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W A S H I N O T O N

S unday , J u ly  25 , 1965

M a rn y  C lif fo rd , so m e th in g  l ik e  m e , c a n 't  s ta n d  to  be a  f a i lu r e .

She h a d  done  v e r y  b a d ly  a t  b o w lin g . So S unday m o rn in g , I found  th a t  sh e

h a d  b e e n  up e a r ly  a t  d e te r m in e d  p r a c t i c e .  I e n jo y e d  h av in g  h e r  h e re  th is

w e ek e n d  an d  th a t  h a n d so m e  , so o th in g , C la rk , is  one of th e  r e a l  p le a s u r e

A c h ie f  in g re d ie n t in the mixture of  a  h ap p y  w e ek e n d  , is  th e  fe e lin g  th a t  you a r e  g iv in g  

, so m e th in g  s p e c ia l  to  o th e r s . ,  .• I ; - , ,

■ A l i t t l e  b e fo re  noo n , we m e t Jo h n  C h a n c e llo r  a n d  h is  w ife , an d

B il l  B a x te r ,  f r e s h  o u t o f  s e r v ic e  a t  S t. M a r k 's  and  J e a n  B a x te r  , a t  the
'V' .

h e l ip o r t  a n d  th a n  b a c k  to  /Hickory  fo r  c h u rc h  s e r v ic e s  c o n d u c te d  by  B il l  , a t t e n d e d . .

b y  a l l  th e  g u e s t s ,  in c lu d in g  two je w s  a n d  a  few  C a th o lic s  -  L u c i a n d  P a t

h a d  gone to M a s s  a n d  a l l  th e  s e r v ic e  m e n  on  the  b a s e  who c a r e d  to  c o m e , 

I c o n tra s te d  i t  to  th e  s e r v ic e  o f l a s t  w eek  -  B illy  G ra h a m , w hom  I 'm  a w fu lly  . 

l ik e ly  to  c a l l  B illy  S u n d a y . T h a t m e r e ly  d a te s  m e . B u t h e 's  u s e  to  i t .  In 

f a c t ,  he  e v en  s a id  one  tim e  the  c o u r t  in  New J e r s e y  h a n d ed  down a  d e c is io n  

w h e re  a n  o ld  la d y  in  h e r  w ill  h a d  le f t  a  b e q u e s t  to B illy  Sunday  b u t s h e  r e a l l y  

m e a n t  B illy  G ra h a m  — an d  th e y  gave h im  the  b e q u e s t ! B u t enough  o f  

re m in is c e n c e s .

B il l  B a x te r ,  in  c o m p a r is o n , i s  q u ie t, p h ilo s o p h ic a l ,  p ro b in g  - - a  

p e r s o n a l  e x a m p le  o f  the  u n c e r ta in ty  an d  co n fu s io n  th a t  e x i s t s  am o n g  m a n y  

o f th e  l e s s  c o m fo r ta b le  o f  u s  in  s e a r c h  o f r e l ig io n .  I a lw a y s  f in d  h im  v e r y  

good  fo r  m e  — a n d  g ay  a n d  d e lig h tfu l a s  a  p e r s o n .  A f te r  c h u rc h ,  I w a s  a t  

i t  a g a in  w ith  th e  C han c e l l o r s  a n d  M a rn y  in  the  bow ling  a l le y .  A n d  th e n , I



to o k  m y  c a m e r a  a n d  s t r o l l e d  a ro u n d  o v e r  C am p  D av id  to r e c o r d  th is  day  

in  o u r  l i f e ,  to  th e  sw im m in g  po o l w ith  T ony  an d  the  B a x te rs  -- h e  w a s  v e r y  

s y m p a t ic o  w ith  th e m ; m u c h  o f the tim e  he  h a d  b e e n  s o r t  of h o s tin g  P e t e r  

H u rd , w ho h a d  h a d  a  s h o r t  s i t t in g  th is  m o rn in g . H e ' s d e lig h tfu l c o m p a n y  

a n d  I  know  th is  i s  a  s t r a i n  on  a l l  of u s ,  b u t I 'm  d e te r m in e d  to g e t a  p o r t r a i t .

A n d  e v e r y  t im e I  p a s s  P r e s id e n t  W ilso n  m y d e te r m in a t io n  h a r d e n s .

. : We h a d  a  la te  lu n c h  on  th e  p o rc h  - V irg in ia  h am  T ru d y  F o w le r  

h a d  c o o k e d .  S u d d en ly  i t  d aw n ed  m e  I  b e t t e r  r u s t l e  so m e  c h ic k e n  o r  b e e f  

f o r  th e  G o ld b e rg s , b e s id e s  w e'r e  a  p r e t ty  n u m e ro u s  c re w .  T h e  M c N a m a r a s ,  

B a y h s ,  C lif fo rd s ,G o ld b e rg s , T o n y  a n d  P e t e r  H u rd , the  s ta f f , C h a n c e llo r s  

a n d  B a x te r s .

B u t L y n d o n  i s  in  h is  e le m e n t w ith  a  s iz e a b le  c ro w d . H e b o r e s  in  |

a n d  ta lk s  to  w h o m e v e r  h e  w a n ts  to , g e ts  in fo rm a tio n  f ro m  th e m , c o n c e n t r a te s  

o n  w h a te v e r  s e t  of in d iv id u a ls  h e  n e e d s  to  l e a r n  f ro m  o r  w o rk  w ith  a t  th a t  t im e .  

C o m p le te ly  u n c o n sc io u s  of the  p re s e n c e  of a  c ro w d  -  a n d  I  c a n  s e e  h im  g e tt in g  

th e  b u s in e s s  of th e  w e ek e n d  d o n e . ,

A t one p o in t ,  he  w a lk e d  aw ay  w ith  A r th u r  G o ld b e rg ; th e y  s t r o l l e d  f o r  . 

a b o u t a n  h o u r ,  on  th e  g o lf c o u r s e ,  o u t o f e a r s h o t ,  b u t in  v iew , b o th  e a r n e s t ,

L y n d o n  f r e q u e n t ly  w ith  h is  h a n d s  in  h is  p o c k e ts  - w a lk in g , s to p p in g , g e s tu r in g ,  

l i s te n in g  in te n tly  to  e a c h  o th e r .  T he  s u b je c t ,  w e a l l  knew , m u s t  b e  th e  U . N . 

G o ld b e rg  i s  a  d a r in g  a n d  in te r e s t in g  c h o ic e  -  so  f a r  th e r e  h a v e  n o t b e e n  s c r e a m s

f ro m  the  A ra b s  t h a t  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  e x p e c te d .



M any of u s  w en t to  ta k e  a  l i t t l e  n a p  an d  l a t e r  L y ndon  to ld  m e  h e  

h a d  r id d e n  a r o u n d C am p  D av id  w ith  M c N a m a ra  a n d  C la rk  C lif fo rd , a n d  h a d  

ta k e n  T o n y  a lo n g . A nd th a t  T o n y  s e e m e d  to  e n jo y  i t  v e r y  m u c h . T o n y  s a id  

to  m e  th a t  th is  h a d  b e e n  a n  a m b it io n  o f h i s ,  to  s e e  C am p  D av id . H ow  g la d  

I  a m  th a t  h e ' s w ith  u s .

W hen I  w oke up  I  fo u n d  L y ndon  s t r e tc h e d  o u t on  a  c h a is e  lo u n g e  on 

th e  t e r r a c e ,  ta lk in g  to  Jo h n  C h a n c e l lo r .  I  c u r le d  up  q u ie tly  b e s id e  h im .

. H e s a i d  to  C h a n c e l lo r ,  w ho i s  go ing  to  b e  th e  new  h e a d  of the  V o ice  of , 

A m e r ic a ,  " W e ’r e  n o t g e ttin g  the  A m e r ic a n  s to r y  to ld . Y ou  c a n  j u s t  c h a rg e  

i t  up  to  m e  a n d  l e t ' s  ju s t  go on  f ro m  th e r e .  If th is  w in d s up  b a d , a n d  w e g e t  ; 

in  a  la n d  w a r  w ith  A s ia ,  th e r e ' s  o n ly  one a d d r e s s  th ey  w ill  lo o k  f o r ,  a n d  th a t  

is  m i n e .  T h e  h a r d  th in g  i s  to  s ta y  th e r e  w ith o u t g e ttin g  in v o lv e d  d e e p e r .

Y ou  c a n n o t be  l e a d e r  of th e  w o r ld  w ith o u t g e ttin g  in v o lv e d  in  u n p le a s a n t  th in g s .

■ " ■
. a n d  t h e r e 's  n o  one  th a t  know s i t  b e t t e r . Ted S hoo ts  .had  the  p e r f e c t  a n s w e r

'A '
f o r  th e  D o m in ic a n  R e p u b l ic ."

■ C h a n c e l l o r  sp o k e  u p , " b u t  h e  d id  n o t h a v e  i t  w h en  i t  w a s  n e e d e d ."

; L y n d o n  w e n t on  to  s a y , . . .  th a t  th e r e  h a d  b e e n  24  m a jo r  a d v a n c e s  

l a s t  w e e k  a n d  n o t  one  go t a  q u a r t e r  of an  in c h  - V ie t-N a m  g o t a l l  the  s p a c e . 

T h a t  s to r y  w e a r e  n o t te ll in g  a d e q u a te ly  to  o u r  own c o u n try  o r  a b ro a d . In  

i t ' s  im p l ic a t io n s  a n d  i t ' s  p o s s ib i l i t i e s ,  V ie t-N a m  i s  c e r ta in ly  a  t r e m e n d o u s  

s to r y ,  b u t i t  d o e s  s e e m  to  d o m in a te  th e  n e w s , o u t of a l l  p ro p o r t io n  to a l l  th e

th in g s  go ing  on  -  th e  good  c o n s t r u c t iv e  th in g s  in  th is  c o u n try .
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L y n d o n  sp o k e  of sen d in g  M c N a m a ra  o u t to  V ie t-N a m , a n d  how  

f r ig h te n e d  h e (Lyndon) w a s  v e r y  tim e  he w e n t. He s a id , " I  h av e  k e p t h im  aw ay  

f ro m  th e r e  a lm o s t  a  y e a r  now , a n d  I  l ie  aw ak e  u n t i l  he  g e ts  b a c k , "

I  lo o k  w ith  s a t i s f a c t io n ,  a lm o s t  w ith  e x u lta tio n  on th e s e  l a s t  two 

a p p o in tm e n ts  - G o ld b e rg  a t  the UN, a n d  C h a n c e llo r  to  the USIA.  A ll th in g s  

l i e  b e f o r e  u s  b u t up  to now , I  b e l ie v e  L y n d o n 's  s ta f f  a n d  a p p o in tm e n ts  h av e  

b u i l t  to w a rd  a  g r e a t e r  g o v e rn m e n t.

P r e t t y  so o n  i t  w as  b a c k  to  b o w lin g  a g a in . A nd  th e n  I  a s k e d  L u c i 

i f  sh e  w o u ld  ta k e  m e  f o r  a  r id e  in  h e r  c a r  w ith  P a t .  I  d o n 't  know  how  w e

w o u ld  m a n a g e  i t  b e c a u s e  th e r e  a r e  o n ly  th o se  two r id ic u lo u s  b u c k e t  s e a ts  ~ |
 •;

b u t  L u c i w a s  e n o rm o u s ly  p le a s e d .   She loves for me to pay her a n d  h e r  b e a u  

a t te n t io n ,  to g e th e r .   She w a n ts  h im  to  b e  a  p a r t  of th e  fa m ily  g ro u p .  They’d  j

s p e n t  a n  h o u r  o r  so  a t  the  p o o l, ta lk in g  to  R e v e re n d  B a x te r ,  w h ic h  p le a s e d  m e .  |  

L u c i’ s q u ite  u n s e lf c o n s c io u s  o f a n y  p o s s ib le  r i f t  b e tw e e n  h e r  a n d  th e  E p is c o p a l  

c h u r c h  b e c a u s e  s h e 's  b e c o m e  a  C a th o l ic . - '

L u c i s a t  o n  a  p illo w  in  the  m id d le . P a t  d ro v e  an d  w e s lo w ly  to u re d  

th e  g ro u n d s . O u te r  l im i t s  s o r t  o f r e m in d  you of the p la c e  i t  i s .  F e n c e s  

tw e lv e  o r  m o r e  f e e t  h ig h , to p p ed  b y  a  ta n g le d  ro u n d  m a s s  o f b a r b e d  w ir e ,  

e l e c t r i f i e d , I 'm  s u r e .  T h is  p la c e , o f c o u r s e ,  h a s  o th e r  m e a n in g s  th a n  a  

r e t r e a t  fo r  r e s t  a n d  p le a s u r e  f o r  o u r  P r e s id e n t .

P a t 's  g o in g  in to  the  s e r v ic e ,  in to  the  A ir  F o r c e ,  in  O c to b e r .  H e ’s  

n o t  a n x io u s , b u t h e 's  n o t av o id in g  i t .  H e h o p e s  i t ' l l  b e  s ix  m o n th s , h e  k n o w s 

i t  m a y  b e  lo n g e r .  H e’ s f in is h e d  M a rq u e tte .  H is  fa m ily , I  g a th e r ,  a r e  w e l l -  

to -d o  p e o p le .  H e 's  v e r y  b lo n d  a n d  c le a n  lo o k in g , a n d  h e  s e e m s  a  f in e  b o y
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a n d  L u c i i s  u t t e r l y  d e lig h te d  in  h is  co m p an y .  I t w a s  a lm o s t  m y  n ic e s t  p a r t  

of the  d a y .  I 'm  g la d  I  so u g h t i t .

A nd  to n ig h t L y n d a  B ir d  w il l  b e  h o m e !  W h a te v e r  the  r e s t  o f th e  

p a r ty  d o e s ,  I  w a n t to  b e  u n d e r  th a t  p o r te  c o c h e re  b y  10:30 o r  so , w a itin g  

f o r  th is  l i t t l e  g i r l  t h a t 's  b e e n  gone s ix  w e e k s , e x c e p t fo r  c o m in g  h o m e  fo r  

th e  b ir th d a y - b a p t is m . : \

. A good  m a n y  o f the  g u e s ts  h a d  h a d  to le a v e  e a r l i e r .  T h e  r e s t  o f u s  

s a t  dow n f o r  d in n e r  a t  9 :30  - the  M c N a m a ra s , a n d  C l i f f o r d s ,  a n d  B a x te r s  

a n d  C h a n c e llo r s ,  a n d  B ir c h  B ayhs , a n d  s ta f f , a n d  L u c i a n d  P a t . ,  '

Lyndon wou ld  h a v e  l ik e d  to  s p e n d  the n ig h t b u t m a n y  o f th e m  n e e d e d  

to  g e t in , e s p e c ia l ly  the  M c N a m a ra s , w ho a lw a y s  b e g in  th e i r  d a y  a t  s e v e n ; 

a n d  th e  B ir c h  B ayhs  w ho h a d  h o u se  g u e s ts ,  b u t w ho h a d  the  m o s t  fu n  o f 

a n y b o d y , a n d  how  I  lo v e d  h a v in g  th e m .  T h ey  w e re  m a rv e lo u s  D e m o c ra t ic  

c a m p a ig n e r s  l a s t  f a l l ,  a n d  s p e c ia l  f a v o r i te s  o f o u r  c h i ld r e n .  I  l ik e  to  w e av e  

in  a n d  b e c o m e  c lo s e  to  p e o p le  w ho f i l l  th o se  r o le s ,  I  th in k  i t  w as  m y  in s i s t e n c e  

th a t  g o t u s  in to  th e  h e l ic o p te r  a b o u t 10, a n d  h o m e  -- t i r e d ,  h ap p y , f o r  a  b r e a t h -

l e s s  hug  a n d  good lo n g  s e s s io n  in  b e d  w ith  L y n d a , a b o u t c a n oeing , c a r r y in g  p a c k s  

in  th e   r a in ,  th e  F r e e m a n s  - -  sh e  lo v e s  th em  -- a n d  the  n e w sp a p e r  p e o p le  (sh e  

d o e s n ' t  lo v e  th e m ) , a n d  a l l  th e  th in g s  th a t  h av e  h a p p e n e d  h e r e .

F ly in g  in ,  C la r k  C lif fo rd  m a d e  a  s ta te m e n t  th a t  I  r e m e m b e r e d .  H e 

s a id ,  " I t ' s b e e n  a  g o o d  w e e k e n d  f o r  u s  a l l  -  I t 's  b e e n  a  good  w e ek e n d  f o r

t
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th e  c o u n t r y ."   S om ehow  h is  to n e  w as  so  w e ig h te d , th a t  I  f e l t  s o m e  p r e t ty  

im p o r ta n t  d e c is io n s  h a d  b e e n  a r r i v e d  a t .  H e d id n ’ t e la b o r a te .  H e ' s 

a b s o lu te ly  a  c o o l sy m b o l of d i s c r e t io n ,  b u t you  c a n  f e e l  the in e s c a p a b le  

w e ig h t  o f  d e c is io n s  d e sc e n d in g  u p o n  you , a n d  you know  th e y  m u s t  b e  r e a c h e d  

s oon .

I '
V-


