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Sunday, S ep tem b er  5th

T h is w eek en d  is  the fa r e w e ll  to su m m e r . And w hat a  su m m e r  

to  r e m e m b e r , w ith  w eek en d s d iv id ed  b e tw een  th e ra n ch  and Cam p  

D avid!

I do n ot know w hat su btle  a lch em y  ca u sed  L yndon, who w as  

op p osed  to  indulging o u r s e lv e s  a t Cam p D avid  a t f ir s t ,  to  s ta r t  

g o in g . W hether m y  obvious en joym en t or the d o c to r 's  e a r n e s t  

su g g e s t io n , but it  h as b een  a s um m e r  o f th e h a r d e s t w o rk , and  

th en  w ith  w eek en d s o f th e  l iv e l ie s t  p la y  w ith  v a r ied  com panions^

I s h a ll  r e m e m b e r  it  a s  our b e s t  su m m er  in  m an y  y e a r s , and I 

hate to  s a y  fa r e w e ll  to i t .

Som ehow  su m m er tim e  g iv e s  you a l ic e n s e  to l ie  in  the  

h am m ock , to  be la z y , to read  the books you'd la id  b y , to  go 

w alk in g  to  id en tify  the w ild f lo w e r s . And th en  c o m e s  L ab or D ay , 

and your grudging c o n sc ie n c e  tr ic k s  you into gettin g  b a ck  to  

th e  d e sk  fo r  the p iled -u p  w o rk . So th is  is  our la s t  w eek en d  

w ith  the fla v o r  of su m m e r .

B e c a u s e  he knew I w anted to , Lyndon had sa id , " L et's  

go in  to  S t . D a v id 's . The R ev eren d  Su m n ers is  b ack . ” . Lyndon  

and A rthur K r im  and I found a  s iz e a b le  p art o f the co n g reg a tio n  

a w aitin g  u s  around th e s te e p  s te p s  o f o ld  S t . D a v id 's , w h ere  I 

w as co n firm ed  in  about 1932.  And la te r  Lynda w as c h r is te n e d ,
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Sunday, S ep tem b er  5th (continued)

and th en  L u c i, and th en  s t i l l  la te r  th ey  w e re  both c o n firm ed . A  ch u rch  

w ith  m an y  m e m o r ie s  fo r  m e , and v e r y  d ea r .

H om er and E lo is e  and D avid , grow n ta ll ,  m e t us and w alk ed  in  

w ith  u s .  And th ere  at the door w as C h a r les  S u m n ers, m in is te r  fo r  

m u ch  lo n g e r  than 20 y e a r s , that d eep , son o ro u s v o ic e  and the s im p le  ' 

but b ea u tifu l r itu a l w as a  p le a su r e  to  m e .

A fterw a rd s  w e  w en t to  the P a r is h  H ouse for  c o ffe e  and I d id  

double duty shakin g hands w ith  o ld tim e  fr ie n d s . Judge G reenw ood  

and M artha, Joe D a cey , D r . W alter P r e s c o t t  W ebb's d au gh ter . 

L yn d on 's hand i s  s t i l l  bandaged fr o m  rem o v in g  the w a r t. And fo r  

th e  f ir s t  t im e , one o f th em  w as found to  be m a lig n a n t.

W e d idn't l in g e r  lon g , and r e jo ic e d  to  get b ack  to the ranch, 

and have a B lo o d y  M ary  and lun ch  around the p o o l.

A rthur K rim  is  one o f the m o st p le a sa n t, sm o o th , v e r y  

in te llig e n t  and v e r y  e a s y  h ou se  g u e s ts that w e have had a l l  th is  

su m m e r .  He and h is  w ife  a r e  that r a re  th ing , a cou p le th at you  

en joy  both  eq u a lly  w e ll .   And she is  attending a C o n g ress  o f  

C h e m is ts , s c ie n t is t s ,  in  E u ro p e .  It is  a con stan t s u r p r is e  th at  

that b ea u tifu l w om an sp ea k s about s ix  la n g u a g es , i s  a P h . D . ,  

i s  a  s c ie n t is t  who r e a l ly  k eep s a w ork ing  sch ed u le  o f abou t fiv e
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Sunday, S ep tem b er  5th (continued)

and a  h a lf or  s ix  days a w e ek  doing r e s e a r c h  on the v ir u s e s  th at c a u se  

c a n c e r .

I p u rred  w ith  d e lig h t to  s e e  Lyndon su rrou n d ed  by p eo p le  he  

en joyed  so  m u ch . L o v e ly  E lo is e , te a s in g  h im  g a ily , H om er w ith  h is  

Santa  C laus laugh  and fr ien d sh ip  tr ie d  b y  t im e , and now A rthur K r im .

I cannot u n d erstan d  how Lyndon n eed s so  l i t t le  s le e p . W hat 

f i e r c e  e ne r g y  p o w ers h im , and w hy don't th ey  bu rn  low  

so m e  t im e ?

A fter  lu n ch  I in s is te d  that anybody who w anted  to le a v e  e a r ly  

do so  and I w as going to  tak e a good lon g  nap . It w as fiv e  w hen  I 

a r o u se d  m y s e lf  and lo c a te d  L yndon's c o u s in  M am ie A ll is o n . S h e ’s 

v is it in g  th e ir  o ld  hom e,, and w e had a sk ed  h er  to  go w ith  u s .  She  

and I and M arie  w ent to the H aywood to  jo in  Lyndon, the T h o rn -  

b e r r y s  and A rth u r .

And so m ew h ere  a long  the w ay  T om  and M ary  Jo M ille r  

and J e s s e  and, o f c o u r se , M a rie  and V ick y  and J a ck  V a len ti 

w e r e  w ith  u s . We stopp ed  at the b each  hou se  in  the h e lic o p te r ,  

m u ch  to th e d e lig h t o f b a re fo o t ch ild ren  who cam e running to  

s e e  it  land , fo llo w ed  b y  ca r lo a d s  o f fa m ilie s  who spend th e ir  

w eek en d s in  the L ake h o u s e s . It w as M a m ie 's  f ir s t  r id e  in  a  

h e lic o p te r  and sh e  w as th r il le d , and I w as th r il le d  that Lyndon
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Sunday, S ep tem b er  5th (continued)

had thought to  a sk  h e r . The even in g  m u st be a change o f p a ce  fro m  

h e r  l i f e  o f  tea ch in g  sc h o o l and ca r in g  for  a  husband w ho, a fter  two  

s tr o k e s , cou ld  not sp ea k  or r e c o g n iz e  h e r .

I cou ldn 't w a it to  get in to  m y  bathing su it and sw im  a c r o s s  

th e  L a k e .  The w a ter  w as w a rm  and sm ooth  a s  s i lk  w hen I s ta r te d , 

bu t I  w as g ra te fu l fo r  the S e c r e t  S e r v ic e  b oa t, b e c a u se  w e had  

draw n an arm ad a , v a ry in g  fr o m  l i t t le  o n e -p a sse n g e r  s a i l  b o a ts  

. l ik e  an e g g s h e ll  to  sp eed  b oats  that c ir c le d  around, sh a tter in g  

th e  c a lm  o f the tw ilig h t L a k e . B ut in  m y  sa fe  l i t t le  la n e , fo rm ed  

b y  m y  con voy , I s im p ly  headed  fo r  the o th er  sh o r e .

It so o n  b eca m e  choppy, im p o ss ib le  to  l ie  on m y  b a ck  and  

f lo a t , w ith  th e w ind m aking l i t t le  w h iteca p s that w ent p lop , plop  

o v e r  m y  fa c e .  B ut i t  g iv e s  m e su ch  a  s e n se  o f s e l f -m a s te r y , o f  

s tren g th , and o f b e in g  ab le  to  cope w ith  m y  en v iro n m en t. A  long  

sw im  is  l ik e  a  sh ot o f  a d ren a lin  to  m e .

The p eo p le  who own the h o u se  a c r o s s  the r iv e r  w e r e  on  

th e ir  p orch , look in g  at m e  w ith  so m e  a m a zem en t. I r a is e d  up 

and sa id , "I hope you don 't m in d  us h over in g  around your w h arf, " 

sw a m  to  th e ir  b oat lan d in g  and tou ched  it , and then , lik e  a ch ild  

p lay in g  b a s e , tu rn ed  around and headed  b a ck  a c r o s s  the L ak e,
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Sunday. S ep tem b er  5th (continued)

w h ich  s e e m e d  fo r e v e r , t i l l  I r ea c h e d  the b ig  boat on th e  o th er  s id e ,  

and, m in d fu l o f m y  tw o -p ie c e  bath ing su it and a l l  the w atch in g  e y e s ,  

found the sh e lte r e d  s id e  to c lim b  up on.

It w as one o f our h a p p iest e v e n in g s . Lyndon w a s in  a  gay  

m ood , b e la b o r in g  T om  M ille r  for  not running fo r  the C ity  C ou n cil, 

r e a l ly  tr y in g  to  get h im  to . He s t i l l  t e l l s  the saga  

o f  M ayor T om  M ille r  and h is  25 y e a r s  and w e a r e  a lw a y s w anting  

so m e o n e  e l s e  to  f it  the m o ld .

A rthur and E lo is e  and J e s s e ,  ev ery o n e , w ere  fe s t iv e  and  

happy. And I took  g rea t p le a su r e  in  pointing out to A rthur K r im  

the d e l i c io u s  ten d er  s tea k s  that w e r e  fro m  th e ran ch , th e corn  

(L yndon's fa v o r ite  o f every th in g ) fr o m  our f ie ld s ,  a n d  th e ok ra  

s t i l l  prod u cin g  fr o m  the l it t le  g a rd en . S om eth in g  o f th e p io n ee r  

s t i l l  l in g e r s  in  th o se  o f u s who g e t a glow o f sa t is fa c t io n  fr o m  

sa y in g , "What is  on m y  ta b le  ca m e  fro m  m y la n d ."  A nd, o f  

c o u r s e , the S ton ew all p ea ch es  for d e s s e r t ,  although the la s t  

o f the s e a s o n , but w e lo v e  to  ex p la in  to  a ll  c o m e r s  fr o m  a fa r  

th at th is  is  the b e s t  p each  cou n try  in  T e x a s , and p rove i t  w ith  

p e a c h e s  and c r e a m , p ea ch  co b b ler , p each  ic e  c r e a m , and  

o n ce , w hen L iz  o r  B e s s  w ith  th e ir  f la ir ,  put a b ig  p e e led
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Sunday, S ep tem b er  5th (continued)

p ea ch  in  a  B ran d y  N ap oleon  ■with a lum p of su g a r  and c o v e r e d  it  w ith  

ch am p agn e.

L ynda is  a t C am p D avid  w ith  D ave and a- young m a r r ie d  cou p le , 

p rob a b ly  h er  la s t  chance for  th is  y e a r .  I lo o k  forw ard  to  h e r  le a v in g  

l ik e  an  am p u tation , but i t  is  b e s t .  She n eed s to b e  in d ep en d en t. .

— It w a s a  p le a sa n t, happy ev en in g , one o f  the b e s t  o f  the  

su m m e r . And e a r ly  to  b ed . ' ^
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