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Tuesday, August 10th

, Was not a day of shooting sta.rs.' What a dull, letharglc day for ,.

- _me, partly because I did not sleep much the nlght before. Sleep is‘an .

e lialie

- 1ncreasmg1Y Qﬂns-rue. lover Thank God 1t is not S0 for Lyndon‘

' I talked to J' ess:.e and Roy Whlte about the Iandscapmg at the

o hirthplace_ hous_eand the street trees in Johnson City a_ndy the _worl;- R

around ‘the hank;""' 'Ate a rnona.stic‘ sort of luneh - s'_erarlf.lbled egg} .

' '-‘f‘ha.lf a p1ece of toast in my room w1th Lynda I am not as stern | _

as I was yesterday w1th only a hard-b011ed egg Went to the dentrst
‘and had the doleful news that there would probably be 12 such tnps ;
, 'of an hour and a ha.lf each. | |

| And then," fc.lose' to _3, ’went doﬁvn'stairs to the Dinlonratrc
‘Re_ception ‘Pt'oom to rne_et 'Altav»ene: Spann; bringing. her Iittle step—
érandson,‘r J ohn l.i.e.ed,' toliwashingt_on for the- .'grand'tour. Inthe'
..'daysl i:nvthev Senatervhen we tried t_o g‘et. 'a"better o;rga_nization svet‘:",
up S..tate'vdide in ?"',['exas;_iw ith a Wornan leader.k_in each'county‘,i Alta‘vene.
ibha.vdi dbe.en'our vchief ﬁoman organizer and had’lspent untold hours |
workmg with Chff Carter f1nd1né a good J ohnson woman, coverrng

'at last I think, a good deal more than half of the 254 countles in

" Texas.
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' Tuesday, August 10th (continued) ]

I was anxious to add a bit of spark to her trip, so we had tea in

v'the.'.T‘ acdueline Kennedy Garden, talked about old friends. I made Asure
’ -that she h.ad ‘had a real good tour with the best 'guide,. ‘and .the‘n finaliy Iv B
A.,called“a '.White House car to take her and'.]’;ohn to their 'destination. ‘
‘ She looks happ11y marr1ed lcomfortable, st111 devoted to Lyndon, but -_ .
in the m111eu in which she moves 1s sen31t1ve, I could tell, about h1s -
', Civil Itights policies and worried lest he go too far. | Here it is August
_10th and the fn.-st t1me we dha-ve had tea in the J acéuet1ne Kennedy Garden,
: the .purpose for wh1ch it was made: for the First Lady, her frlends, |

" and her children. J'ohn had had no lunch, so I made ita large tea.

And then I spent the rest of the afternoon rather dolefully try1ng
to take a nap and fa111ng, d1ctat1ng, workmg w1th Luc1 and Barbara
Howar on her clothes. Sweet blonde Barbara,- spendmg so many hours

with Luci But one thmg about it -- Luc1 apprec1ates every moment :

‘ 'and lets everybody know 1t when they help her, 1nc1ud1ng her Mother.

And then I got a ca11 from Lyndon. "How would you 11ke to go
out on the boat with a bunch of Texas folks ?"' Dull, sleepy, in a bad -
hurnor, 1 started to say, ”No, I want to go to bed," and then I thought .

of h1s program today Senate Leadershlp Meetmg, House br1ef1ng -

~an hour and a ha.lf of the hardest th1nk1ng and exchange. Th1s has been

a week in wh1ch he has trled to te11 the whole Congress, the House '
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Tuesday, August 10th (continued)

and Senate -- he and General Taylor and McNamara and 1 belleve,

Secretary Rusk -- brmg them up to date on V1etnam And then a young '

‘o

. -Method1st Fellowshlp group from Texas --; for' dessert, I guess -
_51gn1ng a B1ll .And then a House br1ef1ng J.n‘the afternoon once ‘more.
‘It takes a lot of meetmgs to get through w1th both bod1es | And I thought, o

: "If a tr1p on the boat after a day 11ke that w0u1d rest h1m, let's have it."

He had 1nv1ted all the guests. There wa's.my owAnv Congressma_n,ﬂ .
erght Patman. I couldn't have been more‘pleased Merle, unfor-

tunately, was in Texas.. The Walter Rogerses, both of them, and Bob

Poage -- Frances was in Texas. : It dehghted me to have Bob - as 1t

d1d Ray Roberts but I only w1shed the1r w1ves could have been along.

' Ray has shpped away from us somewhat since the days that we were

so close in NYA. Year by year he has become more cons'ervatlve. |

‘-‘He has voted agamst a great deal of the leglslatmn that Lyndon is

comnutted to. He does not have a warm, 0pt1m1st1c, outgomg feehng

" toward the world in general. And yet I cannot forget the years we

vvere s0 close. And now red1str1ct1ng has put him him and Lmdley
Beckworth in the same cockp1t

The young D1ck Whltes from El Paso were there. She is a’

' distant relat1ve of Lyndon's. » And the .T ake P1ck1es The gay young '

de la Garzas. Graham Purcell w1thout Betty And from the sta:Ef
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' home and in bed by mldm.ght
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Tuesday, August 10th (continued)

- Marvin and Cliff Carter. I am always glad when Cliff is included -~ one |

of the har'destv-working ones, and we see him less 'than the rest. : And

' V.Take Jacobsén. And Beagle in charge of everythmg -- feet planted :
" f1rmly on the deck tail wa.ggmg, never far from Lyndon .

R Bob and I talked about the bald cypress on the Guadalupe Rrver.- o

,‘ It is threatened by a dam that is be1ng bu11t He told me about a stand L

of h1ckory on the north fla.nk of Enchanted Rock -- the only h1ckor1es |

: vm Texas w1th1n hundreds of mlles.;Whlch exc:.tes Bob, a most‘ unusual: -

: rnan, v_just as it does me. Where did they come from‘? And then about

the maples that grow in the canyons of the Frio and Sablnal. He has

" more odd information.
Agp— K

" And Helen Mahon told me about Lera Thomas and Albert, who

is cheek by jowl with death and_has‘been for months, with cancer, and :

is now undergoing a fearful operation in Houston. - It may, however,
give him great relief. I i_avant'to call Lera, but I will be tongue -tied

if I do.

Pretty little Mxs. de la Garza is happily settled in, they have
made their place in the ﬁelegation.: It is no longer the strong,: cohesive

%elegation that it was in the days of Lyndon and Sam Rayburn -- or is

that the fond magining of one w‘ho is now an outsider and looking back? -

At any rate, 1t was a happy, pleasant useful evenmg, and we were
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