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I t b e g a n  w ith  an  a tta c k  on that A ugean s ta b le  -  m y  d esk .

In T e x a s , I h ad  r e c e iv e d  en v e lo p es  fro m  A shton , fu ll of m a i l  -  and  

w o rk ed  on th em , b u t no t enough, fo r  the wood w a s n 't  v is ib le  ^on m y  

d e sk  top. Spent a l l  m o rn in g  w ork ing  on i t ,  ex cep t fo r  two e x c u rs io n s  

to the g ro u n d  f lo o r  to g re e t  o u r w eek -en d  g u e s ts , the John  S te in b e c k s  

an d  the B illy  G r a h a m s  - both  of whom I 'm  d e lig h ted  to have -  b u t 

d i s s im i la r ,  to  s a y  the le a s t ,

. Lyndon h ad  a sk e d  them , we a r e  going to C am p D avid . S om e-
 

t im e s  I  don ' t know w h e th e r  his choosing  of p eop le  to g e th e r , i s  by  innocence

o r  b y  d es ig n . T hey  a r e  both  g r e a t  w o rk e rs  in  today’s v in ey a rd s ,  b u t to

r a th e r  d if fe re n t a u d ie n c e s , i t  s e e m s  t o  m e .

I  convoyed them  e ach  to the th ird  f lo o r  su ite , and  to ld  them

lu n ch , and  then  take, off to C am p D avid, w ould a l l  depend  on L y n d o n 's

w o rk  m o rn in g . E x c u sed  m y se lf  and  got b a c k  to  the  desk^ w ith  an

in te r lu d e  fo r  a  ta lk  on f in a n ces  w ith  L u c i -  how d iffe re n t those  c h ild re n

a r e  ab o u t m oney  - L ynda handles h e r s  so ca re fu lly , so w e ll a w a re  of

w hat e v e ry th in g  c o s ts ,  an d  can  lo o k  v e ry  n ice  in  a  d r e s s  th re e  y e a r s  o ld .

L u c i a d o re s  c lo th e s , buys so m an y  of them , h e r  m oney  v a n ish e s  lik e  snow

u n d e r  the T ex as  sun . And y e t . .." l  ju s t  d o n 't  have a  th ing  to  w e a r ,mother," she says, and it's true.  And last year's clothes are never quite right, for that butterfly. 
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It w as 3:30 b e fo re  we s a t  down to lunch , the S te in b eck s , the 

G ra h am s , and  Lyndon and  I. I  s t i l l  t ry  to give Lyndon a  cup of ho t 

b o u illio n  a h ea d  of tim e , w hen h e ‘s g o tten  th a t la te  -  and  I 'v e  g o tten  

p a s t  w o rry in g  w hat the g u e s ts  th ink , b e c a u se  the ty ra n t th a t ru le s  h is  

l i f e  i s  no t s o c ia l  c o r r e c tn e s s ,  bu t w ork .

: I  w as  dying to find  out w h at happened  to B illy  G ra h a m 's  

p ro p o se d  t r ip  to A lab am a . H adn’t r e a d  a  w o rd  ab o u t in  the p a p e r s ,  

a n d  I  knew  i t  w as a  b o ld , a c tu a lly  a  c o u rag eo u s  th ing to do, b e c a u s e  

h is  m e e tin g s  a r e  a lw ay s  c o m p le te ly  in te g ra te d . The te m p e r  and  

c lim a te  in  A lab am a , s in c e  h e  f i r s t  ta lk e d  abou t h is  t r ip s ,  in  A p r il ,  

h a s  b e e n  h o t, so I ju s t  a sk e d  h im  s o r t  of a  ten ta tiv e  q u es tio n  -  "W hat

’ 2 ,  ■■ ■ ' ■■ ' j  

have you b e e n  doing s in c e  I saw  you in  A p r il? "

; "W ell, I  w en t to A lab am a, " he sa id , "w h ere  I  h e ld  m e e tin g s  . j:

in  D othon and  M o n tgom ery , and  B irm in g h a m . " A nd on, an d  on he

w en t. T he s m a l le s t  m e e tin g  w as in  Dothon, 5000 - i t  d o e s n 't  seem  ,

to  m e th a t D othon h a s  any  m o re  peop le  than  that! A ll fu lly  

in te g ra te d , a l l  v e ry  p e ac e fu l - the l a r g e s t  w as 18 ,000 , w ith  n o t an  

in c id e n t, n o t a  r ip p le , so m e tim e s , he s a id  " th e re  w as ev en  a  fee lin g  

am ong  h is  h ig h ly  o rg a n iz e d  peop le  who ru n s  h is  c ru s a d e s ,  th a t the 

w h ite  people m ad e  a  c o n sc io u s  a tte m p t to  s i t  b e s id e  a  n e g ro . "  He s a id  

the lo c a l  p a p e rs  c a r r i e d  the s to ry , w ith  fu ll p lay , a l l  ex ce p t the  D othon 

3  p a p e r ,  w hich  i s  v e r y  h o s ti le .   T h e re  the TV h e lp ed  h im  - w ith widê

c o v e ra g e  -"b u t h e r e  co m es  the  q u es tio n  m a rk " ,  he sa id .  T h e re  w as
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p ra c t ic a l ly  no th ing  tak en  up on the n a tio n a l w ire  abou t i t ,  I  h a d  n o t seen

one w o rd  ab o u t i t  h e re  in  W ashing ton . Lyndon a c c u s e s  m e of n e v e r

re a d in g  the p a p e r s .  I t 's  t ru e ,  I don ' t s c o u r  them  lik e  he d o e s ,  b u t I

h a d  n o t r e a d  ev en  one l i t t le  n o tic e . W hat s tra n g e  c o m m e n ta ry  on the

ta s te  of th is  d ecad e , th a t a  s u c c e s s  s to ry  is  no t h ew s, if  i t  h a d  b ee n  a

m a rc h  o r a  r io t ,  i f  som ebody  had  even  got a  sk inned  knee, th e re  w ould

hav e  b e e n  a  h e a d lin e . If we w an t to c u re  o u rse lv e s  of so m e of the  '
-;w ould be

s tra n g e  s ic k n e s s e s  th a t b e s e t  u s  in  th is  ag e , one good m e d ic in e /  to  m ake 

a  s u c c e s s  s to ry , an  a ch ie v e m en t, r e a l  new s on  the ra d io  and  TV . ■

He h ad  a lso  b een  to C an ad a , B illy  G raham  had , to A lb e r ta ,

. w h ich  i s  a s  b ig  a s  T e x a s , an d  C a lifo rn ia , and  O regon , he sa id , -  a nd 

h av e  a  v e ry  few  p eo p le , and  V an co u v er, w h ere  they  have two m illio n .

How ig n o ra n t  I am  of our n e ig h b o rs  to  the n o r th .

A l i t t le  a f te r  fo u r , we le f t  fo r  C am p David; the G o v e rn o r  and  

M rs . E llin g to n , the W a tso n 's , M ary  Ann M eans and  th e n  V ic k ie  and  h e r  

d a te , M ike P h in n e r, B uzz , the J a c k  V a le n t is  an d  C o u rtn ey , th e ir  d a u g h te r , 

and  the H a r ry  M c P h e rso n s , and  th e ir  ad o rab le  C oco, and  th e ir  fiv e  w e e k 's  

o ld  son . W hat a n  en to u rag e  the Jo h n so n 's  a r e !

A s soon  a s  ev ery b o d y  w as a s s ig n e d  a  cab in , and  how  sm o o th  

and  h e lp fu l C o m m an d er H ow ell i s  abou t a r ra n g in g  u s , I  got in  to s la c k s  

an d  b e a t  a  b e e - l in e  to the bow ling a lle y . Lyndon p lay ed  a  m a rv e lo u s  

g am e , and  won. I  w as dogged an d  p e d e s tr ia n  --  a  d isap p o in tin g  s c o re  

b u t a  d e te rm in e d  p la y e r . M arv in  and  M ario n  a r e  so  n ic e  to  h av e  along  -
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fo r  any  w o rk  o r  p lay .  C ap ab le , h an d so m e , fun, both  of th e m .

E la in e  S te in b eck  and  I ta lk e d  abou t A u stin , the U n iv e rs ity ; 

i t ’ s b e c a u se  of h e r  th a t the U n iv e rs ity  h as  a c q u ire d  m any  of the f i r s t  

e d itio n s , the v e ry  s p e c ia l  w o rk s  of the p la y w rig h ts . The U n iv e rs ity  

is  a  p la ce  you can  love and she tu rn e d  h e r  love in to  bu ild ing  fo r  them , 

b y  add ing  su ch  l i t e r a r y  t r e a s u r e s .

John  S te in b eck , w ith  h is  cane  and  b e a rd , and  b r ig h t  c o lo re d  

s h i r t  th a t lo o k ed  lik e  the V irg in  Is la n d s  -  an d  I  found in d eed  th a t they  

. w e re  d ev o te e s  of the p la c e , ju s t  a s  I  a m , w as an  exo tic  no te  am ong u s  

p la in e r  c it iz e n s ,

E la in e  is  a  th o ro u g h ly  a tte n tiv e , b o ls te r in g , ch a rm in g  w ife . 

She*s the s o r t  of w om an  who m a k e s  th ings go so c ia lly . F o r  in s ta n c e ,

. '  she  h ad  e x p re s s e d  im m e d ia te  p le a s u re ,  w hen I  to ld  h e r  th a t the G ra h am s  

th e ir  n e ig h b o rs  a c r o s s  the h a ll  in  the W hite H ouse - " I ’ve a lw ays w an ted  

to m e e t  th e m ” , she  s a id . B illy  G raham  d o es , in  fa c t, look  a lm o s t  too 

good to be t ru e ,  so  ta l l  and  h an d so m e , an d  fin e , and  a th le tic ,  and  

in te ll ig e n t,  n a tu ra l ,  p e r s u a s iv e ,  te r r if ic a l ly  o rg an iz ed  a n d  b u s in e s s  l ik e . 

To m y  th ink ing , a  fo rc e  fo r  good in  th is  co u n try , and  som eone I  en joy  

b e in g  a ro u n d .

E la in e  c a p su le d  i t ,  and  th e ir  w as no in te lle c tu a l a c id  in  h e r  

to n e , th a t you m ig h t ex p ec t, f ro m  som e of the  A r ts  and  W r ite r s  g ro u p s ; 

"h e ’s a  g r e a t  op in ion  m a k e r ." B illy  G rah am , h im se lf  u s e d  a n  en lig h ten in g  

an d  a m u sin g  e x p re s s io n s  w hen he  spoke of H a r ry  Luce com ing  down to  see
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h im  one tim e . "He sp en t th re e  h o u rs  w ith  m e " , he sa id ; "he  w an ted
n

to s e e  if  I w as r e a l ." No la u g h te r ,  ju s t  s tr a ig h t- fo rw a rd .

Som e of the g u e s ts  w alked , and  som e of u s  bow led  an d  N ick 

an d  L y d ia  K a tzen b ach  jo in ed  us fo r  d in n e r , im m e d ia te ly  e s ta b lis h in g  

an  a ff in ity  w ith  the S te in b e c k s .

W hen i t  c o m es  tim e  to a r r a n g e  se a tin g , I  a lw ays th in k  how 

c o m fo rta b le  i t  is  to have B e s s .   B ut I  se a te d  the E llin g to n s a n d  the 

K a tz e n b a c h s  in  the ap p o in ted  sp o t, so fro m  th e re  on out e v e ry in g  -

w as v e r y  in fo rm a l.

A f te r  d in n e r , we w atch ed  the NBC m o v ie . T he P r e s id e n t 's  

C o u n try , only  th is  t im e  w ithout sound. I th ink  the f in ish e d  p ro d u c t, 

the s c r ip t ,  m u s ic , c an  be a  good b ack u p , a  good com plem e n t ,  fo r  m y  

b e a u tif ic a tio n  p ro g ra m . And then  I  w en t b ac k  to w atch  G unsm oke an d  

the y o u n g er fo lk s  s ta y e d  up  to see  a  m ovie  c a lle d , "How to M u rd e r  Y our 

W ife".. .

“j


