I th ink  i t  w ould be a c r e d i t  to the C o u r t  and  th a t  we w ould  

be  the lo n e l ie s t  fo lks le f t  in  t im e  of tro u b le .

' Lyndon a sk e d  Abe to com e in  w ith  h im  an d  ta lk  w hile  he  s t a r t e d  

h is  m a s s a g e .   B ut it w as  no t long u n ti l  Abe e m e rg e d  on tip toe say ing  

th a t  h e  h a d  gone to s le e p  w hich  often  happens  - -  a  g r e a t  a r m o r  fo r  

h im .  So we s a id  goodnight w ith  a  s e n se  of a n em otiona lly  and  physica lly  

ex h au s tin g  d a y .

I thought of som e of the th ings tha t h a d  been  sa id  in  the h e a d l in e s  

abou t S tevenson  - -  " T h e  gentle  w it  and  the p o l i t ic a l  rough  h o u se .  The 

g r e a te s t ,  the b e s t  loved  l o s e r  in  the whole h i s to r y  of A m e r ic a n  p o l i t ic s .  

A dlai - -  the m a g n if ic e n t  f a i lu re ."  I  see  no s e n se  of f a i lu re  w h a te v e r .  .
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And th a t  w o rd  so im p o r ta n t  th e se  days in  p o li t ic s  - -  s ty le .  One 

H a r v a r d  p r o f e s s o r  m o u rn e r  h ad  sa id  he had  s ty le , tha t he h a d  p r e p a r e d  

the w ay  fo r  Kennedy.


