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Where has the surnrner gone ~- the lovely, -golden summer'? Iv{'y _ (°l7~:7 f(:\

‘ 11e -1n-the —hamxnock tlrne, my read—a-mystery-book time ? Here suddenly
August is more than half 'over,- and the _list_ is long of things that I have‘ '
meant to do," headed by‘rest and learn to water ski, those not crossed o

off.

( 7 . _ ‘Wie reached the White,House about 71': 15 in the ‘morning,v "eo"it :

z : . was a short n1ght, and I woke. ub eariy and worked w1th Liz before I.

i _‘ ~had a meet1ng with La.rry O'Brlen and Mlke Manatos and Paul Southw 1g,£

- "\ . ma.»nd I-.;z, to talk ab&o—ntshow the B.ea;trtreat1on'3111e were farn:g rn the h ol
.House and Senate There-are four of them, a11 relat1ng to h1gh\‘nays’.' 7
Oneof them is a goner, so everybody agrees, the one a.bout scemc |

- | }‘ 'roads or roade to historic eites The others, about b111boa.rds and

- , Junk yards and 3% of the money allocated for plantmg along ;mterstate : .
h1ghwaye, have :a. better ohance, v-but are laggard, late in th_e surnme'r, e
have no ardent char:npion,; and are being consn.rned by the{argnrnent‘s;'._ -
about‘\vnhere do'ev.s.ithe rnoney .corne frorn -- whether_‘frorn” the hlghway
trust fimd, .which is an'inviolate sort of‘ sacred cow to_ the Congrese_e -
men, or from the general budget --. and Lyndon is standmg in front
of 1t like Horat1us at the Brldge, not wantlng the budget to be ra1sed

any more than he can pos 31_b1y prevent. Find the mone’y‘anywhereA =

else,
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Tuesday, August' 17th (continued)

Larry a.n-dr Mike su'ggested a rneetihg here at the Whi.te_H:o-vus‘e "
- of thev heads o'f- the Sehate bCox_nrn'i.ttee and'the House Covmm'ittee_ that -
- are 're‘po_rti_ng 6ht the Bille, 'hatfihg the hearings'j“on them, ‘tea with T
their wives to thank them for any’chi.ng‘tha't they _couid irt their best .
judgrnent do ahout them. I readily.agreed and said let's set it up
for tomorrow,. Weahesday, "‘”sronas to catch thosevmern.ber-s ef the o . e e
T to T Club Tuesday to Thursday How we used to laugh when
we were in theSenate at pe0ple who- went away for weekends L e
: Th{ireday afternooh and came Back Monday afternooh!' And this
sunurxer 1 ean think of a time er two‘_when a very hard-worhing'
Presitlent has done it, ‘but‘he has also taken his Workv ﬁvith him,
and packed more into thos'e‘ three tlays -than any human ought t.o.. o
After an hour and a half of talkmg w1th Larry and M1ke,~ ,j ,'
it wa$ a rather d;sxhaylng conclusion that there had been‘ much
‘talk in the coantry _ahd ih the paioers ahd hot mﬁch_aetion oh" the.
Hill en the beautification prei:)esal, and we must tryvat 1east to
get thena conmderedt before the“mad rueh to leave,' the .late —August
fever, set in. Prospect‘s not good but we'll try Aiter all, 11:
‘took 20 srears _for Medlcare.

~ Then I had a look at Lynda Bird's new clothes. She takes:

to heart too much this idea of ‘econ'omy. HOW. odd for a parent to -
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_'Tuesday, August 17th (continued)

say that!A And qulte the ooposi‘teis true of Luci.

I had lunch with Bess 1n my room,‘ 'sandwivch and sal_‘ad..‘ Then, _‘
'afte_r the beauty parlor with rny'old friend Per‘ again, a'dellclous Ahour's
- nap. And_then before my dateﬂvwith IvWalter Reuther, I got a hurried
call frornLuci. Oh couldn't I please corne -- no, later Wouldn't
do --‘Just NOW -- it will only be a mmute.‘ I just HAD to. So I
, _went .v‘_ups.ta1rs to.see her,' and there was Luci in‘-A.shton's'_:_office,

a sight_'I shall neyer forget, ma little girl dress, m1ddy blouse:_ '

‘and yery short skirt, freckles.painted across her nose, two'frontl‘ N -

~ teeth blacked out an upturned sailor hat with a bobbmg da1sy on L

the top of it, standmg knock-kneed and plgeon—toed with a b1g 81‘1n L

on, hold1ng onto a great.boy whose trousers were rolled up to his .
knees so that they looked 11ke kn1ckers ,who had ona s1lly hat and ‘ 5 |
a sillier gr1n and was . clutch1ng a. 10111p0p that welghed about 25 3

' pOunds I forgot to ment1on LuC1 had a rag doll in her hand =

"Oh, Mama, I Just had a l1ttle time to goof off so we thought

we'd do somethlng funny ”v She s brought laughter and sparkle ‘Was -

 there ever a gayer little girl in the White Ho'use’?

- And then back to the Truman Balcony to meet Walter Reuther. -

- We had 1ced tea and I 11stened to h1m mostly I had Wanted to. ta.lk

to h1m about beaut1f1cat1on. I had wanted to enhst hls own axd as a. :
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~ Tuesday, August 17th (continued)

powerful léader in helpiné 'getting thevBills.passed an_a his cdnéidez;ation, '. | . ..
in case his Autor,_Wo:.A'kers eve-r"‘w;anted to lé-a.%}e a fcéofpri’nf invtheir‘
. »Natio‘n‘s Cépifai', o£ a doné.tién t‘o4 the ézhe.l'ry ‘tree. broigfa.th thzﬁ: we
have. : | |

Well, it ended by him doing all the talking. And he was delightful.

He told me abdut how ‘he and his children and his neighbors had had tfxeii- _.' V

own anti-pollution crusade on the little creek that ran behind his house. =

The&v had sPenf three Satuifdays cleaning 1t out, ge’ttiﬁg éverﬁhihg .from i
‘a tin can to an old refrigerator out of it, putting in retainer logs on the
ba-nk, plénting grass to prevent érc;sioAn, andv sc;')m;'\;v'illows and sh:ui)s
h'ezv'e‘>a.nd ’the:;e.,v |

| He told me what c':onc_li:ti‘on thé ﬁnicﬁi w.asv in »wh‘e1-1 he had fxrst
| t.a,ker1' it over an& the first e#:ecutive comfgittee that he'd hé;d to deal
with,. or s'or:nev such 6¥gani-zati§n, \ﬁll.ich was he.an.vijly lo'adedev'i_t‘hv
Conimunists, a’.jnd how he'd cofﬁbattéd thém.v o

Hevtola me abogt seffir;g up a»soft‘ofrextravlabc;r ;:)r"ga_.niz'a'tion,
a sort of Supﬁemg Coi:_u:t t(; pass on their éontroversies. The merxiﬁers
had no felation to-labor, théy Wéré educé.tors, professional people,
miﬁiste:s -- appare-ntlybthey sor}t»of"actgdbvabs a 5rake. on the actioﬂ;. |

of,blal‘)_or p»eople;-fw»ho knew that »tbhevy might‘bbebvrevie.we_d,by the pubhc, o
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_ Tuesday, August 17th {continued)

' Most 1nterest1ng1y, he told me a.bout what he thought the new :
role of labor would be now tha.t la.bor has won so of the thmgs
they _had 'battled for'.'; He thought they should now use their inﬂuenée.
and their power for'things that did not relate only to their own con-
» stituency -- things like beai;tification, medical research, b_etter ;
community planning. -A most delightful man. He uses the 'phrase,
The _Giéat Society withOut self-consciousness and with the Vsort of

enthus:.asm tha.t makes you thmk 1t is w1th1n the reach of Aznerlca‘i

" The net of our hour and a half long conversation, besides a

lot of pleasure for me, was word that he would help oh 'g'etting across

to any rhembers of the Comx;nittee who might care what lab:or..thoxight‘,'
their h0pe_.§ in fa.vorl of thé b_eautifiéé,tioh legié,latioh_,' _énci tha,t he ;
" woultl th1nk é.bout" a dort'a.tion tothe National "Capita,.l, and he w»a.htedb '
me té t'hink about ‘beihg chai:ménAof an art pr.o>jve.ct}.
I ‘invited Ahnt E..llenv to: t:'ome _6ut .on.-the pofch,to meet h1m
I almost ﬁondéréd_ if she vth‘ought rshe was going to meet somebody _4
~ with hérhs' and a ta.ii. He left ﬁﬁst as Vthe cars wer.e driving up for
Lyndoh's étag dinner for businessme‘niand Ia.bor lea.ders ;- one ofv

those talk and write dinners that cut across the wh‘olleivspectrum of

our business world and labor.
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Tuesday, August 17th (continued) vv

It had been ra_ buey d;a_y for Lirndbon. ‘The Cengre:ssienai Lee,detel;ip o
.breakfest. And ttleﬁ»the feui'tH eﬁnivereefy celeb‘rati_on of the Aliie.nce'i
:Eo;:' 'Px:'oéress,v vs}hich» hed been ihthe'East Roton.'x. ‘He se1.1t me v:verd' te
join him if I ceuld. “That I had to"'f‘orego.b.e'caus e'. 1 was witfi Lafry; et

Andtheni a >series of off—the 4recor<i things, ‘and this stag
d1nner I w'ender if thefe 1.1aye been many Presidents v§ho ha\;e‘._t'ried
te exb-].er.e- so vigerqusi'y the Afeelirtg‘s of the people they tt}t_to. leaa.?_'y'._

“He '"’i’s;’ a. s ear chmg’, de'te rmmed; “Hopeful me,n;";a;niii;'aT he\}et‘ -eﬁdi‘g g S g
,surprise to me. | -

| Aunt Ellen end I had a iittle .visit. Hel‘:: ‘daye.:have been well

p’la.ﬁned a.rtd 'c‘arrietl out ‘:by Patsy. A tour of ‘the {)Vhite Heuse. . _Some
relatives in fer _lunch Wi‘th..her 'onb the third floor. .She is going to |

. the Smithsohian and the .National Gallery. | Petey is being invelua't)le '

~on rﬁaking thts a red-letter trip for her. A.nd of course I .atm'seeing

» tﬁat she visits borothy Terr‘iteband tloes some tapes about h“er
memoriee .of my Fe.ther, my childtle_od, aﬁythihg the,t milg.ht"‘be
Pertinertt. - - R |

I had expected to have a quiet dinnef on the balcony w'ith

herr atrrlvaa_tsy_. | :But. Malr;} I.Cl.len-Mvonroney ha.d celled me -- s’he‘_,s _ 7
hav1ng a d1nner inilrrerA: 10ve1yback ya.rd The prospectwas too >

inviting. 1 asked Aunt Ellen to please excuse me, and \_gith If)fndon ,
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Tuesday, 'August 17th (continued)

_having a stag 'dinner this wa{s my one opportunity to .go_out.‘ ‘H‘ow Ido
rni.svs'...g.oing out -- not h‘avibng" tohother a.hout vs‘eating peonie _end hav1ng
to te‘11 'sornebody.tornorrow that theroast Sneé not 'good and let's : '_ | ‘ PR : "
. serve.the bread hotter.. ,Mé.ry Ellen's is one of my faﬂvorite,places i
in tognto go. |
The Stu Syrningtons Were there. ‘Mar‘ie-Harri;rna'.n ‘W.i:thout’, .
. A\terel‘l -- I do not know where. in thls wtde vt;orld he is. Ci’ark :‘

W-ithout Marny; 3 T—he Paul Nitzes. : Cee.c-y Caruso and her husband S

We had cockta1ls out51de and then dinner by candlehght in the pat1o

by the ‘sw1mm1ng pool Ma.ry Ellen has the most beautlful 11ght1ng =

I wish I could glve Lyndon for a b1rthday present Just such a settmg
~in tha.t sweet 11tt1e brick patlo at the Haywood w1th 1ts s1mp1e -
overhanglng bulb gatherlng all the insects.

It was a ga_y, ’sophlstlcated,’ talka.trve group, . Not as young

as some of Lyndon's gatherings are, but just my cup of tea. "Ivsat'_‘

close to Marie Harriman and enjoyed hearing her talk about when

she was an art dea.'ler', the astounding'prioes. of .painting-s.A She

had known Mary Lasker many years a.go There is Asbmething

very generous and outgoing abOut her. I ha.d not really known the o

Harrlmans well, and th1s yea,r I feel I am gettlng to ‘1 11ke hu-n

- 7 _ .
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Tuesday, August 17th (continﬁed)

simply because.-he manages to remain so very vigorous and handsome in

his 70's.

_.I.had meant to.lea..v'e at 10,' but it _wa‘s too much fun. It was 11 '

‘before Icould tear myself away, and Lyndon was upstairs picking up

nuggets of information about the dinner from Marvin and Jack. )




