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Wednesday, August 18th

Was a qulet summer sort of day Glonously, I woke up at 9 30
- the la.test I have slept in ages, in Lyn don's b1g comfortable bed
S B spent about two hours with the dentlst in the morning,‘ a.nd :

_then bad lunch with Liz ~- hard-boiled egg --.autographed a stack

- of books, A More Beautiful America, which _;aorance Rockefeller

had given us, one for all of our chief ‘donors_,.,, This has been one of

many jobs lying piied up waiting for me.
' The house ie' bouncing with young pe0p1e. Lynda. ha.d broughtf_ o

back Beth Jenkms w1th her and Mary Ellen Tnmmell Betty Beale i

had been returmng from somewhere up East and ha.d stopped by for

- the n1ght, brmgmg a boy friend, Peté. And Pat Nugent is over a,ll

the time. The house is full and Luci is happy
’ And Aunt.Ellen so thrilled with them a11!

| - At four o'clock Mrs S’evilla.—S'aca,sa. came for tea, and

| V1rg1n1a Rusk, and Bess. I wanted to a.cquai‘nt‘ Lillian Sevilla- -

'Sa.ca.éa. with my plan to invite the new Diplomatic wives in groups

of ﬁve or ten, those who had come to this couritry_ s_ince the ‘big
party for the diplomats:Mavy 5th, ‘over for a"quiet‘ cup of tea and
perhaos ; stroll through the House -a _c_:'ha,n‘c.e to xheet them |
.iﬁfofoially ‘a.nd' friva.ke.‘th_ex;h‘.ife’eil rore welcomeand friore_'% .péxi't"' L
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as being different: ° - B

life's sorest tragedies...
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Wednesday, August 18th (continued)

of Washington's life. She was quick to Say she would help me ‘by giving -

me information about them, because each of them is suppo.séd.to ‘ca.ll

- on her as soon as théy preéent their credentials, and she responded =
by wanting to have a tea for me to which she would invite the wives

. of all the 117 or.so.countries. That would be...go_od,: that would be L

fine, if it did not open the floodgates for invitations from ﬁxany

‘countries. Perhaps’ being the wife of the Dean would sét_ it apart"

A

She's a most extraordina,ry woman, very outspoken, hilariously

funny, and quite beautiful if she'd only lose a sizable number of pounds.

. She bas 9 children and for the last year has been going through one of .

-~

er child Julia witlr an undiagnosed but

severely crippling nerve disease. At first she was partially paralyzed,

now she can'get around, but she needs a lot of help, and only from

her Motheﬁ; can she take it without that feeling of being an invalid.

"So Mrs. Sevilla -_Sac‘asa. is cldsely bound to her, helping hér up and R

down stairs, taking her to the hospital for therapy. But it would be
hard to feel sorry for her, because she always has a witty, laughing

word." A spicy woman, and not at all the cautious diplomat's wife.
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- At six I had expected to have the Members of Con‘gress,‘ Hense
' and'Senate, from whose comtn_ittees the Be.autiﬁe.a.tiOn_Bill is to be
vreported. Congreésman Fallon of Maryland and his wife, Blatnik

) and Kluezynski, Bob Jones of Alabama, Senator McNamara and

Senator Ydung, and Senator Randolph and several more. I had wanted
to hear the state of af£a1rs, what we could expect, and Just let them '
know that I reahzed th1s 1a.te in the season we were faced w1th the :

pos sibility of Beautification Bills being lost in the shufﬂe, but tha_t b. ,

. I hoped it wouldn't happen, and I wanted to thank them for anything |

-they could do to get it up for a vote before Congress was over this

session.
I didn't have a chance. About 5:30 we began to get frantic
calls from our legislative people on the Hill -- a poverty vote was

coming up and it was going to be 42 to 43 and maybe a tie -- couldn't

- we posSihly call off, or at least tell the Senate Members we would -

postpone their in\}itation? We did. Later we got the same hurried

~request concerning the Congressmen, so we cancelled it all. Now

it's uncertain whether I will have a chance to re-set a date for it.
"But sometim‘es it's pleasant just to be lazy, and this'is -
my day for doing that I had had a bit of a ”na'p 'in' the afternoon; ". -

so I'now asked Lynda and Aunt Ellen if they wouldn‘t 11ke to play
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that he was over hav:mg fun with an office full of ‘beauti.ful women and

"did I want to come over and see him. .I did . There was Larry O'Brien,
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bridge. We found Willie Day; and the four of us had a couple of good

~hours of bridge, L.ynda being very cross with me because I didn't

keep rny mind on the game well enough to play her really expert .
hghtmg game
And then at 10 o clock I called Lyndon and a.sked h1m when we.

could expect him to come Jo1n us for d1nner. He' gave me the reJomder-
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Jack, and Lee White. He was telling .L_ee White that he didn't want
him to 'lea.vevthe Government, that he'd just send him to Vietnam if .

he didn't like what he was doing now.. Jokingly, of course, but ee.rnes't;

too. I think perhap_s that five and a half yeers of working in the same

| job has taken enough of the edge off it that Lee really wants to go.

He kept on trying to sell Lyndon on how fine McPherson was.

e Presently I extracted Lyndon. We plcked up Marie and we )
went home for _d»inner,» Aunt Ellen and W1111e Day sitting down- :with |
us -- Lynda ha..d‘alread'yleaten Lyndon was gay and e}#bul{ent | r1d1ng
the h1gh t1de of work that was yielding some achlevements.

V.

I mentloned George, and it was only one second between his

name and Lyndon s p1ckmg up the phone to put in a call for him. He AT ; a

had walked that day, pn his: heels, with canes. He mlght even be able
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~ to skip crutches. He was in a good mood, and we all felt the ‘ha;ppier for -

it.

And ’then ﬁe'cailed Homen. I d1d not think he would know untll
Friday the results of the tests, of the operatmn that he had had on
Monday.- But they.'d a.lready gotten the a.nswer -- 1t was benlgn. We :

all felt a little heady with elation at the good news. of our friend.

Nobody can spread dehght express plea.sure in a2 more spa.rkhng'.-

way tha.n Lyndon when he feels 1t. And toda.y'he does. When he ha.d
come when we were hav*mg'tea. with Mrs. ‘Sevilla.'-Sacasa,' he deh:yered :

a whole armload of complirnents about the Dean, who_is indeed the

most 'indust:‘-iousand warmest of diplomats, and to Virginia he said,
_ "You_know, it was 'pr'a.ctically embarrassing to the rest of us. I got

'up to make a speech they clapped pol1te1y. Bob McNamara got up '

and rattled off hls facts and flgures, and they clapped pohtely. Your
husband got up and they gave him a standing ovatlon and ROARED. ’I
_neire:_r ha.ve seen him better, " he sa1d,- "And I never have heard a mohe
persn'é.sive' speech. ., Lyndon‘feels it and has offen sa.id it -~ all sortsl
of good things about Dean Rusk - but T think a little bit ofﬁ;é under
this spe.ech was 'spar‘ked. bp'the derogatory‘remarks ma.de ebont .ADea‘r.l.'.
Rusk 1n some of the vmernoirs of t'het Kennedy_‘.Adminis‘t:ati:on these ‘

last few weeks.
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It was a good family evening and a very mild day. Méssage and

to bed by 12.
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