,"'th1ng o£ the plants tha.t she m1ght contr:.bute to the squares, a.nd tr1angles,

,around the grounds, 1f i W°‘11d 11ke t°a even if she were not there, I dec1ded . L

- to' go so that I could wr1te a more understandmg thank you,-,and learn some- D

"and parks in’ Wash:.ngton - somethmg hopefully. that can be kept together

'.,j‘and carry her 1dent1ty, along W.tth her money contnbutmn. e

- "Amern.can countr1es for AID. “He met me at the Whlte House about 10
_vo'clock and we set out for a two hour excursmn mto falryland H111wood

o 'home vm Pa.lm Beach and there used to be a 300 or so foot yacht,‘ th’e"Se‘a. 010{1&;'

-and then once agam in the fall to 'I‘hanksg1v1ng Jtn Chr1stmas.
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This day began as a fabulous visit into a page of past his'toryjt{at R
is fast disappearing £rom the sc'ene.

_ Mrs. Mar_)one Post 1s a member of our Beaut1£1cat1on Comm1ttee

R and she has made a glft of $5 OOO. , plus an offer of plants from her lovely

b‘ home, H111 wood Because she '8 asked me in the past to come out. and walk

[ o L

Tom{ arnved fresh f:r:om about f1ve or s1x weeks in four South

| the m1stress absent,/pat her home 1n the AdlrondackS. ,where apparently,//‘ o ‘

E there 1s a sort of a constant turnover of the house party. There 'S another

But thls lovely H1llwood “is home from about Apnl through June,
or

: ‘YMnsmgly large wooded area, ‘some 27 or so acres, I beheve, .

ongn billien avenue, close to where we used to 11ve~_.,2{emote, ulqyan secluded

~and r1ght in the m1ddle of Te s:.dent:.al Washmgton{ Commander. Ault,- who :




RTINS oS Mr-r‘...wW

. seta certain air as we en_tered. ’

Btk e s
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apparently manages Mrs. Post‘s propertles, met us,’ together Wlth the

o .
: garckxer, Mr, Earl Loy. The Housef/f:self/as closed, most formxdably,

with great steel,“or aluminum slabs bolted all over the outS1de doors and

windews. And then a.t the{] men in unlforms that sa1d Hﬂlwood Pollce that |

..............

.Commander Ault never had two m'ore abprec‘iat visitors! I'd been g

at Tregaron, I'd loved 1t and the sudden v1stas of the cathedral thru the trees, '

. 'and 1‘& 1 found'anoth‘er’ vista.l ‘ On the front por,th of the house, onaab/solutely" S

A

- direct line',)/s 1f drawn by an englneer. the front/looks at the Washmgton -
monument ’ while the WOnderiul' / select_ive cutting of the ,tow’ering’trees,/,omade _

“just the right vista, like a stage setting. 1 commented on thlS to Conimander :

E

b': _Ault - it was"perfe.otion. He sm‘iled and said "When Mrs. Post bought the

house, we moved the house 32 1nches/o get that effect.‘ :

. front : :
The great sweep of that/lawn was’ dommated by a ﬂag pole, w1th a

~'sh1p 5 yardarm across 1t, to remmd them, I suppose, of the Sea Cloud, and
' at the base({a plaque w1th the names of the m@ﬁ&e 200 employees, who
“‘_"work on Mrs. Post's house and grounds - 1t was a g1ft from them. -

And all around,/a/border%l{at is changed three times a year - tuhps o

.

in the sprmg;, m.m1d~— summerf(egonm,qwhﬁe and ﬂame and p1nk and pen-

kale,’(rerb’%a and marlgolds and azur/itum and in the fa]J. chrysanthemum S.

And then there is _the Japane-se, garden, arched stone br_idges,» and av'waterfall

which fi_nally ends in a pool, ar:ound .whivch', almost hidden, -you come upon’

sm all stone figuresg a turtle, ‘a 'he‘ron, a grasshopper, and a frog. And the

. e s
T s i 3y e i A i N S 9 i+ S

i
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pool is crossed by steppmg stones/made of gnstwheels. Japanese lanterns
hang in the trees, a very anc1ent one of stone r'rom a temple‘_f the Whole thing o
is truly, a fairyland.'{-'-There was even, in a-'secluded spotzfittle dog grave.

-' .yard for her favor1te dogs,/\for the 1a.st many. many years.}wére buried. ,

» SOme had been brought from other homes. ;g-:f.i__
‘-v ) ‘_ . 'l N . . - l/ . . -W »;”. " ’ .. 'i‘ i‘ A ’.‘ R . . - : :-',‘k».
o .'.vTher_ei was a frie'ndship walk', :small ,statues‘, ”gli'st'ening‘in the
e _v'-» e S S _ S SR ,‘,"<.¢+;,;a= :
shrubs/\the four seasons a.round a ﬂagstone terrace, the names of donors

| r“:fat the bases, thrs nauon's great for the past se'veral‘ decades;: Jo.stlces,
' .Cabin_et’\Mernbers;, :}societ'res,l_»}a;nes -1 nOtlcedth;T°m éla’?kls ?fm,°;l; g |
o them, | a.nda 11tt1eplaque”A Gardenls &/Enchantment",namu;g Mam;,eand -
w " Ike Eisenlhowerﬂa‘s the.-donor.i And then 'vast .greenhouse's.l j;i‘here;svrs"o'

- much behmd th1s facade of bea.uty. For instance.’ ‘When_:_she is in re'sj.dence;' S

it takes abont 200,pots of azaleasfori:u'se '.in thehouseltself. :- ;I‘Ahere:;.‘s/green-:f"*:"i
v_hou‘s‘e afte.r greenhouse withorchitis allone'.A”I rememAher the loveiy onejshe'ci
- .',sent‘to the W’lnte Housa .I“ve accented thern a11 to casually—there should have
: been”a glosvrng note about each on‘e.~ ; Of conrse/Ot/he n1ces’t thmg to rernember

i 1s that' .she onened thrs up.for be.neﬁ.ts;for asenes of Symt;homes, >for .a senes

of concerts for the Young. a11 sorts °f cultura.l and c1v1c thmgS.

' Andnnow - from 'r_ne -7 there must be »thle sweetest expression I can
.,Wake of my gi-atitude for her handsome gift - an exploration of what we can do-

“with the i)lants she has’ to offer. -
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They turn out to be Wa small varaﬁated box, ‘and Ile)t, no-
great number,‘ but 1f they can be combmed mto a well tended eaut1fu1,9/
. small park, a sqhare or trtangle, ‘together w1th her g1ft, how much her
~,1nterest rtught be strrred : And she could 1f‘she ;wanted to; ._be such a )

flgure 1n-th18. o

Commander Ault, '1t turns out, has been w1th her for more than

- ‘*jthu:ty years' '- back through at least three husbands. ,Hevwas h1 red by'
‘ . .% when : i '

' , ?_'Mr. Hutton, ﬁvhe was. domg" theengmeer%rk for the Navy on bu1ld1ng

*".'»- -
ot L P
v

‘xj'll.the Sea Cloud and he knows how to-fmd an Itahan sculptor,/o/o reproduce f o

'a part1cu1ar beav t1fu1 garden p1ece%at turned out to be Juvst plaster of.

; N T
@ R . «~

S ~_,~par1s, or a machme tha w111 stenhze all the topsoﬂ to be used 1n the hot

_. houses. so there won't be any Weeds, or hovr to mo.ve a doolrway 32 tnches.‘
*f‘.I couldn‘t help but thmk of Ed Clark's story; ': ”R1ch Folks have such pretty
l';_ "‘ _‘ways " She has oertamly shared hers w1th the- peOple of Washm»gton,
| "and I‘ve heard that she 1’s go1ng to leave the house){nd everythlng 1n 1t,}/ )

as a Museum, to the Sm1thson1an - or some such orgamzatmn. ‘ S

| '.-'-j-‘W_egcame_for_‘-fa'n_;hour,__ and- spent‘nearly three 'and,returne:d'_ to the -

 White Honse fa time for & sandvich and some soup in my soom, and then
vupstarrs for 2 nap £or'fT>:°ny_.ﬂm."'i_- s L : o T ‘
. 1 worked w1th L1z and Bess’v and then/the beaut1fu1 da.y grew black
I was supposed to do the 1nv1t1ng for People to go to Camp David mth us for ‘ )

[ ‘the weekend I m1sunder stood I 1nv1ted some that Lyndon had been

bt‘mnkmg about, but tha.t, as 1t turned out, couldn‘t really d1scuss busmess g




. by Ren01r,
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with them, 1£ he was try1ng to dxscuss it w:.th othe:us. : So I“was"crushed;v' |

feehng that I had not only messed up not only h1s relaxat:.on, but hls S

attempt to work on the blessed weekend

And‘then, there: was the quest:.on of what I was to do w1th my

four o'clock appomtment to go to see the Dav1d Lloyd

f'donors of .the’ Beaut1f1cat10n »Program ’ and owners of the _Art Collectmn

Treally wanted to see

Any-minute ‘we m1ght get off to Camp Dav1d ShouldI take the
-I'decided I would .

Tony and I drove' out'to the &regger Sy about 4 o clock. 'It :

"",I“'ca_refully‘avoided 1snam_e. o

. ;wonderful collectlon. . The apr1cot and gold,/and blue and green scene above S

) ‘;jthe f:.replace, by Bonnard that I fell in love w1th A woman w1th long han-, - R

‘ :P1cassos that I thmk are r1ght fresh out of a madhouse ﬁtatues that I make

Lo 'no pretense to understand Cezanne, van Gogh, Corot.- A most marveIOus o

R collection, expecially considering that they‘d only been at it,really, foxr about
_eight years'.” L R

- They were charmlng people, and I enJoyed them Just as much as I

did the1r coll'ectmn. Ph111p Johnson 1s bulldlng a house:?)ist to suzt the

reager's, ‘poss1ble

~developedlthey 11ve‘w1th1n a couple of blocks of there we 11ved happﬂy for R

'~~18 years,"'and I expect Beagle was one of the1r constant, ’unwelcome v1s1tors.' :

It was a qu1te sunple house, really, w1th a most astomshmgly L S

a dream y, ﬂoaty Manet, so l1ke the one at the W‘hlte House, '; 'A :

.

!
:
L

1y
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Mrs. Cafntz. s. . They were easy and pleasant and I would have adored to ,

It played-a»more than ‘a quarter of a century role 1n h1s hfe » ___I told Peter

“we would brmg h1m out to Camp Da.v1d in the mornlng a.t 9 o‘clock for a

s1tt1ng.-:,.,',_: o

T1me pa.sfsed, and I'm glad to say, Justlce Goldberg got a. nap,‘ so.
Dorothy told me, but at 7 50 we got the 51gna to come q\nck and we were

-

Lo " on thehehé:opter, TOny and the Goldbergs. the Valenti;bs and BqumGJ. and'.
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‘{,'-_;'Lyndon's time more mfflcultjé not really understandlng h1s plans for the

. -weekend wn-tz-l’I was tense and on edge.»

i'to bed but it was hopeless. o

MEMORANDUM ', : . I e
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' her date, Denms.

B 'I'his time//hen we reached Carnp David, I wanted only to get into

slacks, seek the solace of a dr1nk curl up on the- sofa,9a/nd l1sten. : It had

. been a day full of mag1c and exc1tement and learnmg, and I’d been glad to

share 1t w1th Tony, to watch his del1ght. but l c0u1d only feel that 1 had made

,:. ,:-‘vAfter dmner,/o/watched a mov1e, 1ra5e w1th Gregory Peck Every- I

?,"5 a book found Brownstone Front by Lou1s Auc»&\ncl_oss, :'and went back and K J-j;:

‘my darlmg sleep?— I'rn 80 sorry. " So I put a blanket across the crack

" night. F

'well that I have be n a hmdrance and not a help.

"Af‘e" midnight When I coulda't go to sleep, I came out in search of

read unt11 about 2 30

The 11ght wakened Lyndon, he put h1s head in the door ‘ said‘ lFCan't','

. b_etwe_en.the _doors,_‘re_ad a__lxttl_emore and then turned'it.out.' It vyas'a"short_ ST

I waked at 5 30 w1th the b1rds ch1rp1ng the dawn For an extraordlna{)afgv

’healthy, toughg reasonably happy person, sleeplng is becomlng the hardest R

thmg for me to do, partmularly when I feel that I have not played my role

‘‘‘‘‘

For Lyndon, the day had been a constant d1et/ £ V1et-Nam, w1th
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: and the fact the Poverty Bill had passed that there had been many pluses |
Ain the leglslatlve achlevements of the week a«ﬁxot prevented Viet<Nam from s
dominating the news. " All the llneage. all the stor1es, B111 Moyergﬂlﬁ_been

7 sensatmnaly goo‘d everybody agrees.

At d1nner/ d1scussed Stevenson, and 0ne‘of the favonte subJects .

'tof conversatmn around Washmgton these daysi,“ Schles;mger‘s book LBJ

| .versus RFK, the story of who sa1d what on the fateful dayzj-\‘:decxsxonwas -

B j.be1ng made about who should be v1cer[')resrdentt 4 And the nasty 11tt1e th1ng
| ,that Schoenb‘tﬁn cla1med Stevenson had told hlm. : Goldberg sa1d ”We are .

o all grlpers to an extent. You come home and gr1pe to Lady B1rd I go |

i e gt e

home and gr1pe to Dorothy. we ve got to blow off - steam somewhere. Stevenson
was tlred he was frustrated but don't for one m1nutef/ever beheve.?:hat he

tho_ught or said a moment's‘disloyalty" to the Administration or the President. "

~ e

Lyndon told the story of about how Stevenson had come to h1m and
: told h1m he was th1nk1ng of runnmg for the Senate in New York State . That

-was in the sprmg of '64 and what d1d Lyndon thlnk about 1t, he asked
: 'Lyndon sa1d, i th1nk it w:\ll be awful Yon were made for' this rof{(.you're
vin-.. I Just don’t want to thmk of anybody else rn it. . A-
. Sltevenson, ' someWhat- taken'ab_ack_,v ‘.sa1d, "Is tha't ‘whatiyou ‘reall.y want_ i
- me to keep on doing?" | |
Pitiflessnnyndonsaid,‘ ':”Yes‘,. 1 do. " And S’t‘evenson never cast a baekward

‘glance to the Senate, he went right on in a job in which he was, in theatre terms, °

, _perfectly cast, f_ .




