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A day of e x e rc is e  and  ta lk . It began  w ith  a  re lig io u s  s e rv ic e  

in  H ick o ry  - a l l  the b u ild in g s  a t  C am p D avid a r e  n am ed  a f te r  t r e e s  - 

co n d u c ted  by  B illy  Gra h a m . A ll the g u e s ts  w e re  th e re , e x c e p t L u c i 

an d  P a t  N ugent who h ad  gone to M a ss .  And the s e rv ic e m e n  an d  th e ir  

f a m i l i e s  a tta c h e d  to C am p D avid. H e ' s an  in te re s t in g  phenom enon, 

w ould have b ee n  a  s u c c e s s  in  an y  f ie ld , I  b e lie v e , and  I 'm  g lad  h e ' s 

c h o se n  p re a c h in g  b e c a u se  he can  re a c h  such  a w ide a u d ien ce . I  am  

am ong  them  - r e a c h  and  touch , and  do som e good w ith  them , I  m e an .

I  sp en t p a r t  of the day  try in g  to r e c o rd  a  b it  w ith  m y  m ovie  

c a m e ra .  A d o rab le  Coco in  the pool; B ill M o y ers  h ad  com e w ith  th e ir  

two c h ild re n , Cope an d  Suzanne; and  th e ir  b ro th e r  and  h is  w ife and  two 

c h ild re n ; an d  then  ly in g  on, the g r a s s  a ro u n d  the pool, hav ing  a  b loody 

M a ry , w e re  the K a tz e n b a c h s  a n d  the Steinbecks ,  ta lk ing  books and 

R u s s ia , and  w hat I u se d  to c a ll ,  in  m y  U n iv e rs ity  d a y s , "life w ith  a  

    c a p ita l  L . " ^

. ; John  spoke of one town in  R u s s ia  w h ere  th e re  h ad  b e e n  an  

e n o rm o u s  s ta tu e  of S ta lin , po is ed  on a  c em en t p e d e s ta l, a s  b ig  a s  th a t 

sw im m in g  pool. The s ta tu e  h a s  b e e n  to rn  down, the p e d e s ta l  s t i l l  

r e m a in s  b lan k , w a itin g , no one a s k s  abou t i t .  L i te r a r y  f ig u re s  a r e  

h o n o re d  o r  im p o r ta n t - they  gave p a r t ie s  fo r  h im  - a t one of them  he 

n o tic e d  a  g ro u p  of p eo p le , s tand ing  meekly a ro u n d  the w a ll, he  sa id , 

" W h o  a r e  they? "  "'T h e y ' r e  the p r e s s ."  T hey a lo n e  in  the ro o m ,

m
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d id n 't  h av e  any  d rinks!  E la ine s a id ,  " I  d o n 't  b e lie v e  we c a re  fo r  a  d r in k  

e i th e r ,  i f  they  c a n 't  have o n e ."  P re s e n t ly  th ey  got one.

L a te r  I  a s k e d  N ick  abou t som e of the tech n iq u es , so m e  of the 

th in g s  we cou ld  do to co m b a t c r im e  in  the D is tr ic t  of C o lu m b ia . H e's  

fu ll  o f id e a s  - $ 100 , 000 , in su ra n c e  p o licy  on each  p o lic e m an  -  th a t w ould  

m e a n  th a t a  young p o lic e m an  w ith  a  fam ily , w ould have som e se n se  of 

a s s u r a n c e  i f  he w e re  k ille d  in  the lin e  of duty; he r e c i te d  the n u m b e r 

th a t  a r e ,  i t ' s  an  in s u ra b le  f ig u re , b u t a  h eav y  n u m b e r. The m an  w ould  j

f e e l  th a t h is  fa m ily  cou ld  go on liv in g , w ould be p ro te c te d . j

^  A n o th e r i s  to g e t co lleg e  ed u ca tio n  fo r  p o licem en ; t r y  to

r e c r u i t  co lleg e  e d u c a te d  m en  in to  the fo rc e , o r  o ffe r  n igh t c o u r s e s  to ; |

' p o lic e m e n .   ';.|-

A n o th e r i s  a l l  s o r ts  of e le c tro n ic  d e v ic e s , tw o-w ay ra d io s  so 

th a t th ey  can  a t  l e a s t  keep  up w ith  the c r im e  w o rld , who th e m se lv e s  have su ch  

th in g s . I a s k e d  h im  ab o u t r e p e a ts ,  am ong young c r im in a ls .  He u s e d  so m e  

h o r r i fying f i g u r e ,  I b e lie v e  i t  w as 70%, h o w ev er, he sa id , th e re  w as a n  

a tte m p t to t r y  to sen d  young c r im in a ls  in to  som e kind of a  h o m e c o n d itio n  

in  b e tw een , w h e re  th ey  w ould hav e  som e tra in in g , som e su p e rv is io n , o r  

som e s o r t  of a  p a ro le e  s ta tio n , I  a s s u m e .  And w hen they  w e re  l e t  ou t 

of th e re , the r e p e a ts  d ro p p ed  to 40 o r  30%.  T h is  is  a  w a r , the w a r  on
, t'

c r im e ,  th a t Lyndon w a n t s  " w on y e s te rd a y " .  N ick  th inks th a t  m ay b e  we J
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c an  m ak e  a  d en t in  i t  in  two o r  th re e  y e a r s  in  the D is tr ic t  of C o lu m b ia .

I w en t bow ling w ith  Lyndon and  the G rah a m s - he w as an  

e x c e lle n t b o w le r  - the W atsons , M arv in  ro lle d  a  good, s tr a ig h t  b a l l  

an d  a  r e l ia b ly  h igh  s c o re ,  ju s t  lik e  the m an him se lf ;  and  John  C h a n c e llo r , 

who is  p r a c t ic a l ly  the cham pion  in  th is  g roup , ex cep t fo r  L yndon,

Lyndon w an ts  John  C h an c e llo r  to take the job a t  V oice of 

A m e r ic a .  W e 're  n o t  te llin g  o u r  s to ry  to the w o rld  w e ll, h e  b e l ie v e s ,

John  is  w alk ing  s o r t  of a  tig h t ro p e  b e tw een  w hat a t t r a c t s  h im  an d  w hat 

p ay s  m o re  m o n e y , I to ld  h im  I hoped  he w ould e a rn e s t ly  c o n s id e r  

i t .   He lo o k ed  qu ite  so le m n  and  sa id  he  w a s .

P a t  and  L u c i cam e to the pool w ith  u s  - and  L u c i 's  fa v o r ite  

gu est  w as the five  w eeks old  son of H a r ry  and  C lay ton  M c P h e rso n , whom  

she c a r r i e d  a ro u n d  q u ite  com peten tly .  Wea r in g  a  long , o ra n g e  s w e a ts h ir t  

w ith  the U n iv e rs ity  of T ex as  on i t ,  h e r  new  s h o r t  h a i r c u t , t h is  l i t t le  

. b ab y  in  h e r  a r m s ,  she w as a n  a d o ra b le  s ig h t.

I t  w as m id -a f te rn o o n  and  we h ad  h a m b u rg e rs  out on the t e r r a c e ,

b r o i le d  on the g r i l l  w h ere  the s m e ll  m ade  us ra v e n o u s , then ho t, happy ,

' ■ la'" ' ' ■

h u n g ry , w ith  lo ad ed  p a p e r  p la te s ,  we d r if te d  to th e  co m p an io n s who in te r e s te d

u s ,  lo o k ed  down in  the v a lle y  to w ard  T h u rm o n t, w h ere  so  m u ch  C iv il

W ar h is to r y  took  p la c e , and  a te  an d  ta lk e d  and  I thought 'th is  i s  ab o u t a s

happy  a  tim e  a s  I ' l l  e v e r  h a v e .'  

c
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A fte r  lunch , th e re  w as a  g en era l  exodus - the two M o y e rs ' 

f a m il ie s ,  the K a tz e n b a c h s ,  and  the r e s t  u s  fo r  n a p s .  Bu t  Lyndon 

and  I  w e re  up in  tim e  to w atch  the S e c re ta ry  C onnor on M eet The P r e s s .

He w as a s s u r e d ,  h ad  done h is  h o m ew o rk , ju s t  a  l i t t le  nuance of h u m o r,

I  thought he w as g re a t .

Lyndon p ick ed  up the phone and  to ld  h im  so , a s  soon  a s  he 

f in is h e d . B ut I  lik e d  i t  ev en  b e t te r ,  b e c a u se  Lyndon h ad  c a lle d  the 

te lep h o n e  g i r l  a  l i t t le  e a r l i e r  and  to ld  h e r  how m uch  she ad d ed  to  th e  

sm oothness an d  e ffic ie n c y  and  good function ing  of h is  l ife , an d  w ould  she  

p le a s e  th an k  a l l  of th em . T h a t’s w hen I b ea m . . ■

T he A lab am a  s to ry  an d  m y  ta lk s  w ith  B illy  G rah am  hav e  b een  

one of the most fun

of the U n iv e rs i ty  of A lab am a  i s  a  g re a t  f r ie n d  of h is ,  a  b u ild e r  o f th a t 

i n s t i t u t i o n  and  s e v e ra l  tim es  I 'v e  h e a r d  th a t now - th a t th e re  a r e ,  I  

b e lie v e  he sa id , 12 o r  15 n e g ro  m e m b e rs  of the fa cu lty  a t  the U n iv e rs ity , 

an d  ab o u t 125 n e g ro  s tu d en ts  now (You n e v e r  h e a r  th a t). He s a id  he had  

m e t w ith  a l l  the n e g ro  l e a d e r s  in  A lab am a , an d  h e re  I b eg an  to be  a  l i t t l e  

dubious ab o u t h is  s o u rc e s  of in fo rm a tio n , w hen he sa id  th a t th ey  h ad  

a s k e d  the peop le  of the e a s t  to leav e  them  a lo n e , th a t they  cou ld  so lve  

th e ir  p ro b le m s , th a t they  w ere  on th e re  w ay to doing i t ,  th a t only 20 o r  30% 

o f them  w e re  fo llo w e rs  of D r. K ing.

th ings of the w eekend  to m e . He say s  D r. F ra n k  R o se
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He h ad  a ls o  m e t G o v ern o r W allace -  he  u s e d  the e x p re s s io n  " I  

c o n fe ss  to be in g  im p re s s e d  by  h im ." " I d o n 't  b e liev e  he th inks h e 's  a  

, r a c i s t . "

T h e re  h ad  b een  a  fu ll tw o page sp re a d , two in  fa c t ,  in  the  W ash ing ton  

P o s t ,  th a t I co u ld  have done w ithou t. It w as abou t the new ly d e c o ra te d  o ffic e s  

in  the W est W ing, p ic tu re s  of L y n d o n 's , J a c k 's ,  B il l ' s , B u z 's  and  the f o rm e r  

F is h  R oom . Lyndon w an ts  to ge t i t  done b u t no t a d v e r t is e  i t .  I  th in k  h is  

c o n c e rn  i s  e n t i re ly  ou t of p ro p o rtio n  w ith  w hat m a t te r s  -  and  w h a t 's  v is ib le  

is  a lw ay s  going to be  se en  a n d  w r itte n  ab ou t. Of c o u rs e , h e 's  the m a n  

th o u g h , who h a s  to p re a c h  econom y to the D e p a rtm en ts  and  the C o n g re s s , 

an d  a s k  fo r  m oney  and  take  the b la m e , so I  sh o u ld n 't g e t h u r t  an d  a n g ry  a t  

h im  -  b u t I  do.


