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L ab or D ay, M onday, S ep tem b er  6th

T he v e r y  la s t  day o f  s um m e r . It's  b een  a  w o n d e r fu l w eekend, 

but so m e  w ork , to o .  L iz  and I sp en t a l l  Saturday, p r a c t ic a lly , w o r k -

in g  on m y  sp e e c h  fo r  th e G rand T e to n s .

W ork and e x e r c i s e  ar e both  good for  m e , p s y c h o lo g ic a lly  and  

p h y s ic a lly . I f e e l  b e tter  about a sp e ec h , l e s s  fr ig h ten ed , m o r e  a s s u r e d ,  

w hen  I have r e a l ly  w ork ed  on i t  m y s e lf .   I d id .  T h ere  w e r e  about s ix  

r e w r it e s .   The h e a r t of i t  I had found in  an o ld  b ox  of p ic tu r e s , l e t t e r s ,  |

n ew sp a p er  c lip p in g s  that had co m e  to  lig h t  during so m e  o f  m y  s to r a g e    

c lea n u p s . D ea r  le t t e r s  fro m  L yndon, w r itten  in  1939 w h en  I had ;

retu rn ed  to  T ex a s  fo r  a su m m er  v i s i t .   And p ic tu re s  o f m e  in  m y  ;

U n iv e r s ity  days and la te r , ly in g  in  the b lu eb on n ets, c lim b in g  

crook ed  l iv e  o a k s , ex p lo r in g  in  th e c le a r  g r ee n  p o o ls  and th e  

r o ck y  l im e s to n e  le d g e s  o f the E dw ards P la tea u  cou n try  - -  th e  

h i l l  cou n try  I lo v e  so  m u ch . W hich is  r e a lly  the r e a so n  w hy I 

a m  w ork in g  on b e a u tif ic a tio n . I lik e  i t .   I have liv e d  i t  a lw a y s , 

tho I have con trib u ted  v e r y  l i t t le  to  it .

P a r t  o f the m orn in g  I sp en t w alk ing fro m  room  to  ro o m  

w ith  E lo is e  T h orn b erry , d ic ta tin g  to M arie  the h is to r y  o f  the  

h o u se , th at i t  w as begun in  1892 b y  a G erm an fa m ily .  Aunt F ra n k  • . 

l iv e d  h ere  47 y e a r s , about the ca b in et P r e s id e n t  Kekkonen of Finland  

gave  us w hen w e v is it e d  th e r e , th at hanging on the  w a l l  i s  a
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fa c s im ile  o f the le t te r  that S a m  H ouston  w rote to h is  B a p tis t  m in is t e r ,  

who w a s L yndon’s g rea t-g ra n d fa th e r .  R oom  by  ro o m  w e w ove  the  

s to r y  a s c o lo r fu lly , a s  fu ll  o f  an ecd ote  and fa c t and r e m in is c e n c e  as  

I cou ld , for  the u se  o f E lo is e  and Jew el, and W eaz e  D eath e and v a r io u s  

fr ie n d s  who fr o m  tim e  to  t im e  take to u rs  o f v is i to r s  th rough  it  fo r  

. m e . The n ex t one co m in g  up S ep tem b er  14th a r e  th e P r e s id e n ts  o f

th e  F e d e r a te d  W om en's C lubs of a l l  the S ta te s . 

f  And d ear  L yndon 's v a s t  d e sk  w as c o v e r e d  v e r y  n e a tly ,

ev ery th in g  la id  out in  o r d e r , autographs to  be s ig n ed .  B i l l s  to  

b e  s ig n e d , and one o f th em  w as le g is la t io n  paving th e  w ay  fo r  th e  

e s ta b lish m e n t o f h is  own L ib r a r y , and in n u m erab le  l e t t e r s .   B ut 

f in a lly , in  th e  m id d le  of the day w e b rok e aw ay and E lo is e  and  

H om er and A rth ur K r im  and J e s s e  and I a l l  w ent r id in g  o v e r  th e  

S ch a r n h o rst.

A rthur had se e n  the m o v ie  o f  A  P r e s id e n t 's  C ountry  

tw ic e , in  fa c t, and now he w as s e e in g  it  - - th e  pink g ra n ite  o u t-

crop p in g , f lu ffy  w hite  c lo u d s , g reen  v a lle y s  fr o m  the h i l l s ,  

d e e r  lea p in g  the fe n c e  - -  r ig h t a t c lo s e  hand. F o r  y e a r s  I h ave  

, m a d e  the joking r e m a r k  th at i f  hard  t im e s  h it, I s t i l l  had a

r e s o u r c e  in  th e S ch a rn h o rst - - I w ould  get a  f ilm  com p an y  to
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sh oot a  m o v ie  on i t .  Som e, g r e at p la c e s !  And so , w h ile  I w as poin tin g  

out th e  sp o t to  A rthur K rim  w h ere  you could  hold  up the s ta g e  co a ch  

th at h as a  c o m p le te ly  b lind turn , and then  you go down a road  that 

hugs th e c l if f ,  and a  huge b ou ld er  on th e r ig h t fro m  w h ich  th e  ban dit 

cou ld  h an d ily  jum p, or sh oot down onto the s ta g e  co a ch , Lyndon  

sa id , "Why don’t you b r in g  a  m o v ie  com pan y down h e r e  and f i lm  

a W estern ? "   I w as c o v er e d  w ith  e m b a r r a ssm e n t and f i l le d  w ith  

e x c ite m e n t a t th e sa m e  t im e .  A rthur sa id  he thought i t  w a s a 

^  good id e a , i t  look ed  ju st lik e  so m e  o f th e s c e n e r y  th ey  had u sed

in  C a lifo rn ia , and I had v is io n s  o f G reg o ry  P e c k  b e in g  th e  s ta r !

A fter  lu n ch  our fr ien d s  fr o m  H ouston  a r r iv e d , O veta  H obby. 

Sh e is  go in g  to  f ly  b ack  to  W ashington w ith  L yndon.  And h e r  so n  

B i l l  and D ian a , h is  w ife , and G eo rg e  and A lic e  B row n .  I lo v e d  

tak in g  O veta  and A lic e  down to  th e l i t t le  h ou se  w h ere  L yndon w as  

b orn , b e c a u se  A lic e  had done so  m u ch , w ith  h er  fr ien d , M r. 

N onnem a c h e r , to  h e lp  m e . She had found th e o ld  la d y  w ho d o e s  

th e h o m e-lo o m e d  ca rp e t that w e u sed  in  the b ed room  and, throu gh  

M r. N on n em ach er , had provided  so  m u ch  of the k now led ge I 

didn't h av e , su ch  a s  w hat so r t  o f cu rta in s  to u se  in  a  m o d e s t  

l i t t le  T ex a s  fa rm h o u se  o f 1908.
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And th en  O veta had sen t h er  F a th e r 's  d esk  b y  A lic e , and  

s e v e r a l  th in gs -which sh e a s su r e d  m e  sh e no lo n g er  u sed  and w e re  

in  the attic; a V ic to r ia n  so fa  that w as ju st  r ig h t (M rs. Joh n son  

■would have ju st lo v ed  it ) .  And I w anted th em  to s e e  th e ir  handiw ork . 

W e en joyed  it ,  w ith  that w a rm , co n sp ir a to r y , s e lf -c o n g r a tu la to r y  

w a v e  th at w om en  have w hen th ey  have w orked  to g e th er  on a p r o je c t .

I  did  so  w ant A lic e  to  s e e  the Joh n son  C ity  h o u se , w h ich  sh e  has  

n ot s in c e  i t  w as f in ish e d , but tw ilig h t w as com in g  and it  w as a  

ch o ic e  b e tw een  that and going to  the L ak e .

So on L yndon's la s t  n igh t, th ere  w as no doubt w h ich  w ould  

w in . Lyndon had O veta and D iana in  the sp eed b oat and m o s t  o f  us 

w e r e  on th e b ig  b o a t. A . W . had d r iv en  in  to  A u stin  w ith  M a r ia llen  

to  get rea d y  for  th e o p era tio n  the n ex t m o rn in g .

It w as m y  f ir s t  ch an ce to  have a good v is i t  w ith  A lic e  in  a  

lo n g  t im e . She had b een  e v er y w h e re  th is  su m m er , fr o m  P o rtu g a l 

to  M ontana, to  f ish in g  so m ew h ere  in  the w ild s  o f South A m e r ic a .  

F ish in g  has b eco m e  G e o rg e ’s S h an gri L a .

J u st a s  th e b ig  b o a t w as about to p u ll up to the b oat h o u se  

and dark  had r e a l ly  s e t  in , w e h eard  a s t ir  of e x c item en t and then- 

sq u e a ls  o f la u g h ter , and the S e c r e t  S e r v ic e  sa id , ''The P r e s id e n t  

h as M r s . Hobby and D iana in  th e l i t t le  am phib c a r .
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J L a te r  ev ery b o d y  w as an x iou s to  t e l l  th e s to r y . If th ey  knew

w hat i t  w a s , th ey  d idn’t le t  on . A  v e r y  fe m inine app roach , b e c a u se  

i Mrs. H obby did know w hat it  w a s , but p layed  a lon g  w hen L yndon ,

? h ead in g  down th e h il l  down th e r iv e r ,  sa id , "Oh, oh, our b ra k es

don’t w o rk .” And th en  su d d en ly  th e r e  th ey  w ere  in  the w a ter ,

; s in k in g  to  w ith in  tw o or thre&  in c h e s  o f  the top  o f th e ca r  in  th e
I ■ ■  . , V ' , . ' : ,
; r e g u la r  fa sh io n , w h ile  the la d ie s  sq u ea led  and Lyndon en joyed

* h im s e lf  h u g e ly . _ ;_
1 , ' ^
I — T he l i t t le  b oy  in  the ic e  c r e a m  p a r lo r  ch a ir  who i s  cu ttin g

I h is  e y e s  around in  su ch  a s a s s y  m an n er  s t i l l  l iv e s  in  th is  5 7 - y e a r -
f '• ' ■ . ■ ■
; o ld  m an , and m a n ife s ts  i t s e l f ,  no doubt to  th e  h o rro r  o f th e S e c r e t

f S e r v ic e , fr o m  tim e  to  t im e . ■ .........

On th e  p atio  w e had fr ie d  f ish , p erh ap s the b e s t  o f  th e  

su m m e r , hot and p len tifu l. The B row n s and young H obbys had  

 ̂ to  r e tu rn  to H ouston , and the T h o rn b errys b ack  to A u stin  to

■ get th e ir  ch ild ren  r ea d y  for  sc h o o l th e n ex t day, so  it  w as ju st

a  s m a ll  group o f  u s , the s ta ff  and O veta  and A rthur K rim , le f t  

; a t th e ra n ch  a fter  ev ery o n e  had sa id  goodbye.

f  And an e a r ly  b e d t im e .  O ne o f the b e s t  days o f the

|  f ' : > .. .

|j " s um m e r , e s p e c ia l ly  good fo r  m e  b e c a u se  I g o t so m e  w ork
'.f .

done and had a  v is i t  w ith  A lic e .
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