I woke about 5: 30 to hear Lyndon say - almost as though he were

in the rn1ddle of a se_ntence,_ but he had been 1nterrupted —' "I don t want~
to get in a war a.nd I don?t see an'y way‘out of 1t. I've got to call up 6000
boys, make them leave the1r homes and the1r fam111es. "

It was as though ‘
he were ta1k1ng out loud not esPemally to me.

S 'been 1n hlS m1nd all nlght long Feehng 11ke the b0y that: leaves the burnmg

: deck, I Went to my own room to try to get another hour or two of sleep.—/

_'7'1tful]. and unvsatitsﬁfaet'ory,' and ‘syo I got up a't_*? and started a busy day devoted 3

¥ 'entir’elyt to :beauti'fication.‘vr},' el

and Nash Castro and L1z came. We set a date of the next meet1ng of the

. Beaut1f1catlon Commlttee, the 24th of September after Mary's back from |
Europe. We asked two more people to Jo1n us on the comm1ttee - Robert '.

Weaver from Nat1ona1 Housmg, and Mr._Geuaa.e.r, ‘a relat1ve of the Paul

, Mellons s who has a/knowledge and mterest to be helpful 1f he Joms, accord-—
' 'mg to Mary. =

S

"Then = blg p’°b1‘"m' our Sales Package./ Our booklet, wlnch hopefulIY
w111 show the before a.nd afters of a small square, a tr1angle, in Washmgton,

and how much_ it w111 cost; of an unplantedi school and with 'one w1th w18e1y

chosen, hard-y, flowering trees and shrubs,

Of the great, splendld pro_]ects.

of the Washmgton monument grounds, and Ha1ns po1nt - all sorts of. packages

{
§

|

E

I hope the refraln hadn't : i‘

|

i

!

|

}

i
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R e Ty S ekerd
T_‘F1rst. a httle b1t of work w1th Patsy on the ma1l and then at 11 Mary ,
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' ranging from e' thouee.nd dollare t:.o a bundred thousand - and not to leave out ﬁ
the eingle tre‘e.s;. irs my plea. ,Beceuse one of the.most delightful reoognirions R
we he.ve had as grfts, are jj;:school cb1ldren in buses, come to- Washmgton
on thelr sprrng vacatmn -ro see the Cherry trees. aaé—then send us ; cbeek for‘ o
about $17 dolla.rs to plant a cberry sometlme, somewhere, 1n memory of thelr

._»trlp. ‘ And there were about fonr or five sucb'trlpe. ‘ I surely wa.;n't» to 'see
they make somebody‘e column; parncnlarly Halong about next“Februar}r and
March | when other busloa.c@s of chlldren w111 be plannmg then: trlps to

Washmgton a.t Cherry blossom tmne. 3

Sl

And of course, th‘e'big diseus s,ivon we,s fall plan'tin:g,' and how ..conld f

o we get interest stirred up in it -by writing a letter or telegram to the mayors . - '

s

- all over the country - to governor's all over the country. - It will be a request '
for cooperation, perhaps by calling a conference in their own com'munities or .

states, Anyhow, some sort of a spirited action.

"Then I reed thern a-.‘ draft ’ofva little storﬁr tbat Life rnay "uee a.long
iwi.th its"s:prea.&"‘. From my 1nforrna.l talk with her, L1z has woven it together,.
plcklngl up Nash’s facts and f1gures‘;/£}{a,t I rhlnk mlght’be useful I |

| It was a fu_ll rnormng. ‘ | R

.+ Diana . ‘ ' ‘ .
At 1 ofclock £ came in for lunch She had just called me the mght

' before about somethmg that rm.ght be a key to support of young people all over
: t,he country, N She 8 gorng‘to anatlona._lv_conferenCe and conclave of_G_1r_1 Scouts ,

(\__,,w " there'll be. some 1'0',.1000. of them there, and sbe"sy“going ro r_‘nee(.: with the -1ee.ders',‘, N
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the planners, and they have already offered to-po:s-t-a semmar or gathermé
in Wash'mgton,)/f the 1eaders 'of youth “groups. It sounds 11ke - they v-vouldv.'f}":"”-";
- mean," 4bes:,des themselveaLGlrl Scouts Boy Scouts, 4H, Campf1re, Gn'l'
, .Clubs, all the youth service organ1zat1ons. : These would not be the young
people vthem lselves,‘.th‘e progr‘am nlanners \the .lea..ders, and I would hope, A

a 8pr1nk11ng of the leadershlp among the young.

What an army thJ.s would make - 1f we. could really bu11d 2 f1re S

-underthe,m, . to_start_ plantmg carnpa;xgns, iand educ_at1on‘campa1gns, and_ '

: clean'fup".carnpaig'ns,_7_;_,cherish.thi's'_":clountry _and thmk for the -future_’_- these s

. are the'folks we want to-reach, if only we had the salesmeén!

L We made'fit-fclea:r that'.‘the White House:‘couldn't run such a“v'i;_ o

; conference, 1t's too b1g a JOb for our 11tt1e staff but I'd surely lend my g o

A

t1me and any poss1b1e speech tea attendance, anythmg I could do, to

venhst them to brmg them mto the fold They are the key, the young "

 folks,”

D1ana 1eft, thr111ed and elated she '8 really go;mg out’ there as
a member of the board of the G:.rl Scouts and to tell them about the Peace :
Corp, of course. Th1s 1s an addendum. : She told me her daddy is: gomg -

to get in the next day. ' She'll Just m1ss h1m - she was leavmg at 5 - and

so, too, was Mary leavmg shortly after 5 L j' B _ ,

; """?',So after lunch I sa1d "' Let’s get Walter Washmgton, and dr1ve '
@ “ " around and look at some of the schools - thevproposed one"s for plant1ng, Ty

because, we got thrs “m’oney,--;t's _hlgh t1me we se_t about _‘_choo_s:ng a school -
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for fall plantmg and try to have a model school a model play ground anda

few model tr1angles or squares of parks, to show for our work. So we
: - I believe it is .

o drove into the Cardoza dlstrlct, second precmct[ passed Walter J’ones

| School Bernard School John L Young Playground and then passed the

Ke nne dy playg round

L 1ndeed dreary and ugly, though adequate lookmg br1ck structures, a l1tt1e =

""".",-"'woe-begone grass in front, no plantmg, w1th1n the playground SOlld concrete, o

”'A,"W1th very-;spar_,se -play equxpment. - But the unusual. th1ng was the number of T
' broken Window panes. : Sometlmes as ma.ny as 20 m the front of the bu1ld1ng,

] “broken, for what reason - bored young folks, angry young folks, frustrated -

'WHY‘? : An ugly symptom of some dlsease today. o

- comrn 1ttee - how the two schools had ;Kﬁ;/that the S. Klme department store -

LY

i "" I asked Walter, that hard-worklng apostle’of t‘s do sornethlng on th1s .

W

and Hechmger ] planted last spnng.g He beamed and'said that the number of.

broken wmdow panes had gone down markedly, there had only been two since

: ~ that had taken place in May. L

: verltable carmval of color.

And then the other revelat1on Was to see the Kennedy Playground

A bo1sterous, carmval sort of place - s1mply b0111ng w1th chlldren, playlng on

an old street car, an old f1r{eng1ne, a salvaged shlp, airplane,,train, all of

wh1ch had been pamted br1ght red, green, blue, purple, strlped crrcled - a |

I had two//80rt of revelatlons along the waY. The se schools were/ '

e et e A e o P rkai 3 e R e e




vwould be proh1b1t1vely hzgh but 1t's worth mve st1gat1ng.

e ‘3':'vv1t11 one of the mast handsomest ﬁ1ew of Washmgto oo
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The same sort of thmg w1th some screenmg of plantmg, perhaps a

fence, some vines a.‘nound it, 2 mere sprmklmg of flowerlng trees around

the edges. - No grass, no use for grass.. .Some benches under the' trees '

for mamas to 31t a.nd watca - and thlS mlght be the very rec1pe for hlgher‘

b den51ty of populatmn spot in Washmgton, ' _I_f__ ,there was the land, the -

_- equ1pme nt, and much of it would be' readlly_a‘}ailable frorn -the D‘efense .

‘ Department - or from all sorts of wreckmg places. 'I‘he land alas,

e where once stood Garfleld Hosp1tal - Lynda was born there. ‘,, Garheld

Terrace is now a home for the md1gent elderly 'qua.ot-charmlngly planted

s

S Walter Washmgton tells me, and Kay Graham 1s gomg to do sornethmg a.bout ‘

' '-furn1sh1ng it and makmg 1t espec1ally beaut1ful he sa1d

We returned to the Wh1te House about 5 30, in t1me for Mary to

| catch her plane, and sa1d goodbye. . She!s ol'f to. _the south_of F.ra_nce and a -

'complete change from work.

| I‘m going to b‘e the biggest”va.cation b‘uff_:in the‘world when this

o job is over -1 j’ust‘hope'she wéﬁ:t‘ forget 'rn'e by then?. , She had showed me - o :

p1ctures of the fa1ry-tale v111a she rents every August and has 1nv1ted me .

several_trmes,

4 ‘. ' We drove back past Garf:.eld Terrace' _whlch stands on the grounds = L

‘the roof top garden, o

25 e LD S L i s i 0 i
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Then I talked to Lynda. I sounde_d 'short and unhapp_\j and she 'said,
”Here,'..I swam all_ the way from Canada: to talkpt'o you,w1th 65 .de‘gree water. 0
Sure enough,- she Ahad-,' in the boundaries waters 'between the‘ ’lUnited'States and
Chianadah.vb":She 'had swum a'half a mile, across;’one of the Minnesota l_a‘kes' and -: .
_,,then\ back to the .camp.slte on the Ame rlcan slde. It she can‘ Just wr1te 11ke
B she can talk/he'll make that a good story for Natmnal Geographlc.
| Lyndon came home a 11ttle before mne, called the Ed Clark’s and

R

’ .7','brought them down for chnnel'-

-:’"I'o thmk all day, and I had, is a hard Job for me.‘ It should g1ve

'me more sympathy for Ly-ndon. and as soon as dlnner was over - about

- 10 30 - I was ready for a massage. Thank goodness Ann 1s ‘such. home folks R

bbb e e A i e e %

that I could ask her to curl up on the bed wh11e I had one, and tell me the ‘

'-'news of Austm - of Doug and Lella, and hear 1t was bad
. '_Doug is being hounded.out of his law partnerShip because of his - |
espousal” of the 'D'e'm-ocr’atic Party in‘ 'last fall's carnpaign; : Cos

One of the oldest fam111es in the state, one of the most securely

placed m wealth and pos1t1on, but not 1mmune to the1r ne1ghbors, to the1r
: frlends. anger when they break the BEONRES of thelr part of the world Ann o
was dev1ded between exc1tement of gomg to Austraha and tears about Lerla. :
She has already sold her house in Austm, is movmg her thmgs to

her httle medallmn house in Deep East Texas. )

Ix‘) L ‘ : Tlred as I was, it was hard to go to sleep/fter Ann left and I |

 wound up try1ng to read myself to sleepM yakmg a rather poor cho1ce,

in fact, because 1 had a samphng of the letters about . beer and Cathohc:.sm
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brought to me, and t‘hgy"r'e better 7:00 am ’re.a.di_ng‘. than 12 midnite.




