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F r id a y ,  A u g u st 13th .

M y a m b itio n  is  to  s le e p  u n til  te n  o 'c lo c k , and  th e  h a r d e s t  w ay  to  

ac h ie v e  i t  is  to  go to  bed  a t  2 .   I w as w ide aw ake b e fo re  7, and  so  w as 

L yndon . We d e s p a ire d  of going b a c k  to  s le e p , so  pu t on o u r b a th in g  

s u its  an d  w en t ou t by  th e  p o o l. T he m im o sa  is  b loom ing  ag a in  and  th e  

law n  is  lu sh  and  g re e n . We have had  o v e r an  in ch  of r a in  s in c e  w e w e re  

h e r e  l a s t .

I  f e l t  d u ll and  w e a ry , u n ab le  to  go b a c k  to  s le e p  and  n o t fu ll 

enough of s p a rk  to  go to  w ork , so  I lounged  in  the  sun  an d  goofed off, 

a s  L u c i w ould say , re a d in g  a  book  c a lle d  T he G ro u p , by  M a rg a re t  

M c G ro ry .  T h e re  a r e  b e t te r  u s e s  fo r  m y  tim e  th a n  i t .

J a m e s  cam e  hom e f ro m  h is  v a c a tio n  to  tak e  ch a rg e  w h ile  we 

w e re  th e r e ,  and , to  m y  d e lig h t, Lyndon m e t h im  im m e d ia te ly  w ith  

th e  w o rd , "W hat a r e  you doing h e r e ,  J a m e s  - -  you g e t on  b a c k  w h e re  

you w e re  - -  y o u 're  su p p o sed  to  b e  hav ing  a  good t im e , tak in g  a  v a c a t io n ."    

I  w ould  hav e  a rg u e d  to  a ch iev e  th a t, b u t I d id n 't  have to  open  m y  m o u th .  

I  cou ld  have hugged  L yndon . I w onder w hen I s h a ll  see  h im  so  w e a ry  

t ha t  he w ill w an t to  l ie  a ro u n d  - - no t in  a  long t im e .

A . W . is  in  W ash ing ton  and  M a ria lle n  in  E u ro p e , o f a l l  p la c e s !

So Lyndon goes a ro u n d  w ith  J e s s e  K e lla m  and w ith  th e  s ta f f, an d  I . 

s p e n t th e  a f te rn o o n  in  b ed .
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F r id a y ,  A u g u st 13th (continued)

A bout 5 I c am e  to  and  d ro v e  a ro u n d  w ith  P a t  to  s e e  how th e  

law n s w e re  com ing , th e  c e m e te ry , th e  old S am  Jo h n so n  h o u se . We 

m a d e  d e c is io n s  ab o u t F a l l  f lo w e rs  to  be  o rd e re d , a  p e c an  t r e e  to  be  

c u t dow n, m o re  y u cca  to  be  p u t o u t. The one w e p r e s um e d  d ead  is  

o nce m o re  g re e n  on to p .

And th e n  I  d ro v e  on in  a lo n e  to  th e  boyhood h o m e . I t  w as  p a s t  

c lo s in g  t im e , and  I h ad  phoned J e s s i e  th a t  I w ould p ic k  h e r  up and  

ta k e  h e r  to  jo in  Lyndon a t  th e  H ayw ood. We w alk ed  o v e r  e v e ry  s te p  

o f th e  y a rd . It is  so  b e a u tifu lly  k ep t th a t  i t  is  a  m o c k e ry  fo r  th e  

s h o r t  h o u rs  and  c u r ta i le d  w o rk  th a t w e a r e  a b le  to  g ive th e  ra n c h h o u se  

g ro u n d s  o r  th e  g u e s t house  o r  th e  old  S am  Jo h n so n  p la c e . J e s s i e  

w as fu ll  of a n e cd o te s  th a t  th e  h o s te s s e s  te l l  ab o u t L y n d o n 's  youth , 

h is  g ro w in g -u p  t im e s ,  and  how th e i r  hu sb an d s o r  b r o th e r s  d id  th is  

and  th a t  w ith  h im . T h e se  th e y  te l l  to  th e  g u e s ts .

We fo re c a s te d  th e  fu tu re  o f th e  h o u se . We know th a t  th is  

w o n d erfu l, g e n e ro u s  o u tp o u rin g  of t im e  f r e e  canno t go on f o r e v e r .

W e m u s t  e x p re s s  o u r  a p p re c ia tio n  so m e tim e  th is  F a l l  w ith  a  te a  

an d  m a y b e  a  p l a q u e  o r  so m e p re s e n ta t io n  fo r  th o se  who h av e  g iven  

th e  m o s t h o u r s .  And th en , so m e  tim e  in  th e  fu tu re  - -  p e rh a p s  i t  

w ill  b e  a s  long  f ro m  now a s  n ex t A p r i l  - -  we m u s t m an ag e  to  h i r e
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F r id a y ,  A u g u st 13th (continued)

a n o th e r  p e r s o n  o r  two to  lig h te n  th e  lo ad .

A nd th en , ju s t  a s  tw ilig h t w as se ttin g  in , J e s s ie  and I d ro v e  o v e r  

to  th e  H ayw ood. F o r  m e  to  d r iv e ,  e s p e c ia lly  on lo n e ly  T ex as  ro a d s ,  is  

r e s t f u l  b a lm . On th e  ta lk in g  m a c h in e  we found th a t  Lyndon and  h is  g ro u p  

w e re ,  of a l l  p la c e s ,  in  th e  U rs c h e ll  h o u se  on the  b lu ff! W ould w e co m e  

jo in  th e m  - -  o f c o u rs e  w e w ould . A S e c re t  S e rv ic e  b o a t p ick ed  us up 

an d  w e flew  d o w n  th e  L lan o  to  th e  con fluence  of th e  L o w er C o lo rad o , . 

a n d  in  ab o u t 15 m in u te s  w e re  a t  th e  dock  of th e  ho u se  w e had  s e e n  and  

ta lk e d  ab o u t so  m an y  t im e s .  A s i f  i t  g row s out of the c liff , a  p e r fe c t

m a r r ia g e  w ith  th e  t e r r a in ,  th e  m o s t  lo rd ly  view an y w h ere  on. th e  r i v e r .

O u r h o s t, w ho m e t u s  a t  the  d o ck , was C h a r le s  U rs c h e ll ,  so n  o f a  v e ry  

w ea lth y  m a n  who w as k idnapped  so m e  y e a r s  ago and h e ld  fo r  ra n s o m , 

bound and  b lin d fo ld ed , in  a  lo n e ly  d e s e r t  h u t. I t  w as q u ite  a  n e w sp a p e r  

s to r y .  H e w as r e s c u e d  a f te r  the  r a n s o m  w as p a id , and  he  h e lp ed  

lo c a te  th e  p la c e  w h e re  h e  w as h e ld  b y  so m e n o ta tio n  he had made of th e  e x a c t 

t im e s  th a t  he h ad  h e a rd  a.n a irp la n e  going o v e r  ab o v e .

H is  son , C h a r le s  U rs c h e ll ,  w as a  c h a rm in g  m an  - -  I w ould b e t  a  q u ite  

c o n s e rv a tiv e  R ep u b lican  - -  a  b i t  r e t i r in g ,  b u t  a n  in te re s t in g  c o n v e r s a - 

t io n a l is t ,  and  a  m a n  of m an y  f a c e ts .
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F r iday , A ugust 13th (continued)

He show ed m e  a ro u n d  o v e r  th e  h o u se , n o t so  la rg e  a s  i t  a p p e a r s  

f r om  th e  la k e . S u p erb  v is ta s ,  a  s m a ll  sw im m ing  poo l, and  a  fu n ic u la r  

th a t  d e sc e n d s  th e  s tra ig h t-d o w n  c lif f  lik e  a  fly  c raw lin g  up o r  dow n th e  

\wa l l .   A s tro n g  r e in  on any  g u e s t who s ta r te d  to  tak e  th a t  se c o n d  d r in k ,

I shou ld  th in k l

Lyndon had  in v ited  M r. U rs c h e l l  and  h is  b u s in e s s  p a r tn e r  to  i

r e tu r n  w ith  us to  th e  Haywood fo r  f r ie d  f ish , and  w e w en t b a c k  in  th e  . ;

. d a rk  w ith  a  fu ll r e d  m oon and Lyndon a t  th e  w h ee l. I

B e c a u se  I had  en joyed  M r. U rs c h e ll ,  l i s t en ing  to  h is  w a r  ■

e x p e r ie n c e s  and  h is  b u s in e s s  e x p e r ie n c e s  a s  w e had  a  d r in k  ou t on  ‘

th e  p a tio  b e fo re  d in n e r , I s e a te d  h im  a t  L y n d o n 's  ta b le  w hen  w e 

lo ad ed  o u r f i r s t  p la te s  w ith  f r ie d  f ish , and  I a sk ed  h is  b u s in e s s  

p a r tn e r  and  J a c k  V a len ti and  J e s s e  to  s i t  w ith  m e .  W hat en su ed  

w as an  even ing  I  s h a ll  long  r e m e m b e r .  I t  m ad e  m e  w o n d er how 

Lyndon h a s  su rv iv e d  in  T exas p o li t ic s !  W hat a  t ig h tro p e  he h a s  

w alked , and  i t  is  a  m ir a c le  th a t  he h as  b e e n  ab le  to  a ch ie v e  N a tio n a l 

le a d e r s h ip  in  a  S ta te  w h e re  a  v e r y  a r t ic u la te  p a r t  of th e  c o n s titu e n c y  

is  a s  r ig id ly  c o n s e rv a tiv e , a s  b i t te r ly  op in io n a ted , a s  M r. U r s c h e l l 's  

b u s in e s s  p a r tn e r .

We ta lk e d  ab o u t C uba. He w an ted  to  know w h e re  Che G u e v a ra  ^

w as  and  w hy .d idn’t  we sen d  som ebody  o v e r  f ro m  th e  L a v e n d a r  G ang 
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F r id a y , A u g u st 13th (con tin u ed )

in  C h ica g o  o r  D e tr o it  - - a  gunm an, I su p p o se  - - t o  tak e  c a r e  o f  h im , to  

''ta k e  c a r e  o f  a l l  o f th o s e  guys^

H e 'I'-lked ab ou t w h e r e  it  w a s  a l l  go in g  to  le a d  to  - -  th e  h e lp  w e  

w e r e  g iv in g  to  th is  p a r t  o f  th e  w o r ld  and th a t p a r t, V ie tn a m , T h a ila n d , 

A ll  T h o se  L a t in -A m e r ic a n  C o u n tr ie s . A re  w e  g o in g  to  b e th e  m ilk -c o w  

fo r  th e  w o r ld

H e s e e m e d  to  h a v e  a p a r t ic u la r  d is l ik e  fo r  th e  C a th o lic  c o u n tr ie s  

e s p e c ia l ly  th e  L a tin  A m e r ic a n  c o u n tr ie s ,  w ho go o n  and on  b r e e d in g  

m o r e  c h ild r e n . H e r e  w e  got o ff on P la n n ed  P a r e n th o o d . H is  w ife  i s  

v e r y  in t e r e s t e d  in  i t .  And th e r e , a t le a s t ,  I cou ld  in te r je c t  a  w o rd  o f  

a p p r o v a l.

J a c k  had ju s t  r e tu r n e d  fr o m  B r a z i l  and had b e e n  t e l l in g  su c h  

in t e r e s t in g  s t o r ie s  o f  th e  fab u lou s new c a p ita l ,  B r a z i l ia ,  s o m e  o f  

th e  le a d e r s h ip ,  w h ic h  h e th in k s is  to p -n o tc h , and o f  th e  u n b e lie v e a b le  

c o n tr a s t  o f  p o v e r ty  in  th e  b a r r io s ,  the s te n c h  and sq u a lo r  and  h o p e -

l e s s n e s s .  O ur d in n er  p a r tn e r  to o k  a d im  v iew  o f a l l  a id  to  su c h  

p e o p le .  And a t th e s a m e  t im e  I k ep t n o tin g  u n e a s i ly  that he a lw a y s  

r e f e r r e d  to  L yn d on  a s  "T he B ig  M an" o r  "T he B o s s ."  J a c k  - -  s u a v e ,  

g e n t le ,  s o p h is t ic a te d  J a c k  - -  f in a lly  to o k  u m b r a g e , th e  f i r s t  t im e  I 

h a v e  e v e r  n o t ic e d  h im  do s o ,  a t th e  r e p e a te d  r e f e r e n c e s  to  th e  

C a th o lic  C h u rch , and th e  c o n v e r s a t io n  sh ed  m o r e  h ea t than  l ig h t .
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F r id a y , A u g u st 13th  (con tin u ed )

A t m y  s id e ,  J e s s e  s a t  in  dour s i l e n c e .  And the n e x t  m o rn in g , a s  w e  

r e c a p p e d  th e  e v e n in g , he sa id : "If I had had to  w o r k  a s  h a rd  to  m a k e  

m y  m o n e y  tlia t h e  d id . I'd  w ant to  h o ld  onto it  t o o . '' O ur d in n er  p a r tn e r  

had  m a r r ie d  th e  d a u g h ter  o f  a v e r y  w e a lth y  m a n !

W e c h o p p ered  h o m e so o n  a f te r  d in n er  and w e r e  in  b ed  b y  1 1 :3 0 . 

A n u n u s u a lly  q u ie t  and r e s t fu l  d ay  in  m y  l i f e .  B ut I am  fin d in g  th at  

a f te r  on e  l ik e  T h u r sd a y  i t  ta k e s  m e  a d ay  o r  so  to  c a tc h  u p . P h y s ic a l  

e x e r c i s e  i s  a c tu a lly  a  r e s t o r a t iv e .  I e x c u s e d  m y s e l f  fr o m  o u r  v ig o r o u s  

d in n e r  c o n v e r s a t io n , tr ip p e d  o ff  dow n to  th e  r iv e r  bank, q u ic k ly  ch a n g ed
I

and ju m p ed  in , and th e  b la c k  n ig h t and in  the v e lv e t  w a te r  I sw a m  a c r o s s  

to  th e  d o c k  on th e  o th e r  s id e ,  to u ch ed  it  and  r e tu r n e d , f lo a t in g , lo o k in g  

up a t  th e  s t a r s  and th e  d a rk  o u tlin e  o f  P a c k  S ad d le  M ounta in , and  

f e e l in g  m o r e  a t one w ith  l i f e  than  a t an y  p a r t o f th e  d ay . A  lo n g  sw im  

r e m in d s  m e  th a t I a m  s t i l l  p h y s ic a l ly  s tr o n g , a t h o m e w ith  m y  

e n v ir o n m e n t , and f a ir ly  good  a t s o m e th in g .
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