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Saturday, August 28th

The last of the golden .summer weekends. It has been a k

wonderful summer. Many trlps to the ranch and Camp Dav1d

‘Not enough 1slands of peace in it, to be sure, and somet1mes I

- think the world is too much with us, soon and late. : Getting and

striving, we/\wa te our days .“
But. gett1ng and str1v1ng is : the sm;ff of 11£e to Lyndon. All
mormng he was on the phone, with each call rest1ve to get off and

into the pool by 11 o clock He said, ”Don't you want to swim with |
7 . . N

me?" I have too broad a strain of Martha I said, _”No, I’ve got

{

to finish planmng where everybody s going to be." A gre it
. 1nﬂux of guests were commg Dean and V1rg1n1a Rusk the

APostmaster General and Mary Gronowski, the Larry O'Briens’

and their son and Bill MOyers on the first courier around '1:730.‘
'And then ;ch.evGoldbAergs. are coming in at rnidnight. : And sorne
tirne around 9 o.';‘clock‘ at night my j}ery special friend J1m Webb) | .
and Dr. S_ear.nan.v» - o
With ;due regard to rank and'comfort'and closeness, where‘ |

to place everybody'.‘ I thought of the old Sam Johnson honse; We

',nmﬂSwpmﬂmgﬁﬂmbhmﬂMm--masmmwtwwmﬁm It

would have to be somebody special, to my thmkmg, ‘to stay
W

L there. I am fond of the old place, and it ha.s rank -- at least

in'vmy' opinion! .So I wouid love to put the Rusks‘}:here, ‘the.frrsvt :
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Saturday, August 28th (coﬁtinﬁéd) |

ones to spend the night in it. A Georgian, he would understand the |
" old place. And he's our top-ranking guest.
' On the other hand, there is no air conditioning." Has that =

| become a requirement of life like clothing and shelter? I am

afraid so, so I ruled out the Rusks.

. And my next spe"cial favorite people would be my own

children, so I routed them out of their room, Luci and her gu‘é‘st,

Helene, makingr a spe@ial a».dv'ent\i:re‘o.f it for them. The first
| | L T

night anyone would have Spent in the house. .

And went ti'_lrough the reliable routine of giving the Rusks .

- the master guest room.upstairs‘ and saving the Gay Room for the

‘ Goidbergs, putting the'Gronow skis in the children's.room and the

Larry O'Briens in the new trailer down the way, making sure

' there was a guest room each for Dr. Seaman and Dr. Webb at -

the guést house, and Bill Moyers could be the roommate of Jake

Jacobsen.
" Liz and Bess are anxious to leave by the first courier
possibility. Bess has a room, and Liz could either go up and

be Jewel's guest for the night or they could both go to the Lewis

‘*plaée. Sometimes it gets to be quite a juggling feat.
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"Saturday, August 28th (continued)

About 11:30' invthe morning Sthe oldtime frieﬁds dfave up .
A, W and Mélviﬁ" Winters 'a;nd B’iil "Allen and Cebii i.luby".and Dewitt
_ G;reer of the Texas Highwa'y Departmént, to wifriess thév‘si.gningl
on the frc;nt pc;rch of ;), highway‘ cqnstruéﬁo’n bill. | _Theie i_;vas |
no press. My lovely léa;ther_;topped bﬁdge tabie in the li\fing |
room is being ha.uléd out Ol;\tO the front pbrcﬁ more'a;nd"rhbre for
bill signings t.h'e.s'e.da.y.s,.v | ‘ o o ‘_ . . ;
| Lyndon gave."chem. a p'ein. »Ia‘nd then fhey rode ar§ﬁhd énﬁ}! .
AR of cibul;sé, .he a‘s‘ked_ ;:hgm‘for lunch. I ha-d.made cefta.in thét our
guésts é.rriwlring}at 1:30 would ha.\.re" 1u¥nchedh én tﬁe blané, and an - | '
extra fiv.e was n§ ‘problem. But it is quite true that‘ the s'helgr
10gﬁs£"1cs of where to bed and what‘to feed people is a tifrief
coﬁsurﬁing’ thing he:fe at tl;ze .ra.nch, and I ;noulci like to d»evisie  1
a svpecia.l medal for James a‘.nt;ivMairy and Ge_rtrude é‘hd, of _
couise, for Zephy‘r - for'everybody who works with ué tAhrc»nigh.i‘
the years. ‘ | |
At lunch Lyndon gave an hilarioﬁé des_cription'of 'offeriﬁg
of communion in his little Christian Chuich in Johnson City to
our. a.ssenﬁble& group j:he iast'time we'd. been. Arthur and D'o‘roth_y' -

Goldbe.r'g and their son and his fiancé had been ar:_ciorig the crowd, o

not to mention a clutch of Catholiés, some 6 or so} Califanos, ,
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Saturday, August 28th (continued)

Jake J abcdbse.x»:‘x', péséibly fhe .Valéntis. | I_..yndonfis a born ;tory- ,
teller. And you could sée how'M-r. ‘Terry, ‘as‘ he went down the - f e
liné oﬁering the wine é.fxd the bread, became more and‘ more
puzzIe"d‘and not.'sure what sort o£>£011.<s he Was dealing with, S caEl T
‘as one after one tﬁey shapk their heads.
o burihg t‘:he. morniﬁg Lynda calleci P._am' é.nd had éﬁe shattering
o E n.e§§s that Pam \.na‘s.gOing to be ma.rriéd wi‘1.:hi‘n»a week. Or}e b.Y one
' hel-' good fﬁendé are marrying, and here éﬁe is, ll'xa.sti lé ;a.nd. |  ;
: <> ' still wifﬁout a ring! | Of course, a .ripéle« of fgé.r went throl}‘gh_i;&-
' me that she should _evér make her own <.ie-c‘ision to tﬁar;y on suqh
¢ 2 wave of emétiqn', ’t'hinking“ she \;vas .b'eing left. behind.. She wént;
‘jin to Austin, taking Helén with her, to move her things int_.o' the .
. Theta house .aﬁd to prepare for school, which begins S'ept.embe’r thh.
Anci fhen v?e w.ere. all out é.t the airport to grvee‘t‘the éﬁestbs; |
o I could hardly realize tﬁat it wa.sb Virginia's first time ddwn here.
Deaﬁ has; beeﬁ quite seve.ral times, but; aé shei explaif;s it, hef '
cal‘é'ridé.r bécomes vei'y full far éhea.d, .bécause.s‘;he goes to
every one of the National Days_"of the 117 o.r s0 co'ur.ﬂ.:riesv.‘ He
excuses himsélf from'going'to an'y.vby her faithful fresencé.
And 1t waé the l_»:tfirs‘t‘:j fime, tqo,‘ ,fyor_} bothrt.h%e Q‘B_J;_igns‘ and :
the dronovép skis. And 1 wé.é ‘vevry m\icllx;w-av.:'t:ev-;chét 1n é. w)a.yi 1t ' )
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I s_till db not know the ca'use of the tuimoil.

hovering above A. W. 's ranch, almost in the middle of what
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Saturday, 'Augusf: 28th (continued) -

© was.a touchy situation, the Gronowskis about to leave the Cabinet to

become Ambassador to Poland and the O'Briens about to enter the
Cabinet, and I did not know how much either knew about the other's "

situaj:ion. I go through life happily playing ignorance, and often

‘being ignorant.

When Bill Moyers emerged from the plane I kissed him.

The men talked in the affernoon, and then very late, after

they had been waiting a long time in the Bedrooin, the doctor and_

- two helpers, _they'got their patient, Lyndon, and operafed on his

- ~hand, removing a skin cancer, this time a fairly sizable one, as

big as one of my fingernails and ‘much thicker. He,A;poor lamb,

'was lying up there complaining not a bit. -

And firié,lly we were loose and the day was his and we _

were doing 'whé.t he wan_téd to do -- thatis, get on thelboabt,. :

watch Vicky or someone ski, and look at the sunset.

 Itook Virginia and Elva -and‘Mary and Jes s'é Kellam in

. one helicopter, and we headed for the Coca Cola ranch, précéded

by the men.. The sky was black and full of storm clouds, and I

was not too comfortable. I-could éee I.Jyn'd.-o'rrlv's'hélicc_)ptef; e
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Saturday, Auguét 28th (continued)

lo’ok'ed like a.'1:ain sf;or_m, the most \%;e_lcome th1ng that could hvap;.):e.n :
' to this starved country, but NOT with the President in the middle of
 the 'turbule‘nce.. .‘ . | |
| They t‘a‘ea.t us 'tov the Coca .Colé. ra,nch.' I ﬁas busy p‘oir;ting
;out' to the ladies all a.léﬁg the tqfkey ranchés, 'the éranite'butc_ropping, -
thé'nearly dry Pedernales, and thé time\vnorn‘h:;‘lls, a}_nd.the“jir were |

‘thrilled enough to make me happy.

Just a moment or two after we got there the still water

Begén to get choppy, and theAn: mofe and more ch;)ppy,' 'quite wﬂd, .
. in fact. - Vicky tried water ski-ing and gof rather a bad falll,. and
that was the end of watér skifiﬁg for the day, s0 we ali got on:‘
' thé big boat iﬁd réfre.nched’to thé beacl; hon;xse.i o
- Virginia was a little‘ unéte@dy on the boat. She does no£
» .likeb hgightsor.' motion. thé,t a -good sport ‘she.'s had to'l;e in her
life .\ All the airplane‘;cravel, all the str.an'g‘e péépig, and whé.t'.' :
.mL}St Iia.ve be‘en the éohstan_t ;,‘bs.ence ovf D‘e.a.n‘. Somehow hé “ |
' manageé to have the éw eetest t;;vinkling smile. 'T.he.cor.riers
qf his mouth go up and his eyeé aétuaily tWinkle'. ."His. patieﬁce A
. is phenomenal. I su.ppo‘s'e thaf. must b_e. one of the first vre‘qu-ivsites
“ofa Aiplom'at;_' | |
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Saturday, Augﬁ.st 28th (continued)

Larry and Elva, gay and ea,s'y to be around, had an air of

‘excitement. I am sure this must mean recognition to them. I L e

reépect them a.ﬁd énjoy thém and am gratified tha.it his very conéide;able
: tééhnical skill'has .been tra.‘ns:feri:_'ed from the Kenne&'y Administrafion | o
td the J ohnson.'Ad.min_i_strati‘on unimpéired, as us?;:a.l and as 1ovya.1.‘ -
‘ Ar;d' thié ié a éelicate 0pefation;' |
| The sky iﬁaé ’a d;rama to watch. Stor_m élouds ali 6ver, 'you‘ :
cbula see ra.1nfa111ng s.eveb;'all plagés én thé horizon. The litflé |
’ ’w - sicklé 6f a new moon 1 could not see at all. -
| ' We; w‘é're‘ba.ck at the Haywood house By. 9 for a mpst
_délicioug diﬁnéf. .Stea.k., and corn from our own £ié1dé, 'é.ﬁd beans
fro'm. our ga,:‘rdven’, : torr.xa,toes'from 6\11‘ neighbgr "'Sultem‘%i;-’,‘." and
latér, Stonewall peaches, probaBly ._a. b.irthday .gift also, and '» .
biithd;y cake. - " |
B The singl:é eXceptioﬁ to Lyndon's“ ebuﬁient good ‘hea.lth'
is that gquiﬁg wéight, and he enjoyé food so r‘nuc'h‘th‘a.t I doﬁ't
have the heart or the feminine wit or the toughnésé to tr"y'to
rlna.‘k'e him take SEGO iﬁsteéd of the 4i¢e -cream and chocolate
sauce and homemade cookies he enjoys so mucf;. o '
@ _ " Dr. 'S"éa_manf andDr Wei)b decided not to jo‘in_l.\'ls'.‘. They . )
“ a;:i;z;iQed Soﬁe 1':imer aiter 9,".1 féﬁ.n_("l. AndLuc1and Helenea.nd

R
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",Saturday, August 28th (continued) |

'Paftv:‘ never did join us. They w'ént ‘instead. to the Johnsop City rodeo, . '
‘I foﬁnd ou;t la;ter.' " They énjoyevd it hiiariously,_ and were full of .

taie_s about the bé,l;#el races and the little children chasing rth‘eir ~
: éalves . | |

'After dinner we saw A President's Country. The noises of

nattir; are so good.in it-I.dop't see héw they'are going to dub m
souﬁd without losiﬁg something. Bécause our guests seemevd.to '
iiké it, I was pu.rriné \;vith pleé.sﬁfe'. _ |
'“J . 'I W"e ';r:eturned to.the ran;:h a littie before .11.. For me 1tha.d
j_begn a.‘long day," so I asked Jake iflhe would take my place in
greetiné the Goldberg§ at midnight. |
| And then, with Ly.-ndon' étill on ’the phone, ta.iking with
seéretaz;ies; getting a massage, I retreated‘ to Athe back roo.mb
with Lynda' Bird and we cufled ﬁp tqbgetl;evr forb the bes‘t night's

sleep I had had in weeks.




