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S aturd ay , A u gu st 28th

T he la s t  o f the go lden  .su m m er w eek en d s. It has b e e n  a 

■wonderful su m m e r . M any tr ip s  to  the ran ch  and Cam p D a v id ,

N ot enough is la n d s  o f p ea ce  in  it ,  to  be su r e , and s o m e t im e s  I

th in k  "th e w o r ld  i s  too m u ch  w ith  u s , soon  and la te .   G ettin g  and  

s tr iv in g , w e  lay wa s te  our d a y s ."

B ut gettin g  and s tr iv in g  i s  the stu ff  o f l i f e  to  L yndon .  A ll  

m o rn in g  he w as on th e phone, w ith  ea ch  c a ll  r e s t iv e  to  g e t o ff and  

into the p o o l b y  11 o ’c lo c k .  He sa id , "D on't you w ant to  sw im  w ith

m e ? "   I have too  b road  a s tr a in  o f M artha.  I sa id , "No, I ’v e  got
'

to  f in ish  p lan nin g w h ere  ev ery b o d y 's  going to b e ."   A  g r e at  

in flu x  o f g u e s ts  w e r e  co m in g .  D ean  and V irg in ia  R u sk , the  

P o s tm a s te r  G en era l and M ary  G ronow ski, th e L a r r y  O 'B r ien s  

and th e ir  so n  and B i l l  M o y ers  on the f ir s t  c o u r ie r  around 1:30.

And th en  th e G old b ergs a r e  com in g  in  a t m id n igh t.  And so m e  . 

t im e  around 9 o 'c lo c k  a t n igh t m y  v e r y  s p e c ia l  fr ien d  J im  W ebb  

and D r . S ea m a n .

W ith due reg a rd  to rank and co m fo rt and c lo s e n e s s ,  w h e r e  

to  p la c e  ev ery b o d y . I thought o f the old  S am  Joh n son  h o u se . We 

m u st  stop  c a llin g  it  the b ir th p la ce  - -  that sounds too  stu ffy .  It 

w ould  h ave to  be so m eb od y  s p e c ia l , to  m y  th inking, to  s ta y  

th e r e . I am  fond o f the o ld  p la c e , and i t  has "rank" - -  a t le a s t  

in  m y  op in ion!  So I w ould lo v e  to  put th e  R u sk s th e r e , the f ir s t
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o n es  to  sp en d  th e n igh t in  i t .   A  G eorg ian , he w ould  u n d erstan d  the  

o ld  p la c e .  And h e 's  our to p -ra n k in g  g u e s t. - -

On th e o th er  hand, th er e  i s  no a ir  con d ition in g .  H as th at  

b e c o m e  a req u ir em en t o f l i f e  lik e  c lo th in g  and s h e lte r ?   I a m  

a fr a id  so , so  I ru led  out the R u s k s .

And m y  n ex t s p e c ia l  fa v o r ite  p eop le  w ould  b e  m y  own  

c h ild re n , so  I  rou ted  th em  out of th e ir  ro o m , L u c i and h e r  g u e s t  

H e le n e , m ak in g  a s p e c ia l  adventure o f i t  for  th em .  The f i r s t  

nigh t anyone w ould have sp en t in  the h o u se! 7

And w en t through the r e lia b le  rou tin e  o f  g iv in g  the R u sk s  

the m a s te r  g u e s t  ro o m  u p sta ir s  and sa v in g  th e G ay R oom  fo r  th e  

G o ld b erg s , putting the G ron ow sk is in  th e c h ild re n 's  ro o m  and the  

L a r r y  O 'B r ien s  in  the new tr a ile r  down th e w ay, m ak in g  su r e  

th e r e  w as a g u e s t room  ea ch  fo r  D r . S eam an  and D r . Webb at 

th e  g u est h o u se , and. B i l l  M o y ers  cou ld  be the ro o m m a te  o f  Jak e  

J a c o b se n .

L iz  and B e s s  a r e  anxiou s to le a v e  by the f ir s t  c o u r ie r  

p o s s ib i l i ty .  B e s s  h a s a ro o m , and L iz  cou ld  e ith er  go up and  

b e  J e w e l's  g u e s t fo r  the n ight or th ey  could  both go to the L ew is  

^0 p la c e . S o m e tim e s  it  g e ts  to  be qu ite a ju ggling  fe a t .
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A bout 11:30 in  the m orn in g  so m e  o ld tim e  fr ien d s  d rove up. 

A . W . and M elv in  W in ters and B i l l  A lle n  and C e c il R uby and D ew itt  

G r ee r  of th e T ex a s H ighw ay D ep artm en t, to  w itn e s s  the s ig n in g  

on  the fro n t p o rch  o f a h ighw ay c o n stru c tio n  b i l l .  T h ere w as  

no p r e s s .  M y lo v e ly  le a th e r -to p p e d  b r id ge  tab le  in  the liv in g  

r o o m  is  b e in g  hau led  out onto the fron t p orch  m o r e  and m o r e  fo r  

b il l  s ig n in g s  th e s e  d a y s!

L yndon gave th em  a  pen , and then th ey  rod e around and, 

o f c o u r se , he a sk ed  th em  for  lu n ch . I had m ad e c e r ta in  that our  

g u e s ts  a r r iv in g  a t 1:30 w ould  have lunch ed  on the p lan e, and an  

ex tr a  f iv e  w as no p r o b le m . B ut i t  i s  quite tru e  that the sh e e r  

lo g is t ic s  o f w h ere  to  bed  and w hat to feed  p eop le  is  a  t im e -  

co n su m in g  th ing h e r e  at th e ra n ch , and I w ould  lik e  to  d e v is e  

a s p e c ia l  m ed a l fo r  J a m e s  and M ary  and G ertru de and, o f  

c o u r se , fo r  Z ephyr - - f o r  every b o d y  who w ork s w ith  u s throu gh  

th e  y e a r s .

A t lu n ch  Lyndon gave an h ila r io u s  d e sc r ip t io n  o f o ffer in g  

o f  com m u n ion  in  h is  l i t t le  C h ristia n  C hurch in  John son  C ity  to 

our a s se m b le d  group the la s t  t im e  w e'd  b een . A rthur and D orothy  

G old berg and th e ir  son  and h is  f ia n c e  had b e e n  am ong the crow d , 

not to m en tio n  a c lu tch  o f C a th o lic s , so m e  6 or s o ; C a lifa n o s,
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Jake J a c o b sen , p o s s ib ly  the V a le n tis . Lyndon i s  a b orn  s to r y -
T

t e l l e r .  And you cou ld  s e e  how M r. T er r y , a s  he w ent down the  

l in e  o ffer in g  the w ine and the b rea d , b eca m e  m o re  and m o r e  

p u zz led  and not su r e  w hat so r t  o f fo lk s  he w as d ea lin g  w ith , 

a s  one a fte r  one th ey  sh ook  th e ir  h ea d s .

D u rin g  th e  m orn in g  Lynda c a lle d  P a m  and had the sh a tter in g  

n ew s that P a m  w a s go ing  to  b e  m a r r ie d  w ith in  a  w eek . One b y  one  

h er  good fr ie n d s  a r e  m a r r y in g , and h e r e  sh e  i s ,  p a st 16 and  

s t i l l  w ith out a  r in g ! O f c o u r se , a  r ip p le  o f fe a r  w ent through  

m e  th at sh e  sh ou ld  e v e r  m ake h er  own d e c is io n  to  m a r r y  on such  

a w a v e  o f em o tio n , th inking sh e  w a s b e in g  le f t  b eh in d . She w en t 

in  to  A u stin , tak ing  H elen  w ith  h e r , to m o v e  h er  th ings in to  the  

T heta  h o u se  and to  p rep a re  fo r  sc h o o l, w h ich  b eg in s  S ep tem b er  20th .

And th en  w e w e r e  a l l  out a t  the a irp o r t to  g r e e t  the g u e s ts .

I cou ld  h a rd ly  r e a l iz e  that i t  w as V ir g in ia 's  f ir s t  t im e  down h e r e .  

D ean  h as b een  qu ite s e v e r a l  t im e s ,  but, a s  sh e  exp la in s i t ,  h er  

ca len d a r  b e c o m e s  v e r y  fu ll far  ahead , b e c a u se  sh e  g o es  to  

e v e r y  one o f  th e N a tio n a l D ays o f th e 117 or so  c o u n tr ie s . He 

e x c u se s  h im s e lf  fr o m  going to  any b y  h er  fa ith fu l p r e s e n c e .

And it  w a s the f ir s t  t im e , to o , fo r  both  the O ’B r ie n s  and 

th e  G ro n o w sk is . And I w as v e r y  m uch aw are  th at in  a w a y  it  
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w as a  tou ch y  s itu a tio n , the G ron ow sk is about to le a v e  the C abin et to  

b e c o m e  A m b a ssa d o r  to  P o lan d  and the O 'B r ien s  about to en ter  the  

C abinet, and I did not know how m u ch  e ith e r  knew about th e o th e r 's  

s itu a tio n . I go through l if e  h ap p ily  p lay in g  ig n o ra n ce , and o ften  

b e in g  ig n o ra n t.

W hen B i l l  M o y ers  e m e rg e d  fr o m  th e  p lan e  I k is s e d  h im .

I s t i l l  do not know the ca u se  o f the tu r m o il.

T he m en  ta lk ed  in  th e a ftern oon , and th en  v e r y  la te , a fter  

th ey  had b e e n  w a itin g  a lon g  t im e  in the b ed ro o m , th e d o cto r  and  

tw o h e lp e r s , th ey  got th e ir  p a tien t, Lyndon, and o p era ted  on  h is  

hand, rem o v in g  a  sk in  c a n c er , th is  tim e  a fa ir ly  s iz a b le  o n e , a s  

b ig  a s  one o f m y  fin g er n a ils  and m u ch  th ic k e r . H e, poor la m b , 

w a s ly in g  up th er e  com p la in in g  not a b it .

And f in a lly  w e w e r e  lo o s e  and the day w as h is  and w e  

w e r e  doing w hat he w anted to  do - -  that i s ,  get on th e boat, 

w atch  V ick y  or  so m eo n e  sk i, and lo o k  at the su n se t .

I took  V ir g in ia  and E lva  and M ary and J e s s e  K e lla m  in  

one h e lic o p te r , and w e headed  for  the C oca C ola ranch , p r e ce d e d  

b y  th e m en . The sk y  w as b la ck  and fu ll o f s to r m  c lo u d s , and I 

w a s n o t too  c o m fo r ta b le . I could  s e e  L yndon's h e lic o p ter

h o v er in g  above A . W .’s ranch , a lm o s t  in  th e m id d le  o f w hat
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lo o k ed  lik e  a  r a in  s to r m , th e m o s t  w e lco m e  th in g  th at cou ld  happen  

to  th is  s ta r v e d  country , but NOT w ith  the P r e s id e n t  in  th e m id d le  of 

th e  tu rb u len ce .

T h ey  b ea t u s to  the C oca C ola  ran ch . I w as b u sy  poin tin g  

out to  th e la d ie s  a l l  a lon g  the tu rk ey  r a n c h e s , th e g ra n ite  ou tcrop p in g , 

th e  n e a r ly  d ry  P e d e r n a le s , and th e  tim ew o rn  h i l l s ,  and th e y  w e r e  

th r il le d  enough to  m ak e m e  happy.

J u s t  a  m o m en t or tw o a fter  w e got th e r e  the s t i l l  w a ter  

b eg a n  to  g et choppy, and th en  m o r e  and m o r e  choppy, qu ite w ild , 

in  fa c t . V ick y  tr ie d  w a ter  s k i i n g  and got ra th er  a  bad fa l l ,  and  

that w a s th e end o f  w a ter  s k i i n g  for  the day, so  w e a l l  got on  

th e b ig  b oat and r e tre n c h e d  to th e  b ea ch  h o u se .

V ir g in ia  w as a l i t t le  u n stea d y  on the b o a t. She d o e s  not 

l ik e  h e ig h ts  or  m o tio n . W hat a good sp o rt sh e 's  had to  b e  in  h er  

l i f e ! A ll the a irp la n e  tr a v e l, a l l  the s tra n g e  p eo p le , and w hat 

m u st  have b een  the con stan t a b se n c e  o f D ea n . Som ehow  he  

m a n a g es  to  have the s w e e te s t  tw in k lin g  s m ile .  The c o r n e r s  

o f h is  m outh  go up and h is  e y e s  a c tu a lly  tw in k le . H is p a tien ce  

i s  p h en om en a l. I su p p o se  th at m u st be one o f  th e f ir s t  r e q u is ite s  

of a d ip lo m a t.
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L a r r y  and E lv a , gay and e a sy  to  be around, had an a ir  o f  

e x c ite m e n t , I am  su r e  th is  m u st m ean  reco g n it io n  to th em .  I 

r e s p e c t  th em  and en joy  th em  and am  g r a tified  that h is  v e r y  c o n s id e r a b le  

te c h n ic a l s k i l l  h as b een  tr a n s fe r r e d  fro m  the K ennedy A d m in is tra tio n  

to  th e  Joh n son  A d m in istra tio n  u n im p aired , a s  u su a l and a s  lo y a l.

And th is  i s  a d e lic a te  o p era tio n .

T he sk y  w a s a d ram a to  w a tch . S to rm  clou d s a l l  o v e r , you  

cou ld  s e e  r a in  fa ll in g  s e v e r a l  p la c e s  on the h o r iz o n . The l i t t le  

s ic k le  o f a new m oon  I cou ld  not s e e  at a l l .
•V

We w e r e  b a ck  at the H ayw ood h ou se  b y  9 fo r  a m o s t  

d e lic io u s  d in n er .  S teak , and co rn  fr o m  our own f ie ld s ,  and b ean s  

fr o m  our gard en , to m a to es  fr o m  our n eigh b or S u ltem e ie r ,  and  

la te r ,  S to n ew a ll p e a c h e s , p rob ab ly  a  b irth day  g ift a ls o , and  

b ir th d a y  ca k e .

T he s in g le  ex cep tio n  to L yndon's eb u llien t good h ea lth  

i s  that grow in g  w eig h t, and he en joys food so  m u ch  that I don't 

have th e h e a r t or th e fem in in e  w it o r  the tou gh n ess to  tr y  to  

m ak e h im  tak e SEGO in stea d  o f the ic e - c r e a m  and ch o co la te  

sa u ce  and h om em ad e c o o k ie s  he en joys so  m u ch .

D r . S ea m a n  and D r . Webb d ec id ed  not to  jo in  u s . T h ey  

a r r iv e d  so m e  tim e  a fter  9, I found. And L u ci and H elen e  and
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P a t n e v e r  did jo in  u s . T hey w en t in stea d  to the Johnson  C ity  ro d eo , 

I found out la t e r .  T hey  enjoyed  it  h ila r io u s ly , and w e r e  fu ll o f  

ta le s  about th e b a r r e l  r a c e s  and th e l i t t le  ch ild ren  ch a sin g  th e ir  

c a lv e s .

A fter  d in ner w e saw A P r e s id e n t 's  C ou n try . The n o is e s  o f  

n atu re  a r e  so  good, in  it  I don’t  s e e  how th ey  a r e  going to dub in  

sound w ith out lo s in g  so m eth in g . B e c a u se  our g u e s ts  s e e m e d  to  

l ik e  it , I w as p u rr in g  w ith  p le a s u r e .

We retu rn ed  to the ran ch  a l i t t le  b e fo r e  11. F o r  m e i t  had  

b e e n  a  lo n g  day, so  I a sk ed  Jake i f  he w ould take m y  p la c e  in  

g r ee tin g  th e G old b ergs a t m id n igh t.

And th en , w ith  L yndon s t i l l  on the phone, ta lk in g  w ith  

s e c r e t a r ie s ,  gettin g  a m a s s a g e , I r e tr e a te d  to  the b ack  r o o m  

w ith  Lynda B ird  and w e cu r led  up to g e th er  for  th e b e s t  n ig h t's  

s le e p  I had had in  w e e k s .
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