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■IA day o f sh ootin g  s t a r s !  B e fo re  noon , w hen I h e lic o p te r e d  out to 

NIH w ith  L yndon t h e p u rp ose  w as to s ig n  the 280 m illio n  d o lla r  H ealth  

R e se a r c h  F a c i l i t ie s  A ct.  T he s e t t in g  d ra m a tica lly , w a s in  f r ont o f one of 

the b ig  h an d som e b u ild in g s in  th is R e se a r c h  C en ter , fac in g  a s e r e n e , g reen  

la w n , now  crow d ed  w ith  peop le  - - p a t ie n ts , n u r s e s , d o c to rs  --  on the p la tfo rm , 

L u th er  T e r r y , S urgeon  G en era l of the U . S. P u b lic  H ealth  S e r v ice ; Tony  

C e le b r e e z e ;  L is t e r  H ill , p r a c t ic a lly  the fa th er  of the le g is la t io n  sp on sorin g  

so  m u ch  o f the m e d ic a l r e s e a r c h  th is  govern m en t i s  en gaged  in; and the o th er

h e a d s  o f  c o m m it te e s , both D em oc r a t s  and R ep u b lican s, b efore whom the H ealth  

B il l s  c o m e , w ho had a l l  flow n out in  the h e lic o p te r  w ith  u s .

Lyndon c a lle d  th is  . . ."a  q u ie t  b attlegrou n d  on w hich  the U nited  S ta tes  

le a d s  the w o r ld  w ide w ar on p overty ."  It w as a  b eau tifu l sp eech  and I have  

n e v e r  s e e n  a  m o r e  in te n se ly  in te r e s te d  aud ien ce --  caught up in  a  kind of 

fe r v o r  --  and a s  I  look ed  a t so m e in  the au d ien ce  -- o b v io u sly  p a tien ts , a tten d ed  

b y  n u r s e s ,  so m e  of them  -- I  thought of a l l  th ose who had w on or  lo s t  h e r e .

W oody' s s i s t e r ,  who b a ttled  w ith  a b r a in  tu m or, h a s  w on a  w on d erfu l 

v ic to r y  b e c a u se  o f  NIH, Bobby R u s s e l l ,  who lo s t ,

• And on the p la tfo rm , the S e v il la -S a c a s a s , w h ose  lit t le  g ir l ,  Ju lia , w as  

h avin g  co n sta n t tre a tm e n ts  h e r e  that m a y  save  h e r , I  w a s in te r e s te d  to s e e  

quite a num ber from  the D ip lom atic  C orp , s e v e r a l  A fr ica n  fa c e s .  The r e  w a s  

m u ch  d ram a in  the day.  R ight o u tsid e  the la b o ra to ry  w a lls , th ey  w e re  h e a r in g  

about the A m e r ica  that w a s  p io n eer in g  to fin d  v a c c in e s  fo r  m e a s le s ,  fo r  the j

a ttack in g  o f rh eu m a tic  h e a r t fe v e r , and a re  anxiou s to g ive to the w h ole  w o r ld  

th e se  tr e a s u r e s  that  we have  le a rn ed . So that, m a la r ia , fo r  in s ta n c e , cou ld  b e  ^^
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e r a d ic a te d  e v e r y w h e r e , ju st a s  it  h a s  b een  in  the U nited  S ta tes.

I, lik e  ev ery o n e  th e r e , m u st have o ffer ed  up one m o re  l i t t le  p r a y e r  ,̂̂ -̂̂  

fo r  a  ten  y e a r  rem is s io n  from  w a r , so  that we cou ld  apply o u r s e lv e s ,  our

w e a lth , our b r a in s , to th is  kind of b a ttle .

, ' '  )( -/(■
L o v e ly  M athilde  K rim  ("D r." K rim ), h e r s e l f  a  b io -c h e m is t  in  c a n c er

. r e s e a r c h ,  w a s w ith  u s ,  w atch in g v e r y  in te r e s te d ly .  She w ork s fo r  the

S lo a n -K etter in g  In stitu te , in  iso la tin g  a  v ir u s  that m ay produ ce a  c a n c e r .

I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  the sp e e c h , Lyndon announced the co m in g  r e t ir e m en t

, o f D r . L uth er T e r r y , a n d  sa id  he w as going to fin d  the m o st  a d v e n tu r o u s ,.

im a g in a tiv e  d o ctor  in  the cou n try  a s h is  s u c c e s s o r ,  "I don' t know  w h ere  he  

i s ,  but w e ' re  going to lo o k  for  h im ."

I le f t  Lyndon to tour the leukem ia W ards and o th e r s , then r a c e d  b a ck  

in  the c a r , to the seco n d  f lo o r , to m e e t  C lark  C lifford , and B uzz and B il l  

M o y e r s , a s  w e w ere  to  have an h o u r 's  lun ch , to p oo l our th inking and m ake  

our p la n s fo r  the ann ouncem ent o f the L yndon B a in e s  Johnson L ib r a r y , b e fo r e  

w e got to g eth er  w ith  the p r in c ip le s  o f the U n iv e r s ity  at 2 :30.

W e d e c id e d B il l  M oyers ought to announce i t  a t h is  4  o 'c lo c k  b r ie f in g . 

The n ew s w ould  be gettin g  around , we had b e tter  t e l l  it  s tra ig h t, r e le a s e  the 

tw o l e t t e r s ,  a n sw er  q u es tio n s , b e fo re  any le a k s  s ta r ted .

I w a s so  happy to h ea r  that C lark  and B il l  H eath, w ork in g  to g e th er  

had b e e n  ab le  to  fin d  D r . R an so m , on v a ca tio n  up at Cape C od, and g e t h im  

down in  a b ig  h u rry ,  a s  the w ise  b a ck -u p , r ep resen tin g  the U n iv e r s ity , ab le  

to  a n sw er  any q u estio n s  the n ew sm en  m igh t put to h im . G rea tly  r e s p e c te d
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in  the w o r ld  of ed u cation , h e ’l l  be v e r y  va lu ab le  a t  th is m eetin g .

I to ld  B il l  M o y er s , a t L iz ' s su g g e stio n , that a l l  the T ex a s  p r e s s  

be c a lle d  im m e d ia te ly  our d e c is io n  w a s m a d e, so that th ey  w ould  h ave  

p len ty  o f tim e  to g e t to the 4 o ’c lo c k  m eetin g  i f  they w anted to co m e .

B i l l  l iv e s  under the m o s t  in ten se  p r e s s u r e .  We hadn’t b e e n  th ere  

15 m in u te s  b e fo r e  he got a  rush  c a ll  f r om Lyndon t o  rep o rt a t on ce  to h is

o f f ic e .  He took  the two le t t e r s  t o  g e t them  m im eograp h ed  t o d is p e n s e  

to the P r e s s  a t 4 , p r o m ise d  to m e e t  u s  aga in , and then le f t  w ith ou t lu n ch .

C la rk  and Buzz and I had a d e lic io u s  lu n ch , in  the f ir s t  f lo o r  din ing  

ro o m .  C la rk  h a s  that m a r v e lo u s , sooth in g  a b ility , to im p a rt a  fe e lin g  o f  ’ 

o rd er  and le is u r e ,  to ev en  the m o s t  fr a n t ic  m e e t in g .   And w hen  w e  got to  

c o f fe e , w e w ent u p s ta ir s , to the w e s t  h a ll ,  and th ere  m e t B il l  H eath , D r. 

R a n so m , F ra n k  Erw in , F rank  I k a r d  and L aw son  Knott.

Thank h e a v e n s , I had the p r e se n c e  of m ind  to b eg in  our ta lk  w ith  

ju st a l i t t le  too m an y  round the room  d is c u s s io n  of

f


