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Thursday, August 12th \QWY.

Was like a campaign day I had wanted to spend at least one day

'seemg PROJECT HEADSTART in 0perat10n._ We chose New Jersey

4because it was close and I c0uld see two contrastmg prOJects, and because

it had been the f1rst State to enhst in the War on Poverty

- Helen brought me coffee a 11tt1e before 7, and that was the last

_ easy moment in the day I was up and dressed and had read my little

« : : A
cards . for speeches three or four times when we 1eft for the a1rport

at 8.
- The plane,was full of newspaper people. ‘There were the

re'gulars, Helen Thomas and Fra‘nces‘_Lewin and Muriel Dobbins, : ‘

‘and most unexpectedly,' Eugenia Sheppard, who writes'about clothes; B
I looked self—consc1ously at my coffee colored linen tr:.mmed in
white. They served a b1g breakfast of steak and scrambled eggs ‘-

- en th.e short rfde to New‘ .]'ersey I llstened fascmated to Sargent

Shriver, one of' the most 'attractive men I know ~He was talking about
their new baby, who is l1ke Santa Claus, so jolly) andAHEADSTART
bemg contmued as a year -round program. L

And then suddenly,‘ there we were in Newark With Mayor .‘

Addond1z1o and Governor and Mrs Hughes at the foot of the ramp

: Mrs Hughes was dehghtful the most outstandlng person I met all

_day. Her combfnatlon of good common sense, infectious humor,

_1__ .
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- ample.

Concrete and screechmg trucks and heav11y black populatlon, and there

o ‘are 150 ch11dren there takmg part in a progect of HEADSTART Dr. - o S

Thursday, August 12th {continued)
and lndustry made me forget'all about her meavsurements, which are -
We got in the motorcade, and Dr Kelly, who 1s the New Jersey

coordmator for all the HEADSTART pro_]ects, took us to the Cleveland

Elementary School, wh1ch is in the heart of a congested Newark slum.

o~ I B A e ] SRR

Maurice Feld the head teacher, took me through and Dr. Mlldred

Groder, wh1te-ha1red command1ng appearance, very dlgmﬁed (le N

called her ”The grandmother of a11 HEADSTART programs") was w1th .-‘ , A_ !
She is head of HEADSTART for the whole Newark area.
Two small starched and scrubbed HEADS TART chlldren, both :

Negroes, Dawn‘ Rudd and William Purdy, met me and escorted me

to their homes acrosslthe street. A big old tenement building, ‘with

~ heads projecting from every window, and the stoop newly painted, e

bright green paint,,_Some of it-rubbed off on Liz's shoes. It was
like company commg to anybody s house -~ you get ready, you spruce

up! I met Dawn's mother and W1111am s mother, who told me that

" he got along bett'er with the other children at home since he had ‘

started tol‘sch'oo'l, and that he had learned to dress himself more
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' ’I‘hursday', August 12th (continued)

~ dependably.

Back at t_he school, we \}isited two classrooms full of littlé.' '

5-year -olds, saw one little group s1tt1ng around w1de eyed on the ﬂoor

, wh11e a teacher s aide read to them, and another, a pig -taxled glrlE:e-

ot

,hgr—new—e-yélash:%-happﬂy slapplng purple pa1nt on an eas e1 lots of o

pamtmgs thumb -tacked on the Wall In one corner a make -behove :

kitchen, 11tt1e pans of ﬂour and salt and meal and ‘milk and oatmeal. .

The youngsters are learning the words for the things that are common
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in a kitchen. They are getting one balanced meal a day and medical
and dental care, inoculations, and hearing and speech tests, learning ‘

how to pay attention, to get along with others, learning‘new words, and, -

‘very importantly, goin.g. on field trips to such ordinary places as the -

o grocery store or the postoffice or the police station or the zoo, but

to rnany of 'th'_‘e’bs"e_ “c‘hﬂdren:t.hey_ .w_ere .places they had nei}er been, their l‘,
ﬁcrlé is so narrowv," arxa"in the1r 'home‘s:f_roquentlyv brok'én.'homes with_ '
only one parerﬁ or.maybe an ageci ‘grandparent an& on -reli.ei;';_th-e =
vocabullary i.s‘l.ir-nited'. Grunts, prorariity;- B B

We wound up inside by harring sort of a makeshift press conference

in the classroom, with Shriver, the Governor and the Mayor doing most

{‘of the talking; I answered such Qﬁestions as what we hoped to g'eit ouﬁ '

of this -- we, the GoVermnér_xt, .we, the people. Fewer dropouts 13
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_ are b.r'ight-looking youngsters whose lives can be changed. But I

"ernphasized over and bove’r that eight weeks is a 'drop in the bucket,

. of tax -pa.per shacks, dirt roads, not unlike Karnack 40 years ago,

- Thursday, August 12th {continued) -

~years from'now, children that would grow ﬁp with a prospect,of being

responsa,ble citizens, ta,xpayers, not tax-eaters. Some of these folks

are third- generatmn welfa.re folk :

Co Y_ou have to start somewhere to break the cycle, and this'is the .

time,_'_ the mall.ea.blevage, ‘when you can c_hange and mold. '_Ma.hy of therrx

a flash of a Iifetirne.

' ‘And then we were ehroute to Latrhberttrille, the second of the
HEADSTART pro;ects, r1d1ng frrst in the Governor s car and then o
boardmg one of the press buses, go1ng ué and down, _talkmg to
everybody, boardmg another bus, 51tt1ng by Eugen"a. She:: pard

whlle I wolfed an enormous lunch elega.ntly packed in a ba,sket

and wi_shing that it had been o_ne -fourth.this féam, particularly

since we were bouﬁtl on a.'f:o;v‘e_rty trip ehtﬂi \"vorking on‘ the ‘p'ro.ject

of tryirxg to lend'econornic, coustructi\;e he];o.to .people whé, often

oidn't have enough to eat. ' | | |
'ItAsu‘rprivsed_.me how green and rural a.ncli' pretty parts of

New Jersey were., InvLamb.ertville we went to a hill top known, E

- for mo ‘rea_son that I can understand, as The Commons. . A place




S HEADSTART"pi"oject that will make them want to come Qut. And
' Dr. Keily, Sa.rge, and ev—er‘ybody in eharge Wented _'at, all.times to
“have the parents participa.te, to meetthem} to have me meet them. : = '

I have seé_n in the back wbodvs' of East Texas or Ala.bafxla, and yet

‘of a“church I was very much struck by the quahty of the tea.cher
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Thursday, August 12th (continued)

outdoor teilets, and a general appearance of complete shiftless_ness._
We stopped at a little Mennonite church. It seems that the -
_Revverend Winger, who ie the paetor here, is one of the few folks

who has a rapport with the parents of the children who are in this

' The little‘church was as bleak and po'verty-rnstricik'en as e.ny |

it 0pened its arms to pe0p1e in need, aﬁd that * should be the way

- in charge of the HEADSTART proJect Mr ‘Patori. 'Ea.rnest excited,

devoted full of hfe, absolutely thr111ed at what was happemng to
the ch11dren in the course of the1r 8 weeks _ I met them and saw

he1r parents, and 1t was then that the 1mpa.ct of HEADSTART

r_eached me most of all.

‘Some of them are factory workers, some of them are migrant -
farm laborers who work in the truck gardens and corn fie}lds. alohg .

the_Delawa.re River and live in thé shanties and trailers here on The

Commons.
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. Thursday, August 12th (continued)

i S

I do not want to turn my America over to an 'increasi'ng generation . ”
~ as listless and dull as many of these parents looked. I hope for better

" from their children. And that is what it is all about.’

- And then we had a delightful half-hour of movies, made by Mr.:

Patori, all just as unprofessional as my own home movies, but an

‘exciting record of the field trips the children have'taken'. | Great‘ '

material' V1s1t1ng a farm, walkmg up to a cow, hav1ng their plcmc |

by the banks ofa 11tt1e pond and one 11tt1e boy fell in, f111ng 1nto the

' grocery store and gettmg the great treat of a candy bar, .and taking
a sightseeing trip on the riyer. It was impossible to keep the children-
quiet. Th'ey kept on giggling and whispering and pointing out, ”There's.‘..

' Susie, there's Jim." But best of all was the interested Quality of the.

teache'rs, the aides,"and Mr. Patori himself. These children 'were _’

‘lucky to have him.

) - Lambertville has only a 4500 population, ar‘ld this was in great |

contrast to the very urban project I had seen before.

And then, hack we were in the buses_, wavinhg at the crowds

‘ along the way, and headmg back to Morven, the Governor s Mans1on=\__
'4\1ready 75 years old at the tlme of the Decla.ratlon of Independence' -

‘ My dehghtful hostess led me mto her own room, Where she had candy
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‘ tea)

‘ been set up and several hundred New Jersey educators,' clergymen,
’ and HEADSTAR.T off1c1als had already been havmg an hour or so

. seminar on the1r problems, theixr achlevements, and how they could
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Thursday, August 12th (continue'd')‘ o

~ and fruit and a bed turned down, and I got the not'—-so—restful news that we .
: \.;vould be going.to‘Texas when I got back from New Jersey.' But it was an

‘ hour s resplte before I changed into my blue hnen (a. good idea w1th

Eugema Sheppard along that I'd p1cked a smart fresh dress for the ’

And then down to the back lawn of Morven, where a tent had L

carry forward the work of HEADS'I‘ART into the school year.

- Governor Hughes spoke, and Dr_'. Kelly, and a mother, who |

~ was a volunteer in one of the programs, the last line of whose speech L

was the most movmg One of her l1tt1e charges, who had come in
s11ent and hstless, aéd:blos somed durmg the #ue f1ve or six weeks,

reached up his hand to take hers as she was leavmg and said, "I

| 'love you w And then, very de11ghtfu1 there were two young pe0ple |

who, except for this, would have been the type to go into the Peace

Corps. A nurse told about pinning a note with a b1g safety pinon = .

, ‘all of her charges so that the Mamas and Papas, or whoever was

at home would be sure to get it when the child reached there,
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, reany told the meat of the program.
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Thursday, August 12th (continued) -

,requesting -permis.sion and an appointment to give the child a shot against

tetanus, wh00p1ng cough d1pther1a, the general routme. To her surprise,

out of the 103 notes p1nned to them, the very next day she had gotten
back more than 80 The- rest of them were .harder tovdxg out, but
fmally eyery one of them had the shot. |

| And then the 11tt1e hzgh school teacher 's a1de. sw.eet-faced
trustmg, ready to take on 11fe and sure that tt was go1ng to be better.? :

And then Dr J’ ames Murphy of Pmmeton Un1vers:.ty ] Instltute for

- Teachers of the Dlsadvantaged whe talked about h1gher educat1on 8

respons1b111ty for trammg teachers for thls sort of program.
‘ My own small speech was Just a sort of a montage of letters

I ha.ve recewed from the1r fellow workers -~ these New J’ersey

' HEADSTART peOple s fellow workers all over the country. A 11ne

//

or two -- some of the best letters from 'I‘ennessee and 'I‘exas that

1.

On the platform was Attorney General Katzenbach's Mother, l."f_

,a11 of 90 and for ‘many years an 1mportant flgure in educatmnal

c1rc1es in New Jersey

After the speeches, there was a receptmn and then tea and .

a 11tt1e walk through the garden One of the most dehghtful moments‘:-:" SN

4 of a.ll had been dr1v1ng up to the front of Morven when I ﬁrst got ‘5.'.‘7-,"’ :.[ .
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: Thnrsday,' August 12th (continu.ed)

there. And there were about 8 of the 10 Hnghes chil'dren 'awaiti‘ng me,

'some his, some hers, some 'theirs. They are quite a family My

admn'a.tion for her grew momently We talked in the car about the

need :Eor raising the_ level of dignity“and prestige of pe0p1e whorwen‘t v

" into service work, maids or gardeners or housekeepers. This un-

realistic emph_a'sis on the desirabilify of white collar Work, professional

: work, is a disservice we' hs,_ve given ourselves‘ someWhere a,iong the
‘line. All of us _who run a hoxis ehold don't :.Ee'el"'a.n‘y' the Ies's digniﬁed
 for the sooking anci cleaning we have done. |

: And then in the phlan,e‘with a. restorative orink, and Bob Thom‘pson
‘of The Los Angeles Times by my"side for an int'er‘viein, which tnrned o

- out to be rather painless. And very soon I was back on the White o ) R

House lawn, with word th‘at"we really were going to Texas, bui:'I_ :

had a rather l_engthy interim in which to sign mail and make phone .

‘, calls, snd then we 'oh0ppered out to Andrews and I ‘was joine'd hy

’Lyndon, who ha.d had a da.y that put my. 11tt1e act1v1t1es to shame - : '

for the brams and energy they required

His ha.d included everything from a’ c'eremon'y making Herbert

‘ Hoover s b1rthp1a.ce an historica.l site, attended by all of the Hoover

»ia.mﬂy, the sW earing—-in of Ca.bot Lodge, a fiscal talk w1th Henry

Fowler, 1nterv1ew with Ed Morga.n,' old friend Sa.m Gilstrup back

v‘_. .
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Thursday, August 12th (continuéd)

from 'Méla,wi, where he wa.é Ambassa._do'ir.,' a-_md:‘then diinner}on‘L thé_’SEQUOIA‘
 with 35 Ambass“ad.ors_ fx;oxti coﬁnt;:ies _sca.tter_eu':rl‘ around the v'vor‘ld,‘ a thﬁ:eé i
. aﬁd a half hour ses sion 1n which he taiked to groups, moving ffom o;le' :
‘part of the b_oa.f ;nh_ere"th'eré were 5 or 6 on up to a.i_mthef, | qovefing
the »crbowd in_.asv‘peréozilai a. any as péssible ﬁut hé arriw;ed.jﬁ'l)iiaﬁt,
_a.lmost. refié_;hed by _gétiﬁty. | |
1 .trie_d. to sleei:, ‘b.ut'i.t had been i:oo exéiting' a da&. 'i'he néw
Cbrm;’né.nd_._er at Bergstrém_ met us and w_é fvere aboard the..Jétst‘a‘.r .fob'.‘r‘

the ranch and in bed by 12 o'clock Central time, 2 o'clock for me.

IR ST S R Y,




