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W ednesday , A ugust 18th

W as a  q u ie t s u m m e r  s o r t  of d ay . G lo rio u s ly , I  -woke up a t  9:30, 

th e  l a t e s t  I have s le p t  in. a g e s , in  L y n d o n 's  b ig  c o m fo rta b le  b e d .

I sp e n t abou t two h o u rs  -with the  d e n tis t  in  the  m o rn in g , and  

th e n  had  lu n ch  w ith  L iz  - -  h a rd -b o ile d  egg --^ au to g rap h ed  a  s ta c k  

o f b o o k s , A M o re  B e a u tifu l A m e r ic a , -which L a u ra n c e  R o c k e fe lle r  

had  g iven  u s , one fo r  a l l  o f o u r ch ie f  d o n o rs . T h is  h as  b e e n  one o f 

m a n y  jo b s  ly in g  p ile d  up w aitin g  fo r  m e .

The ho u se  is  bouncing  w ith  young p e o p le . L ynda had  b ro u g h t, 

b a c k  B e th  Jen k in s  w ith  h e r  and  M a ry  E lle n  T r im m e ll .  B e tty  B e a le  

had  b e en  re tu rn in g  f ro m  so m ew h ere  up E a s t  and  had  sto p p ed  b y  fo r  

th e  n ig h t, b r in g in g  a  boy f r ie n d , P e te .  And P a t  N ugent i s  o v e r  a l l  

th e  t im e .  T he house  is  fu ll, and  L u c i is  happy .

And A unt E lle n  so  th r i l le d  w ith  th em  a ll!

A t fo u r  o 'c lo c k  M rs .  S e v il la -S a c a sa  cam e fo r  te a ,  and  

V irg in ia  R u sk , and  B e s s .  I w an ted  to  acq u a in t L il l ia n  S e v il la -  

S a c a s a  w ith  m y  p lan  to  in v ite  th e  new D ip lo m atic  w ives in  g ro u p s  

of five  o r  ten , th o se  who had  com e to  th is  c o u n try  s in c e  th e  b ig  

p a r ty  fo r  the d ip lo m a ts  M ay 5th, o v e r  fo r  a  q u ie t cup of te a  and  

p e rh a p s  a  s t r o l l  th ro u g h  the  H ouse - -  a  chance to  m e e t th em  

in fo rm a lly  and  m ak e  th em  fe e l  m o re  w elco m e and  m o re  a  p a r t
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W ednesday , A ugust 18th (continued)

o f W ash in g to n ’s l i f e .  She w as qu ick  to sa y  she  w ould h e lp  m e  b y  giving 

m e  in fo rm a tio n  abou t th e m , b e c a u se  each  of th e m  is  su p p o sed  to  c a ll 

on  h e r  a s  soon  a s  th ey  p re s e n t  th e i r  c r e d e n tia ls ,  and  she re sp o n d e d  

b y  w an ting  to  have a  te a  fo r  m e to  w hich  she w ould in v ite  th e  w ives 

o f a l l  th e  117 o r  so. c o u n tr ie s . . T h a t w ould be good, th a t w ould be 

f in e , if  i t  d id  n o t open th e  f lo o d g a tes  fo r  in v ita tio n s  f ro m  m an y  

c o u n tr ie s .  P e rh a p s  be in g  the  w ife of th e  D ean  w ould s e t  i t  a p a r t ’

■as b e in g  d if fe re n t .  '  ̂ '
■ . . ' ■ - a  ' ’ '

S h e 's  a  m o s t e x tr a o rd in a ry  w om an, v e ry  ou tspoken , h i la r io u s ly  

funny, and  q u ite  b e a u tifu l if  s h e 'd  on ly  lo se  a  s iz a b le  n u m b e r o f p o u n d s. 

She h as  9 c h ild re n  and  fo r  th e  l a s t  y e a r  has  b ee n  going th ro u g h  one of

 '

l i f e 's  s o r e s t  t r a g e d ie s  --  h e r  ch ild  J u lia  h a s  an  und iag n o sed  b u t

s e v e re ly  c r ip p lin g  n e rv e  d is e a s e .  A t f i r s t  sh e  w as p a r t ia l ly  p a ra ly z e d , 

now she can  get a ro u n d , bu t she  n eed s  a  lo t of help , and  on ly  f ro m  

h e r  M o th e r can  sh e  ta k e  i t  w ithou t th a t  fee lin g  of be in g  an  in v a lid .

So M rs .  S e v il la -S a c a sa  is  c lo se ly  bound to  h e r ,  he lp ing  h e r  up and  

dow n s t a i r s ,  tak in g  h e r  to  the h o s p ita l fo r  th e ra p y . B u t i t  w ould  be 

h a rd  to  fe e l s o r r y  fo r  h e r ,  b e c a u se  she  a lw ays has  a  w itty , laughing  

w o r d .   A sp ic y  w om an , and  n o t a t  a l l  th e  cau tio u s  d ip lo m a t’s w ife .
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W ednesday , A ugust 18th (continued)

O

A t s ix  I had  ex p ec ted  to  have th e  M em b e rs  o f C o n g re s s , H ouse 

an d  S en a te , f ro m  w hose c o m m itte e s  th e  B e a u tif ic a tio n  B il l  is  to  be 

r e p o r te d .  C o n g re s sm a n  F a llo n  of M a ry la n d  and  h is  w ife , B la tn ik  

and  K lu czy n sk i, Bob Jo n es  of A lab am a , S en a to r M cN am ara  and  

S e n a to r  Young, and  S e n a to r  R ando lph  and  s e v e ra l  m o re .  I  had  w an ted  

to  h e a r  th e  s ta te  of a f f a i r s ,  w hat we could  ex p ec t, and  ju s t  le t  th e m  

know th a t  I r e a l iz e d  th is  la te  in  th e  s e a so n  we w e re  faced  w ith  the  

p o s s ib i l i ty  of B e a u tif ic a tio n  B ills  b e in g  lo s t  in  th e  sh u ffle , b u t th a t  

I hoped  i t  w o u ld n 't happen , and I w an ted  to th an k  th e m  fo r  any th ing  

th e y  cou ld  do to  get i t  up fo r  a  v o te  b e fo re  C o n g re ss  w as o v e r  th is  

s e s s io n .

I d id n 't  have a  ch a n c e . A bout 5:30 w e b eg an  to  g e t f ra n t ic  

c a l ls  f ro m  o u r le g is la t iv e  peop le  on th e  H ill - -  a  p o v e r ty  vo te  w as 

com ing  up and  i t  w as going to  be 42 to  43 and m aybe a  tie  - -  co u ld n 't 

w e p o s s ib ly  c a l l  off, o r  a t le a s t  te l l  th e  S enate  M e m b e rs  we w ould 

p o s tp o n e  th e i r  in v ita tio n ?  We d id . L a te r  we go t th e  sa m e  h u r r ie d  

r e q u e s t  c o n c e rn in g  th e  C o n g re ssm e n , so  we c a n c e lle d  i t  a l l .  Now 

i t 's  u n c e r ta in  w h e th e r  I w ill have a  ch an ce  to  r e - s e t  a  d a te  fo r  i t .

B u t so m e tim e s  i t 's  p le a s a n t ju s t  to  be la z y , and  th is  is  

m y  day  fo r  doing th a t .  I had  had  a  b i t  of a  nap  in  th e  a f te rn o o n , , ' 

so  I  now a sk e d  L ynda and  A unt E lle n  if  th ey  w o u ld n 't lik e  to p la y
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W ednesday , A ugust 18th (continued)

b r id g e . We found W illie  D ay, and  th e  fo u r of us had  a  coup le  o f good 

h o u rs  of b r id g e , L ynda b e in g  v e ry  c ro s s  w ith  m e  b e c a u se  I d id n 't  

k eep  m y  m in d  on th e  gam e w e ll enough to  p la y  h e r  r e a l ly  e x p e r t 

f ig h tin g  g a m e .

And th e n  a t  10 o 'c lo c k  I c a lle d  Lyndon and  a sk e d  h im  w hen  we . 

cou ld  ex p ec t h im  to  com e jo in  us fo r  d in n e r . He gave m e th e  r e jo in d e r  

th a t  he w as o v e r  hav ing  fun w ith  an  o ffice  fu ll of b e a u tifu l w om en  and  

d id  I w an t to  com e o v e r  and  s e e  h im .  I d id .  T h e re  w as L a r r y  O 'B r ie n , 

J a c k , and  L e e  W hite .  He w as te llin g  L ee W hite th a t  he d id n 't  w an t 

h im  to  le a v e  the   G o v e rn m en t, th a t h e ’d ju s t  sen d  h im  to  V ie tn am  if  . 

he d id n 't  lik e  w hat he w as doing now .  Jok in g ly , of c o u rs e , b u t e a r n e s t ,  

to o . I th in k  p e rh a p s  th a t  five and  a  h a lf  y e a rs  of w o rk in g  in  th e  sam e  

job  h as  ta k e n  enough of th e  edge off i t  th a t L ee  r e a l ly  w an ts  to  go.

H e k ep t on try in g  to s e l l  Lyndon on how fine M c P h e rso n  w a s .

P r e s e n t ly  I e x tra c te d  L yndon . We p ick ed  up M a rie  and  we . 

w en t hom e fo r  d in n e r . Aunt E lle n  and  W illie  D ay s itt in g  down -.with 

u s  - -  L ynda had  a lr e a d y  e a ten . Lyndon w as gay and  e b u l l ie n t , r id in g  

th e  h igh  tid e  of w o rk  th a t w as y ie ld in g  som e a c h ie v e m e n ts .

I m e n tio n e d  G eo rg e , and  i t  w as only  one seco n d  b e tw een  h is  

n am e  and  L y n d o n 's  p ick ing  up the  phone to  p u t in  a  c a ll  fo r  h im . He 

h a d  w alk ed  th a t  day , on h is  h e e ls ,  w ith  c a n e s . He m ig h t even  be a b le 

' ■ - ■ ... -----
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W ednesday , A ugust 18th (co n tin u ed )

to  sk ip  c r u tc h e s .  He w as in  a  good m ood, and  w e a l l  fe lt  th e  h a p p ie r  fo r  

i t .  ■ ■; .

And th e n  we c a lle d  H o m e r. I d id  n o t th in k  he w ould know u n til 

F r id a y  th e  r e s u l t s  of th e  t e s t s ,  of th e  o p e ra tio n  th a t  he had  had  on 1

M onday . B ut th e y 'd  a lr e a d y  go tten  the  a n sw e r  - - i t  w as b e n ig n . We 

a l l  f e l t  a  l i t t l e  h ead y  w ith  e la tio n  a t  th e  good new s o f o u r  f r ie n d .

N obody ca n  s p re a d  d e lig h t, e x p re s s  p le a s u re  in  a  m o re  sp a rk lin g  

w ay  th a n  Lyndon w hen h e  fe e ls  i t .  And today  he d o e s . W hen he  had  

^  co m e w hen  w e w e re  hav ing  te a  w ith  M rs .  S e v il la -S a c a sa , he  d e l iv e re d

a  w hole a rm lo a d  of co m p lim en ts  abou t th e  D ean, who is  in d ee d  th e  

m o s t  in d u s tr io u s  and  w a rm e s t  of d ip lo m a ts , and to  V irg in ia  he sa id ,

"Y ou know, i t  w as p r a c t ic a l ly  e m b a r ra s s in g  to  the  r e s t  of u s .  I  go t 

u p  to  m ak e  a  sp e e c h , th ey  c lapped  p o lite ly . Bob M cN am ara , go t up 

an d  r a t t le d  off h is  fa c ts  and f ig u re s ,  and  th ey  c lap p ed  p o li te ly . Y our 

h u sb an d  got up and th ey  gave h im  a  s tan d in g  ovation  and  RO A RED . I  

n e v e r  h av e  se e n  h im  b e t te r ,  " he s a id , "A nd I n e v e r  have h e a rd  a  m o re  

p e r s u a s iv e  sp e e c h . Lyndon fe e ls  i t  and  h as  o ften  sa id  i t  - -  a l l  s o r ts  

o f good th in g s  ab o u t D ean R u sk  — b u t I th in k  a  l i t t le  b i t  of f i r e  u n d er 

th is  sp e e c h  w as s p a rk e d  by  the d e ro g a to ry  r e m a rk s  m ade ab o u t D ean 

R u sk  in  so m e  of th e  m e m o irs  o f the  K ennedy A d m in is tra tio n  th e s e  

l a s t  few w e e k s . .
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W ednesday , A ugust 18th (con tinued )

I t w as a  good fa m ily  even ing  and  a  v e ry  m ild  d ay . M a ssa g e  and  

to  b ed  by  12.
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