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Monday, August 23rd

. Began with a blowup. I was in Lyndon's bedroom with Marvin

and Jake and Jack coming and going, discussing with Lyndon Liz's

mern_d to Marvin a.b'out'approval of travel for the girIs who work in

the East Wing, -who advance trips.like mine to the Grand Teton and

that Would be brought down foi" White Houee entertainment

H0pk1ns ha.d po1nted out to Marvm that prevmus Flrst Ladles : _‘ .

‘had not-had the:.r travel expens es pa1d for out of the $25 000 travel

allotrnent for the White House. Did this include the staff for F 1rst
Ladies? Their 'position seems oddly in 11mbo. They work for the
White House; the~\r;ahole enet‘all eperation. ‘Should the1r travel be '
paid for, just as the rnaie rne..mbe-rs' would ? .

Lﬁdon, ever fearfulef 'raising'eacpensea and aronsing any B
just e:;iticisrn, was looking at d.t with a»hard. eye. I took the‘ position_
that rnlybfew spe eches;- my _few tripe for HEADSTART beautification |

and so forth .had to be advanced and ought to be paid for and my | '
own perSOnal t1cket I would buy And then I wa.lked out angry and
hurt, and after what must have been a very ﬂa.bby presentation of
Iny case. | |
And then down to the theater to eee a mov1e of nur V1rg1ma -

hlghway tr1p, whlch Rex Wh1tten ha.d prepared and was very anxxous

- Liynda's to the Erie Fair, and Beejs,‘s to preview the ballet in Connecticut .
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to have me see, and like. And I can't tell anybody I hav'e/‘unless I have.
 When 1 rl;eturned_ fro;n the beauty parlor, I had a message that .

the President would like to see me in his office. I went, with a certain

amount of trepidation, because the last thing I need to bring' to him,

along with Vietnam and the steel strike,. is personal problems.

AHe was so sweet. He knew I had been worrymg about money

to run the White House with wetlrmy separatlon pay from KTBC comes

to an end th1s month, and for Luc1 s foohshly expenswe car and clothes

to 11ve up to the 11fe we lead. He put his arms around me and said,' |

* "You don't have to worry about an hin' .. You ought not to worry about’
. , b g ug oxrxy ano

: money.. I 'get you wha.tever you need. " He‘il always be 'safe there,

because economy rides a fa1r1y t1ght rein on me. And then he said,
"One of the Jetstars has to go to Ft. Worth to be worked on, anyway,
and it could Just be set up to go today and take you and droP you off
It will beAready whenever you are 'ready. "I was. speechless and |

closer to tears than I had been in four or five years. I hugged h1m

and walked out, not trusting myself to talk. Poor man, trying to

walk the tlghtr0pe between 1ov1ng and wanting to please his famlly

and make them comfortable, and wantlng to 11ve up to the ethlcs, >

’a sort of thnft, for the private actions that c0u1d fa.ce public scrutiny".'
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She said she'd try to make it, she'd be ready by five if she could.
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Monday, August 23rd (continued)

Toughness must be one of the oualifieatione for this job, both éri\}e.te,
a'nd“];:_ublic.

: o It was a busy day, getttng ready to_get off. Talked with Bess.
about the tea for .the‘ Johnson City hostesses; ‘a.bout goiné ‘with me. |
The e\"rer—s‘erene .B.ese --it hit_’her' hard when I ‘sugge‘ste‘di that. she ' -

go. She has two sick children, with both sets of parents out of town.

'Telked w‘_ith Jim Ketchum about the Noah Webster pictureli |
It seems that Bill Eenton, supposed donor, in no wise w1shes Vto .
part with his p1oture._ About the Rutherford Hayes desk whlch
has been on tour with the Kennedy memorabilia, a.nd‘ which nowi :
the Kennedy Lihrary expeots to have . |

' And then an hour and a half session with Rezr Whitteh of the |
Bureau of Pubhc Roads a.nd J'1m La.cey in the Queen's bedroorn, é.

thorough, intricate, tiring brlefmg on the freeway tha.t Nancy Neglié_u}

“and Mrs Tobin wrote me about that w111 go through a part of .

Brél(lnr1dge Park and the Incarnate Word pr0perty Nancy ha.d

stated their case well -~ with pictures of the Sunken Gardens, h1ke

| ‘ and bike trails, Gn‘l Scouts camp:.ng area. .A_nd ever—pat1ent, very

artmulate, Rex Whitten explored probably for the 117th t1me w1th me -

,““_3_._
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Monday, August 23rd (continued)

the problems and the alternate solutions -- the ever-growing traffic

problems, which conflicted with retaining areas for recreation and Coo

beauty. In the end, I see no way out of this fight, now six yedrs old,

with the Texas Highwa.y Department, the Governor. and the Bureau

__of Public Roads, and, so Rex Whitten says, about 70% of the population

of San Antonio of the opinion that this solution is the most functional

,'and..least.dar'n’a.gin.gl.,._._. R o .

I asked hirr_l;ple:as'e,. at least, to make it with planting as -

pretty as that rbaring"nionster of a freeway can be. |

' Then a few moments with Sandy Fo;& abQ‘utAL&ndor.l's birthday .

present, and with Liz about her memo. Take it easy. Maybe we

~_can work it out. At any rate, I will fill my engagements and pay' ;

out of my own money for her or anyone else who advances me, and

have less trips in the future.

. .A__nd thenv, at 3:45, a bite of 1unch. No wonder I was so h.ungry;)

And lots of mail to sigﬁ and autographing pictures, and, at long last, |
all too brief a session on the first draft of the speech.to the Garden
Club ladies in the Grand Tetons on September 7th.
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<. - . We left the White House at 5:15 -- Helen é,nd Ge%;é and Béss
~and I -~ and we got on ﬁie Jet..st.a.r ahd flew ‘tov ’the ranch. And a very .
épecié.l vf.e’elinbg it was. This"il.s the ﬁrvst time that I ﬁave be_en: ’o'n‘ a . |
Jetstar on a trip of my own. FER T . SOTETE
It had been a tense é.nd trying day. Emotions ,"ar‘léry, sad or
happy; -. are exliaqsi:iﬁg‘ to me .b And I was 'gladv‘ to.‘\vju.st.»s‘it é.pd r'e_éd,f :ﬁ L

or jﬁs\t‘ to sit, and finally have aﬂcoﬁple of drinks and sé,ﬁdwichesi :
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: We arri've.d..a.t thé ranch before dark, and Bess and I drvdir"é

in to Jbixﬁ'son C1ty and sla;t down with Jessig Hunter to plan the teé.' i
 for tﬁe hostesses.at tl‘le’ boﬁmod h‘ome‘,- one of'mAy‘mai'n' re;soﬁs fdr o - o
spending these thrée or fou;' da.yé here before Lyﬁdon'é arrival. R,
It wé.sv set for Thursday, 4 t6 6. She and Bess would divide the |

calls. We decided to limit the citations of appreciation to 5 who

had given the toi) nuiﬁber of ﬁouré’. We chosethbse to pour tea;
talkéd about to_ursi ‘of: the hduse/ and music, fhe things they v:‘aoﬁld‘
‘lik-e b'est.. | |

* : V 'And then we returned to the a'r.anch at 9:30, in time for an

early bed.




