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F r id a y , S e p te m b e r  3 rd

W as fo r  m e a  day  of w a itin g  an d  u n c e r ta in ty . T h is  w i l l  b e  

th e  l a s t  long w eekend  of th e  s u m m e r . I w ould have b e t  any th ing  

L yndon  w ould com e to  th e  ra n c h  to  spend  i t .  B u t could  h e , w ith  

th e  s te e l  s tr ik e  s t i l l  hanging  lik e  a  sw ord  o v e r  th e  h ead  of th e  

N a tio n ?

U nab le  to  ru le  the  day , I w a s te d  i t ,  r a th e r .  I  had  sp e n t 

m o s t  of th e  l a s t  tw o w eeks in  the  n e c e s s a r y  b u s in e s s  th a t  co m es  

to  e v e ry  housew ife  of g e ttin g  the  c lo s e ts  c lean ed , th e  s to ra g e  

a r e a s  c le a n ed , and  th e  th o ro u g h , o n c e -a -y e a r  c lean in g  of th e ' 

m a in  h o u se , g u e s t h o u se , l i t t le  h o u se  w h e re  Lyndon w as b o rn , 

and , hop efu lly , n ex t w eek  i t  w ill  b e  th e  L ew is and  m ay b e  th e  

S c h a rn h o rs t .  I t w as fo r  th is  I had  b ro u g h t H e len  down, an d  

w ith  g r e a t  e ffic ie n c y  sh e  had  p ro c e e d e d  f ro m  ro o m  to  ro o m , 

so  th a t  w hen I  w alked  in  beh in d  h e r  and  th e  te a m  sh e  had  h ad ,

I s m ile d  a  h o u sew ife ly  sm ile  th a t co m es w ith  know ing e v e ry th in g  

is  in  o r d e r .

B ut now a l l  of th a t w as u n d erw ay . I ta lk e d  to  W eldon 

S h effie ld  abou t w hen we m ig h t ge t to g e th e r  on fu r th e r  in te r io r  

d e c o ra tin g  and  to  R ic h a rd  M y rick  abou t h is  p lan s  fo r  th e  ra n c h . 

B u t m o s tly  I w as te d  t im e .  W ent to  the b eau ty  shop , r e tu rn e d  

h o m e ab o u t fo u r , got a  c a ll  f ro m  Lyndon to  tu rn  on m y  TV,
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sw itc h e d  i t  on  w ith  m oun ting  e x c ite m e n t f ro m  4 o 'c lo c k , an d  th e n  a t 

4 :32 (and w ith  h im  i t  w as 6:32) th e r e  he w as - -  ju b ila n t, c a lm , n e v e r  

loo k in g  s tr o n g e r ,  he announced  th e  s e tt le m e n t of th e  s te e l  s t r ik e .

H e in tro d u c e d  M r. A bel and  M r. C o o p er, a lm o s t, you co u ld  th in k , 

w eigh ing  the  c o s t  to  th e  N ation  in  th e  w eeks to  com e i f  th e  s t r ik e  

h ad  gone on, th a t  th is  w as th e  h igh  po in t in  th e  c r a f t  o f h is  P r e s i - 

d en cy , b eg in n in g  th a t  N o v em b er d ay . C e r ta in ly  i t  w ill r e m a in  one 

o f th e  h igh  p o in ts .

' ^  I  p u t in  a  c a l l  to  h im , lo v ed  th e  ra c in g  e x c ite m e n t in  h is

v o ice  w hen I got h im .  H e s a id  he w ould le a v e  b y  7 o 'c lo c k  fo r  

T e x a s .  And th en  h e  p u t M r. C o o p er on and  M r. Abel, representing th e  s te e l   

co m p an ie s  and  th e  s t e el w o rk e rs ,  and  I had  a  ch an ce  to  sa y  

th a n k  you fo r  th e i r  long h o u rs  and  h a rd  w o rk  and  p a t r io t i s m .

And th en , too  e x c ited  to  r e a l ly  get down to  w o rk , I  to ld  

M a ry  to  ge t a  f is h  d in n e r  re a d y  and  th a t we w ould have i t  a t 

th e  H ayw ood, la te  a s  i t  w ould b e , c a lle d  A . W . to  a s k  h im  to  ,

jo in  us  th e r e .  And th en  W eaz e  D eathe and I d ro v e  in  th e  s u n s e t  

o v e r  to  th e  L ew is  R an ch  on a  few ho u sek eep in g  d e ta i ls .   I  w an d e re d  

in to  th e  b a c k  y a rd , and  th e  en o rm o u s  fig  t r e e  has  p r a c t ic a l ly  

enveloped  i t .  T he fig s  a r e  g e ttin g  r ip e ,  sw ee t and  d e lic io u s .
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F r id a y ,  S e p te m b e r  3 rd  (continued)

L a te r  I d ro v e  p a s t  th e  boyhood hom e and p ick ed  up J e s s i e  

H u n te r , and  we w ent on to  H ayw ood.  How I have r e l is h e d  th e  

h o u rs  of b e in g  a lo n e  h e re !   Q uite s t i l l ,  no c a lls  to  re sp o n d  to  

any b o d y ’s n eed s  o r  m o o d s .  A l i t t le  a lo n e n e ss  is  n e c e s s a r y  in  m y  

l ife , an  in g re d ie n t th a t 's  b een  v e ry  m u ch  m is s in g  fo r  n e a r ly  tw o 

y e a r s .   A lo n en ess  and  h o u sek eep in g  have m a rk e d  th e  m id d le  of 

th e  w eek s th e s e  l a s t  tw o w e e k s .  S tra n g e  in g re d ie n ts  fo r  h a p p in e ss !  

B u t n e c e s s a r y  so m e tim e s  fo r  m y  own p e rs o n a l  s e lf .

A . W . and  M a ria lle n  w e re  a lre a d y  a t  the H ayw ood. 

M a r ia l le n  to ld  m e  in  one b r ie f  se n te n ce  th a t  she  w as going 

to  th e  h o s p ita l  on M onday. I  had  c a lle d  J e s s e .  And a t  9:10 the 

h e l ic o p te r  s a t  down w ith  L y n d o n  r id in g  a  h igh  w ave of s u c c e s s ,  

and  Ja k e  and  V icky an d  M a rie .

F o r  h im  i t  w as a f te r  11, so  we had  d in n e r , f r ie d  f ish , 

r ig h t  aw ay . S o r t  of a  v ic to ry  o ffe rin g  to  the  C onquering  C h ief.

I t w as on ly  l a t e r  th a t  I h e a rd  he had  w o rk ed  u n til  a f te r  2 o 'c lo c k  

l a s t  n igh t, and  th en  r e a d  u n til n e a r ly  3.

T h is  w eek  h as  b een  su ch  a  w eek  th a t  i t  a lm o s t f r ig h te n s  

m e  to  th in k  of th e  t im e  w hen th e r e  a r e  no m o re  ra b b its  com ing  

ou t o f th e  h a t, no m o re  v ic to r ie s  w ro u g h t b y  any  m a g ic ia n  out 

of a  s e t  of fa c ts  th a t  s e e m  to  p ro m is e  on ly  g r im  f a i lu r e s .
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T h is  w eek  has  se e n  n ot on ly  the  v ic to ry  in  the  s te e l  s t r ik e ,  

b u t a ls o  a  n e a r  v ic to ry  fo r  H om e R ule in  the  D is t r ic t  o f C o lu m b ia . 

A  vo te  in  th e  H ouse i s a s s u r e d .   W h a t's  h e ld  i t  up a l l  th e s e  y e a rs  

h a s  b e en  in a b ili ty  to  get th e  H om e R ule B ill  ou t of the  H ouse 

D is t r i c t  C o m m itte e .  Now th e r e  w ill  be a  v o te  on S e p te m b e r  27 th . 

B u t f a i lu r e  is  fo r  the  fu tu re , and  to n ig h t is  fo r  s u c c e s s .

We a te  q u a n titie s  of f r ie d  f ish , w atch ed  the  new s on TV, 

e v e ry b o d y 's  v e r s io n  of th e  s te e l  s tr ik e  s e tt le m e n t, and  th en  

r e tu rn e d  to  th e  ra n c h  fo r  b ed , tak in g  J e s s e  K e lla m  w ith  u s  and 

a r r iv in g  ab o u t 11 o 'c lo c k .

T he r ic h  w ine of s u c c e s s  is  no t a  b i t  so p o rif ic  fo r  m e . 

H app ily , Lyndon w ent to  s le e p , soon  and  e a s ily , w hile  I to s s e d  

m o s t  of th e  n ig h t.
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