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. B eg a n  w ith  a b low up. I w as in  L yndon’s b ed room  w ith  M arv in  

and Jak e and J a ck  co m in g  and go ing , d is c u s s in g  w ith  Lyndon L iz 's  

m em o  to M arv in  about ap p ro v a l o f tr a v e l for  the g ir ls  who w o rk  in  

th e  E a st  W ing, w ho ad van ce tr ip s  lik e  m in e  to  th e Grand T eton  and 

L yn d a's  to  th e E r ie  F a ir , and B e s s ’s to  p rev iew  the b a lle t  in  C on n ecticu t  

th a t w ould  b e  brough t down for  W hite H ou se en terta in m en t.

H opkins had p o in ted  out to  M arv in  that p rev io u s  F ir s t  L a d ies  

had n o t had th e ir  t r a v e l  e x p e n ses  paid  fo r  out o f  the $ 2 5 ,0 0 0  t r a v e l  ; 

a llo tm en t for  the W hite H o u se . D id th is  in c lu d e  the s ta ff  for  F ir s t  

L a d ie s?  T h e ir  p o s it io n  s e e m s  odd ly in  lim b o . T hey w ork  fo r  the  

W hite H ou se , th e  w h o le  o v e r a ll  o p era tio n . Should th e ir  tr a v e l  be  

p aid  fo r , ju s t  a s  th e m a le  m e m b e r s ' w ould?

L yndon, e v e r  fe a r fu l of r a is in g  e x p e n se s  and a ro u s in g  any  

ju s t  c r i t ic i s m , w as look in g  at it  w ith  a hard  e y e . I took  the p o s it io n  

th at m y  few s p e e c h e s , m y  few tr ip s  for  H EADSTART, b ea u tifica tio n  

and so  forth , had to  b e  advanced  and ought to b e  paid  for  and m y  

own p e r so n a l t ic k e t  I w ould buy. And then  I w alked  out, a n g ry  and  

h u rt, and a fter  w hat m u st  have b een  a v e r y  flab by  p r e se n ta tio n  o f  

m y  c a s e .

And th en  dow n to  the th ea ter  to s e e  a m o v ie  o f  our V ir g in ia  

h igh w ay tr ip , w h ich  R e x  W hitten had p rep a red  and w as v e r y  an xiou s
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to  h ave m e  s e e ,  and l ik e .  And I ca n 't t e l l  anybody I have u n le s s  I h a v e .
A ■ ,

W hen I retu rn ed  fro m  th e b eau ty  p a r lo r , I had a  m e s s a g e  that  

th e  P r e s id e n t  w ould lik e  to s e e  m e  in  h is  o f f ic e . I w en t, w ith  a  c e r ta in  

am ou nt o f  trep id a tio n , b e c a u se  th e  la s t  th ing I n eed  to  b r in g  to  h im , 

a lon g  w ith  V ie tn a m  and th e s t e e l  s t r ik e ,  is  p e r so n a l p r o b le m s .

He w a s so  s w e e t . He knew I had b een  w o rry in g  about m o n ey  

to  run th e  W hite H ou se  w ith  when m y  sep a ra tio n  p ay fr o m  K TBC c o m e s  

to  an end th is  m onth, and fo r  L u c i's  fo o lish ly  e x p e n s iv e  ca r  a nd c lo th e s  ' 

to  l iv e  up to  the l i f e  w e le a d . He put h is  a r m s  around m e  and sa id ,

"You d on ’t have to  w o r r y  about an yth in g . You ought not to  w o r r y  about 

m o n e y . I ' l l  get you w h a tev er  you  n e e d ." H e ’l l  a lw ays b e  s a fe  th e r e ,  

b e c a u se  eco n o m y  r id e s  a fa ir ly  tigh t r e in  on m e . And th en  he sa id ,

"One of th e J e t s ta r s  has to  go to F t . W orth to b e  w orked  on, anyw ay, 

and it  cou ld  ju s t  be s e t  up to go tod ay  and take you and drop you o ff .

It w il l  b e  r ea d y  w h en ev er  you a r e  r e a d y ."  I w as s p e e c h le s s  and  

c lo s e r  to  te a r s  than I had b een  in  fou r or fiv e  y e a r s .  I hugged h im  

and w alk ed  out, not tr u s tin g  m y s e lf  to  ta lk . P o o r  m an, try in g  to  

w a lk  th e  tig h tro p e  b e tw een  lo v in g  and w anting to  p le a se  h is  fa m ily  

and m ak e th em  co m fo r ta b le , and w anting to  l iv e  up to th e e th ic s ,  

a so r t  o f  th r ift , for  th e p r iv a te  a c tio n s  th at could  fa ce  p u b lic  sc r u t in y .

-  2  -



T o u g h n ess  m u st b e  one o f  the q u a lifica tio n s  for  th is  job , both  p r iv a te  

and p u b lic .

It w a s a b u sy  day, g e ttin g  r ea d y  to get o ff . T alked  w ith  B e s s  

about the te a  fo r  th e  John son  C ity  h o s t e s s e s ,  about going w ith  m e .  

The e v e r - s e r e n e  B e s s  - -  it  h it h er  h ard  w hen I su g g e ste d  th at sh e  

g o . Sh e has tw o s ic k  ch ild ren , w ith  both s e t s  o f  p a ren ts  out o f  tow n . 

She sa id  sh e 'd  tr y  to m ak e it ,  sh e 'd  be rea d y  b y  f iv e  i f  sh e  co u ld .

T a lk ed  w ith  J im  K etchum  about the N oah  W eb ster  p ic tu red  

It s e e m s  th at B i l l  B en ton , su p p osed  donor, in  no w is e  w ish e s  to  

p a r t w ith  h is  p ic tu r e . A bout the R uth erford  H ayes d esk , w h ich  

h a s b een  on tou r w ith  the K ennedy m e m o r a b ilia , and w h ich  now  

th e  K ennedy L ib r a r y  e x p e c ts  to  h a v e .

And th en  an hour and a h a lf s e s s io n  w ith  R ex  W hitten o f  the  

B u rea u  o f  P u b lic  R oads and J im  L a c e y  in  the Q ueen's Bed ro o m , a  

th orou gh , in tr ic a te , t ir in g  b r ie f in g  on the freew a y  that N a n cy  N e g le y  

and M rs . T obin  w ro te  m e  about that w il l  go th rou gh a p a r t o f  

B r e ck in rid g e  P a r k  and the Incarn ate W ord p ro p er ty . N an cy  had  

s ta te d  th e ir  c a s e  w e ll  - -  w ith  p ic tu r e s  o f the Sunken G arden s, h ike  

and b ik e t r a i l s , G ir l S cou ts cam p in g  a r e a . And e v e r -p a t ie n t , v e r y  

a r t ic u la te , R e x  W hitten ex p lo red  p rob ab ly  fo r  the 117th t im e  w ith  m e
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th e  p ro b lem s and th e a ltern a te  so lu tio n s  - -  the e v e r -g r o w in g  tr a ff ic  

p r o b le m s , w h ich  co n flic ted  w ith  reta in in g  a r e a s  fo r  r e c r e a t io n  and  

b e a uty . In th e  end, I s e e  no w ay out o f th is  figh t, now s ix  y e a r s  o ld , 

w ith  th e T ex a s  H ighw ay D ep artm en t, th e G overn or, and th e B u rea u  

o f P u b lic  R o a d s , and, so  R ex  W hitten s a y s , about 70% o f  th e  pop ulation  

of San  A nton io  o f the op in ion  th at th is  so lu tio n  is  the m o s t  fu n ction a l

and le a s t  dam aging.....  ,___

I a sk ed  h im  p le a s e ,  at le a s t ,  t o  m ake it  w ith  p lan tin g  as  . ’ 

p r e tty  a s  that ro a r in g  m o n ste r  o f a fr e e w a y  can  b e . '

Then a  few m o m en ts  w ith  Sandy F o x  about L yndon 's b irth d ay  

p r e se n t , and w ith  L iz  about h e r  m e m o . Take it  e a sy . M aybe w e  

can  w ork  it  o u t. A t an y  r a te , I w ill  f i l l  m y  en g a gem en ts and p ay  

out o f m y  own m o n ey  fo r  h er  or  anyone e ls e  who a d v a n ces  m e , and  

have l e s s  tr ip s  in  the fu tu re .

And th en , a t 3 :45 , a b ite  o f lu n ch . No w onder I w as so  h u n g ry !  

And lo t s  o f m a il to  s ig n  and autographing p ic tu r e s , and, at lo n g  la s t ,  

a l l  too  b r ie f  a  s e s s io n  on the f ir s t  d raft o f the sp e e c h  to  the G arden  

Club la d ie s  in  the G rand T eton s on S ep tem b er  7th .
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. W e le f t  the W hite H ouse at 5:15 - -  H elen  and G ene and B e s s  

and I - -  and w e got on the J e ts ta r  and flew  to  the ran ch . And a  very- 

s p e c ia l  fe e lin g  i t  w a s . T h is i s  the f i r s t  t im e  that I have b e e n  on a  .

J e ts ta r  on a tr ip  o f m y  ow n. . - l

It had b een  a te n s e  and try in g  d ay . E m otion s, a n g ry , sa d  or  

happy, a r e  exh au stin g  to m e . And I w as g lad  to  ju st  s i t  and rea d , 

o r  ju st  to  s i t ,  and f in a lly  have a cou p le  o f drink s and san d w ich es !

.a b o a rd . • —. . . . . .

. -We a r r iv e d  at the ran ch  b e fo re  d a rk ,-a n d  B e s s  and I d ro v e  •

in  to  Joh n son  C ity  and sa t down w ith  J e s s ie  H unter to  p lan  th e te a  

fo r  th e  h o s t e s s e s  a t th e boyhood h om e, one of m y  m a in  r e a s o n s  fo r  •'

sp en d in g  th e se  th re e  o r  four days h ere  b e fo r e  L yndon's a r r iv a l .  , /

It w as s e t  fo r  T h u rsd ay , 4  to  6 . She and B e s s  w ould  d iv id e  the  

c a l l s .  We d ec id ed  to l im it  the c ita tio n s  of a p p rec ia tio n  to 5 who  

had g iv en  the top num b er  o f h o u r s . We ch o se  th o se  to  pour te a ,  

ta lk ed  about to u rs  o f th e  h o u se, and m u s ic , the th in gs th ey  w ould  

l ik e  b e s t .

And th en  w e re tu rn ed  to  th e  ran ch  a t 9:30 , in  tim e  fo r  an  

e a r ly  b ed .


