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Tuesday, August 24th

i awoké_ éarly and started trying to _hehav_e like a General, ‘dis -
patchiné Heleh é.nd one helpei_for, a rhuch—neéded c]leanup job at the
old Sarh Johnson house, h'elfore the dirt-daubers and s'pidefs take it
as their o;nn. And Gehe and. a helper ’ch wash windows and screens |
- a_nd hos.e down or rub off the front po'rqh Walls, coveréd \;vith theA ‘<‘iu-st'~} ‘
of th.e;hot' sx.lmmer.‘ ,V»There's shrhething about cleaning up that éa;tisfies
a deeh underlylng urge in mé, no matter what hew flélcis I mové into. |
" And then, with Ja;nes; I began to look’ through the newly crea.-ted
storage ahea out in the hangar,. expe ctmg to find thg Auge;n Stables
.therhselves‘. But ih, James and Mr. Klein, with an a..ss.istvf'rorn‘ Earl
Dea.th%’ I believh, ha.gi moved in on a 'tw.o o:r;' fhree';dasr organi.‘zationahl
job. Boxesila.hellec‘i and inventofied,’ put neatly on shelx;eé, fhany -
copies of in§entory being.p?épared by Earl. | It almosh,begins to ;na‘.ke.‘ '
sense. I‘found a b.ox of old thihgs from Dillman, vah’d was h.opvel‘e'sslyi
sideﬁracked,A thok them to ‘s‘it under the oak treé in 'the ffont yard, »
and read 1et£¢rs_Lynddn had writfen mev in 1939;. 2_6 years ago. Not
in a lohé time have I felt so rich.. Not. at a _State Dinner. | Not at an
Ihaugural Ball. They were wonderful lettez;é.. All of them I will

— o keep, probably‘ in the bottommost locked 'compartrhent': of .thve A]{éhives.

.- One or two can be used on'display. In part of them he ’Vvva‘s talking =~ -
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Mill. With Charles Ethel Neal and Nell Colgyn and lovely Evelyn
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Tuesday, Auguét 24th (continued) -

“about his work as a young Congressman -- he had been in a little over

2 ye_é.rs. He was working on the dams on the Lower Colorado, and he
used .e'xpressions.l hear often today: the satisfaction of being able to
do something for people that thegr couldn't do for themselves. “ T e

. It was a fascinating morning, complete with old faded pictures S S

of me in the bluebonnets during Universify days ,. ‘a.g'ed 'a.bqvut 19, or ‘ — B el

high up in the limbs of an old live oak, or sitting on a limestone cliff

near to a pool. Some of them I think must have been out at And'e;:rsoh"s' s "

- Gampbell and Emii Crdw and Lass$ter and boys whom I c’anriot o
ampr y e ¢ » Y , o

remefnbe; except one, a fey, sort of sweet YOungster namgd .Wayhe, -
_Livgfgood, who Iate: died somewhere on‘-Cofreg.idér. |

. _And thén.when I was ldu.sty and in sho:fts, I"gof, ﬁvérd ltha't L1z
Odom was bripginglsome foreign v.isit.cvu's throu’ghb the ranch with

permission of Mr. Kellam, and did I want her to stép by the house?

This vifzot from Liz but from the guard. I said, "Bring them by for

just a moment." Liz came in, laughing and apologetic, convoying
a tiny, fragile Vietnamese lady and her husband, Jp.dge Hue of the
Sup:emé Court at Saigon, ‘arild’ another couple. Shej(is.work_ing '_on.

the Austin Committee of Let's Show Visitors from Afar America..' LR

Cm2m




- 1965

Tuesday, August 24th (continued)

" and so she was showing them a wbrking ranch. -We had a cup of coffee

in the front yard. I thought how extraordinary this must seem to them.
Later Liz said when I went out of the room for a moment Judge

Hue said, "Incredible. In our country she is the Empress. “Very in-

formal." 1 explect that was nice language for what a low-caste way

for the wife of a Chief of State to behave! But sometimes one has to’

clea.n clos ets.

We had a little pohte conversatmn and then they left And Mr.

: Kieiﬁ and I made one of our tOurs, hanging pictures, movmg things,

taking my lovely. Mexican chest, expellecl fr»o;ﬁ the office by that . -
enormcus confe:%ence. tabie dcwn to the- guesf h0use whﬁe:.re,' thocgh_ n01.:
so much at hcme. it does at least a.&d cherm aﬁd ﬂa.v;or.i"

| - And then la.te :@ the afternoon R1cha.rd Myrlck came w1th hlS '.

watercolor sketches of the proposed 11tt1e park in J ohnson C1ty, wh1ch

LIFE Magazine plans to give on the occasion of the President's

birthday and because of their interest in thé beautification pfogram,

- which I have helped along a Bit by writing”the article in LIFE., The

plans are quite simple. Ligustrum hedge screening of the deplorable
Qucnset hut stora.ge area, junk yard, and the backs of stores orna-’-_

' 4
mented by va.rlous classes. f‘F1sh 1961 lf‘ox 1959, or some such

There are already some rather good hve oa.ks, one w1th a thn trunk,
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 Tuesday, ‘August 24th (continued)

against the old limestone jail.

there. A grouping of lacy, yellow-flow ered retafnas, another of water-
A me}onfred cr_epe myrtle, and in sey_e;fal places the bright spots of color

. of the red yucca thaf bends over g'racefully; It will be especially good

Luckil;}, A W. joined us at the site. He can do more business

faster. I'd talked to him little mofe than an' hour ago in Waco. - He'd

flown and dr1ven back and we made plans w1th Mr. Mynck and A W

Thursda.y mozrning. . All the civic and legal deta1ls and the plans for

the pre s entation .

2 to sit down w1th ’che representa.tlve of LIFE, 1£ it could be worked out

I had asked Daie a_.nd Jewel to join us for dinner around the.

| pool, and Pat and Mr. Myrick, and we ‘spen't the twilight hours

riding around the ranch. So much activity! The TV tower is

being moved, and the enormous 'g'angling lines that furnish eleotrio

‘power are being put underground.. It's the most fantastic operation,

- the most wondexrful improvement. I feel like it's I who am having

—

a birthday and 'th'at's Lyndon"s' present to mel.

The cattle pens, too, are being moved up by Dale's house,

“and grading and fill has taken place betw een Mr. Klein's workehop '

and the guest house, and in front of the guest hOuse toward the s

river and on down to James_Daws s. A spec1a1 strain of Bermuda.
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Tuesday, August 24th (continued) '

grass is being sprigged in there -- better, Dale believes, that the native

Bermuda -- abundant and drouth resistant. The science of grasses is

an alluring thing for anybody who loves the ranch, and Dale told me

. just as though he were talking a‘bqut the most beautiful woman in the

world, about the 8-foot-tall grass on the right of the runway that is

 heading up so abundantly and was only planted 6 weeks ago -~ an African

strair_l, Ibelieve he said.

__We had pork chops and garden vegetables around the swimming

pool and then an early bedtime.
. ‘__N'ot an aimless day, and yet not one of great accomplishment, : ' '

but sort of replenishment to the soul.




