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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE ^G.XiV\ I C 
U  W A S H I N G T O N  :

T u esd ay , July 20 , 1965 ._—   

The m onth I p rom ised  m y se lf  that I would be le isu r e ly  and lie  in  

the sun and p lay b rid ge. But som ehow  there are so  m any things to do 

b efore  I get around to that. .

F ir s t ,  to keep going, I just have to have a ll  those te sts  once a  

y ear or so . So I went to D r. Rohn to have m y ey es  tested , and cam e away  

with that sam e sm ug, sa tis fied  reaction  daddy u sed  to have for y e a r s  and 

y e a r s  and y ea rs  when he went to h is  insurance doctor, and a rr iv ed  hom e  

say in g  he w as thoroughly fit  and would liv e  to be 90. Daddy, until felled with

i l ln e s s  in  o l d age , a lw ays -- half in  van ity  and half in  laughter -- d escr ib ed
■

h im se lf  as "36."  Dr. Rohn p lea sed  m e v e ry  m uch by saying that the t is su e s  

of the e y es  w ere indic e s  of one's age, and I appeared to be in  the 4 0 's . •

I didn't push m y luck  to say  w hether it  w as 49 or 41!

: Then to see  m y dear foot doctor. Dr, Turchi n ,  and there to 

find a  d isappointm ent. M edicare has past, but the p od iatrists  have been  

le f t  out of it .  The b ill  is  in  the la s t  m inute of the final stage -  they have 

been  cut out, there i s  v ir tu a lly  no chance of getting them back in . And 

in  h is organ ization  is  the only portion of the m ed ica l com m unity t hat ^ ^  

from  the v ery  f ir s t  h as been  in  favor of M edicare! I fe lt  lo u sy  -  a poor 

frien d , a s la c k  guardian of the in ter e sts  of those who have been  our fr ien d s . 

D r, T urchi n, as  o fficer  and so m etim es P resid en t of the whole org a n iza tio n , 

h a s ,  of c o u rse , been flooded with w ir e s .
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Then back to the White H ouse, to the South Lawn, for the annual

m eetin g  of the A m erican  F ie ld  S erv ice students. This year there w as  

som e 3000 of them , from  70 co u n tr ies.

L uci, roped in at the la s t  m om ent, w alked up on the stage with her 

daddy and m e , w ith v irtu a lly  no w arning, and introduced him  - - quite w e ll, too.

"For the p a st four y e a r s , I have known  A F S 'rs from  B r a z il, (ch eers), 

G erm any (ch e er s) . South A frica  (very few  ch eers), and A ustra lia  (many c h e e r s ) .  

Many of those students, of co u rse , had been  at AFS. I just w ish  I had known 

m o re  A F S 'rs and shared  with you the gay, good tim es" - she had them in  the 

palm  of her hand.  "I would like the AFS fam ily , to m eet the m o st im portant 

m em ber of m y  fa m ily , m y father, the P resid en t of the United S ta tes ."  H er !

m other and h er  daddy beam ed, and Lyndon went on to probably a s lig h tly  j

l e s s  attentive audience, to say  som e good things to th ese students who had 

b een  over for a y ea r , liv in g  with A m erican  fa m ilie s .

"A m erica  m eans to win the w ars that we have declared" (a n d  w hile  

I h eld  m y breath  a m om ent) he went on to say  "the battles aga in st poverty , 

ign orance and d ise a se , and b igotry . We are not a form al people; w e are  not 

governed  by custom  and tradition; we are m ore concerned with how our 

ch ild ren  should liv e  than how our fath ers lived ."  The part that w as pure 

Lyndon w as . . . . .  "we are people that wake up in  the m orning, determ ined
1 J

to change what we think wrong. " I

me



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
/ ' W A S H I N G T O N

^  T u esd ay , July 20, 1965 P age 3

In the past, this group has been a v ery  rowdy one -  p ra c tica lly  

knocked P r esid en t Kennedy down, stripping him  of handkerchief, t ie ,  

anything that could be a souven ir. Since then we have p racticed  giving  

them som e entertainm ent ahead of tim e -  this time the Singing Sargeants -- ̂

their autographs printed on the backs of the program s.  The y a re  sea ted  

in  ch a irs  in  front of the sta g e , and in n eatly  roped off a rea s  -  and th is  

d oes make for le s s  broken  boxw oods.  And it  w as a big day for ca m era s  

and shouting.  Som e of i t  I w as glad to hear - "T ex a s, T ex a s, LBJ."

: :Lyn d on  an d  I w a lk ed  a lon g  th e  rop ed  o ff areas, sm ilin g , w aving,

ca llin g  but not shaking hands.  That w ould have developed into a rough  

house and at le a s t  an hour.

But Luci took her chances - and charm ed a ll  the you n gsters by  

shaking hands and chatting along ev ery  foot of the roped off a rea , using  

. both hands so m etim es , getting invited  to Egypt, Pakistan , Sweden -  asked  

about h er  Stingray - and som e about the watu s i.

I w alked in  the h ou se, listen in g  to shouts of . . "We want L uci,

We want Luci" from  farther up the line to w here she had not y et reached . 

In fact, I wonder how the paper would quite have published that day, i f  it  

hadn't b een  for L u ci's  a c t iv it ie s !  ;

E a r lie r  that m orning sh e 'd been  to a day cam p on the Mt. V ernon  

^ D ay C am pus, run by the Light H ouse for the Blind, w here L ucy Grant is
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doing vo lu n teer w ork this sum m er.  She had m et 40 blind or near blind  

ch ild ren , s ix  to fifteen , and there w as a  h ilariou s story  la te r , w hich  she 

so  touchingly adm itted, that she decided  not to do so m uch dancing, the 

frug and the w a tu s i ,  so a s  to im prove h er im age; but when a litt le  b lind  

boy 15 y ea rs  old, asked  her to dance the w a tu s i,  she said  ” . . . t h e  heck  

w ith the im age . I thought, if  they could lea rn  those dances w ith a ll  their  

handicaps, and w ere n ice enough to a sk  m e, it  w as the le a s t  I could do.

It w as a w ay of com m unicating, in stea d  of just standing there and looking  

at -  w e ll ju st standing th e r e ." .

. : In sp ite of B e e r  and C ath o lic ism , just plain folks lo v e  L uci, ;

I b e lie v e , e sp e c ia lly  young fo lk s , and so does the p r e s s . .

But that only began h er day. At 3:00 o 'c lock  she w ent to the 

M onument grounds, re ce iv e d  tickets for the M erry W ives o f W indsor w hich  

w as being put on in  the Sylvan T heatre on the Monument grounds, from  two 

adorable you n gsters in  Shakespearian  co stu m es. They g a v e  h er  three and 

she sa id  "Thanks, b ecau se  th ere 's  alw ays three of us"  (sh e an d  h er tw o

agen ts.)

And then b ack  at the White H ouse, she m et A m bassador and Lady 

A shenheim  from  Jam aica , and rece iv ed  two Jam aican g ra ss  sk ir ts  -  one 

w as supposed to go to Lynda, from  the people of Jam aica.

D ear Tom C lark dropped in  w ith h is  daughter, M im i, h er husband  

and their three ch ildren , who are v is it in g  from  T ex a s.  They a ll  had i c ed tea ’

and so ft drinks, in  the White H ouse L ibrary, w ith Luci as  h o s te s s ,  ; .
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M eanw hile, new s of Lynda sounds gayer. She's in  E aly , M innesota  

w ith O rv ille  and Jane F reem an , on a three day canoe and portage trip  in  

Superior N ational F o r e s t .  They have fr ied  f ish  for b reak fast, c a rr y  a ll  their  

own knapsacks, ca rry  the ca n o es when they com e to an im p o ssib le  

spot in  the r iv e r .  Dave is  along, and h er fr ien d s, the G ile s ', h e 's  in  the 

M arines and soon off to G erm any. A couple of young fo r e s t  ra n g ers traveled  

w ith them to te ll them about the trees  and the h isto ry  and the leg en d s of the 

country. And at night, they w ere having steak  and baked p ota toes, a nd a  

s in g -a - lo n g  around the cam pfire and then to bed i n  sleep in g  b a g s.

• i At noon, I  went to the White H ouse M ess for the f ir s t  tim e and had  

lunch w ith L iz , and B e s s , and Ashton, and P atsy . We have to get our ca len d ars  

coordinated  for the next two m onths, to put in everyth ing I wanted d esp era te ly  

to do, and e lim in ate  other th ings. To m ake sure for one thing, that L uci 

didn't get a sk ed  to introduce her daddy five  m inutes before she w as supposed

• to do i t ,  but kne w  w e ll enough ahead of tim e.

My people are a ll grea t - but like any organization  of m ore  than two, 

we su ffer so m etim es  from  lack  of com m unication.

And then, back u p sta irs  to the second floor -- for th is w a s, indeed, one 

of those days that L iz  says . . "Watch out for the revolv ing door"̂  t o  m eet

in  the Q ueen's Sitting Room , Buelah Parker of M arshall, long tim e sch oo l 

tea ch er , old  M arshall h igh sch ool fr iend  of m ine, and p o litica l h e lp er  in  a l l  

cam p aign s o f our y e a r s ,  a nd h er  frien d , M rs. H all, another teach er .
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They are taking a long autom obile trip , stopping to see  a ll  the, p lays and 

h is to r ic a l s igh ts along the way. We had tea and a good v is i t  and then I 

got a short nap b efore going to the Y ellow  Oval Room to m eet the w iv es  of 

three of our outgoing Ambassadors^^

One, M rs. W hitman to Togo,  M rs. R obert Ryan 

to N ig er , and M rs. Clinton Knox to Dahomey. Ann Hand brought them in  

and w e had tea on the Trum an B alcony and talked about the cou n tries to 

w hich  they w ere going. They’re ca reer  se rv ic e  advancem ents -  and two 

of them , su rp risin g ly , I had m et in  P a r is !  This i s  a new routine es ta b lish ed  

by L loyd and Ann, so  that our A m bassadors w ill f e e l  so m e ,se n se  of c lo se n e s s  

for the P resid en t and h is  fam ily . A good id ea  I think. s

I'd autographed a fam ily  p ictu re , for the liv ing  room s in  those fa r -  . 

aw ay lands of Togo, and N iger, and Dahom ey.

*

Lyndon had asked , "What about dinner on the boat?"  T hat's a lw ays  

a tr e a t , though so m etim es I  r e sen t anything that takes m e aw ay from  w ork  

w hen I'm so  far behind - and have that fru strated  feeling  of being overw helm ed  

by duty undone. The a n sw er's  s im p le , a fter a day of V iet-N am , anything 

that is  so la c e , Nirvana for h im , m akes sen se  - and m o stly , he m akes up 

the l i s t ,  although I u su a lly  give him four or five nam es that I w ould lik e .

And I think that w e are winding up with m ore and m ore of them on th ere .

; : Tonight, it  w as the B ill  F u lb r ig h ts , and dear Senator R u s s e l l ,
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G eorge and R osem ary  Sm athers, /  and M aggie, C atherine and Buford  

E llington , the Ed C la r k s , s t i l l  in  town,  the a ttractive young C on gressm an
JL ' ■ —

Brad e m u s, w ith V ick i; G eorge Mahon s , alw ays good com pany --  a m an that's  

grow n w ith h is  y ea rs  in  C ongress; M ary Ann and Em m et; and a delightfu l 

su r p r ise , Oveta Culp Hobby.  She had com e into Lyndon's o ffice  for one 

m om ent, and rem ain ed  to spend the whole evening - I'm sure that w as the 

s to r y  o f  it ,

The evening w as superb; the v iew s a balm  to the sp ir it  (but the r iv er  

fu ll o f floating  d eb ris) and the talk good.  There w as a big com fortab le ch a ir  a t   

the v e r y  end of the H oneyfitz -  that's Lyndon's favorite  of the boat -- and 

Lyndon en sco n ces  h im se lf  there and gets som e pretty la d ie s  c lu stered  

around him  a n d spends h is  even ing.  S om etim es, he even  goes to s le e p .  

Tonight, it  w as Oveta Hobby w h o  was with him  m uch of the tim e.  I 

c ircu la ted , f ir s t  to talk to D ick R u sse ll, w hose sp ir it  i s  undaunted; h e 's  

v e ry  thin and pale, frankly sa y s  he can stand no exertion  at a ll .   R o sem a ry  

Sm athers whom I haven't seen  in  a long tim e, to talk about b rid ge, their  

two handsom e sons who are in  very  hazardous occupations now, one un d er-

w ater dem olition  and a lso  im portantly, to talk to George about the p o s s ib il it ie s

of helping out the p o d ia tr ists , even  at th is la te  date.

G erm aine Magnuson, f o r  12 y ea rs  a  constant date of M aggie's and now h is

w ife , h as done an am azing job of p er fec t d om estica tion  to one who had
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su rv ived  over 50 y ea rs  of being a b ach elor. She has a grandchild, and he 

m ak es ab so lu te ly  the n orm al rem ark s of a grandfather a b out that baby.

G eorge and H elen Mahon and I  b e m o a n e d  the lo s s  of the c lo se n e s s  

that had once bound the T exas delegation  together and applauded the durability  

o f Abbie and Ewing Thom ason, who have grown old as gracefu lly  a s  any couple  

I know, loving l ife  ev ery  inch of the w ay, and everybody loving them ,

' We had dinner on trays.  O n e  of the n ic e s t  things about the boat is 

that you have the fee lin g  that ev ery  guest is  glad that he got included t h at 

it  i s  a trea t.  F or m e, i t  alw ays w as, the tim es I went with F o r r e s ta l m any  

y e a r s  ago; the tim e I w ent w ith R oberta Vins o n ; the few  tim es, s in ce  the Truman Administration and ' 

now I'm so glad that we can share it . ' ' ,

V-1


