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T h u rsd a y , A ugust 19th

T he q u ie t days o f  s u m m e r  co n tin u e . B u t i t  s e e m s  I a m  in  the  

c lu tc h e s  o f th e  d e n tis t  f o re v e r .  T h is  is  abou t th e  s ix th  a p p o in tm e n t of 

a n  h o u r and  a  h a lf  o r  m o re ,  and  I e m e rg e d  a f te r  12 w ith  an  a n e s th e tiz e d  

jaw  and m o u th  th a t f e l t  lik e  it  w as m ad e  of co tto n  - -  i t  d id n ’t  b e lo n g  to  

m e .  ................

S c o o te r  and  M a rta  w e re  going to  com e an d  have lu n ch  w ith  

L ynda and  m e . Lyndon w as going o v e r  to th e  S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t fo r  

a  lu n ch eo n  w ith  R usk  and  a l l  the  A s s is ta n t  S e c r e ta r ie s  o f  S ta te . So 

w e w e re  lu n ch in g  in  th e  u p s ta ir s  d in ing  ro o m .

S c o o te r  has  lo s t  abou t 20 pounds and looks lo v e ly . I 'v e  m is s e d  

h e r .  I  w an ted  h e r  to  s e e  the  p ic tu re s  of L ynda and M a rta  on  th e i r  

W e s te rn  t r ip ,  so  w e looked  th ro u g h  L y n d a 's  w o n d erfu l a lb u m  - -  m o s t 

o f th e  p ic tu re s  she  had  m ad e  h e r s e l f  - - o f  G ra s s h o p p e r , A riz o n a , 

th e  p re -C o lu m b ia n  d w ellin g s th a t c lin g  lik e  a  sw allow ’s n e st  u n d e r  

th e  p ro je c tin g  brow  of the  c liff . T hey  found s m a ll  c o rn -c o b s  in  th em , 

a s  w e ll a s  w eapons and  to o ls ]  T h e re  w e re  so m e w o n d erfu l p ic tu re s  

of L ynda p e rc h e d  on th e  v e ry  edge of G ran d  Canyon o r  Y e llo w sto n e . 

T h e re  m u s t  have b e en  som e bad  m o m en ts  fo r th e  S e c r e t  S e rv ic e !

W hile ev ery b o d y  had  s h e r r y ,  I r e a l ly  indu lged  in  a  m ilk  punch, 

and  th en  had  to  have m ilk  to a s t  and  so ft s c ra m b le d  eggs fo r  lu nch , 

w h ile  th e y  had  lam b  chops and qu ite  a  d e lic io u s- lo o k in g  lu n ch . .
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T h u rsd a y , A ugust 19th (continued)

L y n d a  and  M a rta  re g a le d  us w ith  qu ite  l iv e ly  sk e tc h e s  o f th e  

fo lk s  th e y 'd  m e t  a long  th e  w ay and th e i r  a d v e n tu re s . F ro m  a l l  I h e a r ,  

I p r a c t ic a l ly  n o m in a te  Ja n e  F re e m a n  a s  th e  h e ro in e  of th e  t r i p .  

C a r r ie d  h e r  own end of the  c a n o e , d id  ev e ry th in g  and  en joyed  doing  i t .

We had  a  good v is i t .  S c o o te r  has  sp en t the  s u m m e r  th in k in g  

ab o u t h e r s e l f .  U su a lly  s h e 's  th in k in g  abou t so m e  c iv ic  p r o je c t ,  b e in g  

h e ad  o f th e  T ex as  S ta te  S o c ie ty  o r  th e  C h e r ry  B lo s so m  F e s t iv a l ,  o r  

so m e  c h a r i ty  b a l l ,  o r  Jo h n so n  p o lit ic s  o r  I n a u g u ra tio n . B u t th is  

s u m m e r  s h e 's  b ee n  re d u c in g  and  going on t r ip s  and  doing w h at sh e  

w an ted  to .

W hen th e y  le f t  I had  a  nap, th a t  be ing  m y  g re a t  s u m m e r  

in d u lg en ce . And th en  a t  5 o 'c lo c k  I w ent down to  th e  E a s t  R oom  

to  m e e t  a  g roup  o f s tu d e n ts , th e  T u n as, the  u n lik e ly  n am e  fo r  th e  

g ro u p  of s tu d e n ts  f ro m  th e  U n iv e rs ity  of B a rc e lo n a  who a r e  to u r in g  

th e  U nited  S ta te s  d r e s s e d  in  S ix teen th  C en tu ry  S p an ish  c o s tu m e s  - -  

s to c k in g s  and  b u ck led  sh o e s , w ith  gay, ro m a n tic  c a p e s , b r ig h t  w ith : 

r ib b o n s  g iven  th e m  b y  th e i r  g i r l  f r i e n d s . T hey  had  ju s t  co m e  f ro m  

th e  S p a n ish  P a v ilio n  a t  th e  W o rld 's  F a i r ,  and  I su p p o se  a  g ro u p  of 

troubadours is  th e  b e s t  d e s c r ip tio n , a s  m u ch  a c to r s  a s  m u s ic ia n s .

T h ey  s tam p ed  and  c lap p ed  and  tw ir le d  th e i r  c ap es  and, the  E a s t  R oom  

re so u n d e d  to  V a le n c ia  and  G ra n a d a . I t w as r e a l ly  qu ite  g ay . I  had
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T h u rsd a y , A ugust 19th (continued)

a g re e d  to  have th e m  fo r  te a  b e c a u se  of a  l e t t e r  f ro m  d e a r  R obin  D uke. 

B u t, a la s ,  I cou ld  on ly  p ro m is e  m e , no t m y  gay L u c i. L ynda B ird , 

b le s s  h e r ,  d id  co m e , s a t  on th e  f ro n t row , and  w as a good h o s te s s  

to  the  A m b a ssa d o r  and  M a rc h io n e ss  M e r ry  d e l V al f ro m  th e  S p a n ish
■ y  _ , ■ ■ ■ ■

E m b a s sy  and  th e  r a th e r  s m a ll  g roup  of g u es ts  w e had.

M a ry  L o v e ’s d a u g h te r  B a rb a ra ,  and  Hub B a k e r , w o rk in g  in  

Ja k e  P ic k le 's  o ffice , son  of o u r lo n g tim e  f r ie n d  Hub Bak e r  o f C h ap e l 

H ill .  C h r is t ie  an d  S co tt C a rp e n te r ,  and  L en  H a rg e s s ,  w hose m o th e r , 

L u c ille  G lo v er H a rg e s s ,  w as one of m y  ro o m m a te s  w hen I w as in  the 

U n iv e rs i ty  of T e x as  b a c k  in  1934. And P ru d e n c e  M ah affey , the  

d a u g h te r  o f E d ito r  J .  Q . M ahaffey  of T e x a rk a n a . You can  a lw ays 

d epend  upon th e  W rig h t P a tm a ns to  have a  n u m b er o f th e i r  ch o ice  

c o n s titu e n ts  r ig h t  on th e  tip  of the  tongue if  you a s k  h im  w h e th e r  

w e h av e  any  s p e c ia l  f r ie n d s  in  tow n th is  su m m e r  th a t we ought to  

so m e th in g . He ta k e s  c a r e  of h is  ow n!

S e n a to r  M ike M a n sf ie ld 's  d a u g h te r  Ann w as th e re  w ith  rib b o n s  

in  h e r  h a i r  and  e x c e lle n t S p an ish  - -  s h e 'd  sp en t a  y e a r  in  M a d rid , I 

b e lie v e  - -  w hich  she  pu t to  g re a t  u se , and w as v e ry  h e lp fu l. Of c o u rse  

I w as to n g u e - tie d  and  the  young troubadours had  v e ry  l i t t le  E n g lis h .^ ^

D ale  M ille r ,  J r . , b londe and  qu ite  a t t r a c t iv e  in  a n  odd, o ld -  

fa sh io n ed  s o r t  of w ay . And h an d so m e  young L ee  W atson, M a rv in 's  son.
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^__;,_,:_And A sh to n  T h o rn h ill , on ly  16 and about s ix  fe e t ta l l ,  and  v e ry

sh y . And I n o t a  b i t  good abou t p u ttin g  h im  a t h is  e a s e , though  I w an ted  

to  so  m u ch . I to o k  one lo o k  a t  th e  c row d  and  m ad e  a  r e s o lu tio n , "N ext 

t im e  w h e n e v e r I have a  te a  fo r  any  g ro u p  I s h a ll  have a  m in im u m  of a  

h u n d re d  p eo p le . " T h e se  ro o m s  a r e  b ig , and  w hen th e r e 's  on ly  about 

50 i t 's  no t a s  gay  and  ex c itin g  a s  a  c ro w d  som ehow  m ak es  i t .

I  w as qu ite  pu t ou t a t  L u c i and  h e r  co n tin g en t o f ho u se  g u e s ts  — 

B e th , B e tty  B e a le , and  h e r  o th e r  l i t t le  f r ie n d s .  P a ts y  had  b ro u g h t 

A unt E lle n  down, and  I m a d e  s u re  sh e  m e t th e  A m b a s sa d o r . A t the  

l a s t  m o m en t I had  in v ited  D ian a . A f te r  th e  m u s ic  we w en t in to  the  

B lu e  R oom  fo r  re c e iv in g  lin e  and  r e f r e s h m e n ts  and  ta lk , and  I  r e a l ly  

w o rk ed  a t  i t ,  b u t th e  m o ra l  fo r  n ex t tim e  is ,  "If you’r e  doing i t ,  go 

a l l  the  w a y ."

I s lip p ed  off u p s ta i r s  abou t 6:30 and  w o rk ed  a t  m y d e s k  u n til 

n e a r ly  8, w hen I a sk e d  A unt E lle n  and  D iana to  jo in  m e on  th e  T ru m a n  . 

B a lco n y  fo r  a  d r in k . And p re s e n t ly  B ill  D easo n  cam e and  jo in ed  u s .

I t w as a  co n v iv ia l h o u r and  a  h a lf  of v is it in g , w hile  the sk y  fad ed  in to  

n ig h t, and  A unt E lle n  to ld  m e th in g s  about m y  fa m ily  th a t  I n e v e r  knew , 

ab o u t how, w hen m y  g ra n d fa th e r  b e c a m e  qu ite  s ic k , m y  g ra n d m o th e r  

w as a  young w om an  of ab o u t 26, a l r e a d y  w idow ed tw ice  and  now m a r r ie d
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T h u rsd a y , A ugust 19th (continued)

th e  th i rd  t im e , m o th e r  o f fo u r s m a ll  c h ild re n  and  two o r  th re e  m o n th s  

p r egnan t w ith  a n o th e r . D o c to rs  d iag n o sed  h im  as  having  a  kidney- 

t ro u b le  and n eed in g  an  o p e ra tio n . T hey  c o u ld n 't do i t  - -  th e  c lo s e s t  

p la c e  w as M o b ile . - The fa m ily  so ld  80 a c r e s  of la n d  and t ra v e l le d  

15 m ile s  in  a  buggy to  th e  c lo s e s t  r a i l r o a d ,  and  th e re  th e y  w en t to  

S e lm a  and  cau g h t the  s te a m b o a t, w ent down th e  r iv e r  to  M ob ile , 

w h e re  th e  o p e ra tio n  w as p e r fo rm e d , and  a f te r  g ra n d fa th e r  w as w e ll 

' e n ough to  le a v e  th e  h o s p ita l  th e y  b eg an  the l o n g  jo u rn e y  h o m e . T hey 

got a s  f a r  a s  g ra n d m o th e r ’s m o th e r 's  and  f a th e r ’s h o m e, th e  B a te s  

h o m e w h e re  th e  fo u r  s m a ll  c h ild re n  had  b e en  le f t,  and  th e r e  g ra n d fa th e r  

f e l l  s e r io u s ly  i l l ,  l iv e d  a  w eek, and d ied . Som e fiv e  m o n th s  o r  so  

l a t e r ,  m y  fa th e r  w as b o rn . No w onder th e re  w as so  l i t t le  t im e  fo r  

w r itin g  dow n fa m ily  r e c o rd s  and  r e m in is cing in  th e  life  o f m y  g ra n d -  

m o th e r !  F iv e  c h ild re n  and a  sa n d y -la n d  A lab am a  f a rm  w e re  enough 

to  occupy  a  w om an so m e  16 h o u rs  a d ay . And th en , a f te r  a  w hile  

sh e  m a r r ie d  a  s u ito r  who had  f i r s t  p a id  c o u r t to  h e r  w hen  sh e  w as 

on ly  16, and  th en  in  b e tw een  each  and  e v e ry  m a r r ia g e ,  had  a t  l a s t  

co m e s u c c e s s fu lly  c a llin g  and  won h e r  hand . M r. B ish o p . And th e y  

in  th e  c o u rs e  o f t im e  had  8 m o re  c h ild re n .
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T h u rsd a y , A ugust 19th (continued)

A unt E lle n  to ld  m e  how h e r  h usband . U ncle W ill, m y  D ad d y 's  

b r o th e r ,  u se d  to  sp ea k  so  a f fe c tio n a te ly  of m y  M o th e r , -whom he 

c a lle d  S is te r  M in n ie . He h ad  b e en  out to  v is i t  h e r  a t  K a rn a c k . She 

h ad  p ack ed  a  p ic n ic  lu n ch  and  tak en  h im  down on th e  L a k e , ta k e n  

h im  r id in g  in  a  b o a t, and  show n h im  a l l  the  b e a u tie s  of th e  c y p re s s  

t r e e s  and  th e  p ic tu re sq u e  s c e n e ry , and  th e y  had  had  lu n ch  on a  

l i t t l e  is la n d  f ro m  th e  p ic n ic  b a s k e t.

" I d a r e s a y  th e  n e ig h b o rs  thought she w as s lig h tly  w ack y .

A unt E lle n  and  B il l  q u ick ly  e s ta b lis h e d  th a t  w a rm  re la t io n s h ip  

th a t  S o u th e rn e rs  a t ta in  by find ing  th a t  th ey  cam e  f ro m  th e  s a m e  p a r t  

o f th e  c o u n try . Som e of B i l l ’s fa m ily  had  b e en  b o rn  and r a i s e d  n e a r  

T u s c a lo o s a .

I t  w as abou t 10 o 'c lo c k  w hen Lyndon jo in ed  u s .  A nd B ill ,

D ian a , A unt E lle n , and  he and  I had  d in n e r  to g e th e r . He w as in  

a n  e b u llie n t m ood  - -  sw ee t, fu ll of s to r i e s .  I 'd  g iven  A unt E lle n  

a  few th in g s  fo r  s o u v e n irs , b u t if  th e re  w as any th ing  le f t  in  the  

c lo s e t  th a t she  d id n 't  h av e , b y  th e  tim e  Lyndon f in ish ed  I b e lie v e  

sh e  had  one e ac h  of a l l  o u r l i t t le  m e m e n to s . The P r e s id e n t 's  C o un try , 

th e  B il l  W hite book. A ir  F o rc e  O ne b rid g e  c a r d s ,  s e v e r a l  o f  L y ndon 's  

sp e e c h e s , a u to g ra p h e d . T h e se  a s  a  te a c h e r  sh e  is  p a r t ic u la r ly  d e lig h ted  

to  h av e , and  sh e  k ep t on say in g  how m uch "h e r  c h ild re n " - -  al l  t h o s e  s h e  ̂

..... ..........................



1965

T h u rsd a y , A ugust 19th (continued)

te a c h e s  - -  w ould en joy  see in g  th e se  th in g s . And one of m y  l i t t l e  

L ad y  B ir d s .  And of c o u rse  e v e ry  t im e  he gave h e r  so m eth in g , I 

b e a m e d .

A nd th e n  he ta lk e d  to  D iana  ab o u t th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  of h e r  h u sb an d  

b eco m in g  D eputy  S c ien ce  A d v iso r, I  b e lie v e  th e  t i t le  i s .  D r .  P i t z e r  

o f R ice  U n iv e rs i ty  is  b e in g  sough t a s  the h ead  m a n . I  f e e l  th a t  D onald  

is  q u a lif ied , and  I a m  g lad  th a t  Lyndon w ould w an t h im  to  do i t ,  b u t 

an y  tim e  you have k in fo lk s in  th e  A d m in is tra tio n  in  a  p la c e  c lo s e  to  

you, you g ive  a  h o s tag e  to  fo rtu n e , a  m a rk  fo r  p eo p le  to  shoo t a t ..;

I r e m e m b e r  a s  m u ch  a s  25 y e a rs  ago w hen I sa id , w ith o u t r e a l ly  

know ing how m u ch  I m e a n t i t ,  th a t  a  p o lit ic ia n  ought to  be b o rn  a  

found ling  and re m a in  a  b a c h e lo r .

B u t i t  w as a  sw e e t even ing , and  I  w as so  g lad  th a t  A un t E lle n  

co u ld  s e e  us s it t in g  down a t th e  ta b le  l ik e  a  fam ily , ev en  i f  i t  w as 

a f te r  10.

L u c i cam e  in  and  re c o u n te d  a l l  of h e r  ad v e n tu re s  and  gave h e r  

D addy so m e  sw ee t and  sa u cy  a n sw e rs  to  a l l  of h is  te a s in g  q u e s tio n s .
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