,the Wh1te House. It wasvjus‘t as easy as a dentist can be.' But eve;x’ L
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' It was one of thoseda.ys so b‘qs.‘y';_"‘that: 1t remlnds me of .Liz'fs
phrase: ."'rWat;g';ﬁt fo‘%r'.’ thatrevolv1ng &oer.'{!i’, DR
1 spent the ﬁrs.t- hour1n thefrustratmg busme ss of trymg to
get m a word vAv1th.L.yndon.between long telephone ca.lls..- vI’v'e blearz'led . 
to take rd1ot work//-- that rs 'eornethmg llke mgturtg my autographto. o
’:, a staclt of photoérap}g—; and“tut pat1ent13t unt11 he puts the phone back
~in the t:radle, find then get hlS advxce on some of my' pendmg ’ous1ness; ‘. :
| And then for anhour‘ahd ‘a’half w1th the tlentlst downsta1rs 1r1 SR o
NPAa- Tein”
that to m e is a bent-waxr, and there is more 1oom1ng
| I talked tnth Clark Cl1fford about the t1m1ng of the proposal
from the Un1vers1ty of Texas about the Lyndon Bames Johnson L1brary‘
He told .rvne def1n1te1y that'the”next move was up to us. Bill Heath would.
" Vvha.ve rnet with all the Regents on Fnday and Saturda.y.; An& 1f the;r had
“any obJectlons, ‘they would let us know. But at any rate theywould not.’
send the propoeedrletter‘ unt11 the;t had wordbfrom us or our agent that
it rhet wtth our app_roval._‘ . | | |
- i'cheoked'out eireryt ia"'st detail w1thh1m
- Our one word from Lyndon‘that rnormng was that he agreed w1th
1t,only "oheck on an offrce aad ehow 1th4to Ahe” (R B
: And thetl I had a loh; .siess‘.i.ori w1th Liz'..a nd B essand J1m Ketchum

~about the Peale portlrait'fo_r.gale m London of AGeO)“:".ge Washington whxch SN

i
¥
i
A
5
4




~that;';e‘.,i'1‘1 the"Blne,;Room_'; There is a shadow on the authenticity of .. .

th{‘ei‘_lseale portrait, eo we had better‘ not' get mixed up w’ith it,

'heard of from Adelme -B.es-la-nras commg over from France a.nd o

.bemg for sale for $80 000 wh1ch she sa1d was fnghtfully expenswe. .t')_ . R

’j been o’ver for tea ‘thh me And 1t was followed about the lOth of L
, .Iune bblya conv‘ersatlon w1th Bess. m whloh she told us she had =
learned that.the pnce of the Mary Cassatt was $100 000 and 1t had :
':‘been sold Lo and beholc} I rece1ved about the m1ddle of J’uly a letter .

‘ from Mr. Fosburgh about the very same Mary Cassatt for sale for

_ and ra1se the $100 000 Oh, weaée-r.a world of art -- I am sure I

. ,janother offer of a Remmgton water color from Ruth Carter Johnson. L
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we';mf'ght r:eialace thev-‘rather..‘poor,and very large'George WaehingtonA -

»

:;And then the very tangled s-ka:-ne of a Mary‘ Cassatt that I f1rst

But 1t mlght already be sold Thls wa.s m May, rxght after she had

T ST T R ; :

4
B}
o
i
:5

"

$125 ooo But Nerdlozs had agreed to. dOnate $25 ooo But if we S

wanted to buy 1t we would have to let them know in a couple of weeks

'-':don't know who 1s domg What to whom! _ “ " | ‘_ * ‘

>

L 'And then two qulte d1fferent thmgs -- the oféer of a loan of ‘ |

3 Hennetta Wyeth' ”Artﬁnto and the Doves" from w

dellcate, charmmg, ﬂether@al sort of p1cture We dec1ded 1t would

be Just r1ght for my bedroom, and wrote to gratefully accept 1t. And




: 1t back m Noah Webster 8 day And now the very elderly owner would
',be glad to donate it to the Wh1te House 1f he were qu1te sure that the

.'W h1te »House would welcome 1t -- orr so, sa1d Bill Benton. I told
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But since we don't need it badly now we said '"no'' but please not to_.e ~

forget us in case so‘rne’-_'_’of the loans »were;recall'ed.l

And an 1nterest1ng and surprlslng letter from B111 Benton about

- portra1t of Noah Webster -- the father of the d1ct1onary, to me at
: least_f;‘:-'-:;.‘ done by Sam_uel__ F. B ‘Morse -_—‘tha_t man of rn_any ‘Eal?‘n_tsf-'_.'.,iﬁ; o

It shou-ld“ n‘ev'er 'havé been ‘out ‘of ‘the;“farnil'y t‘hat‘ ha'd cornmission'e'd SN

o g o s ke By it

J1m Ketchum that would be- great The perfect place tohang it would

be the L1brary -- the man of words and all the books together and to : B

proceed:'to'w_nte a’metter. .

- j.fJ’im‘ said .there were usually two attitudes about the White House.

'Either'the rno'st remarkable,‘- touching generosit'y that almost made you

cry the way the Amerlcan people thmk about the Wh1te House - Or 'el'se

on the other hand doublmg the pr1ce when they hear the Whlte House has an '

1nterest in an 1tem.

R ,’ The four»ﬁof us wr‘apped'/up; a lotw'of bus{n'ess over:a lu'nc‘h‘of |
scrambled eggs and bacon. - And then I had a. session with Abe Fortas.

He read the proposal of the Umver51ty of Texas abOut the’ L1brary --i'

»af':r»x:aled it "o k "'f, And I d1scussed w1th h1m hlS ‘own dec151on of

last Fnday n1ghf and asked 1f 1t ‘were 1rrevooa.ble because Lyndon :

- EAENERE




..................... wit»iit i N, NN Ml
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woxild have to make the appointment soon. With smile -- a sort

of sad look --he said it had been a bad day. He had had a lot of
telephone calls; a visit from Arthur Goldberg had made him feel real
bad. His decision was based on the fact that he had about 4Z lawyers
in the firm and more coming on and lots of other employees and their
families -- some 168 people -- for whom he was in a way responsible.
And that he had hoped in his wildest dreams that maybe he could
stabilize the law firm, get plans made for them in about 2 years.

And then just maybe there might be such a chance. Faced with it

"I would just dread if the President was fac”jiwirfh any real troubles
his emotional reaction. For instan”jaf® Bobby Baker were indicted
then I wovild want to be*j«Jtmd to help him. And if I were on the Court,
I could not*"JPKat was the difference between the possibility of a Court
joJvarid"”e Attorney General job. "

I told him if he had any doubt at all he had better let Lyndon
know right away --if that letter were not irrevocable. He said he
would have to see what Carol thought about it. I knew how disappointed
she would be.

And then I dashed off*late and harrassed”to the beauty parlor
and back and late and hurried having used my time under the dryer

to read the guest list as much as I could for the Reception for the



MEMORANDUM R
THE WHITE HOUSE

-WASHINOTON o R R

Wednesday,‘ ‘July 21, | 19_65 Lo EEE ;;-;_P".a'-ge 5~ o

| 'Whitﬂe House Co’nf.e»renee _-on Ecincetion _eche.duled“for 530 And to v_g'ov.:"h_ -
.over as many of ‘th:e panels v,_—-‘ the 'to‘pie_s' of di.sc-us'silo\bnv,.':Athje‘—.—VI;I;’E?té#a..
vtry to get in the mood to meet them. ,' - : S L -'_‘ | ' - ,' ”“
I had known Lyndon ha.d had a meetmg at 11 00 w1th McNamara., -.

. just back frorn V1et Narn, 'and Dean Rusk and McGeorge Bundy And
fthe1r“cars were st-1‘11 there .\;vhen I got back-from the beauty parloret

: 500 So 1t.' _ha.d been .a’ s‘heer helluva dé‘} fo:; hi_m‘ ;'—_no‘fﬁime to. e
“con‘c‘:ent‘:’rate On -edueat1on '-- not_ even fof'e igve.lexy of viel.tlng Gerrnors

k a.ndr Umversny profe5so;;s',‘,’.:_-‘:;x:_,:" E

o

_'He was to meet the 14 Chairmen and the Vice Chairmenin . .
. his office at 5:00 for their report on the achievements of the . - ..

. .Conference, and then 30 minutes later we would all march out to’ .

| .' the ' sta.gefor hlS " speechtohundreds ofguests-- Cablnet members, -
: '.'Afnba;seac.lorS‘; Governors,educators-- rangmgfrom ;T.é;fn—es Cona.nt |
| ofv Har‘vardl to hhck Garza of San AnI;onlo ;- Brackenridge 's pr1nC1pa.1
| To apply. one 5 selfvwn.vth eomplete c‘oncentfatlon to. l;he problein.s

of Viet- Nam and then sh1f.t the gears of one's mind to the’ maJor workers Sl

‘; - ... A_‘;;‘. .

" on the Conference on_ Educa.tion while they discussed the 'z_-esults of the o
- panels on jobs, drop-outs} ,automation', skill obsolescence, ‘ re—edu'ca'tion,‘ .
teache‘:..,educatio;n,' ‘the role of the States to jft}heUnive*J’:.s'igy and higher o

“ o 'educa‘tio_n;aovefse'a;s pr’dé_ram's', _ f"or‘e‘ign"*students,: educe;ing the hendicepped!fi_:_
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whlle knowing that aexe-x-al 800 people are wa1t1ng for you on the lawn -
'would make me throw up my hands ‘and leap out the w1nd0w. So I felt
.m«{ t_:»hee.ring Lynd_oa for getting there ‘at al]., _quite calr_n and oniy about
15 Irninutes 1_atei-.j'>"_. ! | o R
We .st_ro‘l‘lyed_‘up theplatform to ‘”I—.Ia.il to th.e‘Chi_ef,-"",, i"recogni’zed .
W ) Governor éat B;rown,‘. Tony Ceiebrezze,. .Tev‘rr;? San,lford | the fo:-rner
L Governor of North-Carolma,._ Wh1tney Young of the Urban Lea.gue..“
Lyndon rnaﬂde a good br1ef speech w1th an openmg line .welcommg
’ thern .-.. ,|_'.Th‘e.‘f‘1rst Wh_1te I-.Ionse_te‘ach‘—m” wh1ch drewa;roar_and.sald.
B vthe results ofall then: delilberati.ons wouid b'e ldistributed tol’Gove‘rn.rnent

‘ agenc1es and to’ Congress and will hopefully produce actlon.,

Arthur Goldberg was on the platform w1th us. He introdu'ced him‘

= and asked h1m to stand and acknowledged hlS great sacr1f1ce in ta.kmg :
vth15 new Job . - DR |

And perhaps the h1gh11ght of the evenmg was a proposal to estabhsh

 a series of Adla1 Stevenson scholarshlps to- study 1nternat1onal relat10nsh1ps.

- Then Lyndon shook h’ands around w1th the group for about .15 minutes,

and_vI stayed forfanother hour and a half 'greeting Dr. Frank Rose of the -
Unive_rsity of Alabama -- a builder of the State I love and som eone I ‘had
o

been anxious to know, f(mazmg S1ster Jacquelme whose personahty

falrly shoots sparks and others that I had wanted to see - Barnaby Keeney,

Pres1dent of Brown Umver 51ty and handsome, attractwe John Gardner.

s wm e ds

JRSSURES. [rHth Moty
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Chairman of the whole Conference.{”' I didn't have a chance to talk with
him.
_ I directed everybody to see the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden or |

" the l{.ose- Garden. Itried to make them all féel at home. And then :

L after see'ing Luci strdlling around With Pat Nugent meeting people, ‘

I shpped upsta1rs about 7 30 and wa1ted for Lyndon to come for dmner '

And when he came }h/brought J1m Haggarty of ABC and B1ll Moyers
and the Jack Valentls._ s o
e The. Six of us .sat on the Truman .Balcony and. tall‘<éd.o.f ;he .
: Pi"'ofee‘sion' of be_ing;'Press. Sec:“-etat'ylte a l’reslde’nt -~ the job not -
. nnlill;e' a bull 'ﬁ‘ghte‘r_'s, 1t seems to m‘e.. ' |

- Ilike Haggarty -- criep, ‘positive, vp[rofeseional. | Lyndon has

' always liked him. ' It was an interesting evening. He told us we would -

do well to get someone who understeod TV to help us. ‘Someone like

Robert.Montgome;y was to President Eisenl;ew_er. ‘He also gave Bill --

advice about timing of rele'a-ses, the arneunt of“releases ‘I‘hey had a B

lot of laughé. And J1m Haggarty and I talked about my ABC show

with John Secondar1 on beaut1f1cat10n._ How I do 11ke Seconda.n and all :

|

his crew. But I am afraid we haven't'gotten the message across to o

the women on the other end of the set 1n Gadsden, Alabama or Portland

N

Mame We talked about uppmg the release from Thanksglvmg/

afternoon to an earher tlme to ta.ke advantage of the p0551b111t1es of

B e o o B Al AR A TR i 4
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. Fall planting.

II: was a workmg dmner ‘full of laughter and’ good suggestmns

v ahd‘ rem1n1scences And 1 remember pleasantly J1m Haggarty sa.ylng
- ‘, tha.t he never entered the gate of the Whlte House w1thout ha.vmg a spec1a.l -
_feeling I do. I always shall.

B111 Moyers -- sl1rn qulck so very mtelhgent --is r1d1ng a

wave ofeuphona. pf comphments-lfrom all s1d_es. ) And‘they came,‘fr'o_r_n_ .'

| Ha.gga.rty as wellabout hie handhng of the news ofﬁceEver)fone' s
'bdes'er.\f;ed. "->.‘An.d yte.it:"e\:rex‘-yf)ne b1n ’a pang or thres.t tov.varvd Georée. I
'Wlsh we could avoid compa.nsens 1n. all flelds. "He gaveﬁus yeafs.of.

| w1sdom,“work and loyalty He su‘n-ply; isn't a bu11 flghter 1 know‘

~, ‘_’that the pluses for Bill carry w1th them also for LyndOn a welght of
_sadnesee. | | | o

: ..There wes_ ;talk of 'Presid‘e’n‘t Eisenhower and his"wa'vy‘ of c‘:Ondb..ctin:g

busihess; - There is nothing like ‘getting in the job jibuself 'to,becoryn‘e '

mo'r'e‘ilhd..ers‘ta'hding’jof the men Who had it before youj'.

,has. ,‘li\‘red to bless the days in the Senaie.' when he 'coopefated With h1m

with courtesy and re spect,’

Presi'den‘t Eisenhower has been very helpful, and I know Lynddn -

i o it WAt 3






