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THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N ;

T u esd a y , A u g u s t 3 , 1965 - ^

A s th e  w e ek e n d s  b e c o m e  lo n g e r ,  a n d  the  w o rk  in  the  m id d le  o f  th e  ’ 

w e e k  s h o r t e r ,  i t  a l s o  b e c o m e s  m o r e  s ta c c a to ,  m o re  p ile d  up  w ith  w o rk .

A nd so  T u e s d a y  i t  w a s  a  r u s h ,  f ro m  the  b e a u ty  p a r l o r ,  b a c k  to  the  d e sk , a  

ta lk  a b o u t the  L ife  a r t i c l e  w ith  L iz  a n d  the  c a p tio n s  fo r  i t .

T h e n  to  the  R o se  G a rd e n  fo r  th e  c e re m o n y  fo r  G e n e ra l  C lif to n , w h e re  

a b o u t 200 o f  th e  G e n e r a l 's  f r i e n d s  w a tc h e d  L y ndon  p in  the  D is tin g u is h e d  

S e rv ic e  M ed a l on  T e d . ^ ^

■ Lyndon^^ w ho so  o ften  th in k s  of the  r ig h t ,  f r e s h ,  sw e e t th in g  to  s a y ,  : 

s a id ,, " I ’ve  d on e  th is  m a n y  t im e s ,  b u t b e f o r e ,  ,I 'v e  a lw ay s  h a d  T e d  to  h e lp  

m e . "  A n d  in  h is  s p e e c h , th e re  w a s  th e  p r a i s e  fo r  " . . ,  fo u r  y e a r s  of s e r v ic e ,  

in  the  h ig h e r  c o u n c ils  o f  o u r  g o v e rn m e n t, an d  h is  influence^ a t  l e a s t ,  upon  

m e , h a s  b e e n  o f th e  g r e a t e s t  v a lu e , a n d  I  th in k , th e  g r e a te s t  w o r th  to  h is  

c o u n try .  H e 's  m a d e  so  m a n y  th in g s  e a s i e r ,  I  c a n 't  h e lp  b u t f e e l  a  f l i c k e r  

o f u n c e r ta in ty ,  th a t  a l l  the  o ld  te a m  i s  le a v in g  a t  the  s a m e  tim e  -  G e n e ra l  

C lif to n , C o m m a n d e r  J o s e p h s o n , C o lo n e l C ook , ”

And then T e d  C lif to n  m a d e  a  r a th e r  le n g th y  re p ly ,  in  w h ic h  he d id

ju s t  w h a t I  w an t e v e ry b o d y  to d o , th an k  a l l  the  fo lk s  th a t  w o rk  to g e th e r ,  to  

m a k e  th is  c o m p le x  c i r c u s  ru n  - th e  c a m e ra m e n , the  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  m e n , 

th e  fo lk s  th a t  h a n d le  the  b a g g a g e , a ll. the  s ta f f  e v e ry w h e re . H ugs a n d  th a n k s  

a n d  goodbys a l l  a ro u n d  - a n d  th e n  q u ic k ly  to  s n a r e  J a c k  fo r  a  few  m in u te s  

a d v ic e  on  th e  t i t l e s  ;fo r the L ife  a r t i c l e  -  I  am  w r it in g  th em  m y s e l f ,  /

:L unch  in  m y  ro o m  an d  th e n  to  the  E a s t  G a r d e n ,  the  J a c q u e l ine K ennedy . 

G a r d e n ,- f o r - a  c e re m o n y  a b o u t the  b e a u t i f ic a t io n  of P o s t  O ff ic e s . S ix teen
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p o s tm a s t e r s  w e re  p r e s e n te d  w ith  C ita t io n s  of M e r i t  b y  m e , f o r  the  sp ad e  w o rk  

th e y  h a v e  done in  s p ru c in g  up  the  g ro u n d s  of th e i r  P o s t  O ffice  la n d s c a p e s .

T h e  a w a r d e e s  ra n g e d  f ro m  M r s .  S c h m id t, f ro m  a  s m a l l  r u r a l  c o m m u n ity  o f 

2 6 0 0  in  T r o y ,  I l l in o is ;  to  G ra n v il le  E ld e r ,  for the  h a n d so m e  m e tro p o l i ta n  

P o s t  Off ic e  of Houston.  There  h a d  b e e n  r e g io n a l  ju d g e s  f ro m  th e  e a s t  c o a s t ,

th e  w e s t  c o a s t ,  an d  th e  v a s t  c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f the  c o u n try . T h e y  h a d  t r a v e le d  

a n d  s e e n  m a n y  P o s t  O ff ic e s , a n d  th e se ; s ix te e n  w e re  th e  c r e a m  o f the  c ro p  

o f th e  c h a n g e s  m a d e  . ■

; ; •  I t  w a s  T y le r  A b e l l 's  id e a .  I 'm  s u r e ,  a n d  the  m a in  b u rd e n  o f m y  ; 

s p e e c h , m y  sm a.ll w o rd s ,  w e re  th a t w ith  3 4 ,0 0 0  P o s t  O ffic e s  a c r o s s  the  

la n d , e a c h  of th e s e  c o u ld  c e r ta in ly  be a n  e x a m p le , a  c a ta ly s t  f o r  th e i r  

c o m m u n ity . I  a l s o  h o p e d  i t  w ou ld  s e r v e  a s  a n  e x a m p le  to  th e  o th e r  F e d e r a l  

A g e n c ie s .

i-

/  T h e re  w e r e  w o n d e rfu l b e fo re -a n d -a f te r  p ic tu r e s  fo r  the P r e s s  to  s e e  

a n d  a  good  d e a l  o f h u m a n  i n t e r e s t  s t o r i e s ,  a b o u t g a rd e n  c lu b s ,  n u r s e r y m e n ,  

c iv ic  l e a d e r s ,  e v e n  the  d r iv e - in  r e s t a u r a n t  c lo s e ,b y , h a d  jo in e d  in  to  h e lp  o u t 

o n  th e  v a r io u s  p la n tin g  p r o je c t s .  D oes i t  m a k e  a n y  im p r e s s io n ?  D o es i t  

a m o u n t to  a n y th in g ?  A ll th o se  l i t t l e  th in g s  I  do, t r y  to  e n c o u ra g e , s p u r ,  

th a n k , g iv e  a w a r d s ,  to  m a n y  of th e  p e o p le  w ho p u t th e i r  s h o u ld e r  to  the  w h e e l, 

in  the  B e a u t if ic a t io n  d r iv e .  W ho know s ? A t l e a s t  i t ' s  the  o n ly  w ay  I  know  

to  t r y  to  h e lp .  ■ -/V .

. T h e n  I  w e n t to  L u c i 's  ro o m , w h e re  L u c i, L y n d a  a n d  I  c u r l e d  up  o n  ]

th e  b e d  to  lo o k  a t  a  b ig  s ta c k  of p ic tu r e s < ‘*Lynd a  h a d  ta k e n  on h e r  6 w e e k 's  t r i p
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th ro u g h  th e  w e s t .

T h e  L i f e ’ s s p r e a d  la c k s  a  p ic tu r e  of the th re e  o f u s  to g e th e r ,  a n d  

c u r l in g  up on the  b e d  i s  the  n a tu r a l  w ay  w e m e e t  arid ta lk  an d  p h ilo s o p h iz e .

A nd th e n , t he  n e x t th in g  on th e  day w a s to  go to  the  G re e n  R oom

-  A nn H an dto  m e e t ,S ix  A m b a s s a d o r 's  w iv e s , co n v o y ed  by  K a tie  Louchheim --  

i s  o u t o f tow n.

y  T h e y  w e re  M r s .  D av id  B an e , g o in g  to  G abon; M r s .  G e o rg e  F e ld m a n , 

g o in g  to  M a lta  (only  3 2 ,0 0 0  p e o p le ) ; M r s .  P a r k e r  H a r t ,  on h e r  w a y  to  T u rk e y ;  

p ro b a b ly  th e  m o s t  in te r e s t in g  a n d  a r t icu l a t e  of the g ro u p , M rs .  Jo h n  J e r n ig a n ,  

to  A lg e r ia ;  M rs .  D av id  N ew so m , to L ib y a ; a n d  M rs .  Hugo S m y th e , the  S y r ia n  

A ra b  R e p u b lic . .

W e h a d  te a  an d  ro u n d - th e - ro o m  c o n v e rsa tio n ^  in  the  loveliest o f a l l  th e  

f o r m a l  ro o m s ,  to  m e ,  the  G re e n  R o o m , w ith  th a t o u ts ta n d in g  e a r ly  

A m b a s s a d o r ,  B e n ja m in  F r a n k l in ,  g az in g  dow n on u s .  A nd th en  w e w e n t o u t 

o n  th e  p o r t ic o ,

I  s p e n t  m y  tim e  try in g  to e x t r a c t  f ro m  each^^- a  l i t t l e  n u g g e t o f in f o r m a -

tio n  a b o u t h e r  s e r v ic e  in  the  p a s t ,  o r  the  c o u n try  sh e  w as  go ing  to , o r  so m e  

m o s t  in te r e s t in g  e x p e r ie n c e .

; M r s .  H a r t  s p e n t a  lo t  of tim e  in  the  A ra b  c o u n t r ie s ,  h a d  d o n e  a  

h i s to r y  of Y em en , m a d e  a  l i s t  of th e  lo c a l  b i r d s  o f Y em en , an d  t r i e d  to  s t i r  

th e  i n t e r e s t  of th e  w o m e n  o f S aud i A ra b ia  in  v o lu n te e r  p u b lic  s e r v ic e  w o rk .

H a rd  jo b . I 'd  s a y . V e ry  in te r e s t in g ly ,  s h e 'd  h a d  a  l i t t l e  s c h o o l fo r  young
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c h i ld r e n  in  one o f th e  A ra b  c o u n t r ie s .  In  the  t e s t s ,  th e y  h a d  a l l  p ro v e d

■ /
n o r m a l ly  in te l l ig e n t  u n t i l  i t  c a m e  to  a r i th m e t ic .  T h e r e  th e y  h a d  d a z z lin g  

h ig h  m a r k s  -  th e y  th o u g h t th ey  h a d  g iv en  the  in te l l ig e n c e  t e s t  w ro n g  - th ey  

d id  th em  o v e r  a g a in . On ce  m o r e ,  th e y  w e re  p r a c t i c a l ly  a l l  g e n iu s e s  in  

m a th e m a t ic s !  I w o u ld  h a v e  l ik e d  to  h a v e  p u r s u e d  i t  f u r th e r  b e c a u s e  a f t e r  

a l l  a r e n ' t  o u r  ow n f ig u r e s  n a m e d  A ra b ia n  n u m e r a l s .  C o u ld  th e r e  b e  a  

c o n n e c tio n .

B u t a t  th a t  p o in t  L yndon  a r r iv e d ,  a n d  s ta n d in g , gave th e  la d ie s  

a  s o r t  o f c o a c h - to - te a m  ta lk , th a t  m u s t  h a v e  m a d e ,th e m  -- o r  i t  d id  m e -- f e e l  

th a t  th ey  w e r e  m o u n tin g  the  r a m p a r t s  fo r  A m e r ic a  a lo n e  - th a t  i t ' s  f u tu re  , 

i t ’s r e la t io n s  w ith  the  p e o p le  of a l l  the  g r e a t  o u ts id e  w o r ld , d e p e n d e d  

e n t i r e ly  on th em  - a n d  ju s t  how  in te l l ig e n t ,  in d u s t r io u s  a n d  good  w il le d  th e y  

w e r e  in  th e i r  a s s ig n m e n ts  to  a l l  th o se  f a r  aw ay  p la c e s .  I  a lm o s t  c la p p e d  

w h en  h e  f in is h e d  a n d  t h en , h e  s a id  "N ow  la d ie s ,  c o m e  on o v e r  to  th e  

o ff ic e  w ith  m e , an d  l e t ' s  g e t p ic tu r e s  of a l l  of u s  to g e th e r ,  w ith  y o u r  h u s b a n d s ."

O nce in  h is  o ff ic e , w e fo u n d  s t i l l  a n o th e r  A m b a s s a d o r  th e r e ,  P a t r i c i a  

H a r r i s ;  I  b e l ie v e  th is  i s  th e  f i r s t  n e g ro  w o m an  A m b a s s a d o r ,  v e r y  c a p a b le  o f 

f i l l in g  th e  r o le  I 'd  s a y . H e r  h u sb a n d  h a d  n o t c o m e  to te a  w ith  m e  a n d  th e  

l a d ie s .  I  a lm o s t  s a id  h is  ro le  w as  h a r d e r .  We to o k  p ic tu r e s  o f a l l  the  

f a m ily  g ro u p  - the  A m b a s s a d o r  a n d  h is  w ife , an d  the  two J oh n s o n s ,  a n d  th e n  

o u t in to  the  R o se  G a rd e n , f o r  c a s u a l  p i c tu r e s .  T h e n  I  l e f t  L y n d o n , f o r  

f u r th e r  ta lk  w ith  th e  A m b a s s a d o rs  an d  th e i r  w iv es  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  p a s t  6 a n d
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the  p a r ty  f o r  the  C e le b re e z e s  in  the  Y e llo w  O val ro o m  m u s t  a l r e a d y  be  

in  p r o g r e s s ,

I ’m  so  fo n d  o f  T o n y  a n d  A nn C e le b r e e z e ,  a n d  i t  i s  w ith  r e a l  s a d n e s s  ' 

th a t  I  s a y  goodby  to  th e m . I  th in k  th is  s h o r t ,  p lu m p , v e r y  I ta l ia n  e x t e r io r  

m a s k s  m o r e  r e a l  a b i l i ty  th an  sh o w s th ro u g h  to  th e  p r e s s  a n d  c e r t a in ly  he  a n d  

A nn  a r e  tw o w a r m , good h u m a n  b e in g s . W e 'v e  lo v e d  h a v in g  th em  in  o u r  

f a m ily ,

A ll  th e  c a b in e t  w e re  th e r e  - the  C o n n o rs , the  F o w le r s , th e  F r e e m a n s ;   

sh e  a n d  I  b u b b lin g  a n d  ta lk in g  a b o u t L y n d a  B ir d  a t  the  s a m e  t im e , a n d  c a n o e s  

a n d  p a n c a k e s ,  a n d  f is h in g  a n d  p r e s s ,  : :: V

T he n ew  S e c r e ta r y  o f H EW , h a n d so m e , d is t in g u is h e d  Jo h n  G a rd n e r ,  

a lo n e  -  h is  w ife  i s  h o u s e -h u n tin g ; th e  G ro n o u sk i s ; the  A tto rn e y  G e n e r a l  a lo n e  _ 

a  s u m m e r  b a c h e lo r ;  th e  M c N a m a ra s , the  R u s k s ,  the  U dal l s ; a n d  th e  h u m o ro u s ,  

d e l ig h tfu l W ir tz s . ■ On e o f the  n ic e s t  th in g s  w as  th a t  th e re  w e r e  fo u r  young  

C e le b r e e z e s  -  th e i r  so n , T o n y  w ith  h is  new  young b r id e ;  a n d  J e a n  C e le b r e e z e ,  

a n d  S u sa n  C e le b r e e z e .  A nd the  S e n a to r  f ro m  th e i r  h o m e  s ta t e .  S e n a to r  F r a n k  

L a u s c h e  a n d  Ja n e  -  I  f e e l  so  fo n d  o f h e r .  A n d  S e n a to r  S tev en  Y oung , s m a l l  

o f s t a tu r e  b u t l a r g e  of c o u ra g e , r e a d y  to ta c k le  a n y  G o lia th , a n d  h is  w ife .

I  g o t in  m y  w o rd s  fo r  the la g g in g  b e a u t i f ic a t io n  b i l l ,  w ith  S en a to r P a t

M c N a m a ra ; h a r d ly  d a re d  m e n tio n  i t  to  W ilb u r M il ls .  I t  c an  v e r y  w e ll  b e  th a t  

w e ’v e  gone a lo n g , do ing  n o th in g , in s u la te d  b y  a l l  the  m a i l  a n d  p r a i s e  of " I s n 't  

i t  a  w ond e r f u l  p ro g r a m !  " -  a n d  e v e ry b o d y  a g a in s t  i t  i s  b u ild in g  u p  th e  v o te s  

th a t  w i l l  d e fe a t  i t .  'Y' ’
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I t  w a s  one of the n ic e s t  p a r t i e s ,  e v e ry b o d y  g ay  a n d  r e la x e d .  • I  w as

p a r t i c u l a r ly  g la d  to h av e  the  fo u r  o r  fiv e  C o n g re s s io n a l  c o u p le s  fo r  su c h  a n

in t im a te  p a r ty ,  i n  th e  v e r y  s p e c ia l  ro o m .

L y n d o n  cam e  a t  8 :0 0 , v e r y  la te  an d  a p o lo g e tic ;  m a d e  a  b e a u ti fu l  ta lk ,

a n d  p r e s e n te d  th e  s i l v e r  t r a y .  A nd  th e n  the s p i r i t  m o v e d  m e  an d  I  f e l t  c a l l e d

u p o n  to  s p e a k  of T o n y  a n d  A nn - a n d  to  q u o te  th e  tim e  in  the  H e a d s ta r t  M ee tin g ,

th e  S e m in a r ,  w h en  h e  h a d  tu rn e d  the s t a t i s t i c s  a n d  a l l  the s o c io lo g ic a l  la n g u a g e

in to^  f l e s h  a n d  b lo o d  s u c c e s s  s to r y .
• - - .

A n d  th e n  T o n y  m a d e  a  d e lig h tfu l  r e jo in d e r ,  one of the  m o s t  m e m o ra b le  
l in e s  o f w h ic h  '
  w a s  -  " I  s h a l l  n o t w r i te  a  book . " I t b ro u g h t f ro m  m e , a t  l e a s t ,  a

la u g h . ', : . '  ;■

Y ou can  u s u a l ly  t e l l  how m u c h  p eo p le  h a v e  e n jo y ed  a  p a r ty  b y  how  

lo n g  th e y  l in g e r  an d  i t  w a s  a f t e r  8:30 w h en  the  g u e s ts  le f t .  L y n d o n  a s k e d  

D ean  R u sk  a n d  V irg in ia  to  s ta y ,  an d  w e w e n t ou t on  the  p o rch , th e  T ru m a n  

B a lc o n y , f o r  a n o th e r  d r in k .

H e i s  a  m a n  of m o n u m e n ta l  p a tie n c e  a n d  k in d n e s s , b u t  h e h a s  b e e n  

s ta b b e d  w ith  the r e v e la t io n s  a n d  th e  h o t b lo o d  h i s to r y  b o o k s  n o w  b e in g  w r i t t e n ,  

h e  d o e s  n o t b le e d  in  p u b lic . ,

H e -u se d  a. p h r a s e  a b o u t p e o p le  w o rk in g  in  the  D ip lo m a tic  S e rv ic e ,  in  . 

th e  UN - i t  w e n t so m e th in g  l ik e  th is :  . . .  "G o th ro u g h  th e  w h o le  a g o n y  o f u n d e r -

s ta n d in g ." A good  p h r a s e  f o r  an  a t te m p t  fo r  try in g  to u n d e r s ta n d  o u r  w o r ld  ^

m im
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to d a y .

H e a n d  L y n d o n  ta lk e d  o f Ste v e n s o n ,  w ho s a id  h e  w a s  a  m a g n if ic e n t

s e c o n d  m a n ; no  one w a s  m o r e  g la d  to  g e t a  d e c is io n  th a t  A d la i. M o re  

r e l i e v e d  w h en  i t  w as  m a d e . M a rv e lo u s ly  in te l l ig e n t ,  c a p a b le  of- s e e in g  a l l  

th e  r a m if i c a t io n s  a n d  the  r o u te s ,  b u t i t  w as  a n  ag o n y  to  t r y  to  d e c id e  b e tw e e n  

th e m , to  r e a c h  th e  ̂ d e c is io n . So i s  i t  f o r  e v e ry b o d y  -  i t  ju s t  b e c o m e s  s o m e -

b o d ie s  th a n k le s s  job  to  do i t ,  V

' T h e y  shou ld  h a v e  s a t  dow n to  d in n e r  w ith  u s  im m e d ia te ly ,  b u t I  

c o u ld n ’ t g e t  th em  to  a nd  i t  w a s  p a s t  9 :30  w h en  D ean  a n d  V irg in ia  le f t .

A nd  Ly n d o n , in s te a d  of go ing  in to  d in n e r  w ith  m e , w en t b a c k  to  th e  o f f ic e , 

p r o m is in g  to  s ta y  o n ly  20  m in u te s .  I t  d id n ' t tu r n  ou t th a t  w ay .

, I  w e n t to  b e d  -  i t  w as  11:30 w h en  h e  c a m e  b a c k .

M m i


