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M onday, A ugust 9th
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T his w as a day of trium ph, and to B ill  Heath for having the idea  

and w orking so  im agin atively  and patien tly  on it, to Frank Erw in, to  

al l  the R egen ts, and to dear C lark C lifford , who began it  a ll for m e  

(he brought m e that b r ie fc a se  fu ll of a resu m e of a ll the p ast P r e s i -  

d en tia l L ib raries; - -  how m uch they co st to m aintain, how m any  

v is ito r s  they have, how the m oney w as ra ised  - -  for holding m y  hand 

e v er y  step  of the w ay through it  - -  I didn't sa y  quite th is , but he has)

I m ade m y thanks and Lyndon's to each  of them .

: Then we got down to saying what we thought w as the b e s t  w ay  

to handle it  for r e le a s e  at 4 o 'c lo ck  - -  both le t te r s  - -  by B il l  M oyers  

in  h is  regu lar  p r e ss  b r iefin g , a ll the T exas correspondents p resen t. 

B il l  H eath on hand to rep resen t the Board of R egen ts, D r. R ansom  

on hand to represent the University administration and I on hand just to glow . And

then, a fter  the con feren ce , if  the rep o rters  wanted to ask  m ore  

sp e c if ic  q u estion s, they could have a further go at D r. R ansom  

and B il l  H eath a lone, b ecau se a fter a ll th ere would be m any other  

m a tters  - -  V ietnam , appointm ents, the gen era l g r is t  of the m il l .

B il l  had su ggested  he would lik e  to have their w ives p resen t.

I in  one of th ose  enorm ously  confused  days had arranged for P a tsy  

D erby or B e s s  A b ell to en terta in  them  down in  the lib ra ry  w hile  

som ebody e ls e  m et and entertained the Mount Holyoke student 

in tern s, w h ile w e fin ish ed  our m eetin g .
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M onday, A ugust 9th (continued)

When they  le ft , I began the m o st h ilariou s tea  that I have ever  

b een  the h o s te s s  of in the White H ouse.  The 37 Mount Holyoke and 

C onnecticut C ollege g ir ls  w orking for free  at the H ill and in  the D e - 

partm ents and two h ere at the White H ouse, had com e for a sp e c ia l  

tour and a litt le  chat and refresh m en ts w ith m e .  I s im p ly  roped June 

E rw in and M avis H eath in  w ith them , shook hands with everybody, 

ask ed  them  about th e ir  ex p er ien ces , and then sa id , " P lea se  go on, 

m ake y o u r se lf  at hom e, and have sandw iches and drinks and lis te n  

to the C u rator,"  w hile I dashed over to B ill  M o y ers’ o ffice  w ith June 

and M avis for the 4 o 'c lo ck  p r e ss  con feren ce .

That v ery  s e lf -p o s s e s s e d  but p a le , s lim  litt le  "David" -- B il l  

M oyers -- w as standing up in front of a ll the G oliaths.  He began it  

b y b r ie fly  sum m arizing  the L ibrary statem ent, p assin g  out cop ies  

o f the two le t te r s ,  introducing D r. R ansom  and the R egen ts, and 

then in  cam e Lyndon.  F rom  then on the p ress  conference w as  

som ew hat d ivided .  Lyndon talked .  Y es, he hoped the building  

would be fin ish ed  w ithin  two y ears a fter the plans w ere  agreed  

upon.  No, that didn't m ean he w as going to get out of o ffice  as 

soon as h is  term  w as over to teach , but he hoped to return to h is 

p r o fe ss io n  som e tim e, and ca llin g  on B uzz to give a so rt of h is to r ic a l  

resu m e of what had happened to the P resid en tia l papers o f the other  
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M onday, A ugust 9th (continued)

35 P r e s id e n ts .

I w as v er y  proud of B u zz .  He is  so  steeped  in it .  The la s t  5, 

o f c o u r se , beginning w ith H oover, are  in  G overnm ent-controlled  and 

supported L ib r a r ie s .  The rest: som e in the L ibrary of C on gress, 

so m e in  old trunks and a ttics  or burned or lo s t  to h isto ry  in various  

w a y s, som e in  w ell-h an d led  private co llec tio n s such as the A dam ses —   

but that would be the A dam ses!

The p r e ss  asked  if  Lyndon had appointed anybody to coordinate  

building plans w ith the U n iv ersity  o ff ic ia ls , he sa id , "I didn't have to 

d esign ate  any. M rs . Johnson appointed h e r s e l f .”  Then he told that I 

had b een  v is it in g  P r es id e n tia l L ib ra r ies  over the country as the f ir s t  

s t e p .

■I  w as asked a question  and sa id , "My m ain d e s ir e  is  that it 

w ill b e  a liv in g  thing and w ill be of u se  to a lo t of young people in terested  

in  public s e r v ic e ,  b eca u se  that has been  the sto ry  o f m y husband's l i f e . ”   

F ro m  the ea g ern ess  w ith w hich they a ll asked questions, you would  

have thought they  had the sto ry  of the day, and I w as su rp r ised  the 

next day to s e e  r e a lly  how litt le  sp ace it  got - -  and re liev ed , too, 

b eca u se  I did not want com p arison s and I did not want the U n iv ersity  

getting flayed  for building a  m em o ria l to a m an.

When I thought that part w as o v er , I s lipped  out and at a  word
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M onday, A ugust 9th (continued)

fro m  Lyndon, I told  M avis and June that I'd c a ll them  la ter  a t the hotel 

b eca u se  w e m ight go on the r iv er  for d inner.

And then b ack  I went to m y Mount Holyoke students!  B y  th is  

tim e th ey  had reach ed  the State Dining R oom .  We went on to the lib ra ry  

and had p ic tu res  a ll togeth er, m e and the two who are w ith the White 

H ou se, and then w ith the young lady who is  coverin g  th is s to ry  for the 

p r e s s .   A rt K ow ert's daughter from  F red erick sb u rg , having a sum m er  

adventure in W ashington.  And how p lea sed  I w as to get to s e e  h er and 

thank her for the r e se a r c h  her Daddy has b een  helping us do on the  

ranch  house and Lyndon's Daddy's days as a M em ber of the T exas  

H ouse o f R ep resen ta tiv es .  I show ed the Mount Holyoke g ir ls  the 

Jacq u elin e Kennedy Garden, and fin a lly  le ft  them  in  the R ose  G arden, 

w h ere Lyndon w as sign ing a  B il l ,  no B ill  that would shake the w orld , 

but anyway an opportunity for them  to s e e  a B il l  S igning.  L ater  I 

found se v e r a l of them  got pens, w h ile I in sid e w as trying to lin e  up 

v is it in g  Texans in  town to go on the boat w ith us th is t im e .

Lyndon in  h is  im petuous, quick way turned to se v e r a l o f the 

P o stm a ste r s  - -  th is w as a B ill  concern ing them  - -  Dan Q uill, O liver  

B ruck, M r. M yers from  F lo r e sv il le ,  and sa id , "Y ou a ll go w ith us  

__) on the boat th is t im e ."   And he got som e of the staff, Yolanda and

Ginny and Jake and B u zz, and then w e m anaged to lo ca te  the Frank
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Monday, A ugust 9th (continued)

D en iu ses and the Don T hom ases and, o f co u rse , the H eaths and the E rw in s, 

and the L o rd s .  I was so so rr y  we couldn't find P o sh  O ltorf - -  they had 

a lread y  le ft  and D r. R ansom  has flown im m ed ia te ly  back  to the C ape.

I sign ed  m a il fra n tica lly  - -  m y d esk  is  p iled  h igher and h igher  

the la s t  few d a y s .  I even  signed it  in  the car w hile I w aited  for Lyndon  

to  go to the boat - -  the others had a lread y gone.

But c lo se  to 9 we w ere on the boat.  The evening w as p erfectio n , 

balm y, coo l, a m oon!  I had that great sen se  of a day w e ll u sed , a 

m ountain clim bed , an ach ievem en t m ad e.  I a lm o st fe lt  lik e  C lark  

C lifford and I had hauled ev ery  hod of cem ent it  would take to build  

the Lyndon B aines Johnson L ib rary .  I hope B il l  Heath and Frank  

Erw in r e a liz e d  how gratefu l and th r illed  I w a s .

F rank told m e about, a plan that the C ity of A ustin  has to tea r  

down a tem p orary  so r t of building that is  adjacent to the old P o sto ffice  

and m ake that a  sm a ll park - -  a spot o f green  in  the cen ter o f tow n  - -   

and nam e it  Lady B ird  Johnson P ark .  A ll but the la s t  o f that I ju st  

lo v e !  He told m e too that H om er and E lo ise  w ere  in Houston for  

H om er to go through M . D . A nderson to take te s ts  for p o ss ib le  

ca n cer .  That is  why, then, he could not com e out to jo in  us at the  

ranch about a w eek  ago - -  they had m entioned som ething about t e s t s .

■ -  ' 5  -
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M onday, A ugust 9th (continued)

Suddenly and fr ighten ingly , it is  r igh t w ith you.  I look  at June, so  

v iv a c io u s, liv in g  fu lly .  W hatever pains and ten sion s the la s t  few  

y ea rs  have brought them , sc ie n c e  and her determ ination  have certa in ly  

w renched  a v ic to ry  from  it .

Don Thom as and I had a talked about the B rick  H ouse.  He
■  ̂ - ■' .7 ■ ■ ' ■
thinks the chances are a litt le  le s s  sanguine than a few w eeks ago.

J e r r y  i s  the one who o b jec ts .  Ruth's law yer a d v ises  her to put the 

B r ic k  H ouse and a ll  of her p rop erty  back into the esta te  in  return  

for  a d efin ite  in com e.

Would I ev er  have thought a trip  down the Potom ac on a lo v e ly
 

yacht, that I  co u ld  be sa tia ted  w ith i t ? I am , a lm o st, but it  is  a

n e v e r -c e a s in g  p lea su re  to re a liz e  what a th r ill  it  is  for som ebody

lik e  O liver  B ruck  or Dan Q uill or G rogan L ord .  I know, b ecau se  I

rem em b er  the w ay I fe lt  when Jim  F o r r e sta l f ir s t  invited Lyndon

and m e about tw enty y ea rs  ago.

An ea r ly  bed seem s im p o ssib le  in our l i f e .   I am  con soled  

b eca u se  an evening lik e  th is is  genuinely r es tfu l to Lyndon.  And 

w e w ere  hom e by 12, I to s leep , he for night reading.


