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It w as  one of those  days so  b u sy  that i t  r e m in d s  m e  of L i z ' s  

p h r a s e :  "W atch  out fo r  th a t  rev o lv in g  door. " ‘

I  sp en t the f i r s t  hou r in  the f r u s t r a t in g  b u s in e s s  of t ry in g  to 

get in  a  w o rd  w ith  Lyndon b e tw een  long te lephone c a l l s .  I 'v e  l e a r n e d  . 

to take  id io t  w o rk  - -  tha t is , so m eth in g  like  s ig n in g  m y  a u to g ra p h  to 

a  s ta c k  of photographs - -  and  s i t  p a t ie n t ly  u n ti l  h e  pu ts  the phone b a c k  

in  the c r a d l e ,  a n d  then  get h is  ad v ice  on som e of m y  pending b u s in e s s .

- And then  fo r  an  h o u r  and  a  h a lf  w ith  the d e n t is t  d o w n s ta ir s  in 

the  W hite H ouse . It w as  ju s t  a s  e a s y  a s  a  d e n tis t  can  be. But ev en  

th a t  to m e  is  a  "bete- n o ir", a n d  th e r e  i s  m o re  loom ing.

I ta lk ed  w ith  C la r k  C lif fo rd  abou t the tim in g  of the p ro p o s a l  

f ro m  the U n iv e r s i ty  of T e x a s  abou t the Lyndon B a in es  John so n  L ib r a r y .  

He to ld  m e  definitely tha t the nex t m ove w as up  to u s .  B i l l  H ea th  w ould 

h ave  m e t  w ith  a l l  the R eg en ts  on F r id a y  and  S a tu rd ay . And if th ey  h ad  

any  o b jec t io n s ,  they  w ould le t  us know. But a t  any  r a te  they w ould not 

send  the p ro p o se d  l e t t e r  un til  they  h ad  w o rd  f ro m  us  o r  our  a g e n t  tha t 

i t  m e t  w ith  o u r  a p p ro v a l .  .. '

I  ch eck ed  out e v e ry  l a s t  d e ta i l  w ith  h im .

O u r  one w o rd  f ro m  Lyndon th a t  m o rn in g  w as tha t he a g r e e d  w ith  

i t ,  only  "c h e c k  on an  office  and  show i t  to Abe".

And then I  had  a  long s e s s io n  w ith  L iz  and  B e s s  an d  J im  K etchum

abou t the P e a le  p o r t r a i t  fo r  s a le  in  London of G eorge  W ashing ton  w hich
_______ '' ' I  ■

-i
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we m ig h t r e p la c e  the r a th e r  p o o r  and  v e ry  l a r g e  G eorge  W ashing ton  

th a t 's  in  the  Blue, Room . T h e re  i s  a shadow on the a u th e n t ic i ty  of 

th is  P e a le  p o r t r a i t ,  so  we had  b e t t e r  not get m ix ed  up w ith  it.

And then  the v e r y  tang led  s k e in  of a  M a ry  C a s s a t t  tha t I  f i r s t

h e a r d  of f ro m  A deline  Breeskin-as  com ing  over  f ro m  F r a n c e  a n d  

b e ing  fo r  s a le  fo r  $8 0 ,0 0 0  w hich she s a id  w as  f r ig h tfu lly  ex p en s iv e .  

But i t  m ig h t  a l r e a d y  be so ld . T h is  w as  in  May, r ig h t  a f te r  she  h a d  

b een  o v e r  fo r  te a  w ith  m e .  And i t  w as  follow ed about the 10th of 

June b y  a  c o n v e r sa t io n  w ith  B e s s  in  w hich she to ld  u s  she  h ad  

l e a r n e d  th a t  the p r ic e  of the M a ry  C a s s a t t  w as  $100, 000 an d  i t  h a d

b e e n  so ld . Lo a n d  beho ld ,  I  r e c e iv e d  abou t the m id d le  of Ju ly  a  l e t t e r  

f ro m  M r.  F o s b u rg h  about the v e ry  s a m e  M a ry  C a s s a t t  f o r  s a le  f o r  

$ 1 2 5 ,0 0 0 !  B u t  Knoedlers had  a g re e d  to  donate $25, 000. But i f  we 

w an ted  to buy  i t  we w ould have to le t  them  know in  a  couple  of w eek s  • 

a n d  r a i s e  the $100 ,000 .  Oh, wondrous w o r ld  of a r t  - -  I  am  s u r e  I

d o n 't  know who i s  doing w hat to whom!

And then  two qu ite  d if fe re n t  th ings  - -  the of f e r  o f  a l oan of 

H e n r ie t ta  W y e th 's  "A rtu r i to  a n d  the D oves"  f ro m  Lubbock Tech - -  a

d e l ic a te ,  c h a rm in g ,  e therea l  s o r t  of p ic tu re .  We d ec id ed  i t  w ould  

be  ju s t  r ig h t  fo r  m y  b e d ro o m , and  w ro te  to g ra te fu l ly  a c c e p t  i t .  And
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B ut s in c e  we d o n 't  need  i t  b ad ly  now we s a id  "no"  but p le a s e  no t to 

fo rg e t  u s  in  c a s e  so m e  of the loans  w e re  r e c a l le d .  ' .

And a n  in te re s t in g  a n d  s u rp r i s in g  l e t t e r  f ro m  B il l  B en ton  about 

a  p o r t r a i t  of Noah W e b s te r  - -  the f a th e r  of the d ic t io n a ry ,  to m e  a t  

least-:i - -  done by  S am uel F .  B. M o rse  - -  th a t  m a n  of m a n y  ta le n ts .

I t  shou ld  n e v e r  have b een  out of the fa m ily  th a t  h ad  c o m m iss io n e d  

i t  b a c k  in  Noah W e b s te r ' s  day . And now the v e r y  e ld e r ly  ow ner w ould  

be  g lad  to donate  i t  to  the W hite H ouse if he w e re  quite  s u re  th a t  the 

W h ite  H ouse w ould  w e lco m e  i t  - -  o r  so  s a id  B ill  Benton. I  to ld  

J im  K etchum  th a t  would be gr e a t .  The p e r fe c t  p lace  to hang i t  would 

b e  the L ib r a r y  - -  the m a n  of w o rd s  an d  a l l  the books to g e th e r  an d  to 

proceed to w r i te  a  reassuring l e t t e r .  .

J im  sa id  th e re  w e re  u su a lly  two a t t i tu d e s  abou t the W hite H ouse . 

E i th e r  the m o s t  r e m a rk a b le ,  touching g e n e ro s i ty  tha t  a lm o s t  m ad e  you 

c r y  the w ay  the A m e r ic a n  people  th ink about the White H ouse.  O r  e l s e  

on the o th e r  hand, doubling the p r ic e  w hen they  h e a r  the White H ouse  h a s  an  

i n t e r e s t  in  a n  i te m .  ; ■ /

T he fo u r  of u s  w ra p p e d  up a  lo t  of b u s in e s s  o v e r  a  lunch  of 

s c r a m b le d  eggs and  bacon . • And then I  had  a  s e s s io n  w ith  Abe F o r t a s .

He r e a d  the p ro p o sa l  of the U n iv e rs i ty  of T ex as  about the L i b r a r y  - -  

and in i t ia le d  i t  " o .k .".  And I  d i s c u s s e d  w ith  him  h is  own d e c is io n  of 

l a s t  F r id a y  n igh t and  a s k e d  if i t  w e re  i r r e v o c a b le  b ec a u se  Lyndon
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woxild h a v e  to  m a k e  th e  a p p o i n tm e n t  so o n .  W ith  s m i l e  - -  a  s o r t

o f  s a d  lo o k  - - h e  s a i d  i t  h a d  b e e n  a  b a d  d ay .  H e h a d  h a d  a  lo t  of 

t e l e p h o n e  c a l l s ;  a  v i s i t  f r o m  A r t h u r  G o ld b e r g  h a d  m a d e  h im  f e e l  r e a l  

b a d .  H is  d e c i s i o n  w a s  b a s e d  on the f a c t  th a t  he  h a d  a b o u t  4Z l a w y e r s  

i n  th e  f i r m  a n d  m o r e  c o m in g  on a n d  lo t s  of o t h e r  e m p l o y e e s  a n d  t h e i r  

f a m i l i e s  - -  s o m e  l6 8  p e o p le  - -  f o r  w h o m  h e  w a s  in  a  w a y  r e s p o n s i b l e .  

A n d  t h a t  h e  h a d  h o p e d  in  h i s  w i l d e s t  d r e a m s  th a t  m a y b e  h e  c o u ld  

s t a b i l i z e  the  la w  f i r m ,  g e t  p l a n s  m a d e  fo r  th e m  in  a b o u t  2 y e a r s .

A n d  th e n  j u s t  m a y b e  t h e r e  m i g h t  b e  s u c h  a  c h a n c e .  F a c e d  w i t h  i t

" I  w o u ld  j u s t  d r e a d  i f  th e  P r e s i d e n t  w a s  fa c ^ j iw ir fh  a n y  r e a l  t r o u b l e s  

h i s  e m o t i o n a l  r e a c t i o n .  F o r  i n s t a n ^ j a f ^  B o b b y  B a k e r  w e r e  i n d i c t e d  

th e n  I  wovild w a n t  to  b e ^ j« J tm d  to  h e lp  h i m .  A nd  if  I w e r e  o n  th e  C o u r t ,  

I c o u l d  n o t ^ J P K a t  w a s  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a  C o u r t  

jo J v a ^ id " ^ e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  jo b .  "

I  to ld  h im  i f  h e  h a d  a n y  d o u b t  a t  a l l  h e  h a d  b e t t e r  l e t  L y n d o n  

kn o w  r i g h t  a w a y  - - i f  th a t  l e t t e r  w e r e  no t  i r r e v o c a b l e .  H e  s a i d  he  

w o u ld  h a v e  to s e e  w h a t  C a r o l  th o u g h t  a b o u t  i t .  I  k n ew  h o w  d i s a p p o i n t e d  

s h e  w o u ld  b e .

A n d  th e n  I  d a s h e d  o ff^ la te  a n d  h a r r a s s e d ^ t o  the  b e a u t y  p a r l o r  

a n d  b a c k  a n d  l a t e  a n d  h u r r i e d  h a v in g  u s e d  m y  t i m e  u n d e r  th e  d r y e r  

to  r e a d  th e  g u e s t  l i s t  a s  m u c h  a s  I  c o u ld  f o r  th e  R e c e p t io n  f o r  th e

- - .. -  _- --------------------  ------  ■..........  : ■' - .
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W h ite  H ouse C o n fe ren ce  on E d u c a tio n  sch ed u led  fo r  5:30.  And to  go 

o v e r  a s  m a n y  of the pan e ls  - -  the top ics  of d isc u s s io n ,  the V I P 's  a n d .  

try  to ge t in  the m ood  to m e e t  them .

I  h ad  known Lyndon h ad  h ad  a  m e e tin g  a t  11:00 w ith  M c N a m a ra ,  

ju s t  b a c k  f ro m  V ie t-N a m , and  Dean R u sk  a n d  M cG eorge  Bundy. A nd  

th e i r  c a r s  w e re  s t i l l  th e re  w hen I  got b ack  f ro m  the b eau ty  p a r l o r  a t  

5:00.  So i t  h ad  b een  a  s h e e r  he llu v a  day  fo r  h im  - -  no t im e  to 

c o n c e n t r a te on ed u ca tio n  - -  n o t  even fo r  a  ga laxy  of v is i t in g  G o v e rn o rs  . 

an d  U n iv e r s i ty  p r o f e s s o r s .

He w as  to m e e t  the 14 C h a irm e n  and  the Vice C h a irm e n  in  

h is  office a t  5:00 fo r  th e i r  r e p o r t  on the a c h ie v e m e n ts  of the 

C o n fe re n c e ,  an d  then  30 m in u te s  l a t e r  we would a l l  m a r c h  out to 

the s tag e  fo r  h is  sp e e c h  to h u n d red s  o f  g u es ts  - -  C ab ine t m e m b e r s ,  . 

A m b a s s a d o r s ,  G o v e rn o rs ,  e d u c a to rs  - -  rang ing  f ro m  J a m e s  C onan t 

of H a r v a r d  to N ick  G a rz a  of San Antonio - -  B ra c k e n r id g e 's  p r in c ip a l .

To  app ly  o n e 's  s e lf  w ith  co m p le te  c o n c e n tra t io n  to the p ro b le m s  

of V ie t-N a m  and  then sh if t  the g e a r s  of o n e 's  m in d  to the m a jo r  w o r k e r s  

on the C o n fe ren ce  on E d u c a tio n  w hile  they  d is c u s s e d  the r e s u l t s  o f the 

p a n e ls  on jobs ,  d ro p -o u ts ,  au to m atio n , sk il l  o b so le sc e n c e ,  r e -e d u c a t io n ,  

t e a c h e r  educa tion , the ro le  of the S ta tes  to the U n iv e rs i ty  an d  h ig h e r  

e d u c a t io n , o v e r s e a s  p r o g r a m s ,  fo re ig n  s tu d en ts ,  educa ting  the h an d icap p ed ,  

p r e s c h o o l  education , schoo l d e s e g re g a t io n ,  innovations, in  h ig h e r  ed u ca tio n  ^
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w hile  knowing th a t  s o m e  800 people  a r e  w aiting  fo r  you on the law n 

w ould  m a k e  m e  th row  up m y  hands  an d  leap  out the window.  So I fe l t  

l ik e  c h e e r in g  Lyndon fo r  ge tting  th e re  a t  a l l ,  qu ite  ca lm  a n d  only  about 

15 m in u te s  la te .

 W e s t r o l l e d  up  the p la tfo rm  to "H ail to the C hief" , I  r e c o g n iz e d  ■ 

G o v ern o r  P a t  B row n, T ony C e le b re z z e ,  T e r r y  S a n f o r d ,  the f o r m e r  

G o v e rn o r  of N o r th  C a ro l in a ,  W hitney Young of the U rb an  L e a g u e .

Lyndon m a d e  a  good b r i e f  sp eech  with an  opening line  w e lco m in g  

them  - -  " T h e  f i r s t  White H ouse  te a c h - in "  w hich d re w  a  r o a r  a n d  s a id  

the r e s ul t s  of a l l  th e i r  d e l ib e ra t io n s  w ould be d is t r ib u te d  to G o v e rn m e n t  

a g e n c ie s  an d  to C o n g re s s  and  w il l  hopefu lly  p roduce  ac tion .

A r th u r  G o ldberg  w as  on the p la tfo rm  w ith  u s .  He in tro d u c e d  h im  

a n d  a s k e d  h im  to s tand , and  acknow ledged  h is  g r e a t  s a c r i f ic e  in  tak ing  

th is  new  job.

And p e rh a p s  the h igh ligh t of the evening w as  a  p r o p o sa l  to e s ta b l i s h  

a  s e r i e s  of A dla i S tevenson  s c h o la r s h ip s  to s tudy in te rn a t io n a l  r e la t io n s h ip s .

T h en  Lyndon shook  hands a ro u n d  with the group  fo r  abou t 15 m in u te s ,  

an d  I s ta y e d  fo r  a n o th e r  h o u r  and  a  h a l f  g re e t in g  D r .  F r a n k  R o se  of the  

U n iv e r s i ty  of A lab am a - -  a  b u i ld e r  of the State  I love and  so m eo n e  I h a d  

, b e e n  anx ious  to know, a m az in g  S is te r  Jacq u e lin e  w hose p e r s o n a l i ty  

f a i r l y  sho o ts  s p a rk s  and  o th e rs  tha t I h a d  w anted  to s e e  - -  B a rn a b y  K eeney , 

P r e s i d e n t  o f  B row n U n i v e r s i t y , and  h an d so m e , a t t r a c t iv e  John  G a rd n e r ,
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C h a i rm a n  of the whole C o n fe ren ce .  I  d id n 't  have  a  chance  to ta lk  w ith

'J

h im .  . •"  ̂ ■

I d i r e c te d  every b o d y  to see  the Jacq u e lin e  Kennedy G a rd e n  o r 

the R o se  G ard en . I t r i e d  to m ak e  them  a l l  fee l  a t  hom e. And then  

a f t e r  see in g  L u c i  s t ro l l in g  a ro u n d  w ith  P a t  Nugent m ee tin g  people ,

I  s l ip p e d  u p s ta i r s  about 7:30 a n d  w a ited  fo r  Lyndon to com e fo r  d in n e r .  

And w hen  he  c a m e  h e  b ro u g h t  J im  H ag g a r ty  of ABC an d  B il l  M o y ers  

an d  the J a c k  V a len tis .

T he s ix  of us s a t  on the T ru m a n  B alcony  and ta lk ed  of the 

p ro fe s s io n  of b e ing  P r e s s  S e c r e ta r y  to a  P r e s id e n t  - -  the job not 

un lik e  a  b u ll  f ig h te r 's  i t  s e e m s  to m e .

I l ike  H a g g a r ty  - -  c r i s p ,  p o s it iv e ,  p ro fe s s io n a l .  Lyndon h a s  

a lw ay s  lik ed  h im . It w as  an  in te re s t in g  evening. He to ld  u s  we would 

do w e ll  to get som eone  who u n d e rs to o d  TV to he lp  u s .  Som eone like  

R o b e r t  M o n tg o m ery  w as to P r e s i d e n t  E ise n h o w e r .  He a lso  gave B il l  

a d v ice  about t im ing  of r e l e a s e s ,  the am o u n t of r e l e a s e s .  T hey  h a d  a  

lo t  of la u g h s .  And J im  H a g g a r ty  and  I  ta lked  about m y  ABC show 

w ith  John  S e c o n d a r i  on b eau tif ic a t io n .  How I do like S eco n d ar i  and  a l l  

h is  c rew !  B ut I am  a f r a id  we h a v e n 't  go tten  the m e s s a g e  a c r o s s  to 

the w o m en  on the o th e r  end of the s e t  in  G adsden, A lab am a o r  P o r t l a n d  

M a in e .  We ta lk e d  about upping the r e l e a s e  f ro m  T hanksg iv ing , 

a f te rn o o n  to an  e a r l i e r  t im e  to take advan tage  of the p o s s ib i l i t ie s  of

A ;
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F a l l  p lan ting .

I t  w as  a  w ork ing  d in n er  fu ll  of la u g h te r  and  good su g g es t io n s  

an d  r e m in is c e n c e s .  And I r e m e m b e r  p le a s a n t ly  J im H a g g a r ty  say ing  

th a t  he  n e v e r  e n te r e d  the gate  of the W hite H ouse w ithout h av in g  a  s p e c ia l  

fee lin g .  I  do.  I  a lw ays  sh a ll .

B i l l  M o y e rs  - -  s l im ,  quick, so v e r y  in te l l ig en t  - -  is  r id in g  a  

wave of e u p h o r ia  of c o m p lim e n ts  f ro m  a l l  s id e s .  And they c a m e  from , 

H a g g a r ty  a s  w e l l  abou t h is  handling  of the new s office . E v e r y on e 's  

d e s e rv e d .  And y e t  e v e ry  one  in  a  pang o r  th ru s t  to w ard  G e o rg e .  I 

w ish  w e  cou ld  avo id  c o m p a r iso n s  in a l l  f ie ld s .  He gave us  y e a r s  of 

w isd o m , w o rk  and  loyalty . He s im p ly  i s n ' t  a  bu ll  f ig h te r .  I  know 

th a t  the p lu se s  fo r  B i l l  c a r r y  w ith  them  a lso  fo r  Lyndon a  w e ig h t of 

s a d n e s s .  .

T h e re  w as ta lk  of P r e s id e n t  E ise n h o w e r  and  h is  w ay of conducting  

b u s in e s s .  T h e re  i s  nothing like  getting  in  the job yours e lf  to b eco m e

m o r e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of the m en  who h a d  i t  b e fo re  yo u .  - ^
V----- ----  ~ — ------------^ ^  ^ -------- --------

P r e s i d e n t  E ise n h o w e r  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  helpfu l,  and  I know Lyndon

h a s  l iv e d  to b le s s  the days in  the Senate  when he c o o p e ra te d  w ith  h imwith courtesy and respect.




