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T uesday, A ugust 10th

Was not a day of shooting s ta r s .  What a dull, le th a rg ic  day for  

m e, p artly  b eca u se  I did not s leep  m uch the night b efo re .  S leep  is  an 

in cr ea s in g ly  e lu s iv e  lo v er .  Thank God it  is  not so for Lyndon!

I talked  to J e s s ie  and Roy White about the landscaping at the 

b irth p lace house and the s tr e e t  tr e e s  in Johnson City and the w ork  

around the bank.  A te a m on astic  so r t of lunch - -  scram b led  egg, 

h a lf a p iece  of to a st, in  m y room  with Lynda.  I am  not as stern  

a s  I w as y esterd a y  w ith only a hard -boiled  egg .  Went to the d en tist  

and had the dolefu l new s that there would probably be 12 such tr ip s  

of an hour and a h alf each .

And then, c lo se  to 3, w ent dow nstairs to the D ip lom atic  

R ecep tion  R oom  to m eet A ltavene Spann, bringing her litt le  s te p -  

grandson, John R eed, to W ashington for the grand tour.  In the  

days in the Senate when we tr ied  to get a b etter  organization  s e t  

up Statew ide in T exas, w ith a wom an lead er  in  each  county, A ltavene  

had been  our ch ie f wom an organ izer  and had spent untold hours 

w orking w ith C liff C arter finding a good Johnson wom an, coverin g  

at la s t , I think, a good deal m ore  than half of the 254 counties in  

T exas .
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T uesday, A ugust 10th (continued)

I w as anxious to add a b it of spark to her tr ip , so we had tea  in  

the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden, talked about old fr ie n d s .  I m ade su re  

that she had had a r e a l good tour w ith the b est guide, and then fin a lly  I 

ca lled  a W hite H ouse car to take her and John to th eir  d estination .

She looks happily m a rr ied , com fortab le, s t i l l  devoted to Lyndon, but 

in  the m ilie u  in  w hich she m oves is  s e n s it iv e , I could te ll,  about h is  

C iv il R ights p o lic ie s  and w orried  le s t  he go too fa r .  H ere it is  A ugust 

10th and the f ir s t  tim e w e have had tea  in the Jacqueline Kennedy G arden, 

the purpose for w hich it  w as m ade: for the F ir s t  Lady, her fr ien d s, 

and her ch ild ren .  John had had no lunch, so  I m ade it  a la rg e  te a .

And then I spent the r e s t  of the afternoon rather d o lefu lly  try ing  

to take a nap and fa ilin g , d ictating, w orking with L uci and B arbara  

Howar on her c lo th e s .  Sw eet blonde B arbara, spending so  m any hours  

w ith  L u ci.  But one thing about it  - -  L uci ap p reciates ev ery  m om ent 

and le ts  everybody know it when they help h er , including her M other.

And then I got a ca ll from  Lyndon.  "How would you lik e  to go 

out on the boat w ith a bunch of T exas folks?"  D ull, s leep y , in a bad 

hum or, I started  to say , "No, I want to go to bed," and then I thought 

of h is p rogram  today: Senate L eadersh ip  M eeting; H ouse b riefin g  - -  

^  an hour and a half of the h ard est thinking and exchange.  This has been

a w eek  in  w hich he has tr ied  to t e l l  the w hole C on gress, the H ouse
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T uesday, A ugust 10th (continued)

and Senate - -  he and G eneral T aylor and M cN am ara and, I b e lie v e ,

S e c r e ta r y  R usk - -  bring them  up to date on V ietnam .  And then a  young
t ■ -

M ethodist F e llow sh ip  group from  T exas - -  for "d e s s e r t", I gu ess  - -  

sign ing a  B ill .   And then a H ouse b riefin g  in the afternoon once m o re .  

It tak es a  lo t of m eetin g s to get through with both b o d ie s .  And I thought, 

"If a  tr ip  on the boat a fter a day lik e  that would r e s t  h im , le t 's  have it ."

He had invited  a l l  the g u ests .  There w as m y own C on gressm an , 

W right P atm an .  I couldn't have b een  m ore p lea sed .  M erle , u n for- 

tunately , w as in T e x a s .  The W alter R o g er se s , both of th em , and Bob  

P oage - -  F ra n ces  w as in  T ex a s .  It delighted  m e to have Bob, as it  

did R ay R ob erts, but I only w ished  th e ir  w ives could have b een  a long.   

R ay has slipped  aw ay from  us som ew hat s in ce  the days that w e w ere  

so  c lo se  in  NYA.  Y ear by year he has becom e m ore co n serv a tiv e .  

He has voted  aga in st a great d ea l of the leg is la tio n  that Lyndon is  

com m itted  to .  He does not have a w arm , op tim istic , outgoing fee lin g  

tow ard the w orld  in g en era l.  And yet I cannot forget the y ea rs  we 

w e r e  so  c lo s e .   And now red istr ic tin g  has put him  him  and L indley  

B eckw orth  in  the sam e cockpit.

The young D ick  W hites from  E l P a so  w ere th ere .  She is  a  

^  d istan t re la tiv e  of L yndon's.  And the Jake P ic k le s .  The gay young

de la  G a rza s.  Graham  P u r c e ll w ithout B etty .  And from  the s taff,
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M arvin and C liff C arter .  I am  alw ays glad when C liff is  included - -  one  

of the h ard est-w ork in g  o n es, and we s e e  h im  le s s  than the r e s t .   And 

Jake J a co b sen .  And B eag le  in  charge of everyth ing, - -  fee t planted  

f irm ly  on the deck, ta il  w agging, never far from  Lyndon.

Bob and I talked about the bald cy p ress  on the Guadalupe R iv er .   

It is  threatened  by a dam  that is  being b u ilt.  He to ld  m e about a stand  

of h ick ory  on the north flank of Enchanted R ock - -  the only h ick o r ies  

in T exas w ithin  hundreds of m ile s  -- w hich ex c ite s  Bob, a m o st  unusual 

m an, ju st as it  does m e .  W here did they com e from ?  And then about 

the m ap les that grow in  the canyons of the F r io  and Sabinal.  He has  

m ore odd in form ation !

And H elen  Mahon told  m e about L era Thom as and A lb ert, who  

is  ch eek  by jow l with death and has been  for m onths, w ith ca n cer , and 

is  now undergoing a fearfu l operation  in H ouston.  It m ay, how ever, 

give h im  great r e lie f .   I want to c a ll  L era , but I w ill be ton gu e-tied  

i f  I do.

P r e tty  lit t le  M rs. de la  G arza is  happily settled  in , th ey  have 

m ade th e ir  p lace  in  the d elegation .  It is  no longer the stron g , co h esiv e  

d elegation  that it w as in the days of Lyndon and Sam  Rayburn - -  or  is  

that the fond im agining of one who is  now an ou tsid er and looking back?   

At any ra te , it  w as a happy, p leasan t, u sefu l evening, and w e w ere  

hom e and in bed by m idnight.
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