
MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S B X N O T O n

SATURDAY, JU LY  24 , 1965 .

T his w as a parad e o f p eo p le , w ork, t a lk  a n d  e x e r c is e  a t Camp D avid .

E a r ly  in  the m o r n in g , P e te r  Hurd  a r r iv e d  and I found h im  the b e s t  p la ce  

we co u ld  togeth er  to w ork  - -  the # 3  bedroom  in  the back . We m o ved  ou t  

one bed  and se t  up h is  e a s e l s  and p ain ts and got out a rock in g  ch a ir  for  

Lyndon, Lyndon p r o m ise d  to co m e  in  for an hour a s  soon  as he cou ld .

r ) '

P r e s e n t ly , M arv in  a r r iv e d  on a h e lic o p te r , b r in g in g  a co n tin g en t o f

•'^■  ̂ " v - ■ - ^ ; -
T exan s - -  G ov, G onnally, J . Lee Johnson of F o r t  W orth, B en  B a r n e s ,  

the Speaker o f  the H ou se , r e p r e se n ta tiv e s , of both n e w sp a p e rs  in  D all a s

— one o f  them  m y o ld  fr ien d  Albert Jack son  - -  som e eight o r  te n  p eo p le ,' T hey  

s e t t le d  on the te r r a c e  in  the su n sh in e -  I sen t so m eo n e  dow n to take o rd ers 

for  c o ffe e  or c o ld  drinks and then to ld  the k itch en  we m ig h t h ave 6 o r  8 

ex tr a  for lu n c h and su g g e ste d  that w e have h am b u rg ers  g r i l le d  out on the  

p o rch .  And th e n  I s im p ly  abdi ca ted  m y  com m an d  p o st and c u r le d  up and  

w en t to s le e p  hoping that everyb od y  found a p la ce  th ey  lik ed  to ta lk  

p r iv a te ly  or e x e r c is e  v io le n t ly  or ju st  s i t  and look  at the t r e e s ,  I s le p t  

two b lis s fu l  h ou rs and w hen I w oke u p , I found that John and a l l  o f the 

T ex a s  fo lk s  w e re  gone I sa id  I w ish ed  they had sta y ed  for  lu n ch  and  

Lyndon sa id  ra th er  p la in tiv e ly  - -  "I w anted  them  to , but I d id n’t know 

w hether I co u ld  a sk  them  - - it m igh t be too m an y." He r e a lly  n eed s  a  

tougher w ife  -- or a b e tter  e x e c u tiv e , b eca u se  I fa iled  to tou ch  that b a se  

of te llin g  him  to a sk  th em ,  S o the r e s t  o f  us got togeth er  on the p orch  

for d e lic io u s  ham burger s and I w oun d  up at a tab le w ith  A rthur G old berg
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and P e te r  Hurd and T ony and Jack V alen ti, under the shade s ittin g  by the 

b eau tifu l oran ge  and c o r a l and y e llo w  tu b erous  b eg o n ia s  - - coul dn' t  

h a v e  b een  m o re  in te r e s t in g  tab le  co m p a n io n s. I am  sea rch in g  around for 

so m e in te r e s t in g , h ea v ier  read in g  for the su m m er . I want to find a h is to r ia n,, 

a co n tem p o ra ry  h is to r ia n .  I w ant to ex p lo re  a few . I w ish  I knew  who w ould - 

be the h is to r ia n  o f th is  p er io d  w e a r e  in  and I don't m ea n  "hot b lood  h is to r y , ”
; .  . . .  ■ ■■
I a sk e d  the q u estio n  and my com p an ion s m en tion ed , A llen  Ne v en s , M o rr iso n ,—

E lio t M o r r iso n  I had thought of h im  a s  p r in c ip a lly  a  N avy h is to r ia n  — 

but he h a s w r itten  som eth in g  quite d ifferen tly  la te ly  — B ru ce  Catton,. ^ f  

c o u r s e , a s o r t  o f d e a r  --  a s p e c ia l is t  too , and then A rthur G old berg m en tio n ed  

V an W oodward a s  one o f the b e s t  o f tod ay 's  h is to r ia n s  - - a  sou th ern er  - - young -  

v e r y  ta len ted , A rthur th in k s, I want to g e t som eth in g  by him  and ev a lu a te  h im . 

A rthur sa y s  th ey  h ave g o tten  out a book on the Court -  the N a tio n a l G eo g rap h ic   

doing the p ic tu r e s  and he i s  the C hairm an of the C om m ittee  that brought it  about  

a nd m ad e it  p o s s ib le  for the book to be m o r e  c o ntro v e r s ia l  than the books on th e  

C apito l and th e W hite H ouse h ave b een . Tony ta lk ed  about h is  tr ip  to South  

A m e r ic a , p a r tic u la r ly  to P eru  - he v is ite d  a p art of P eru  w h ere  th ere i s  

v ir tu a lly  no r a in fa ll -  about a h a lf an inch  r e c o r d e d  per yea r  -  the s o i l  i s  

d r ie r  than E gypt. T hey w ay p eop le  m an age  to liv e  i s  by ir r ig a t io n  from  r iv e r s  

w h ose w a te r s  c o m e  from  the m e ltin g  snow  o f the A ndes and flow  down to the 

s e a . And b e c a u se  o f  the d r y n e ss  is  s o r t  of an a r c h e o lo g ic a l p a r a d ise  —  

m an y b u ria l p la ces , a r e  found -  the dead  p e r so n  i s  p la ced  in  a au rea(sp ? .) a  : . J 

la r g e  ja r  and su sp en d ed  in  a hollow  p it w h ich  i s  b a r e ly  c o v e r e d  over;, Tony
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sa id  g r a v e  d ig g e r s  — and I do m ean  g ra v e  d ig g ers  -  a re  a ll  the tim e  •

: sea rch in g  around to find th e se  b u r ia ls  b e c a u se  in  them  there w ill  b e  m a n y

v a lu a b le  o b jec ts  o f go ld  - -  b r a c e le ts ,  n e c k la c e s  -  e x q u is ite  th in gs that in  the  

t im e of the Span ia r d s  c a u sed  t h i s  la n d  to be called "E l D orad o" -  th ey  spoke  

of a  m u seu m  fu ll o f these gold  o b jec ts  -  a thousand or so  y e a r s  o ld  -  as  

s u r p a ss in g  n e a r ly  any c iv il iz a t io n  .  And a m a z in g ly  h e sa id  som e o f  th ese  

m u m m ie s  had on te x t i le s  th a t w e re  s t i l l  in  good con d ition  in  sp ite  o f  ten  

c e n tu r ie s .   T hey a re  som e of th e  f in e s t  te x t ile s  m ade by m an  -  hundreds o f  . 

.th read s per  sq u are  in ch . .

Lyndoh had a tab le  fu ll  o f the la d ie s  -  D orothy and M ary M a rg a re t and V ick i  

and sta ff . The nam e o f  M r s . L ongw or th ca m e up and I h ea rd  h im  sa y  ,  "I'd  

ra th er  have a date w ith  her than any g ir l  in  town."•

A fter  lu n ch , w e bow led  and bow led  and b ow led . L yndon 's h ig h e s t  s c o r e  the  

w h o le  w eek en d  was. 165 - -  the b e s t  he has e ver  done.  B ill  M o y er s  d is c r e e t ly

and h um o r o u s ly  r e v e a le d  th at s c o r e  and sa id  that he w ould not m en tio n  any  

future s c o r e s  un til th ey  im p ro v ed . M y b e s t  w as 127.

About 6:30 , w e ru sh ed  to the h e lip o r t to m e e t  th e M cN a m a ra s, M a r v e lla  and  

B ir ch  B a y h  and C lark an d  M arny C liffo rd . C om m ander H ow ell i s  a lw a y s

w on d erfu l about the lo g is t ic s  - -  had arra n g ed  for good p la c e s  fo r  them  a l l .

I had a sk e d  him  to r e s e r v e  a r e a lly  good cab in  for th e  M cN a m a ra s  - -  th ey  

had brought th e ir  young son C raig  w ith  th em . And by now we  w e re  r e a lly  

gettin g  tigh t on c a b in s . It w as fortu nate I had a sk ed  P e te r  Hurd to co m e  out
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for the day ra th er  than sta y  th ere  b eca u se  ju st  about e v e r y  nook w as fu ll, I 

found that Lyndon had d u tifu lly  g iven  h im  a sittin g  and a beginn ing had been  

m a d e.  ̂  ̂  ̂ \ v v.■̂

D orothy had lik e d  m o s t  to r e a lly  s it  and r e s t  and to w alk and to r e a d .  I b e lie v e  

th is  w eek en d  h as b een  the ton ic  they n eed  - -  liv in g  w ith  a v e r y  o ld  and i l l  

m o th er  w hom  th ey tr y  v e r y  hard  to keep  com fortab le  and happy -  the g rea t  

trad ition  of Jew s who c a r e  so  d eep ly  about fa m ily . And th is , w hat m u st be 

a tr a um a tic  change in  jo b s - - s o th ey  p a rtic ip a ted  lit t le  in  the v ig o r o u s  a c t iv it ie s  

that ev eryb od y  e ls e  d is p e r s e s to o f ten n is  -  o f sk ee t shootin g  —  o f  the sw im m in g  

pool  -  or m o s t ly  I, and ev eryb od y  that I can take w ith  m e , to the bow ling a l le y .

And that i s  w hat w e did b e fo re  dinner -  bringing up a tra y  o f low  c a lo r ie  d rin k s  

for a bunch o f h ard  w orking p eo p le . Senator B irch  Bayh turned out to be a  

cham p ion  -  som eth in g  lik e  227 . N obody has e v er  m ad e a s c o r e  lik e  that in  our  

group.  He has b eau tifu l fo rm .  P r e tty  l i t t le  M a rv e lla  had an a cc id en t to h er  le g

-  a deep cut -  a bad sc a r  -  sh e  did not p lay  m u ch .  C ourtenay V a len ti w an d ered  

in and out , m aking a b e e - l in e  for Lyndon. Jack w ould a lw a y s sa y , "W here's the 

P r e z  -  w h e r e 's  the P r e z  -  go g iv e  the P r e z  a k is s  - -  and she w ould go up, m o s t  

a d ora b ly  -  to a g a lle r y  o f ea g er  w a tc h e r s , and g ive  him  a k is s  on c u e . She a lw a y s  

p oin ts a fin g er  a t h im  w h en ever  her father a s k s , "W here's the P r e z ? "

A t d inner D orothy  G oldberg gave the b le s s in g  -  a v e ry  J ew ish  and v e r y

w on d erfu l one that spoke o f w ork  and gratitu de and fr ien d s and fa m ily .  It w as  

p o s s ib le  to g e t  m o s t  o f  the s e n io r s  a t the b ig  tab le and lea v e  som e of the younger  

staff and C raig at a s m a lle r  tab le  in the o th er  room . I n ev er  u se  p la ce  c a rd s  at



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O S

P a g e  F iv e  -  Sat, Ju ly  24, 1965

Cam p D avid .  But I have fou n d , u n le s s  you do te l l  p eop le  w h ere  to s it ,  

th ere  is  m o r e  co n fu sio n  and l e s s  e a s e , so I s im p ly  w ork it  out an d 

q u ietly  su g g e s t .

Lu c i and P at a r r iv e d  w h ile  we w e re  s t i l l  a t d inner - -  L uci 

look in g  ev en  younger than 18 in  her p la id  m a d ra s  and sh o rt h a ir . She 

n e v e r  s e e m s  to w ea r  l ip s t ic k  an ym ore, but sh e  a lw a y s  w e a r s  a s m ile .  

She i s  happier th is su m m er than I think I've e v er  s e e n  her.  I w a s s t i l l  

paying fo r  la s t  n ig h t's  la ck  o f s le e p  so I w ent to bed  a l i t t le  b e fo re  11:00 

and it  w as not un til the next day that I found Lyndon had r e a d  and w ork ed  

un til 2:00 in  the m o rn in g .

###


