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'■ ' ’• ■ '' ■'■ V  ■' ■' ■ " ' ' '"■I  s le p t  late« in  th e  ’To w er of the p r in c e s s ,  an d  got up ju s t  in  tim e

} ' ^to  be r e a d y  fo r  M ollie  P a r n i s , who a r r iv e d  w ith  a  m a id  and  f i t t e r  a t

10:30, ju s t  b a c k  f ro m  R om e la s t  n ig h t, and  n o t y e t gone to h e r  o ff ic e .

T he n e x t two h o u rs  w e re  e x e rc is e  and d ec is io n ; try in g  on , f ittin g ;

try in g  on, m o d e lin g , f il l in g  in  the h o le s  in  the w a rd ro b e  I  h a d  l a s t  y e a r ,

d ec id in g  w hat w o u ld  take the p lac e  of l a s t  y e a r 's  m o s t u se fu l th is  o r  th a t.-  
 ̂  ̂ V ' -  /  -X;

B e s id e s  the lo v e ly  white s i lk  R a ja h  d r e s s  I  h a d  a lre a d y  p u rc h a se d , I  go t a  w hite

c o c k ta il  e n se m b le , co a t an d  d r e s s ;  and  a  d a rk  g re e n  A luete  s i lk  d r e s s  a nd

ja c k e t;  and  f in ish e d  th o ro u g h ly  co n fu sed  an d  u n c e r ta in , a sk in g  M rs ,  P a r nis ^

to sen d  m e sk e tc h e s  o f a  g ra n d  evening  d r e s s ,  f o r  the p a r ty  fo r  P r in c e s s

M a rg a re t  in  N o v em b er, so m eth in g  with p a i l le t te s  a n d  g r e a t  g l i t te r  up top ,

b u t n o t an  a b so lu te  sh e a th  of i t  fro m  h ea d  to to e . Som e o f them  lo o k  lik e  a

c r u s a d e r  in  sh in ing  m a il ,  o r  a  m e rm a id ; and  I 'd  b e s t  s ta y  in  the ro le  of a

r a th e r  q u ie t, hopefully  w e ll d r e s s e d  50 y e a r  o ld ,

I  ta lk ed  to  Lyndon th a t m o rn in g ; I  to ld  him

re a d y  to do any th ing  he p lan n ed . He re m in d e d  m e of the sign ing  o f the

V oting  R ig h ts  B ill, w as to be  in  the c a p ito l, w h e re  in  ' 5 7 ,/h e  h ad  m ad e
■ ■■ v  v :  , ' . ' v

h is  f i r s t  s iz e a b le  s tr id e  in  push ing  the C iv il R ig h ts  m o v em en t. I t  w ould be  

a d ra m a tic  th ing .

C o m p le te ly  in e f f ic ie n t, I  fo rg o t to  w atch , b u t la te r  I  wa s  p ro u d  

to  s e e  t h a t  L u c i h ad  n o t fo rg o tte n . She w as r ig h t  th e re , b y  h e r  d a d d y 's  

s id e , w alk ing  in , h e r  h an d  in  h is .  I t w as a  d ra m a tic  s e ttin g , a  d ra m a tic  

o c c a s io n  ~ b u t th e p ic tu re  of E v e re t t  D irk se n , stand ing  beh in d  Lyndon,
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th r u s t  a  l i t t l e  f e a r  in to  m y  h e a r t .  He looks i l l .

I  h a d  san d w ich es  and soup , w ith  Mo l l ie  P a rn is ,  'wh ile  sh e  to ld  

m e  ab o u t see in g  M a ry  in  E u ro p e ,

The p e a c h  w ool d r e s s  and  ja c k e t w ith the m in k  c o lla r  an d  cuffs ,| 

w ill be  m y  b e s t  a r r i v a l  c o s tu m e , I  w as s a tis f ie d  and glowing, b u t a t  the 

sa m e  tim e  co n fu sed  and  u n c e r ta in ,  w ith  th a t fee lin g  a  w om an h a s  w ho h as  

sh o p p ed  a  lo t  w h e n  we w alk ed  out of the C a r lyle ( ^ ,  h ead ed  fo r  G reen w ich ,

to s e e  the Jo se p h  H i r s chh o rn  co lle c tio n .

u

The co u n try s id e  w as b ea u tifu l, in  sp ite  of a l l  th is  ta lk  I  h e a r  abou t 

a  d ro u g h t in  New Y o rk ; g re e n  and  p lu sh  and  ro llin g . G e o g ra p h ic a lly , I  

don' t know  m u ch  ab o u t w h ere  I  w a s , b u t i t  w as so lik e  the c o u n try  on the  w ay 

to M ary  L a s k e r 's ,  L ynda  w as w ith  m e and I  w as a  l i t t le  c o n c e rn e d  th a t m y  

tw en ty -o n e  y e a r  o ld  w as going to b id  m e  goodby a t  the a i r p o r t ,  go b a c k  in to

' M rs .  H irschhorn  h ad  c a lle d  m e the day b efo re ,- 'a nd a sk e d  i f  we

co u ld  d r iv e  o u t to  see  i t .  I  w as to rn  b e tw een  wa n tin g  v e ry  much, and ' ]

■ r e a l iz in g  w e ' d  only  have ab o u t an  h o u r to  be th e re ,  if  I  w e re  to g e t h o m e ,in-

tim e  to sp r in g  Lyndon lo o se  fro m  h i s  d e s k  f o r  a  two day  w eekend  -  th a t i s ,  ■ | 

le a v e  fo r  C am p D avid , b y  8 o' c lo ck . My p re s e n c e  can  Som e tim e s  m ak e  the 

d if fe re n c e  in  g e ttin g  h im  off. And see in g  the H irsc h h o rn  c o lle c tio n  in  an  

h o u r  i s  so m e th in g  of an  in s u l t  -  i t  shou ld  be sa v o re d  slow ly , lu x u rio u s ly , 

lik e  a  d e lic io u s  c a n d le - l i t  ban q u e t ,  in s te a d  of gulped lik e  a  h a m b u rg e r .  B ut 

m y  p h ilo so p h y  is  th a t th e r e ' s only  to d ay , and  w hat I  don' t  do now , I  m ay  

n e v e r  do . So we w ent.
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New  Y o rk , an d  sp en d  the w eekend , hav ing  d a te s ,  p lay ing  b r id g e  w ith  Dave

an d  h is  f r ie n d s .  She h ad  b een  to A r th u r 's  the n igh t b e fo re  and  c a m e  hom e

w ith  s to r ie s  o f the in c re d ib le  peop le  -  C a ro l  Channing in  h e r  w hite  v e lv e t

b e l l  b o tto m  t r o u s e r s ,  tr im m e d  in  r e d ,  and  a  m idd ie  b lo u se  top , an d  a  huge :

a la r m  c lo c k  hang ing  a ro u n d  h e r  n e c k ,  two in ch  a r t i f i c a l  e y e la s h e s ,  w as i

c o m p le te ly  in c o n sp ic io u s !  She sa id  th e re  w ere  on ly  abou t two p eo p le  on

the f loor,^ 'w ho lo o k ed  lik e  they  w e re  hav ing  a  good t i m e  as t hey danced , 

'T h e  r e s t  w e re  in  a  s o r t  of t ra n c e ;  som e lo o k ed  in  agony , a s  they  g y ra te d  

ab o u t, Sybil h a d  b e e n  a t  h o m e , we h e a rd , w ith  a  fe v e r  of 103, T hey  did

■ s e e  h e r  h u sb an d , and  a  h an d so m e young m a n  he w as ,

A bout th r e e  w e re a c h e d  th e  J o s e p h  H i r s ch h o rn  r e s id e n c e , w h e re  

the  w inding  d riv e w ay  le d  th ro u g h  rh o d o d en d ro n  a n d  ^ L - f « « a » - e

ta l l  e lm s  u p  a  g en tle  h i l l ,  topped  by a  d ig n ified , im p re s s iv e  r e s id e n c e ,  , 

r a th e r  E n g lish , and  th e re ,  a l l  s im i la r i ty  to any th ing  I  h av e  e v e r  s e e n  b e fo re  

en d ed . R ig h t in  the m id d le  of the c i r c u la r  d riv ew ay , in  a  p lo t of g re e n , 

w e re  fiv e  o r  s ix  huge f ig u re s  -  the "Bur g hers-of Cala i s ", in  c h a in s , m a rv e lo u s  

e x p re s s io n s  -  agony , d ig n ity , e n d u ra n c e , s e l f - s a c r i f ic e ,  by  R o d in !

y; O ur h o s t,  a l l  of five  fe e t  two, bouncy , d e ligh tfu l; one of the m o s t  

in te re s t in g  m e n  I ' ve m e t, w as a t  the d riv ew ay  to m e e t u s  -  an d  h is  p r e t ty ,  

w a rm , a t t r a c t iv e ,  m uch  y o u n g er, w ife -  to g e th e r  w ith  h is  c u ra to r  an d  w ife , 

an d  h is  la w y e r , Sam  H a r r i s  and  h is  w ife .
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F ro m  th en  on , fo r  the n ex t h o u r , i t  w as fo r  m e  e x c itin g , h ig h  

liv in g ! B e in g  p e lte d  by im p re s s io n  a f t e r  im p re s s io n  -  a  tra d it io n a l ,  

o ld -fa sh io n e d  p ie ce  of s c u lp tu re , and  th en  som e w aving wan d s  o f a lu m in u m , 

th a t  w e re  r a th e r  b o lte d  to g e th e r  to have a  c e r ta in  b a la n c e , b u t sw ay ing the 

w in d  (so m e fo llo w e r of C a ld e r , I  su p p o se), an d  H enry  M oore  -  m an y , m an y  

H e n ry  Moor e s -- I  th in k  he sa y s  th a t he h a s  m o re  than anyone in  th is  c o u n try  -- 

h is  f a v o r ite  b e in g  the King and  Q ueen , ̂ s e a te d  on a  b en ch  i n  the c e n te r  of ; 

h i s  r o s e  g a rd e n  -  n o t a t  a l l  c le a r ly  d efin ed  f ig u re s  of a  m a n  an d  a  w om an.

b u t  w ith  th e  s e r io u s  l in e s  and m o ld in g , d ep ic tin g  n e v e r th e le s s  a  c e r ta in  

d ig n ity  an d  q u ie t and im p o rta n c e .  ̂ ^  ^

A nd th en  th e re  w as the one th a t I  c a lle d  the h u n g ry  dog  s c u lp tu re  

b e c a u s e  one of h is  p ie c e s  i s  a  v e ry  le a n , e m a c ia te d  dog, th a t lo o k s  lik e  he 

i s  m ad e  of som e igneous ro c k , f r ie d  an d  bubb led , and  p it te d , m a te r ia l  th a t  - 

w as le f t  in  the bo ttom  of the p o t w hen the b u rn ing w as o v e r . T h e re  w e re  '

a l l  s o r t s  o f  m e d iu m s  -  m a rb le ,  a n d b ro n z e , and  wood, som e of i t  p a in ted ; 

a n d  s te e l  an d  a lu m in u m , and  o th e rs  I  d id n 't  even  re c o g n iz e .

A f te r  aw h ile , I  b eg an  to see  s im i la r i t ie s ,  to be  ab le  to re c o g n iz e  

them  -  th e re  w as  the A fric a n  in flu en ce ; and  th e re  w e re  som e p re -C o lu m b ia n  

th in g s ; b u t noth ing  th a t I  saw  w as m o re  in te re s t in g  th an  o u r h o s t  h im s e lf ,  

w ho to ld  m e  he h a d  b e en  co llec tin g  fo r  40 y e a r s ,  d e lig h ted  in  find ing  so m e th in g  

th a t h a d  n o t s tr u c k  the eye of the w o rld  yet,-̂  an d  buying i t  a t  a  m o d e ra te  p r i c e .  *

iliBi
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t o  se e  i t  r i s e  and b eco m e a  v e ry  ex p en siv e  t h ing of two d e cad es  l a t e r .

A bout e v e ry  15 m in u te s , B e s s  w ould say , "if  we a r e  going to  c a tc h  

th a t p lan e , we have to le av e  in  45 m in u te s , o r  30 m in u te s , o r  w h a te v e r . "

A nd o u r h o s te s s  w ould o ffe r  u s  a  d r in k , and  we w ould sn a tc h  i t  up  and  keep  

on  w alking -  I  a sk in g  q u e s tio n s , none of u s  w illin g , l e a s t  o f a l l  m e , to  s to p  

an d  th ink  ab o u t p la n e s  o r  d r in k s . The se ttin g  too , w as e x q u is ite  -  the  

b e a u tifu lly  k ep t law n s , s lop ing  off in to  m is ty  v is ta s ,  v is ib le  b e tw een  ta l l  

t r e e s ,  a  r o s e  g a rd e n , som e s o r t  of box -  w hat a  w re n c h  i t  m u s t be  fo r  h im  

to ev en  th in k  of le ttin g  i t  go, and  y e t, in  a  w ay, th a t is  why I’m  h e r e ,  b e c a u s e  

 ̂ I  hope th a t he w ill g ive i t  to  W ashington , w h ere  th o u san d s of peop le  c a n  s e e

^  h is  p o s s e s s io n s .  B u t be in g  the w o rld ' s p o o re s t  s a le s m a n , I  n e v e r  m en tio n e d  ^

"W hat a r e  y o u r p la n s  fo r  i t ? " A lthough he sa id  a  couple of t im e s ,  "O h , y e s ,  

w e ' d  love to  h av e  you com e b ack , b u t you know , you m u s t com e b a c k  b e fo re  

long . I t  w o n 't b e  h e r e  a f te r  aw h ile ."

T h e re  i s  ta lk  th a t the T ate   in  London is  w o o in g  h im  w ith  p ro m is e s  

to b u ild  p r a c t ic a l ly  a  seco n d  T a j M ahal, an d  th a t a l l  s o r t s  of New Y o rk  m u se u m s  

a r e  w an ting  i t  a s  a  c o lle c tio n . I t  is  s a id  to be the m o s t o u tstan d in g  one in  

p r iv a te  h a n d s . .

We w en t in s id e  and  I saw  a  couple of h is  E a k in s . He h a s  so m e 

e n o rm o u s  f ig u re  -- estimates ranging fro m  the 3 0 's  o r  m aybe in  the 5 0 's ;  th ese  w e re  v e ry  co m m an d in g  

c h a r a c te r  p o rt r a i t s ,  so m eth in g  of th e  qua lity  of the F le m is h  m a s te r s .
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A nd th en  th e re  w as a  m o s t a d o ra b le  C h ild  H a s sa m , a l l  m is ty  and 

d e l ic a te ,  an  a t t ra c tiv e  co u p le , s ittin g  on a  ba lco n y , looking  dow n in to  a  

P a r i s  s t r e e t .  And to m y  d e lig h t, so m e l i t t le  c la y  f ig u re s  of T laq u ep aq u e , 

f ro m  G u a d a la ja ra , p e rh a p s  they  m ig h t ev en  be fro m  m y  f r ie n d , Ju an  A ld a n a s '  

ow n shop , f a m il ia r  dove, an d  o w l , an d  ro a d ru n n e r .

J u s t  a s  we w e re  abou t to  le a v e , M r, H irsc h h o rn  gave u s  -- one fo r  

L ynda  an d one fo r  L u c i -- two p re -C o lu m b ia n  f ig u re s ,  I  th ink  I  c a n  s e e  the 

p lu m ed  s e rp e n t  on the h e a d d re s s  o f o n e!

And th en  we w e re  off in  a  w h ir l  of goodbys. L ooked  a t  a  box  of 

L y n d a ' s p ic tu re s  -  w o n d erfu l th ey  w e re ,  fro m  h e r  w e s te rn  t r ip  -  the G ran d  

C anyon, Y o se m ite , San S im eon , J a c k so n  H ole,

7Som e an x io u s  m o th e r  ta lk  a t  the a i r p o r t  -  " W hen w ill you be  h o m e ?

T ake c a r e . " A nd th en  I  a r r iv e d  a t  the W hite House a t  7 to f in d  th a t w e h ad  

h o u s e g u e s ts  -  A r th u r  and M athild e  K rim , and  B ill D eason  -  b u t Lyndon w as 

c a llin g  m e , say in g  h e ' d  lik e  to g e t off to  C am p D avid, H e ' d a l r e a d y  done 

the in v itin g ,

  ■
B e s id e s  th o se , M a r ia n n e  M eans and  E m m it R ea rd o n ; an d  S issy  Morrisy 

a n d  o th e rs  to com e to m o rro w ,

' ' ' ' 'It w as a f te r  9 b e fo re  we le f t  and  I  to ld  M athilde  that ev e ry o n e  pu ts down 

 his b u rd e n  of c a r e  w h e n  we e n te r  the w oods, a nd  w alk  in  f r e e .  T h e y 're  

b a lm  to L yndon -  q u ie t, in te ll ig e n t -  and  the fa c t  th a t sh e ' s so  p r e t ty  i s a

p le a s u re  fo r  h im . ■1t
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B ill  D easo n  h ad  bought a  house  and  he and  Jeanne and the c h ild re n  

a r e  m oving  to W ashin g ton , t o be on som e c o m m iss io n .

The B il l  W hites  w e re  a lo n g  to o .  We h ad  d in n e r and  d r in k s  a s  

so o n  a s  we a r r iv e d ,  b u t s t i l l  i t  w as 12 w hen  we go t to b ed .


