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THE WHITE HOUSE
I ■ ■ W A S H I N G T O N

Sunday, A u g u st 1, 1965 -

How c an  the s u m m e r  have flow n so  sw iftly ? In Ju ly  I  a m  r ic h  

w ith  the tim e  th a t i s  m in e . In A ugust, a lre a d y  the shadow  of a b u sy  fa ll  

b e g in s  to h o v e r  o v e r m e . The P e te r  H urds  cam e  o v er fo r  a  v is i t ;  th e re  

w as  too m u ch  con fu sio n  and  too m an y  peo p le , and  te lephone c a l ls ,  to have 

the p ro p e r  s i t t in g , ; P e te r  h ad  s e t  up shop in  the d ining ro o m , w h e re  th e re  

is  a  w o n d e rfu l l ig h t f ro m  a  p ic tu re  w indow. W ith H enrietta 's  c r i t i c a l  eye 

an d  h e lp , he f e e ls  h e ’s m ad e  p r o g re s s ,  in  the sk e tc h  and  the b ack g ro u n d .

.. . H e s t i l l  w an ts  to  pu t the c a p ito l in  i t ,  a lth o u g h  sm a ll, ju s t  a s  a  sy m b o l.

• We got off in  a  g re a t  f lu r r y  fo r  ch u rch , n ine  of u s  in  the s ta tio n  

w agon . T he o th e rs  fo llo w e d . The G o ld b e rg s  and  the H u r d s  w ith  u s — ' 

the  C a lifan o s , B usbys , J e s s e  K e llam  d ropp ing  by  to p ic k u p  J e s s ie  H u n te r, 

Bob G o ldberg  a n d h is  d a te , V icki and  Y olanda.  A t the door we m e t a l l  the 

M oursund  fa m ily  - A . W .,  M ary e llen , W ill - g row n to five fe e t ten  - an d  

p r im ly  d r e s s e d  1 it t le  M ary . It w as a n  en to u rag e , and  w hen th ey  s ta r te d  

p a s s in g  the co m m u n io n  p la te  o n  the Jo h n so n ’s ro w s, I  cou ld  h a rd ly  keep  

f ro m  g iggling  -- a t  l e a s t  th re e  Jew s, A rth u r, D oro thy , and  th e ir  so n  R o b e rt; 

( an d  I  d o n 't  know abou t h is  date)  and  c e r ta in ly  two C a th o lic s  -- the C a l i f a n o s .  

F a th e r  Ak i n ' s  h e lp e r s ,  p au sin g  in  f ro n t of everybody , w ith  the  b r e a d  and 

the w ine , w ould  s im p ly  shove i t  a  l i t t le  c lo s e r  f o r  a  m o m en t, u n ti l  they  

u n d e rs to o d  the g en tle  shake of the h ead .

I  looked  a t  u rb a n e , so p h is tic a te d  Bob A k e rs  - s tra n g e ly  ou t of p lac e  

in  th is  l i t t le  c h u rc h  - Lyndon h a s  c e r ta in ly  sh ak en  th ings up a ro u n d  Jo h n so n  

C ity  - in d e ed  a ro u n d  m u ch  of th is  n a tio n . , *
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A s we f ile d  out of c h u rc h  I w as  speak ing  to ev ery b o d y , an d  one 

la d y  re m in d e d  m e  th a t we had  m e t in  P a r i s  - I  kep t on re sp o n d in g  -  w ith  

v a s t  e r r o r s  -  "O h, I g u e ss  you m u s t have b een  co n n ec ted  w ith  th e  E m b a ssy ." 

o r ,  " I  b e t  th a t wa s  the tim e  th a t we w e re  o v e r  fo r  the NATO c o n fe re n c e ."  

O nly to  f in d  th a t she  m e a n t P a r i s ,  T e x a s ! .

Outside were h u n d re d s  of to u r i s t s ,  w ith  a l l  the c a m e r a s .   We p ile d  ^ 

in to  th e  c a r s ,  Lyndon d riv in g , and  ro d e  p a s t  the C o-op  b u ild in g . A r th u r  

G o ld b erg , w h o s e  c o n v e rsa tio n  is  a lw ays fu ll of ju ic e , to m e , a sk e d  m e if

I knew  wh a t  Lyndon ' s d e fin itio n  of co m m u n ism  w a s .  I  g lib ly  sa id , " F ro m  

ea c h  a c c o rd in g  to h is  a b ili ty , to each  ac c o rd in g  to h is  n e e d s ."  " N o " ,  s a id  

A r th u r .   He gave an  e a r ly  d e fin itio n  of C om m unism  a s  " e l e c t r i c  P o w e r" .

; We w en t th ro u g h  Lyndon' s boyhood hom e, a long w ith  ab o u t 50 v i s i to r s ,  

an d  I  took d e lig h t in  in tro d u c in g  the G o ld b e rg s  to a l l  the B lanco  C ounty Lady 

h o s te s s e s  who give so  g e n e ro u s ly  of th e ir  h o u rs  to m ak e  th is  p r o je c t  p o s s ib le ,

I  hope th a t m ee tin g , su ch  p eo p le  a d ds a  l i t t le  sp ice  to th e ir  job .

A nd then  h o m e, w ith  the p r e s s  in  tow, ga llons of co ffee , huge pan s  

o f o a tm e a l co o k ie s  com ing o u t of the oven.  I  convoyed them  to the f ro n t 

y a rd , w h ile  the p r e s s  a s s e m b le d  on the b en ch es  an d  p a s se d  them  a ro u n d .

I  lik e  doing th is  m y se lf  so m e tim e s . It w as a  b r ie f  m e e tin g  - Lyndon h ad

ann o u n ced  th a t h e  h ad  n am ed  Bob A k e rs  a s  the D eputy D ire c to r  of the U nited  

. S ta te s  In fo rm a tio n  A gency.
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Bob an d  h is  w ife , S ev ille , h ad  b een  tra v e lin g  fo r  14 m o n th s , th ru  

Y u g o slav ia , an d  E gyp t, an d  Lebanon,, an d S y ria , J o rd a n , I s r a e l ,  T u rk e y , 

an d  G re e c e .  I t h ad  tak en  the F B I to find  h im  in  C o rfu , G reece!  I t  w ould 

have b e e n  h a r d  to have go tten  m e aw ay  fro m  C o rfu . I’m g lad  h e ' s tak ing  • 

th e  jo b .  I  th ink  h e  w ill be  a  c r e d i t  - and  he  and  L e o n a rd  M ark s  o ugh t to 

■ " m ak e  a  ' c a n -d o ' te a m .

J A t lu n c h , I  a sk e d  A rth u r  to  give the b le s s in g .  I t  w as a  b e a u tifu l, 

p o e tic  o n e  t h a t  ended  w ith  a  quote in  Y id d ish . ' ■

‘ T h e  Gol d b e rg s  announced  th a t th ey  n eed ed  to get b a c k  to  W ashing-

(3

ton  so  we had  to  q u ick ly  c a tc h  the c o u r ie r  p lane  th a t a lr e a d y  le f t  B e rg s tro m  

so m e  15 m in u te s  b e fo re , w ith  L ynda and  the c o u r ie r  a b o a rd , h av e  them  

r e tu r n  and  w a it fo r  the G o ld b erg s .

L y n d a 's  r e la t io n  w ith  an  a irp la n e  a r e  ju s t  lik e  a  s a d  l i t t l e  

c h a r a c te r  in  L it t le  A b n er, w ith  an  un p ro n o u n cab le  n am e , lik e  " G r s h t" ,  

to  whom  e v e ry th in g  b ad  h ap p en s .

On o r d e r s ,  the p lane  r e tu rn e d , to p ick  up the Goldbergs . and  a f te r  

a  coup le  of h o u r s '  w a it s ta r te d  out ag a in , only to  d isc o v e r  so m e  30 m in u te s  

in  the a i r ,  th a t they  h ad  eng ine  tro u b le , and  b a c k  they  cam e once m o re .

So i t  w as n e a r ly  su p p e r tim e  b e fo re  th ey  w e re  f in a lly  en  ro u te  to W ashing ton , 

w ith  a  few  c a l ls  to m e fro m  L ynda, e v e ry  tim e  they w e re  on the g ro und, to 

s h a re  h e r  p re d ic a m e n t.
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A nd so the c ro w d  b eg an  to m e lt  away,- Bob A k e r s  h ad  r e tu rn e d  

w ith  the G o ldbergs . The P e te r  H u r d s ,  fee lin g  th a t they  h ad  done a l l  they  

co u ld  th a t w eekend , m ad e  a r ra n g e m e n ts  fo r  an  e a r ly  m o rn in g  f lig h t to New 

M exico , an d  le f t  fo r  the r e s t  of the a f te rn o o n .

: . A nd I  b e g a n  to th ink  i t  w ould be  a  q u ie t, lie -in -th e -h am m o c k , w a tch  

the l e a v e s  a n d  the c lo u d s , and the  flapp ing  flag  -  .that s o r t  of an  a f te rn o o n . ; 

B ut I  d id n 't  coun t on m y  hu sb an d ' s a p p e tite  fo r  p eo p le . . '

; F r e s h  r e c r u i t s  soon b e g a n  to a r r iv e .  V ick i M cGam m o n ' s fa m ily  -  ' 

w a s  en  ro u te  to M exico . Lyndon h ad  a sk e d  them  to s top  by fo r  a  co o l d r in k  -  

an d  so o n  ex ten d ed  i t  to spending  the  even ing  w ith  u s  on  the la k e .  Jcbsx -M r.. 

an d  M rs .  M c C a b u r n  and  th re e  of V ick i' s b ro th e r s  and  s i s t e r s;̂  Scot,

S is sy  M o rr is e y , and  T ony S a rg e a n t.  A nd we a l l  w en t to the Haywood 

b o a tin g .

/ I , v e r y  inh o sp itab ly , c u r le d  up in  the cab in  on the  b ed  w ith  a  

good book  P o r t r a i t  in  B ro w n s to n e , by  L ou is A u ch in c lo ss , and  le f t  ev e ry b o d y  

e ls e  to en jo y  sundow n on P a c k sa d d le  M o u n ta in . S o m etim es th e re  i s  a  

n e c e s s i ty  to be q u ie t, n o t to ta lk , b u t ju s t  s i t  and  th ink  o r  re a d .

A nd th en , w hen i t  w as g e tting  d a rk , and  we w ere  c lo se  b a c k  to the 

, I  ju m p ed  off the b ig  b o a t and  sw am  a c r o s s  the la k e , to the o p p o site  

lan d in g , a  D r. B ro c k ’ s, and  then sw am  b ack  a l l  the w ay to o u r b o a th o u se .

T he w a te r  w as lik e  s ilk , so ft and  c a r e s s in g ,  and  se n su o u s . I  f e l t  lik e  I co u ld
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sw im  f o re v e r .   T he sky  w as fad ing  tw ilig h t.  I t 's  v e ry  h a rd  to se e  a  

sw im m e r  w hen you’r e  in  a  f a s t  b o a t, and  fo r  once I  w as g lad  th a t  th e re  

w e re  s e c r e t  s e rv ic e  b oa ts  th a t cou ld  ge t b e tw een  m e and  any  sp eed in g   

s p o r t  lo v e r s .  :

’ T h e r e 's  no th ing  to give you a  fee lin g  of s e lf - c o n tro l ,  s e l f - a s s u r a n c e,  

of be in g  a b le  to face  l ife  and  love i t  l ik e  e x e r c i s e .  - And sw im m ing  in  a  

la k e ,  wh e re  you c an  go on an d  on, and  w a tc h  the  sky  and; the  b i r d s ,  an d  

lo s e  y o u rse lf , in  p e a c e , is  so m eth in g  I  lo v e  d e a r ly .  I t  w as a  la te  d in n e r , 

ab o u t 10 :00 , and  then  w ith  b o u n tifu l p r a is e  to M ary  and  Jame s , w h o se  v a c a tio n  

w ill  p ro b a b ly  be sh o v ed  b a c k  a  couple of d ay s , b e c a u se  of o u r  v is i t ,  we , 

h e l ic o p te re d  ho m e to the  ra n c h . ' -

. ' J e s s ie  an d I, w hile  on  the b o a t, h ad  w o rk ed  ou t a  l i t t l e  a r ra n g e m e n t,  

to g ive J a m e s  an d  M ary  so m e e x tra  m oney , to m ake th e ir  v a c a tio n  g a y e r , 

M a ry  te l ls  m e s h e 's  com ing  to  W ashington , to b r in g  the  c h ild re n  n ex t year --  

a lm o s t  I  w an ted  to te l l  h e r ,  d o n 't  w a it.


