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T u esd a y , A u gu st 24th

I aw oke e a r ly  and s ta r ted  try in g  to  b eh ave lik e  a  G e n e ra l, d i s -

p atch in g  H elen  and one h e lp er  fo r  a m u ch -n eed ed  c lean up  job a t the  

o ld  Sam  John son  h o u se , b e fo re  the d ir t-d a u b er s  and sp id e r s  tak e i t  

a s  th e ir  ow n. -And G ene and a  h e lp e r  to w a sh  w indow s and s c r e e n s  

and h o se  down or  rub o ff the fro n t p o rch  w a lls , c o v e r e d  w ith  th e  d u st  

o f  th e  hot su m m e r . T h e re 's  so m eth in g  about c lea n in g  up th at s a t i s f ie s  

a deep  u n d erly in g  u rg e  in  m e , no m a tter  w hat new f ie ld s  I m o v e  in to .

And th en , w ith  J a m e s , I b egan  to  lo o k  th rou gh  th e n ew ly  c r e a te d  

s to r a g e  a r e a  out in  the h a n g a r , ex p ectin g  to find  th e  A ugean S ta b le s  

th e m s e lv e s .   B ut lo , J a m es  and M r. K le in , w ith  an a s s i s t  fr o m  E a r l  

D eathe, I b e l ie v e , had m oved  in  on a  two or th r e e -d a y  o r g a n iz a tio n a l  

jo b . B o x e s  la b e lle d  and in v en to r ied , put n ea tly  on s h e lv e s , m a n y  

c o p ie s  o f  in v en to ry  b e in g  p rep a red  b y  E a r l. It a lm o s t  b e g in s  to  m ak e  

s e n s e .  I found a b o x  of o ld  th ings fr o m  D illm a n , and w as h o p e le s s ly  

s id e tr a c k e d , took  th em  to s i t  under the oak tr e e  in the fro n t yard , 

and read  le t t e r s  Lyndon had w r itten  m e  in  1939, 26 y e a r s  a g o . N ot ' 

in  a lo n g  tim e  have I fe lt  so  r ic h . N ot at a S tate  D in n er . N ot a t an  

Inaugu ral B a ll .  T hey w ere  w on d erfu l le t t e r s .  A ll o f th em  I w il l  

k eep , p rob ab ly  in  the b o tto m m o st lo ck ed  com p artm en t o f th e  A r c h iv e s .  

One or  tw o can  be u sed  on d isp la y . In p a rt o f th em  he w as ta lk in g
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about h is  w ork  a s  a  young C o n g ressm a n  - -  he had b een  in  a  l i t t le  o v e r

2 y e a r s .  H e w a s w ork in g  on the d am s on the L ow er  C olorad o, and he  

u se d  e x p r e s s io n s  I h ea r  often  today: th e s a t is fa c t io n  o f b e in g  a b le  to  

do so m eth in g  for  p eo p le  th at th ey  cou ld n ’t do for  th e m s e lv e s .

It w as a  fa sc in a tin g  m o rn in g , co m p le te  w ith  o ld  faded  p ic tu r e s  

o f  m e  in  the b lu eb on n ets  during U n iv e r s ity  d a y s , aged  about 19, or  

h igh  up in  th e lim b s  of an o ld  l iv e  oak, or  s itt in g  on a  lim e s to n e  c l i f f  

n e a r  to  a p o o l. S om e o f th em  I th ink  m u st have b een  out a t A n d er so n 's  

M ill .  W ith C h a r les  E th e l N ea l and N e ll  C o lg in  and lo v e ly  E v e ly n  

C am p b ell and E m ily  C row  and G en e L a ss ater  and b o y s w hom  I cannot 

r e m e m b e r  ex cep t on e, a  fe y , so r t  o f  sw e e t  y o u n g ster  n am ed  W ayne 

L iv e rg o o d , who la te r  d ied  so m ew h ere  on C o rreg id o r .

And then  w hen I w as d u sty  and in  sh o r ts , I got w ord  th at L iz  

Odom  w as b r in g in g  so m e  fo r e ig n  v is i to r s  through the ran ch  w ith  

p e r m is s io n  o f M r. K e lla m , and did I w ant her to  stop  by th e  h o u se ?  

T h is not fr o m  L iz  but fro m  the guard . I sa id , "B ring th em  b y  for  

ju st  a m o m e n t ." L iz  cam e in , laugh ing and a p o lo g e tic , con voyin g  

a tin y , fr a g ile  V ie tn a m ese  la d y  and h er  husband. Judge Hue o f th e  

S u p rem e C ourt a t S a igon , and anoth er  co u p le . She i s  w ork ing on  

th e  A u stin  C o m m ittee  o f L e t ’s Show V is ito r s  fr o m  A far A m e r ica ,



1965

T u esd a y , A u gu st 2 4 th  (continued)

i Q

and so  sh e  w as show ing th em  a w ork ing  ra n ch . We had a  cup o f  c o ffe e  

in  th e  fron t y a rd .  I thought how ex tra o rd in a ry  th is  m u st s e e m  to  th em .

L a te r  L iz  sa id  w hen I w ent out o f the room  fo r  a  m o m en t Judge  

H ue sa id , " In cred ib le . In our cou n try  she is  the E m p r e s s . V e r y  in -  

fo r m a l."  I ex p e c t that w as n ic e  language for  w hat a  lo w -c a s te  w ay  

fo r  the w ife  o f a  C h ief o f S tate to  b eh a v e!  B ut so m e tim e s  one h a s  to  

c le a n  c lo s e t s .

We had a  l i t t le  p o lite  co n v e rsa tio n  and then  th ey  le f t .  And M r. 

K le in  and I m ad e one o f our to u r s , hanging p ic tu r e s , m ov in g  th in g s , 

tak ing  m y  lo v e ly  M ex ica n  c h e s t , e x p e lle d  fr o m  th e o ff ic e  b y  that 

en o rm o u s c o n fe r en ce  tab le  down to  th e g u est h ou se  w h e r e , though not 

so  m u ch  a t h o m e, i t  d o es  at le a s t  add ch a rm  and f la v o r .

And th en  la te  in  the a ftern oon  R ich a rd  M y rick  ca m e  w ith  h is  

w a te r c o lo r  sk e tc h e s  o f the p ro p o sed  l i t t le  p ark  in  John son  C ity , w h ich  

L IF E  M agazin e  p lan s to  g ive  on the o c c a s io n  o f the P r e s id e n t’s 

b ir th d a y  and b e c a u se  o f th e ir  in te r e s t  in  the b ea u tifica tio n  p ro g ra m , 

w h ich  I have h e lp ed  a lon g  a b it by  w r itin g  th e a r t ic le  in  L IF E , The  

p la n s a r e  quite s im p le . L ig u stru m  hedge sc r e e n in g  o f the d ep lo ra b le

Q u on set hut s to r a g e  a r e a , junk yard , and the b ack s o f s to r e s  o r n a -

m en ted  b y  various High School c la s s  e s .  "Fish 1961", "Fox 1959", or so m e  su c h . 

T h ere  a r e  a lr ea d y  so m e  ra th er  good l iv e  o a k s , one w ith  a tw in  trunk,
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th e r e .  A  grouping of la c y , y e llo w -flo w e r e d  r e ta m a s , another o f w a te r -  

m e lo n -r e d  c r e p e  m y r t le , and in  s e v e r a l  p la c e s  the b righ t sp o ts  o f c o lo r  

o f th e red  y u cca  that bend s o v er  g r a c e fu lly .  It w il l  be e s p e c ia l ly  good   

a g a in s t  th e o ld  l im e s to n e  ja i l .

L u ck ily , A . W . jo in ed  us at the s i t e .   He can  do m o r e  b u s in e s s  

fa s te r !   I'd ta lk ed  to h im  lit t le  m o r e  than an hour ago in  W aco.  H e'd  

flo w n  and d r iv en  b ack , and w e m ad e plans w ith  M r. M y rick  and A . W . 

to  s i t  down w ith  the r e p r e se n ta t iv e  o f  L IF E , i f  it  cou ld  be w ork ed  out, 

T h u rsd a y  m o r n in g .. A ll  the c iv ic  and le g a l d e ta ils  and th e p lan s fo r  

th e  p r e se n ta tio n .

I had a sk ed  D a le  and J e w e l to  jo in  us for  d inner around the  

p o o l, and P a t and M r. M yrick , and w e sp en t the tw ilig h t hou rs  

r id in g  around th e  ra n ch . So m u ch  a c tiv ity !  The TV tow er  is  

b e in g  m o v ed , and th e  en orm ou s gan glin g  l in e s  that fu rn ish  e le c tr ic  

p ow er a r e  b e in g  put un derground .  I t 's  the m o s t  fa n ta st ic  o p era tio n , 

th e m o s t  w on d erfu l im p ro v em en t.  I f e e l  lik e  it 's  I who am  having  

a b irth d ay  and th a t's  L yndon's p r e se n t  to  m e !

T he c a tt le  p e n s , to o , a r e  b e in g  m oved  up b y  D a le 's  h o u se , 

and grading and f i l l  has taken  p la c e  b etw een  M r. K le in 's  w orksh op  

and th e g u est h o u se , and in  fron t o f the g u est h ou se  tow ard  the . 

r iv e r  and on down to  J a m e s  D a v is 's .  A  s p e c ia l  s tr a in  o f  B erm u d a
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g r a s s  i s  b e in g  sp r ig g ed  in  th e r e  - -  b e tte r , D a le  b e l ie v e s ,  th at the n a tiv e  

B erm u d a  - -  abundant and drouth r e s is ta n t .  The s c ie n c e  o f g r a s s e s  i s  

an a llu r in g  th ing fo r  anybody w ho lo v e s  the ran ch , and D a le  to ld  m e  

ju s t  a s  though he w e r e  ta lk in g  about the m o s t  b eau tifu l w om an in  the  

w o rld , about th e 8 - f o o t - ta l l  g r a s s  on the r ig h t o f the runw ay th at is  

h ead in g  up so  abundantly and w as on ly  p lanted  6 w eek s  ago - -  an  A fr ica n  

s tr a in , I b e lie v e  he sa id .

W e had p ork  chops and gard en  v e g e ta b le s  around the sw im m in g  

p o o l and th en  an e a r ly  b e d t im e .

N ot an a im le s s  day, and y e t  not one o f g rea t a c co m p lish m e n t, 

but so r t  o f r ep len ish m e n t to  the so u l.
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