- MEMORANDUM
| THE WHITE HOUSE

. wasumoron '

Saturday, July 17, '1965

It began w1th an attack on th-e*A#gean stable - my desk

: I_n Texas, I ha.d recelved emtelopes from Ashton, full of mail - and.
worked on ther:n,‘ but not ehough, for. the wood v.va‘sr_x't v1ej.b].e,/ on 'my'

. de sk top. Spent a.ll rriornihg working on 1t, exc'e.pt, tor two ex-c‘ursions | }

-' to. the ground ﬂoor to greet our Qeek-end guest‘s, the VJoh'o Ste1nbeckjsﬂi

‘.and the B111y Graharrr'*s both of whom I'm dehghted to have -. but E

. d1$s1m11ar, to say the least.v . R | |

. Lyndon had asked them. we are gmhg to (rjamp’Dav:.d - Some- L

T ' . innocence
S t1mes I don't know whetherhls choosmg of pe0p1e together, is by xzxzdmxt

<t

- "or by de51gn. kS They are both great workers in today s wnyards, but to .

- rather dlfferent auchences, it seems to me,

Ivcor-xv‘oyed them each to the‘ th1rd ﬂoor surte, and told therr:

s 'lunch and then take off to Camp Dav1d would a11 depend on Lyndon'

- Q_or_h m‘ormn.g. Excused myself and got back ‘to the desk, w1th an

: _ihterlod_e for a talk’ oh_’fm’anc‘esﬂ_wuh Luc1-j - how. d1fferent those ch:.ldrexi:-

| 'are:ah.oot mvooe‘)r;-f- .L}:rnd"a.‘ handles hers so ,c'arefuli;.i; .’sjov‘W'el'ljaware ‘fof . o
what eve‘rlythihog&"ooeﬁts., ‘ and canlookvery mce in a;drje.se three ye'ars old.
L;J;oi-adoree cllothle‘s",; buys "so'{'noarxy-‘of‘ tﬁézﬁ," her_‘rhOneyvanishes erv snow -
underthe Texa_e“shh.‘ Andyet.. .\\I juet doh't have a t‘hin‘g' to wear,

/ S - . ‘ :
mother, she says, and it's true. And last year's clothes are never

~ quite right, for that butterfly. . ... p %
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It was 3 30 before wé sat down to lunch, the Stembeck_,hs, the .

GrahanfLs, and Lyndon and L1 st111 try to glve Lyndon a cup of hot _ _‘-;’_.

' bou1111on ahead of tlrne, when he's gotten that late - and I'Ve gotten

past worrymg what the guests th1nk because the tyrant that rules his |

' 11fe,91{not soc1a1 correctness, but work

‘ I was dymg to fmd out what happened to B111y Graham 8 .

. o proposed tr1p to Alabama. Hadn’t read a. word about m the papers, -

A and I knew it was a bold actu.ally a courageous thmg to do, because :
o . _hls-meetmgs are always 'completely 1ntegrated. The temper and I "i}

BT 'cl1mate 1n Alabama,' smce he f1rst talked about hlS trzps, 1n Apnl, ;

m : has been hot, 50 I Just asked h:.m sort of a tentatwe qaestlon -; "What |

~ have -you been_dorng since I'saw you, in April._",

U0 "Well,"I went to Alabama, " he said, where I held meetings - . .. ..
“in Dothorr' andMontgorn‘ery," and Birmingham,'" And on, and on he
went.  The smallest meeting was in Dothon, 5000 - it .aoesni£ seem.
to me that Dothon doasalf-l;eve any more 'people than that. ' All fully
.:mtegrated, all very peaceful - the largest was 18 OOO W1th not an
incident, not a npple, sometlmes, he sald ceee “there was .even' a__feeling

. among his higle,organi‘zed'?é-oéle who runs his.,crusages"' that the

white people made a'conscious attempt to sit beside a negro." He -said

the local papers carrled the story, w1th full play, all except the Dothon

(/) S paper, whxch 1s very host1le. ‘; There the TV helped h1m w1th w1de ;

c0verage -"buth.earr comes the questmn mark" he sa1d. - There was
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practically nothing taken up on the national wire about it. I had not seen:
one word about it here in Washington, Lyndon accuses me of never

.reading the papers.  It's true, I don't scour them like he.does, A-but:.'[ ‘

“had not read even one little notice.  What strange commentary on the
_ taste of this decade, that a success story is not news,. if it had been'a -
inarch or a riot, if somebody had even got a'skinned knee,v the:re'would '
'haw're been,a headline. If we want to cure ourselves of some of the )
o - L R B SO .wouldbe'
i strange smknesses that beset us 1n this age, one good med1c1ne[ to make N
: ,Aa success story, an achlevement, real news on the radlo and TV
He had also been to Canada, B111y Graham had to Alberta, L
/“\\\ e

o whiohas as b1g as Texas, ‘and Cahfornla, and Oregon. he Sald ) and

o A s ot 8+ . et iy A P AR 1 40t s N

,ha‘}_e a very few p‘eople,‘ and Vancouver, wh_é‘re the)t h‘a;re&two 'rr;illion. _
Howlgnorantl am of:our.:ne“f\ghbor:s‘to ‘the north" RIS
| A 11tt1e after four, we left for Carnp Da.ﬁd the G’overnor and
.Mrs. Ellmgton; the .Watson‘s, Mary Ann Means and then ’Mmkle and her
date, Mlke PE.u:l.im;tvev;;'p:MBuzz, the Jack Valentr"s and Courtney, thelr daughter,
‘iand the Harry McPhersons, and their adorable Coco, and thelr five week'
old son. , W"h_at‘an entourage the dohnson’s are, .
- ﬁ .A_'.Sl. soon as ever}tbody. was as:s‘i:g.ned a oabln; and ho'w“srnooth i
' -.and helpful Commander Howell is about: arrang:.ng.us; I got 1n to- slacks

‘ and beat a bee-lme to the bowlmg alley. Ly-ndon pla.yed a marvelous '

@ S game. and won, . 1 was dogged and pedestnan -a d1sappomt1ng score

but a dete_rmin’ed player. Marv_1n and Manon»are so nice to have along -
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, by adchng such hterary treasures. 2

sh1rt that looked 11ke the V1rg1n Islands - and I found 1ndeed that they
':.:f'f were devotees of the place, _)ust as 1 am, was an exotlc note among us -

plainer c;tizens.

' She's the sort of _wornan who makes fthings go socially, For lnStance, -

” tone, that you m1ght expect, :Erom some. of the Arts a.nd Wr1ters groups, L
SN e = ' s ' . :}i
! '_ h\e sa great opmlon"ma.ker. : B111y Graham, h1m self used an en11ghten1ng

‘and amusing expressions when he spoke of Harry'Luce coming do_wn to see
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~ for any 'work or play. Capable, handsome. fun, both of the.m.

Elame Stembeck and I talked about Austm, the Umversuy,

1t's because of her that the Unlver81ty has acqulred many- of the f1rst

edltlons, the very spemal works of the playwnghts. The Un1vers1ty _

. is a place you can love and she turned her love into building for them,

John Stelnbeck w1th hlS cane and beard and brlght colored |

Elaine is a thoro‘ughly attvent'ive,f"bol’ster'in'g‘,: 'charrnl.ng'wife.‘ :

B I L -SRI S T .

e ,.she”had e;tpressed irnmediate plea'sure', 'when‘I told her that'the "Graharn:}

~their nelghbors across the hall in the Wh1te House - "I‘ve always wanted

to_ rn eethem'“’., she .saldv Bllly Graham does, '1n fact, look almost too o
"‘good to be. true','. so tall andthandsorne, ‘ and tme, and athlet1c, and_ o

" | mtelhgent,natural,persuaswe, terifﬁcall; orzga'nized":and_._ busines's like,
To my th1nk:.ng, a‘.forceffor good'in this ‘c._.ountr‘y, and sorneone"I ‘enjof

being around,

'Elaine capsuled_it, ‘and their 'was no intellectual acid in her ‘
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- him one time, 'He spent three hours with me', he said he wanted

S on
‘to see if I was real.' No laughter, _]ust stralght forward

Some of the guests walked, and some of us bowled and N1ck

and Lydra Katzenbach Jomed us for dlnner, 1mmed1ately estabhshmg

an@ affinity w1th the Stembeck"s. o

When 11: comes tlme to arrange seatmg, I always thmk how o

comfortable 1t.1s to have Bess.. But I seated the Ellmgton;‘s and the
Katzen’oach's 1n the app01nted spot, so from there on out every'lng

was_very 1nfo{rmal. SRS

After dinner, "V),e_~\&atched the NBC moxlri:e, The President" ’

Country, only this time vtrithout sou'nd. I thmk the f1n1shed product, '
the scrlpt, mu31c, can be a good backup, a good complf’ entg, for my

beaut1f1cat10n program, 'And then I went back to ‘v_vatc':h Gunsmoke and f

the younger folks stayed up to see a movie called, -'fHow to Murder Yonr

wife", .
‘:
i
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