s

‘ ._-_v131tors they have, how the money was ra1sed -- for hold1ng my hand
, every step of the way through 1t -- I d1dn‘t say qu1te thls, but he ha.s)

- I made my thanks and Lyndon s to each of them.

’1n h1s regular press br1ef1ng, all the Texas correspondents present,

. interns, while we finished-o_ur Ame.eting.
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 Monday, August 9th

Thls was a day of tr1umph and to B111 Heath f.or hav1ng the 1dea

_'f'and workmg S0 1mag1nat1ve1y and patlently on it, to Frank Erw1n, to R

. all the Regents, and to dear Clark Chfford who began 1t all for me

(he brought me that br1efcase full of a resume of all the pa.st Pres:.- ‘. ' i

:"»vdentlal L1brar1es -- how much they cost to mamtam, how many

Then we got down to saymg what we thought was the best way

to handle it for release at4 o0 clock -- both letters -- by B111 Moyers

B111 Heath on hand to represent the Board o:t' Regents, Dr. Ransom

- .on hand to repr_esent thé faeulty, and I on hand Just to glow . And
then; after the conference, if the reporters wanted to ask more

i speeific questions, they could have a further go at Dr. Ransom

and Bill Heath alone, because after all there would be many other - |
'rnatters --V‘Vietnam," appointments, thegeneral grist of the mﬂl.
Bill had suggested he would like to have their wives present.

I in one of those enormously, confused days .had arranged for Patsy

Derby or Bess Abell to entertain them down in the library while

v Somebody else met and entertained the Mount Holyoke student  ~ = '

1




-

- asked them abou_.t thelr experrences, and then sard, ”Please go on,
-make yourself at home, “and have sandwiches and drinks and listen
- to the Cu‘rator’, 1 While I dashed over to Bill Moyers' office with June

) and Mav1s for the 4 o'clock press conference. .
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' Monday, August 9th (continued)_

When they left, I began the most hllarlous tea that I have ever

been the hostess of in the White House. - The 37 Mount Holyoke and

.Connect:.cut College gn-ls workmg for free at the Hill and in the De-
':partments and‘two here at the Wh1te House, had come for a special

: v'tou'r and a little chat and refre'shments With'm‘e. I s:.mply roped June }

Erw1n and Mavls Heath in with them, shook hands w1th everybody,

That very self-possessed but pale, s11m httle Dav1d d Blll.
-/ .
Moyers Awas standmg up in front of all the Goliaths. He began 1t

by briefly summarizing the Library statement, passing out copies

of the two letters, V_introducing' Dr. Ransom and the Regents, and’

: then in came 'Lyndon. From then on the 'press conference was .

somewhat d1v1ded Lyndon talked. Yes, he. h0ped the bu11d1ng o
would be finished w1th1n two years after the plans were agreed

upon. No, that didn't mean he was going to get out of office as |

soon, as his term yvas over to teach but he hoped to. return to his o

' profe351on some t1me, and ca111ng on Buzz to glve a sort of h1stor1cal'




- of f-éo‘i’?se’-' beginning ;JVifh H"o‘owrer,,A ar-e.'in Gox'rernmenb—;contrel.led'and
vsuPPQi-‘féd Librar:ies_v. " The rest:, seme in tbe Librar'y of ‘cai;gr'e;s,.. ~: . L
some m oldtrunks and attlcsor .bur.n,ed or .lvest. to .hist'ordyii’n variéus

| Qays, ;some in Well;handled 'pr'i\‘rateﬁ collectmns sueh as vthe’ ’ Adaeris'g's’":-‘-.* e

'.:but that would be the Adarnses'

i o ke 0 ne e iy i
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vMonda&, August 9th {continued)

35.Pre9idents .

' Iwas very. proud of Buzz. He is so,steeped in it. The last 5,

The press asked 1£ Lyndon had appomted anybody to coord1na.te '
bu11d1ng plans w1th the Unlverslty of£1c1als, he said, "I dldn't have to - _ .;-' I

devsignate any. Mrs. Johnson appointed herself. " Then he told that I -

- had been visiting Presidential Libraries over the country as the first"

step.

7-.“‘,‘1 Was asked a question and said, ”My .main desire is that it

N wﬁl be a 11v1ng thmg and wﬂ.l be of use to a lot of young pe0p1e mterested : o

1n pubhc serv1ce, because that has been the story of my husband's 11£e "
Frorn the eagerness w‘1th whlch they all asked questrons, you would :
have thought they had the .svto_ry of the day, and I was surprised the

next d‘ay to see really how little space it got -- and relieved, too,' _

-because Idid not want comparxsons and 1 d1d not want the Un1vers1ty

| gett1ng ﬂa.yed for bu11d1ng a. memonal to a man

When I thought that part: was over, I shpped out -and at a word -




h1965'

: _}Ia.nd had plctures all together, me and the two who are w1th the Whlte
V House,» ‘and then w1th the young lady who _1s- 'C:overmg' this story for\ the Eh
: press, Art Kowert's daughter from Fredencksburg, havmg a summer =

- ‘adventure in Washmgton. And how pleased I was to get to see her and Lo

Monday, August 9th (contmued)

from Lyndon, I _‘t‘old-Mavis”a.nd June that I'd call them later at the hotel |

because we might go on the river for dinner.

- And then back I went to my Mount Holyoke students{ By this A

t1me they had rea.ched the State D1n1ng Room.. We went on to ,'the libra,ry"' |

thank her for the research her Daddy has been helpmg us do on the

ranch house and Lyndon s Daddy's days as a Member of the Texas

1
House of Representatlves. I show ed the Mount Holyoke gn‘ls the

' - J a.cquelme Kennedy Garden, and fmally left them in the Rose Garden, SR

| where Lyndon was s1gn1ng a Bill, no Blll that would shake the world

but anyway an 0pportun1ty for them to see a B111 Slgnmg Later I

kfound several of them got pens, whlle I 1ns1de was trymg to hne up

,v1s1t1ng Texans in town to go on the _boat W1th us thzs time.

Lyndon in his, impetuous; cnluick'w:ay‘ turned‘to several of the

Postmasters -- this was a Bill concerning them -- Dan ‘Quill Oliver

'Bruck ‘Mr. Myers from Floresv111e, and sa1d ”You a11 go w1th us _

on the boat th15 tlrne " And he got some of the staff Yolanda and

Glnny and Jake and Buzz, and then we ma.naged to locate the Frank R




e
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Monday, August 9th (continued) . -

Deniuses and th‘e_'Don Thomases and, of course, the Heaths and the Erwins, : :~' o

‘ and the Lords. I was so sbr:y we couldn't find Posh Oltorf -~ i:hej had.

* already left -~ and Dr. Ransofn_has flown imn’ie_diately ba.ck:tol fhefCa.p"e.

‘I signed rﬁa._il frantically -- my desk is piled highér and higher

the last,few d_a.y_s.} ,":Ive‘\}en:‘s}ighed it in tjh‘e'. car while I waited for Lyﬁdon :

to go to the boat -- the others had already gone.

But close 'to‘ 9 we were on fh'e boat.  The evening was perfection,

N baliny,"- "coo'l,"_a‘. moon. I had that great sense of a day well used, a. .

inéunté.in ‘vclimbed,‘.‘ an a.chie\lreifx.a.ent made. I almost felt 1ike,¢1aﬂg _ :
Clifford and I had hauled every hod of cement it would take to build
the Lyndon Béines vJ'oh.névo'n Library. I hope Bill Heath and Frahk
Erwi# i-ealized‘héw gra.t’gful ahd thriiled I wa.'s'.:' _ |

'bAFra;nk'tolrvi 'me é.bou;:.a plan that the. City‘of. Austiﬁ hé.s tc;'t'ear'. |
down .a.‘ témpéra?}_r 'éért of building tﬁat is adjacenf t§ tghe' old.Pos‘toffice
andma.ke that a 'srr‘ia,lll ‘pz“xrk .--  é."spot of‘ green iﬂ thev cenfgr of town. -~
and narﬁe it Lady Bird J ’ohnson Park. All but the last of that I just.
love. .He told rvne. t'oo’ that Horhé’r and Eloise were in Houston ;for'» .
Homer to go throlugh M D Aﬁdérson to take tests‘ fo:.possible'

cancer. That is why, then, he could not come out to join us at the .

~ranch about a wée:k'agb - they hadvmentio'ned something about tés_té." .




L wrenched a v1ctory from 1t. :

thinks the chances are a 11tt1e less sangume tha.n a few weeks ago.

' Jerry is the one who ohjects Ruth's la.wyer adv1ses her to put the

_yacht that I }ﬁould be sa.tla.ted W1th 1t? Iam, almost, but it is a 3
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; Suddenly and fr1ghten1ng1y, ‘it is rlght with you. I look at J’uné, §0 |
" vivacious, 11v;.ng fully Whatever pams and tensions the last few

.years"have hrought them, science and her determinatiOn haVe certainl_y

- Don Thoma.s and I had a ta.lked a.bout the Br1ck House. YI-‘Ie

-~

/

Br1ck House and a11 of her property back mto the esta.te in return o

for *a. definite- income .

Would I ever ha.ve thought a tr1p down the Potomac on a lovely

never - ceasmg pleasure to reahze what a thrill it is for somebody

11ke Oliver Bruck or Dan Qu111 or Grogan Lord I know}because I

- remember the wayl felt when Jim Forrestal first invited Lyndon

and me about twenty years ago.
. An early bed seems impossible in our life. I am consoled'_

because an e'vehing like this is gehuinely restful to Lyudon. And

we were home by 12, I to sleep, he for night reading.




