
HE W H ITE HOUSE
V V A S H I N O T O N

T h u rs  day, Ju ly  22, 1965

I woke abou t 5:30 to h e a r  Lyndon say  -  a lm o s t a s  though, he  w e re  

in  the m id d le  of a  se n te n c e , bu t h e h ad  b een  in te r ru p te d  - "I  don ' t w ant 

to ge t in  a  w a r  and  I don' t  see  any  w ay out of i t .   I 'v e  got to c a l l  up 6000 

b o y s , m ak e  them  le a v e  th e ir  h o m es  and  th e ir  f a m i l i e s . " It w as a s  though 

h e  w e re  ta lk ing out loud , no t e s p e c ia lly  to m e . I hope the r e f r a in  h a d n 't  

b e e n  in  h is  m in d  a l l  n ig h t long. F ee lin g  lik e  the boy th a t le a v e s  the  b u rn in g  

d eck , I  w en t to m y own room  to t r y  to get a n o th e r  h o u r o r  two o f s le e p ,— '  

f i tfu l  an d  u n s a tis fa c to ry ,  and  so I  go t up  a t  7 and  s ta r te d  a  b u sy  day  d evo ted  

e n t i r e ly  to b e a u tif ic a tio n ,

m

■ . ' L a sk e r-
I jf;  F i r s t ,  a  l i t t le  b i t  of w o rk  w ith  P a ts y  on the m a il and  th en  a t  11 M ary  

a n d N ash  C a s tro  and  L iz  c a m e . ' We s e t  a  da te  of the n ex t m e e tin g  of the 

B e a u tif ic a tio n  C o m m itte e , the 24th  of S ep tem b er a f te r  M a ry 's  b a c k  fro m  

E u r ope . ' We a sk e d  two m o re  peop le  to  jo in  u s  on the c o m m itte e  -  R o b e r t 

W eav er fro m  N a tio n a l H ousing, and  M r. C u r r i e r ,  a  re la t iv e  of the P a u l 

M e llo n s ' who h a s  the know ledge an d  in te r e s t  to be  h e lp fu l, i f  he jo in s , a c c o r d -  

i n g  to  M ary .  ̂ '

'  T hen  a  b ig  p ro b le m , o u r "s a le s  p ack ag e"! O ur b o o k le t, w h ich  h o p efu lly  

w ill show  the b e fo re  and a f te r s  of a  s m a ll  sq u a re , a  tr ia n g le , in  W ashington,- 

and  how  m u ch  i t  w ill c o s t;  of a n  un p lan ted  schoo l, an d  w ith  one w ith  w ise ly  

c h o se n , hardy , f lo w erin g  t r e e s  an d  s h ru b s . Of the g re a t ,  sp le n d id  p ro je c ts ,  

o f the W ashing ton  m o n u m en t g ro u n d s, and  H ains po in t - a l l  s o r ts  o f p ac k ag es

r
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ra n g in g  f ro m  a  th o u san d  d o lla rs  to a  h u n d red  th o u san d  - and  no t to leav e  out 

the  s in g le  t r e e s ,  is  m y  p le a . B ec au se  one of the m o s t d e lig h tfu l re c o g n itio n s

w e have had , a s  g if ts , a r e  f r o m  sch o o l c h ild re n  in  b u s e s , com e to W ashing ton  

on  th e i r  sp r in g  v a c a tio n  to se e  the C h e r ry  t r e e s ,  w ho then  sen d  u s  a  ch eck  fo r  

ab o u t $17 d o lla r s  to p lan t a  c h e r ry  so m e tim e , so m ew h ere , in  m e m o ry  of th e ir  

t r ip .  An d th e re  w e re  abou t fo u r o r  five such  t r ip s .  I  s u re ly  w an t to see  

th ey  m ak e  so m eb o d y ' s co lum n , p a r t ic u la r ly  along  ab o u t n ex t F e b r u a ry  and  

M a rc h , w hen o th e r  b u s lo a s  of c h ild re n  w ill be planning  th e ir  t r ip s  to 

W ash ing ton  a t  C h e r ry  b lo sso m  tim e .

A nd of c o u r s e ,  the b ig  d is c u s s io n  w as fa ll  p lan ting , and  how  cou ld  

we g e t in te r e s t  s t i r r e d  up in  i t  -b y  w ritin g  a l e t t e r  o r  te le g ra m  to the m a y o rs  

a l l  o v e r  the c o u n try  - to g o v e rn o r 's  a l l  o v e r  the co u n try ?  I t  w ill be a  r e q u e s t  

fo r  c o o p e ra tio n , p e rh a p s  by  ca llin g  a  co n fe re n c e  in  th e ir  own c o m m u n itie s  o r  . 

s ta te s .  Anyhow, so m e s o r t  of a  s p ir i te d  ac tio n .

T h en  I r e a d  them  a  d ra f t  of a  l i t t le  s to ry  th a t L ife  m ay  u se  a lo n g

w ith  i t s  sp re a d . F ro m  m y  in fo rm a l ta lk  w ith h e r ,  L iz  h as  w oven i t  together,
' .p ick in g  up N a s h 's  fa c ts  and  f ig u re s  th a t I th ink  m ig h t be  u s e fu l. I

I t  w as a  fu ll m o rn in g .
' ■ ' ' 

A t 1 o 'c lo c k  Diana cam e in  fo r  lu n ch . She had  ju s t  c a lle d  m e  the n ig h t 

b e fo re  abou t so m eth in g  th a t m ig h t be a  key  to su p p o rt of young peop le  a l l  o v e r  

the c o u n try .  She' s going to a  n a tio n a l co n fe re n c e  and  conclave  of G ir l  S couts , 

t h e r e 'l l  be som e 10 ,000  of them  th e re ,  and  sh e ‘s going to  m e e t w ith  the l e a d e r s .
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the  p la n n e r s ,  and  they  have a lre a d y  o ffe re d  to  host  a  s e m in a r  o r  g a th e r in g  

in  W ash ing ton  o f  the  le a d e r s  of youth  g ro u p s . I t  sounds lik e   they  w ould  

m e a n , b e s id e s  th em se lv e s  ( G ir l  S cou ts), Boy S co u ts, 4H, C a m p f ire , G ir l ’ s 

C lu b s , a l l  the youth  s e rv ic e  o rg a n iz a tio n s . T h e se  w ould n o t be  th e  young 

p eo p le  them  s e lv e s ;  the p ro g ra m  p la n n e rs ;  the le a d e r s ,  and  I  w ould  hope, 

a  sp rin k lin g  of the le a d e r  sh ip  am ong  the young.

: W hat an  a rm y  th is  w ould m ake - i f  we co u ld  r e a l ly  "b u ild  a  f ir e  

u n d e r  th e m ", to s t a r t  p lan tin g  cam p a ig n s , and  ed u ca tio n  c a m p a ig n s , and  

c le a n  u p  c a m p a ig n s , c h e r is h  th is  c o u n try  and  th ink  fo r  the fu tu re  -  th ese  

a r e  the fo lk s  we w an t to r e a c h , i f  only  we h ad  the s a le s m e n !

We m ad e  i t  c le a r  th a t the W hite H ouse c o u ld n 't  ru n  su ch  a 

c o n fe re n c e ; i t ’s too, b ig  a  job fo r  o u r l i t t le  s ta ff , bu t I ’d s u re ly  le n d  m y  

tim e  an d  an y  p o s s ib le  sp eech , te a  a tte n d a n c e , any th ing  I  could  do, to 

e n l i s t  them  to  b r in g  them  in to  the .fold. They a r e  the key , the young 

fo lk s . ^

D iana le f t ,  th r i l le d  and  e la te d , sh e ’s r e a l ly  going out th e re  a s  

a  m e m b e r  of the b o a rd  of the G ir l  S couts and  to te l l  them  ab o u t the P e a c e  

C o rp , o f c o u r s e .  ‘ T h is  i s  an  addendum . She to ld  m e  h e r  daddy is  going 

to g e t in  the n e x t day . S h e 'll  ju s t  m is s  h im  -  she w as leav in g  a t  5 - and  

so , too , w as M ary  leav in g  s h o r tly  a f te r  5.

: ; So a f te r  lu n ch , I  sa id , " L e t’s g e t W alte r W ashington , a n d  d r iv e  

a ro u n d  and  lo o k  a t  som e of the sch o o ls  - the p ro p o se d  ones  fo r  p la n t in g ,: 

b e c a u s e  we go t th is  m oney , i t ’s h igh tim e  we s e t  ab o u t ch o o sin g  a  schoo l

-!

1
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fo r  f a l l  p lan tin g  and  t r y  to have a  m o d e l schoo l, a  m o d el p la y  g ro u n d  and  a

few  m o d e l t r ia n g le s  o r  s q u a re s  of p a rk s ,  to show  fo r  o u r w o rk . So we

d ro v e  in to  the  C a rd o z a  d is t r ic t ,  seco n d  p re c in c t I believe it is, p a s se d  W a lte r  Jo n e s  

School, B e rn a rd  School, John  L . Young P lay g ro u n d , and  th en  p a s s e d  the 

K ennedy  p la y g ro u n d .

•' " I  h a d  tw o s or t o f re v e la tio n s  along  the w ay. T h e se  sc h o o ls  w e re  * ^ ^

, in d e e d  d r e a r y  and ug ly , though ad eq u a te  looking  b r ic k  s t r u c tu r e s ;  a  l i t t le  - 

w o e-b eg o n e  g r a s s  in  f ro n t,  no p lan tin g ; w ith in  the p lay g ro u n d , s o lid  c o n c re te , ’ 

w ith  v e r y  s p a r s e  p lay  eq u ip m en t. But the u n u su a l th ing  w as the n u m b e r  of ; 

b ro k e n  window p a n e s . S o m etim es  a s  m an y  a s  20 in  the f ro n t of the  b u ild ing ; 

b ro k e n , fo r  w hat r e a s o n  - b o re d  young fo lk s , a n g ry  young fo lk s , f r u s t r a t e d  -  '  ̂

WHY? -  An u g ly  sym ptom  of som e d is e a se  today , J

I  a s k e d  W a lte r , th a t h a rd -w o rk in g  a p o s tle  of "Let' s do so m eth in g  on th is  

c o m m itte e " - how  the two sch o o ls  h ad  f a r e d  t h a t  the S.  K line d e p a r tm e n t s t or e  

an d  H e c h in g e r 's  p lan te d  l a s t  sp r in g . He b ea m ed  and s a id  t h a t  the  n u m b e r of 

b ro k e n  w indow  p an es  h ad  gone down m a rk e d ly , th e re  h ad  only  b e e n  two s in ce  

th a t h ad  tak en  p lace  in  M ay,

A nd then  the o th e r  re v e la tio n  w as to see  the K ennedy P la y g ro u n d .

A b o is te ro u s ,  c a rn iv a l  s o r t  o f p lac e  -  s im p ly  bo iling  w ith  c h ild re n , p lay in g  on 

an  o ld  s t r e e t  c a r ,  an  o ld  f i re eng ine , a  sa lv a g e d  sh ip , a i rp la n e , t r a in ,  a l l  of 

w h ich  h a d  b e e n  p a in te d  b r ig h t  re d , g re e n , b lu e , p u rp le ; s tr ip e d , c i r c l e d  - a   

v e r i ta b le  c a rn iv a l  o f c o lo r .  • . =
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T he sa m e s o r t  o f th ing w ith  som e sc re e n in g  of p lan tin g , p e rh a p s  a  

fe n c e , som e v in e s  a r ound i t ,  a  m e re  sp rin k lin g  of flo w erin g  t r e e s  a ro u n d  

the e d g e s . No g r a s s ,  no u se  fo r  g r a s s .  Som e b en ch es  u n d e r  the t r e e s  

fo r  m a m a s  to s i t  an d  w atch  -  an d  th is  m ig h t be the v e r y  re c ip e  fo r  h ig h e r  

d e n s ity  of p o p u la tio n  spo t in  W ashington . If th e re  w as the  lan d , the 

e q u ip m en t, a n d  m uch  of i t  w ould be re a d ily  a v a ila b le  fro m  the D efen se  

D e p a r tm e n t - o r  fro m  a l l  s o r ts  o f w reck in g  p la c e s . T he la n d , a la s ,  

w ould  b e  p ro h ib itiv e ly  h igh , b u t  i t ' s w o rth  in v e s tig a tin g . ^

V We d ro v e  b ac k  p a s t  G a r f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  w hich  s tan d s  on the g rounds 

w h e re  once s to o d  G a rf ie ld  H o sp ita l -  L ynd a  w as b o rn  th e re .   G a rfie ld

T e r r a c e  i s  now  a  hom e fo r  the in d ig en t e ld e r ly  - q u i te  c h a rm in g ly  p lan ted , 

w ith  one of the h a n d so m e s t v iew  of W ashington f rom the ro o f  top g a rd e n ,

W a lte r  W ash ing ton  te l ls  m e , and  K ay G rah am  is  going to do so m e th in g  ab o u t 

fu rn ish in g  i t  an d  m ak in g  i t  e s p e c ia lly  b e a u tifu l, he  sa id .

We r e tu rn e d  to the W hite H ouse abou t 5:30, in  tim e  fo r  M ary  to 

c a tc h  h e r  p lan e , an d  s a id  goodbye.  She’s off to the so u th  of F ra n c e  and a  

c o m p le te  change, f ro m  w ork .

I 'm  going to  be the  b ig g e s t v a c a tio n  buff in  the w o rld , w hen th is

job  i s  o v e r  - I  ju s t  hope sh e  w o n 't fo rg e t  me  by th en !  She h a d  show ed m e  

p ic tu re s  o f the f a i ry - ta le  v i l la  she r e n ts  e v e ry  A ugust and  h a s  in v ite d  m e . 

s e v e r a l  t im e s . . , .
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T hen  I  ta lk e d  to L ynda. I sounded  s h o r t  and  unhappy an d  she  sa id , 

" H e re ,  I  sw am  a l l  the w ay fro m  C anada  to ta lk  to you, w ith  65 d e g re e  w a te r .” 

S u re  enough, she  h ad , in  the b o u n d a r ie s  w a te r s  b e tw een  the U n ited  S ta te s  and  

C an ad a , She h ad  swum  a  h a lf  a  m ile , a c r o s s  one of the M in n eso ta  la k e s  an d  

th en  b a c k  to the c a m p s ite  on the A m e ric a n  s id e . If she  can  ju s t  w r ite  lik e  

sh e  c a n .ta lk  sh e ' l l  m ak e  th a t a  good s to ry  fo r  N atio n al G eo g rap h ic . .

• Lyndon cam e  hom e a  l i t t le  b e fo re  n in e , c a lle d  the E d  C la r k 's  and

• b ro u g h t them  down fo r  d in n e r . ;

; / ; To think all  day , and I  h ad , i s  a  h a rd  job fo r  m e . It shou ld give

m e m o re  sy m p a th y  fo r  Lyndon, and  a s  soon  a s  d in n e r  w as o v e r -  a b o u t  

v 10:30 - I  w as re a d y  fo r  a  m a s s a g e . T hank  goodness Ann is  su ch  h o m e fo lks

. th a t  I  co u ld  a s k  h e r  to c u r l  up  on the bed  w h ile  I h ad  one, and  te l l  m e  the 

new s of A u s tin  - of Doug and  L e ila , an d  h e a r  i t  w as bad . - .

Doug is  b e in g  hounded  out of h is  law  p a r tn e rs h ip  b e c a u se  of h is  

e s p o u sa l  of the D e m o c ra tic  P a r ty  in  l a s t  f a l l 's  cam p aig n . ^

One of the o ld e s t fa m ilie s  in  the s ta te ; one of the m o s t s e c u re ly  

p la c e d  in  w e a lth  an d p o s itio n , b u t n o t im m une to th e ir  n e ig h b o rs , to th e ir  

f r ie n d s ;  a n g e r  w hen they  b r e a k  the m o r e s  of th e ir  p a r t  of the w o rld . A nn 

w a s  d i v id ed  b e tw een  e x c ite m e n t of going to A u s tra l ia  and  te a r s  ab o u t L e ila .

She h a s  a l r e a d y  so ld  h e r  ho u se  in  A ustin ; is  m oving  h e r  th ings to  

h e r  l i t t le  m e d a llio n  ho u se  in  D eep E a s t  T exas.

T ir e d  a s  I  w a s , i t  w as h a rd  to go to  s le e p  a f te r  A nn le f t  an d  I 

w ound up  try in g  to r e a d  m y s e lf  to  s le e p  - -  m a k in g  a  r a th e r  p o o r  ch o ice , '

in  fa c t, b e c a u se  I h ad  a  sam p lin g  o f the l e t t e r s  abou t b e e r  and  C ath o lic ism  



MEMORANDUM

' f ;/  ' ./'TH E WHITE h o u s e V' ■; ^
(i ' W A S H I N O T O H  ' ' . i '

T h u rs d a y , Ju ly  22, 1965 P ag e  7

b ro u g h t to m e , and  th e y 'r e  b e t te r  7:00 am  re a d in g  t h a n  12 m id n ite .

■^1 ■


