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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H l N O T O l f  • '

F r id a y , Ju ly  23, 1965 ’

T h is  day  b eg an  a s  a  fabu lous v is i t  in to  a  page of p a s t  h is to ry  th a t 

i s  f a s t  d isa p p e a r in g  fro m  the sc e n e .

M rs . M a r jo r ie  P o s t  i s  a  m e m b e r  of ou r B e a u tif ic a tio n  C o m m ittee  

an d  she  h a s  m ad e  a  g ift o f  $ 5 ,0 0 0 ,  p lu s  a n o ffe r  of p lan ts  fro m  h e r  lo v e ly  

h o m e , H i l lw o o d . B ecau se  s h e 's  a sk e d  m e in  the p a s t  to co m e o u t  and  w a lk  

a ro u n d  the g ro u n d s ,  if  I  w ould lik e  to , ev en  if  she w ere  n o t th e r e ,  I  d ec id ed  

to  go so  th a t I  cou ld  w rite  a  m o re  u n d e rs tan d in g  th an k  you, an d  le a r n  s o m e -  / , 

th in g  of the p la n ts  th a t she m ig h t c o n tr ib u te  to the s q u a re s ,  and  t r ia n g le s ,  

a n d  p a rk s  in  Wa sh in g to n  - so m eth in g  hopefu lly , th a t can  be kep t to g e th e r  ' 

a n d  c a r r y  h e r  id e n tity , along w ith  h e r  m oney  c o n trib u tio n ,

. ; T ony a r r iv e d ,  f r e s h  fro m  abou t five o r  s ix  w eeks in  fo u r South 

A m e r ic a n  c o u n tr ie s  fo r  AID, He m e t m e a t  the W hite H ouse ab o u t 10 

o’c lo ck , and  we s e t  out fo r a  two h o u r e x c u rs io n  in to  fa iry la n d , H illw ood, 

the  m i s t r e s s  a b s e n t a t h e r  hom e in  the A d iro n d a c k s , w h ere  a p p a re n tly  

th e re  i s  a  s o r t  of a  co n s ta n t tu rn o v e r  of the ho u se  p a r ty . T h e re 's  a n o th e r  

h o m e in  P a lm  B each  and  th e re  u s e d  to b e  a  300 o r  so foo t y ach t, the  Sea C lo u d .

V B u t th is  lo v e ly  H illw ood i s  hom e fro m  abou t A p ril th ro u g h  June, 

a n d  th en  once a g a in  in  the fa l l  to T h a n k sg iv in g  or C h r is tm a s ,

^ I t 's  a  s u rp r is in g ly  la rg e  w ooded a r e a ,  som e 27 o r  so a c r e s ,  I b e lie v e , 

on Lin n ear av en u e , c lo se  to w h ere  we u s e d  to liv e  - -  r em o te , s y lv a n , s e c lu d e d  

a n d  r ig h t  in  the m id d le  of r e s id e n t ia l  W ashington!  C o m m an d er A ult, who

■ . . . j i
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a p p a re n tly  m an ag es  M rs . P o s t ’s p ro p e r t ie s ,  m e t u s , to g e th e r  w ith  the 

g a r dene r ,  M r. E a r l  L oy. The H o u se  i t s e lf  w a s  c lo se d , m o s t fo rm id a b ly .

w ith  g r e a t  s te e l  o r  a lum inum  s la b s  b o lted  a l l  o v er the o u tsid e  d o o rs  an d  

w indow s. A nd then  a t  th e  entrance m en  in  u n ifo rm s  th a t s a id  H illw ood P o lic e  th a t 

s e t  a  c e r ta in  a i r  a s  we e n te re d .

C o m m an d er A u lt n e v e r  h ad  two m o re  a p p re c ia tive vi s i t o r s !  I ' d  been

a t  T re g a ro n , I 'd  lo v ed  i t  an d  the su d d en  v is ta s  of the c a th e d ra l  th ru  the t r e e s ,

an d  here  I  found a n o th e r  v i s ta !  On the f ro n t porc h  of the h o u se , on an a b so lu te ly
■ 

d i r e c t  l in e  a s i f  d raw n  by a n  e n g in e e r , the f ro n t  door looks a t  the W ash ing ton

ju s t  the r ig h t v is ta ,  lik e  a  s tag e  se ttin g .  I co m m en ted  on th is  to Com m a n d e r  

A u lt - i t  w as p e r fe c t io n !  He sm ile d  an d s a id , " W h e n  M rs . P o s t  bough t the

h o u se , we m o v ed  th e  front door 32 in c h e s  t o g e t th a t e ffec t!

T he g re a t  sw eep  of th a t front law n w as d o m in a ted  b y  a  f lag  p o le , w ith  a  

s h ip ' s y a rd a rm  a c r o s s  i t ,  to re m in d  th em , I su p p o se , of the Sea C loud, and  

a t  the  b ase  a  p laque w ith  the n a m es  of the  200 e m p lo y e e s , who 

w o rk  on M rs . P o s t 's  h o u se  and  g ro u n d s -  i t  w as a  g ift fro m  th em .

A nd a l l  a r ound  a  b o r d e r  t h a t i s  changed  th re e  tim e s  a y e a r  -  tu lip s

in   the s p r in g , in  m id -s u m m e r  b eg o n ia  -- w hite and  f la m e  and  p ink , an d  p e r i -

w in k le , verben a  an d  m a r ig o ld s  and  a z u re tum ; and  in  the fa ll,  c h ry sa n th e m u m s . 

A nd then  th e re  is  the J a p a n e se  g a rd en , a rc h e d  stone b r id g e s ,  and  a  w a te r fa l l  

w h ich  f in a lly  en d s  in  a  pool, a ro u n d  w hich , a lm o s t h idden , you com e upon 

sm  a l l  s to n e  f ig u re s  -- a  tu r t le ,  a  h e ro n , a  g ra s s h o p p e r , and  a  f ro g . And the

m o n u m e n t, w h ile  the  w o n d erfu l s e le c tiv e  cu ttin g  of the to w erin g  t r e e s  m ade ^
■f
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pool i s  c r o s s e d  by  s tep p in g  s to n e s  m a d e  of g r i s tw h e e ls .  J a p a n e se  la n te rn s  

hang  in  the t r e e s ,  a  v e ry  a n c ie n t one of s to n e  fro m  a  tem p le  - the w hole th ing  

i s  t ru ly  a  fa iry la n d . - T h e re  w as even , in  a  sec lu d ed  sp o t a  l i t tle  dog g rav e

l / £ o i  - -y a r d  fo r  h e r  fa v o r ite  d o g s, who fo r the l a s t  m any , m an y  y e a r s  w e r e  b u r ie d .

: Som e h a d  b e en  b ro u g h t fro m  o th e r  h o m e s . ; , . ;

; : T h e re  w as a  f r ie n d sh ip  w alk , s m a ll  s ta tu e s , g lis ten in g , in  the 

s h r u b s ^ th e  fo u r  s e a so n s  a ro u n d  a  f la g sto n e  t e r r a c e ,  the n a m e s  of d o n o rs  

a t  the b a s e s ,  th is  n a t io n 's  g re a t  fo r  the  p a s t  s e v e ra l  decades -  J u s t ic e s ,

C a b in e t M e m b e rs , s o c ie tie s  n a m e s  -  I  n o tic e d  the ,T om  C la r k 's  am ong 

th e m , an d  a  l i t t le  p laq u e  "A  G ard en  is  ^E nchan tm en t" , nam ing  M am ie and  

Ike E isen h o w er a s  the donor. A nd th en  v a s t  g re e n h o u se s . T h e re 's  so 

m u ch  b eh in d  th is  facad e  of b ea u ty ! F o r  in s ta n c e , w hen she is  in  r e s id e n c e , 

i t  ta k e s  ab o u t 200 p o ts  of a z a le a s  fo r  u se  in  the house  i ts e lf .  T h e re  i s  g r e e n -

h o u se  a f te r  g ree n h o u se  w ith  o rc h id s  a lo n e . I  r e m e m b e r  the lo v e ly  one  s h e 'd  

s e n t to  the W hite H ouse. I ' ve a c c e p te d  them  a l l  too c asu a lly  -- th e re  sh o u ld  have 

b e e n  a  glow ing no te  abou t e ach  o n e .  Of c o u r s e  the n ic e s t  th ing to  r e m e m b e r  

i s  th a t  she opened  th is  up fo r  b e n e f its ,  fo r  a  s e r ie s  of S ym phonies, fo r  a  s e r i e s  

of c o n c e r ts  fo r  the young, a l l  s o r t s  of c u l tu ra l  and  c iv ic  th in g s .

A nd now  -  fro m  m e - th e re  m u s t be the s w e e te s t e x p re s s io n  I  c a n  

.m ake of m y  g ra titu d e  fo r  h e r  h an d so m e g ift -  an  e x p lo ra tio n  of w hat we c a n  do 

w ith  the p la n ts  she  h a s  to o ffe r .
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T hey  tu rn  ou t to be a c u b a , a  s m a ll  variegated b o x , and  I lex , no

g r e a t  n u m b e r , b u t if  they  can  be  co m b in ed  in to  a  w e ll- te n d e d , 

s m a ll  p a rk , a  sq u a re  o r  t r ia n g le , to g e th e r  w ith  h e r  g ift, how m u ch  h e r  

i n t e r e s t  m ig h t be  s t i r r e d .  A nd she  cou ld , i f  she w an ted  to , b e  su ch  a  

f ig u re  in  th is .  ‘ ^ , ;

C o m m a n d e r  A u lt, i t  tu rn s  ou t, h a s  b een  w ith  h e r  fo r  m o re  th an

th i r ty  y e a r s  -  b a c k  th ro u g h  a t  l e a s t  th re e  h u sb an d s . He w as h i r e d  b y  

M r.  H u tton , when h e  w as  doing the e n g in e e r ing wor k  fo r  the N avy on b u ild in g

the S ea C loud , and  he  know s how  to fin d  a n  I ta lia n  s c u lp to r  to re p ro d u c e  

a  p a r t ic u la r  b e a u tifu l g a rd e n  p ie c e  t h a t tu rn e d  out to be ju s t  p l a s t e r  of 

p a r i s ;  o r  a  m ach in e  th a t w ill  s te r i l iz e  a l l  the  to p so il to  be  u s e d  in  the h o t 

h o u s e s , so th e re  w o n 't be any w eed s; o r  how  to m ove a  doo rw ay  32 inches.^

I  cou ldn ’t h e lp  b u t th ink  of E d  C la rk ' s s to ry , "R ich  F o lk s have su ch  p r e t ty  

w a y s ."  She h a s  c e r ta in ly  s h a re d  h e r s  w ith  the people  of W ash ing ton , 

a n d  I ' ve h e a r d  th a t  she  is  going to  leav e  the h o u se  a n d e v e ry th in g  in  it 

a s  a  M u seu m , to  the S m ith so n ian  -  o r  som e such  o rg an iz a tio n ,

- We c a m e  fo r  an  h o u r , and  sp e n t n e a r ly  th re e  an d  r e tu rn e d  to the 

W hite H ouse i n  tim e  fo r  a  sandw ich  an d  som e soup in  m y  room, and  th en  

u p s ta i r s  fo r  a n ap  fo r  T ony. :

I  w o rk ed  w ith  L iz  and  B e s s , and  th en  the b ea u tifu l day  g re w  b lac k . 

I  w as su p p o sed  to do the in v itin g  fo r  people  to go to C am p D avid w ith  u s  fo r  

the w eekend . I m isu n d e rs to o d . I in v ite d  som e th a t Lyndon h a d  b ee n  

th ink ing  ab ou t, b u t th a t, a s  i t  tu rn e d  out, c o u ld n 't r e a l ly  d is c u s s  b u s in e s s
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w ith  th em , if  he  w as try in g  to d is c u s s  i t  w ith  o th e r s . So I  w as c ru sh e d ; 

fe e lin g  th a t  I  h a d  n o t only  m e s s e d  up n o t only h is  re la x a tio n , b u t h is  

a t te m p t to w o rk  on the b le s s e d  w eekend .

: And th en , th e re  w as the q u es tio n  of w hat I  w as to do w ith  m y  

fo u r  o ’c lo c k  a p p o in tm en t to go to s e e  the D avid L lo y d  Kr e e g e r 's ,  p o s s ib le  

. _donors o f  the B e a u tif ic a tio n  P ro g ra m , and  o w n ers  of the A r t  C o lle c tio n  . "y 

' t h a t  I r e a l ly  w an ted  to s e e .
> ■• ‘I’'''' • ‘ ■.■; !,• • ' • •' ' • . ■ • ''

V ' A ny m in u te  we m ig h t g e t off to C am p D avid. Should I  take the 

, , chance?  I  d ec id ed  I  w ould.

M EM ORANDUM  . ; •

> - - - ‘ T ony an d  I  d rove  ou t to the Kr e e g e r 's ,  ab o u t 4 o’c lo ck . It 

d ev e lo p ed  they  liv e  w ith in  a  couple of b lo ck s  of w h ere  we liv e d  h a p p ily  fo r  

18 y e a r s ,  and  I  e x p e c t B eag le  w as one of th e ir  c o n s ta n t, unw elcom e v i s i to r s ,  

I  c a r e fu l ly  av o id ed  h is  n am e .

; I t  w as  a  q u ite  s im p le  h o u se , r e a l ly ,  w ith  a  m o s t  a s to n ish in g ly  

w o n d e rfu l c o l le c t io n .   The a p r ic o t  and  gold  a nd b lue  and  g re e n  sc e n e  above 

the f ir e p la c e ,  by B o n n a rd , th a t I  f e l l  in  love w ith . A w om an w ith  long  h a i r ,  

by  R e n o ir ; a  d r e a m y , f lo a ty  Mo n e t, so  lik e  the one a t  the W hite H ouse; 

P ic a s s o s  th a t I  th in k  a r e  r ig h t  f r e s h  out of a  m ad h o u se ; s ta tu e s  th a t I m ak e  

no p re te n s e  to  u n d e rs ta n d , C ezan n e , v an  Gogh, C o ro t.  A m o s t m a rv e lo u s  

c o lle c tio n , es p e c ia lly  c o n s id e rin g  th a t th e y 'd  only b een  a t  i t  r e a l ly ,  fo r  ab o u t 

e ig h t y e a r s . ' ■. 7--

T hey  w e re  c h a rm in g  peo p le , an d  I  en joyed  them  ju s t  a s  m u ch  a s  I 

d id  th e ir  c o lle c tio n .  P h ilip  Jo h n so n  is  bu ild ing  a  h o u se  j u s t to  s u it  the



r — F m a M a i a v - - a « » - « ^ llll l1 I IM  ■■ n I I . . - .  -  ■ _______________ ____

MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
’ W A S H I N O T O K

F r id a y ,  Ju ly  23, 1965 P ag e  6
. . V V . . .  /  :

c o lle c tio n ; a l l  g la s s  and  a r c h e s  and  g a rd e n s , on F o x h ill R oad , c lo se  to

M rs .  C a f r i t z 's .  They w e re  e a sy  an d  p le a s a n t  and  I w ould h av e  a d o re d  to

s ta y , b u t I  w as on p in s  and  n e e d le s , know ing th a t th e re  w ere  peop le

a c c u m u la te d  a t  the  W hite H ou se .  So b a c k  we ru sh e d  a t  6:00 o’c lo c k  to '

-■ f in d  the G o ld b e rg s  a l r e a d y  in  the Y ellow  O val R oom , w ith  a  cup  of te a ;

P e t e r  H u rd  a r r iv in g  -  I’d phoned h im  to  com e up an d  we w ould tak e  o u r

•. • c h a n c e s -o n  g e ttin g  s it t in g s .   T h is  f u r th e r  c o m p lica te d  m y w eekend  b e c a u se

- i t ' s  s o r t  of l ik e  a sk in g  Lyndon to tak e  c a s to r  o il. And M ary  M a rg a re t ,

n u r se  and baby.  Standing out front, w aiting fo r  the h elicop ter . :

■ ' I  to ld  them  to p le a s e  go u p s tairs to the seco n d  f lo o r , a n d  g e t'
!®  ■

: - i c o m fo rta b le ; got P e te r  H u rd  e s ta b lish e d  in  the b ed ro o m  a n d th e n  took h im  

, wi th  T o n y  o n  a  to u r  of the  f i r s t  f l o o r  to l ook a t  a l l  the P r e s id e n t ia l

p o r t r a i t s ,  to  see  w hat s o r t  of b ack g ro u n d s  they  u se d , to see  w hat s iz e s  th ey  

' - w e re ,  I  w an t u s  to w o rk  to w ard s  a  b u s t  s iz e , of ab o u t the s a m e  a s  the

. T h o m as J e f fe r s o n  p o r t r a i t ,  and  p e rh a p s , in  the back g ro u n d , a  s o r t  o f 
■  ' ' . -•

sy m b o lic a l c a p ita l ,  b e cau se  "the h i l l  w as m y  hom e," Lyndon h a s  o ften  s a id .

I t p la y e d  a  m o re  than  a  q u a r te r  o f a  c e n tu ry  ro le  in  h is  l ife . I  to ld  P e te r

w e w ould  b r in g  h im  ou t to C am p D avid  in  the m o rn in g  a t  9 o’c lo c k  fo r  a

, s i t t in g .  - I ' : ' . v

: T im e  p a s s e d , an d  I’m  g lad  to sa y , J u s tic e  G oldberg  go t a  n ap , so

D oro thy  to ld  m e , b u t a t  7:50 we got the s ig n a l t o com e q u ick , an d  we w e re

on th e  h e l i to p te r ;  T ony and  the G o ld b e rg s , the V a le n t is  an d  B uzz, V ick i and

M .
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h e r  d a te , D enn is .

T h is  t im e  w h en we re a c h e d  C am p D avid, I  w an ted  o n ly  to g e t in to  ; 

s la c k s ,  s e e k  the so la c e  of a  d rin k , c u r l  up on the so fa  a n d l i s te n .   I t  had  

b e e n  a  day  fu ll of m ag ic  an d  e x c ite m e n t and  le a rn in g , and  I ' d b e e n  g lad  to 

s h a re  i t  w ith  T ony, to w a tch  h is  d e lig h t, b u t I  cou ld  only fe e l  th a t i  h ad  m ad e  

L yndon ' s tim e  m o re  d iff ic u lt b y  no t r e a l ly  u n d e rs ta n d in g  h is  p la n s  fo r  the  

w eek en d , so t hat I w as te n se  and  on edge.

A fte r  d in n e r  I  w a tch ed  a  m o v ie , M irag e  w ith  G re g o ry  P e c k .  E v e r y - , 

body e ls e  w en t to s le e p  e x ce p t Buz an d  me, and  V icki and  h e r  d a te ; - And then  

to bed , b u t i t  w as h o p e le s s .  ̂  ̂ r '  Ĉ-

A fte r  m id n ig h t w hen I  c o u ld n 't  go to s le e p , I  cam e ou t in  s e a rc h  of 

a  book , found B row nstone  F ro n t  by  L ou is  Auch in c lo s s ,  and w en t b a c k  an d  

r e a d  u n til  ab o u t 2 :30 .

: T h e  lig h t w akened  L yndon, he pu t h is  h e ad  in  the d o o r,  s a id  " C a n 't  

m y  d a r lin g  s le e p ?  I 'm  so s o r r y ."  So I put a  b lan k e t a c r o s s  the  c r a c k  

b e tw een  the d o o rs , r e a d  a  l i t t le  m o re  and  then  tu rn e d  i t  ou t.  I t  w as  a  s h o r t  

n ig h t. .

I  w aked  a t  5:30 w ith  the b ird s  ch irp in g  the dawn.  F o r  a n  e x t r a o rd in a r i l y  

h e a lth y , tough,  re a so n a b ly  happy  p e rs o n , s leep in g  is  becom ing  the h a r d e s t/

th ing  fo r  m e to do, p a r t ic u la r ly  w hen I  fe e l th a t I  have not p lay ed  m y  ro le  

w e ll, th a t I  have b een  a  h in d ra n c e  and n o t a  h e lp . ' : ' V

F o r  L yndon, the day  h ad  b e e n  a  co n s ta n t diet o f V ie t-N a m , w ith 

S e c re ta ry  R u sk , M cN am ara , G e n e ra l W heeler, M cG eorge B undy, an d  o th e rs
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an d  the fa c t the P o v e r ty  B ill had  p a s se d , tha t  th e re  h ad  b een  m an y  p lu se s  

in  the le g is la t iv e  a c h ie v e m e n ts  of the w eek, had no t p re v e n te d  V ie t-N am  fro m  

d o m in a tin g  the n ew s .  A ll the lin e a g e , a l l  the s to r ie s , B ill  M o y ers  said, h ad  b e e n  

sen sa tio n a lly  good, ev e ry b o d y  a g r e e s .

A t d in n e r  w e  d is c u s s e d  S tevenson; and  one of the fa v o r ite  s u b je c ts  

of c o n v e rsa tio n  a ro u n d  W ashington  th e se  d ay s , S c h le s in g e r ’s book , L B J  

v e r s u s  R F K , the  s to ry  of who sa id  w hat on the fa te fu l day t h e  d e c is io n  w as 

b e in g  m ad e  ab o u t who shou ld  be v ice  p re s id e n t .  And the n a s ty  l i t t le  th ing  

th a t Schoenb ru n  c la im e d  S tevenson  had  to ld  h im .   G o ldberg  s a id , "W e a r e  

a l l  g r ip e r s  to an  ex ten t. You com e hom e and g rip e  to L ady  B i r d ;  I go 

h o m e and g rip e  to D oro thy ; w e 'v e  got to  blow  off s team  so m e w h e re . S tev en so n   

w as t i r e d ,  he w as f ru s t r a te d ,  b u t d o n 't  f o r  one m in u te  e v e r  b e lie v e  th a t he 

though t o r  s a id  a  m o m e n t 's  d is lo y a lty  to the A d m in is tra tio n  o r  the P r e s id e n t ."

• Lyndon to ld  the s to ry  of a b o u t how  S tevenson  h ad  com e to h im  an d  

to ld  h im  he w as th inking  of runn ing  fo r the Senate in  New Y o rk  S ta te .   T h a t 

w as in  the sp r in g  of ' 64, and  w hat d id  Lyndon th ink  about i t ,  he a sk e d .

Lyndon sa id , " I  th ink  i t  w ill be aw fu l.  You w ere  m ade fo r  th is  ro le  y o u 'r e  

in .  I ju s t  don’t w ant to th ink  of anybody e lse  in  i t . "

S tev en so n , som ew hat tak en  aback , sa id , " Is  th a t w hat you r e a l ly  w an t 

m e to k eep  on d o in g ? "

P i t i l e s s l y  Lyndon sa id , "Y e s , I  do. "  And S tevenson  n e v e r  c a s t  a  b a c k w a rd  

g lan ce  to  the S enate , he  w en t r ig h t on in  a  job in  w hich he w a s , in  th e a tre  t e r m s ,  ■ 

p e r fe c t ly  c a s t .

MEMORANDUM


