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W ed n esd ay , A ugust 25th

I  woke up e a r ly , b e fo r e  7 o 'c lo c k , and d rove down to  the dam , 

hoping I m ig h t s e e  the b e a v e r  or the n u tr ia . No lu ck , and an a s to n is h -  

m en t to th e S e c r e t  S e r v ic e , I am  su r e  .

W eldon S h effie ld  ca m e  in  the e a r ly  m orn in g , w ith  straw  b a sk e ts  

of fa b r ic  sa m p le s , and w e b egan  our tr e k . B ut f ir s t  w e hung our l i t t le  

H oratio , the M ex ican  p r im it iv e , above D ia z -O r d a z ’s c h e s t  in  the  

l iv in g  ro o m .

And th e n  t o  th e  g u est hou s e ,  to  m ove fu rn itu re  and p ic tu r e s  

and lam p s and tr y  to m ake the M ex ica n  c h e s t  s e t t le  in  m o r e  c o m -  

fo r ta b ly , and to  m ak e th e front p o rch  - -  so in v itin g  and y e t so  

ig n o red  a l l  th e s e  y e a r s  - -  in to  a co m fo rta b le  c en te r  fo r  su m m er  

e v e n in g s , w ith  the C h in ese  p e e l c h a ir s  and a ta b le .

And th en  w e w en t down to the L ew is  and found ju st th e  r ig h t  

b e ig e  lin en  w ith  cu te  b ra id  that w il l  h a rm o n ize  w ith  the p a in tin g  and 

M artha M ood appliq u ed  ta p e s tr y  o f cow boys and ca m p fire , hung the  

w a te r c o lo r  o f the H ye P o s to f f ic e  - -  th a t's  gettin g  to be a fam ou s  

p ie c e  o f a r c h ite c tu r e  around h e r e .

And th en  b a ck  for  lunch  b y  th e p oo l, W eldon and B e s s  and I.

We h e lic o p te r e d  o v e r  to  th e H ayw ood, stopp ing by A . W . 's to  p ick  

up M a r ia llen , and tr ie d  s lip c o v e r  m a te r ia ls .  We hope to  a c h ie v e
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a  su m m e r -h o u se  e f fe c t , ro u g h -tex tu red  w hite  u p h o ls tery , a l l  a lik e , b r ig h t, 

gay p il lo w s , a b r ig h t, gay, s ty liz e d  p ic tu re  of San M a rc o s , w h ere  L yndon  

w en t to  sc h o o l, and m aybe o ld  b o ttle s  a c r o s s  th e m a n te lp ie c e .

B ut the c lo c k  w as hot on our h e e ls ,  and w e le f t  a l i t t le  b e fo r e  4 .

And b a ck  at th e ran ch , changed the ten o r  o f the day c o m p le te ly .

We jum ped into  tow n c lo th e s , sa id  goodbye to  W eldon, and h e l i -  

co p te r ed  to  A u stin  fo r  a  s e s s io n  w ith  M ax B ro o k s, R oy  W hite, D avid  

Graeber, and la te r  B i l l  H eath  jo in ed  u s , to  ex p lo re  th e b e s t  a r c h ite c ts

to  find  th e N u m b er O ne m an fo r  the John son  L ib r a r y . I a lw a y s l ook  

to  M ax B ro o k s' f ir m  a s  m y  r e a l  stan d b y s, and, happily , th ey  a re  

th e U n iv e r s ity  a r c h ite c ts  at p r e se n t . So w e a ll  a g reed  that to  a tta ch  

so m e  p r e s t ig io u s, n a tion a lly -k n ow n  nam e w ould be good .

I to o k  a lon g  m y  th re e  b lu e  b ook s of a r c h ite c ts '  w ork s th at T om  

W atson  had g iv en  m e . I had b een  doing ra th er  th orough  r e s e a r c h  on  

i t .   Though I find co n tem p o ra ry  a r c h ite c ts  hard to sw a llo w , I th ink  

fo r  th is  b u ild in g  w e m u st lo o k  tow ard  th e co n tem p o ra ry , though, o f  

c o u r se , th er e  m u st be a  m a r r ia g e  w ith  the s i t e  f ir s t  and w ith  the 

r e s t  o f  th e U n iv e r s ity  cam p u s, seco n d .

I w anted  to  ex p lo re  P h ilip  Joh n son .  I l ik e  so  m u ch  h is  A m on  

C a rter  M u seu m  and the l i t t le  D um barton O aks p a v ilio n , but I  am  

f la b b e rg a ste d  b y  h is  own g la s s  h ou se  and a church  w ith  a  top and
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^  and no w a lls .

W e a l l  a g r ee d  on th e f ir m  of S k id m o re , Owings and M e r r ill , I 

go in g  on ly  b y  the judgm ent o f a l l  the p eop le  w h o se  ta s te  I va lu e  and by  

no p e r so n a l k n ow led ge, and the head  m an in  it  w ould  b e  G ordon B u n sh a ft.

/■, C P ^
W e ta lk ed  about S a a r in en 's  f ir m , Y am a sa k i , I .  M. P e i , and a  

W est C oast f ir m  c a lle d  Wur s t er , B e rn ard i and E m m on s .  We wound  

up b y  M ax h avin g  the job o f finding p ic tu re s  o f so m e  of the b e s t  b u ild in g s  

th is  l a s t  f ir m  h a s  produ ced  t o  show to  m e , and the d e c is io n  to  s e t  a s id e  -  

s e v e r a l  d ays fo r  tr ip s  so m e  tim e  during O ctob er to  s e e  th e th r e e  o u t-  

stan d in g  P r e s id e n t ia l  L ib r a r ie s ,  I am  ea g er  to  s e e  P r e s id e n t  E is e n -  

h o w e r 's  - -  I have n e v e r  s e e n  i t .  N one of M ax's f ir m  has s e e n  a n y  o f  

th e L ib r a r ie s .   T hey could  w e ll  do the r e s e a r c h  in  depth, both  w ith  , 

th e  C u rators th e r e  and w ith  G rover  in  W ashington .

M ax h as a lr ea d y  begun w ith  a  th ick  m im eo g ra p h ed  sh e a f  p rep a red  

b y  G ro v er  a s  to  th e req u ir em en ts  o f  a P r e s id e n t ia l L ib r a r y .

And th en  an oth er tr ip  w ould b e  to s e e  the outstan din g b u ild in gs  

o f  th e s e  s e v e r a l  a r c h ite c t s , to tr y  to  find one w ith  illu s tr io u s  na m e , 

who is  e a s y  to  w ork  w ith  and who can  fa l l  in  lo v e  w ith  a p r o je c t o f  the 

L ib r a r y  a t th e end o f the ax is  fa c in g  the m a in  bu ild in g  o f th e U n iv e r s ity .

It w a s about a  tw o and a h a lf hour s e s s io n .  '

And th en  w e w en t down to  the H ea d lin ers , w hich  a lw a y s s p e lls
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fun to  m e , w h ere  we m e t our h o s t, J e s s e ,  th e an chorm an  in  m y  l i f e ,  and  

M a rie tta  B ro o k s and M ary  W hite and W ill E dw ard and Liz O d om . I a m  

p a r tic u la r ly  g lad  for  B e s s  to  have a n ight o ff in  gay youn gfolks su rro u n d in g s. 

W ork at the ran ch  w ith  m e  is  not the m o s t  g lit ter in g  th in g .

And s h e 's  b een  try in g  to  tu rn  to m o rro w 's  te a  for  the h o s t e s s e s  

fr o m  th e boyhood h om e in to  a r e a l  s p e c ia l  a ffa ir .

J e s s e  took  u s to M i C a sa  e s  Su C a sa  for  a M ex ica n  d in n er .  I 

sa t  n ex t to  W ill O dom  and ta lk e d  to h im  a b ou t h i s  w or k  on th e P a r k s
- -V

B o a r d ,  in  w h ich  he i s  v ita l ly  in te r e s te d . He sa id , "We a r e  not th ink ing  

fo r  to d a y . W e a r e  th inking for  50 y e a r s  fro m  n o w ."  J u st th e  s o r t  o f  

p h ilo so p h y  the P a r k s  B oard  ought to  have!

W e ta lk ed  about the Big  Th ick et in  E a s t  T ex a s , in  w h ich  th er e  

a r e  s t i l l  a  few In d ian s, liv in g  c o m p le te ly  sep a ra ted  fr o m  the w o r ld , 

in  th e  m o s t  in su la ted  b a c k w a te r .  W ill w o r r ie s  about th em , th in k s in  

g e n e r a l w e have done a ll  Indians a d is s e r v ic e  b y  not b r in g in g  th em  

in to  the m a in s tr e a m  o f A m e r ica n  l i f e .   I w as p le a se d  to  h ear  h im  

show  so  m u ch  w arm th  and d isc e r n m e n t and in te r e s t .

T he p la c e  i s  a b so lu te ly  ch a rm in g . A tm o sp h ere  w ith  a  c a p ita l A .

A  b a lco n y  w ith  w rought iro n , a h ea v y  o ld  ca rv ed  door fr o m  M e x ic o ,  

ca c tu s  and y u cca  in  th e p a tio , and a  d e lic io u s , en orm ou s M ex ican  

m e a l, the f i r s t  ta c o s  in  m o n th s . T h is liv in g  in  the W hite H ou se
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m e a n s  th at I a lm o s t  n e v e r  go out to  d in n er, so  it ' s  a r e d - le t te r  n igh t  

w hen I d o .

On th e  w a y  out we m e t so m e  to u r is ts  fr o m  G reen sb o ro , N orth  

C a ro lin a , who w e r e  su r p r ise d  and p le a se d  to s e e  m e , and who had  

s e e n  m e  a t a p o li t ic a l  r a l ly  in  G reen sb o ro .

W e s ta r te d  to  B e r g s tr o m  A ir  F o r c e  B a s e , the S e c r e t  S e r v ic e  

lo s t  th e  w ay , and w e headed  fo r  the M u nicip a l A ir p o r t.  I ca m e to  

 w h en  w e  w e r e  about on 19th o r  20th S tr e e ts  —  w e should  h ave s ta y ed
1 J

on 7th - -  and I th ought how glad  I w as for  on ce  that Lyndon w a sn ’t  

w ith  m e .  The a ir  w ould  have b e e n  b lu e , but I cou ld  afford  to  lo s e

 ^
th e  30 m in u tes  o f  "s ig h tse e in g " t im e .

A s w e flew  h o m e, I look ed  down o v er  the L ew is  p la c e  a t the  

sm o u ld er in g  em b e r s  o f th e  b ru sh  f ir e .   We had gotten  new s o f the 

f ir e  in  the m id d le  o f the a ftern oon , and D a le , C la ren ce , a l l  of th e  

w o rk  fo r c e , d e se r te d  the h ou se  and had gone o v er  to  figh t i t .   L a ter  

I had h ea rd  th ey  had had the f ir e  d ep artm en t - -  v o lu n teer , th ey  a r e  - -  

 fr o m  Joh n son  C ity  and S to n ew a ll. It had c o v ered  about 10 a c r e s .

T h ey  thought th ey  had it  under co n tro l b y  now , but 15 m en  w e r e  

sp end in g  the n igh t guarding i t .   A  fr ig h ten in g  th in g , but i t ’s a  tim e  

th at ta k es  you b a ck  to  th e fr o n tie r  and n e ig h b o rs , r e g a r d le s s  o f th e ir

I d if fe r e n c e s  or  w hat th e ir  job o f th e  day i s ,  p itch  in  to g eth er  to fig h t i t .
t  ' . . ■ . ■ .
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