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Was a day I will long remember.  It began about 4 A. M.a t  th e  L B J R anch  and  ended  a lm o s t  24 h o u rs  l a te r  a t  th e  JY  R an ch  

in  W yom ing.

Lyndon w oke m e  ab o u t 4 o 'c lo c k , say in g  he -was hav in g  

a wfu l p a in s  in  h is  s to m a c h .  C om ing qu ick ly  out of the  fog of 

s le e p , I  w as so f r ig h te n e d  I s a id  I w as goin g to  c a l l  D r .B u r k le y ,  

and  w as q u ick ly  v e to ed  so  f irm ly  th a t  I d id  no t d a re  o v e r r id e  i t .  

"L e t ' s w a it  a  wh i le .   N o.  Not  t h i s  t im e  of n ig h t."

T he n ex t th r e e  h o u rs  w e re  a  mo n ta g e .  I  b ro u g h t Lyndon 

so m e  p a re g o r ic ,  w hich  I u se  fo r  the  s tra n g e  l i t t l e  a tta c k s  of 

s to m ach  ach e  I  h av e .  L a te r  on[?] Lomotil[?] -- 

t r ie d  to  f in d  a  h o tp a d , tu rn e d  on  th e  e le c t r ic  b lan k e t in s te a d , 

an d  sn u g g led  up c lo se  m y s e lf .   He though t i t  f e l t  lik e  k id n ey  

s to n e s .  He had  had  a  b i t  of in d ig e s tio n  a l l  day , in  fa c t  fo r  ab o u t

— ■,, two  days.   ̂■- v .  ̂ .......... ..........- ....................

D awn b eg an  to  seep  in to  the  w indow s, b u t th e  on ly  jo y  i t  

b ro u g h t m e  w as th a t  soon now I could  c a l l  D r .  B u rk le y .  T he 

p a in  su b s id ed  and  r e tu rn e d , and he tu rn e d  and to s s e d  m is e r a b ly .

We d id n 't  a c tu a lly  ta lk  ab o u t w hat wa s  o n  m y  m in d , -

and  I  a s s u m e  o n  h is  - -  c o u ld  th is  b e  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a  h e a r t  att a c k ? 

' '  ' ' \ ' '
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B e c a u se  i t  d id  a c tu a lly  b eh av e  lik e  a  s to m a c h  ach e  o r  k id n ey  s to n e s . 

N au s ea  and  m is e r y .   F o r  a  long tim e  —  m o n th s , y e a r s ,  I  h av e  b een  

k e e n ly  a w a re  how lu ck y  we a r e .   B ut h e re  a t  th is  m o m en t th e r e  w as 

a  n e c e s s i ty  to  be  c a lm  w hile  f r ig h te n e d , to  b r id le  an x ie ty  w h en ev e r 

y ou  opened  y o u r m o u th  - -  a  f a m il ia r  fe e lin g .

F in a lly , c lo se  to  7:30 I d id  c a ll  D r .  B u rk le y .  He w as up 

in  a  m in u te .  As b e s t  I  cou ld  te l l ,  he too thought i t  w as k id n ey   

s to n e s .   I  c an  o n ly  s a y  th a t  i t  d ev e lo p ed  r a th e r  th an  w as d is c u s s e d  

and  m ade a  d e l ib e ra te  d ec is io n  th a t  I shou ld  go on  m y  w ay, v e r y  

q u ie tly , and  th a t  Lyndon shou ld  r e s t  a s  m u ch  as  p o s s ib le , and  th en  

r e tu r n  to  W ash ing ton  som e tim e  in  the  a f te rn o o n .  By s h e e r  ch an ce , 

W illis  H u rs t  w as going to  b e  th e r e .   I  had  know n he w as com ing  

an d  had  fe lt  d e p r iv e d , b e c a u se  fo r  the  seco n d  tim e  i t  w as w hen  

I w as ou t of tow n.  T hey  w ould ge t J im  C ain .  T hey  w ould m ak e  

a l l  th e  t e s t s  and  in v e s tig a tio n  th e y  cou ld .

M eanw hile , w hat w ould w e s a y  to  th e  p r e s s ?   W hat w ould 

w e s a y  to  o u r  ho u se  g u e s ts ?   I t  w as L yndon’s fee lin g , b e c a u se  we 

r e a l ly  knew no th ing , we should  s a y  no th ing .  The d o c to r  and  I and  

J a c k  and  e i th e r  P a u l  o r  K en and  one of the  C hiefs m u s t h av e  know n 

th a t  so m eth in g  w as th e  m a t te r ,  b u t I do no t b e lie v e  anybody e ls e   

d id .

i i i i
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I b e g a n  to  ge t re a d y , m ov ing  a u to m a tic a lly , u n c e r ta in ,  b u t 

n o t to  go now w ould be  a  s ta te m e n t th a t so m eth in g  w as the  m a t te r .  

W hen I  w as g e ttin g  r e a d y  to  le a v e  I le a n e d  o v e r  and  s a id  to  Lyndon 

v e r y  q u ie tly , "Y ou know th is  has b e e n  an  e s p e c ia lly  w o n d erfu l 

w eek en d  fo r  m e , d o n 't  y o u ? "   And fo r  b e in g  to g e th e r , fo r  ta lk in g , 

i t  h ad .  H e a n sw e re d , "O nly  w e d id n 't  h av e  enough t im e ."   I  though t 

o f so m e  m o m e n t d u rin g  th e  w eekend  w hen we had  s ta r te d  to  go 

off b y  o u r s e lv e s ,  fo r  a  r id e ,  I th in k , and  su d d en ly  so m eb o d y  had  

co m e up, som ebody  he  n eed ed  to s e e , w an ted  to  se e , and  p r e s e n t ly  

th e r e  w e re  fiv e  o r  s ix  of us in  the  c a r .

It  w as d ec id ed  th a t  A r th u r  K r im  w ould r e tu r n  w ith  m e , 

and  th a t  e a sy , m o s t  p e r fe c t  of house  g u es ts  gave no in d ic a tio n  

th a t  th is  w as a  s lig h t change in  p la n s .  O veta  s tay e d  to  com e w ith  

L yndon  l a t e r .

M y l a s t  g lim p se  of Lyndon, a s  I w alked  ou t th e  b e d ro o m  

d o o r .  M y p lan e  w as re a d y , and  A rth u r  and  F ra n c es  Lew yn and 

H e len  T h o m as w e re  in  i t .   I  w as going in  the  J e t s t a r ,  w h ich  w as 

bound b a c k  fo r  W ash ing ton  anyw ay, a s  f a r  a s  K an sas  C ity , and  

th e r e  m e e t th e  c h a r te r e d  p la n e .  M y l a s t  g lim p se  of L yndon, he 

w as s tr e tc h e d  ou t on th e  bed  w ith  th e  w ire s  o f an  EKG a tta c h e d
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to  h im .  I a m  g lad  I a m  a c o n tro lle d  p e rso n , and  I do no t b e lie v e  th e r e  

■was a  f l ic k e r  on m y  face  of w hat w as going on in  m y  m ind  a s  I ta lk e d  

w ith  F ra n c es  and  H e len  abou t th e  t r ip .

T hey , o f c o u rs e ,  w e re  v e ry  in te re s te d  in  A r th u r , and  he  

w ith  p e r fe c t  c o u r te s y  b u t c o m p le te  c an d o r, to ld  th e m  th e  b a r e s t  

f a c ts .  I  though t, " H e re  is  a  m a n  I could  get m an y  a  le s s o n  f r o m ."

A nd th e n  w e w e re  a t  K an sa s  C ity . I had  b een  in s id e  of i t  

on ly  fiv e  days ag o . And th e r e  w as th e  m o s t e x tr a o rd in a ry  b ig  p lan e , 

le a s e d  f ro m  so m e company b y  th e  p r e s s ,  w ith  N ancy D ic k e rso n ,

D o ris  F le e s o n  and  D an, B e tty  B e a le , K a re n  K lin e fe lte r , W auh illa u  

L aH ay, M axine C h e s h ire , and of a l l  p eo p le , A r t  B uckw ald!

Jo se p h in e  R ip le y  of T he C h r is t ia n  S c ien ce  M o n ito r, N o rm a  

M illig an , a  few m o re  I d id n 't  know, c a m e ra m a n , and  o u r 

in d isp e n sa b le  N ash  C a s tro .  And, m o s t d e lig h tfu lly , m y  L ynda 

B ird , who w as sound a s le e p .

I had  looked  fo rw a rd  to  h e r  com ing  v e ry , v e ry  m u c h .

I  w an ted  us to  h av e  one m o re  tim e  to g e th e r  b e fo re  sch o o l, and 

I  thought i t  w ould b e  v e ry  p le a s a n t fo r  h e r  to  m e e t the  young 

R o c k e fe l le r s ,  q u ite  a  g roup  of w hom  L a u ra n c e  had  to ld  m e  he 

p lan n ed  to  h av e  a t  th e  h o u se  w h ile  we w e re  g u e s ts .

, ■ ■ ' ■ -  4  -  '
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L ynda  B ird  su g g e s te d  a b r id g e  ga me, and  B e tty  B e a le , 

W au h illau  L aH ay, L ynda and  I h ad  an  h o u r of one of m y  fa v o r ite  

s e lf - in d u lg e n c e s , w hich  n a tu ra l ly  I en joyed  s in c e  I m ad e  a  l i t t le  

s l a m . T he tim e  m ay  com e w hen I am  to ta lly  s e lf -c o n s c is o u s  

a ro u n d  n e w sp a p e r  w om en and  c o n s id e r  th e m  m y  n a tu ra l  e n e m ie s , 

a ro u n d  w hom  I m u s t b e  on g u a rd  and  s i le n t .  M o stly  up to  now I 

hav e  had  a  r a th e r  e a s y  c a m a ra d e r ie  w ith  th e m . T hey  have done 

l i t t l e  to  m e  p e rs o n a lly  th a t  I  cou ld  have c a lle d  e i th e r  u n fa ir  o r  

u n tru e , and  I am  a lw ays a w a re , w hen I s e e  one of th e m  w ith  a ,  

ty p e w r i te r  b a la n c e d  on h e r  kn ee  in  an  a irp la n e  in  tu rb u le n t 

w e a th e r , knock ing  ou t a  s to ry ,  th e  fa c ts  of w h ich  w e re  g o tten  

on th e  ru n  in  a  c ro w d ed  c a ra v a n , p e rh a p s , th a t  i t 's  a  p r e t ty  h a rd  jo b .

T h is  v e ry  p lu sh  p lan e  is  th e  only  one I 'v e  e v e r  b een  on 

th a t  had  a  sh o w er b a th . H o w ev er, I m u s t s a y  i t  w as u s e d  a s  

s to ra g e  to  house  a l l  th e  t r a y s .

W e w e re  la te ,  f i r s t  tw en ty , th e n  fo r ty  m in u te s  la te ,  and

th e n  I q u it a sk in g  w hen we w ould ge t in , b e c a u se  th e  fog w as

d e n s e r  and  L iz 's  knu ck les  g rip p in g  the  c h a ir  w e re  g e ttin g  w h ite r .

A t abou t 2:30 w e cam e  in  fo r  a  b e a u tifu l land ing  a g a in s t a  b ack g ro u n d

of g r e a t  b la c k  c loud and  so a r in g  m o u n ta in s  capped  w ith  w h ite  to

th e  Ja c k so n  [Hole?] A irp o r t .-   .
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It m u s t  have b e e n  a  d ra m a tic  a p p e a ra n c e  in  th a t  sn o w -w h ite  

p la n e . T hey  had  b e e n  s tan d in g  th e r e  w aitin g  fo r  u s  a n  h o u r o r  m o re .  

The h an d so m e  G o v e rn o r of th e  S ta te , M r. H an sen , and  h is  p r e t ty  

■wife in  a  p in k  su it , C o n g re s sm a n  Teno R o n ca lio , M rs .  F r e d  

M o n te ll o f th e  G ard en  C lub, and  M a ry  and  L a u ra n c e  R o c k e fe lle r  

w ith  th e i r  son  L a r r y  and  a  f r ie n d  of h is ,  J e r r y .

I t w as a  4 5 -m in u te  r id e  f ro m  th e  a i r p o r t  up th e  V a lle y  to  

th e  JY  R anch , and  a l l  th e  w ay  I w as th in k in g , a s  I ta lk e d  w ith  M a ry  

an d  L a u ra n c e  R o c k e fe lle r , how soon  could  I c a ll  W ash in g to n ?   D id 

th e  m e s s a g e  th a t  I had  g o tten  f ro m  th e  S e c re t  S e rv ic e  ju s t  a s  I 

h ad  s tep p ed  on  o u r  p lan e  m e a n  an y th in g ?   It ju s t  s a id , "T h e  

P r e s id e n t  s a id  goodbye, e v e ry th in g 's  f in e ."   B u t only  two m in u te s  

h ad  e la p se d  f ro m  th e  tim e  I  w alk ed  out the  b ed ro o m  d o o r, se e in g  

h im  en m esh e d  in  th e  EKG w ir e s ,  t i l l  I put m y  foot on th e  s te p s  of 

th e  p la n e .  How could  he have go tten  the  r e s u l t s  of th e  EK G ?

L ynda fo llow ed w ith  L a r r y  and  J e r r y  R e e se . And so , 

d iv id ed  b e tw een  m y  s i le n t  w o r ry  and  m y  e la tio n  a t  th e  b ea u ty  

of th is  p la c e , I a r r iv e d  a t  H oneym oon C abin , a  r e a l  log  cab in  

w hose  p ic tu re  window f ra m e s  E lk s  L ake  and two to w e rin g  p eak s  

o f  th e  T e to n s .  T h e re  w as a  ro a r in g  f i r e ,  and  the  m o s t in v itin g -  

lo o k in g  c h a is e  lounge r ig h t  in  f ro n t of th e  window th a t  s a id , "C o m e,
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spend  y o u r th r e e  days h e re !” I p ra c t ic e d  m y  sp e ec h  and  h ad  m y  h a ir  

done and  d r e s s e d  fo r  th e  even ing .

T h is  even ing  I though t I w ould do m y  b e s t  and  I  w ill ju s t i fy  

m y  t r i p .  B re n t  had  c a lle d . L ynda had  a sk e d  h im  to  go to  th e  

b a n q u e t w ith  us and  w as a  l i t t le  u n c e r ta in , te n ta tiv e , ab o u t w h a t 

sh e  sh o u ld  do, and  h e s ita n t  when  she  found th a t  none of th e  young 

R o c k e fe l le r s  e x c ep t S tephen , who is  m a r r ie d ,  w e re  going to  th e  

b a n q u e t.

A t th e  L odge I m e t a l l  th e  head  ta b le  g u e s ts .   N ic e s t  of a l l  

w as th a t  S e n a to r  C lin ton  A n d e rso n  and  H e n r ie tta  w e re  th e r e .  

A m e r ic a n  F o r e s t r y  A sso c ia tio n  peo p le , th e  C onnaughtons ajnd 

th e  H o rn a d a y s , and  th e i r  P r e s id e n t ,  P e te r  W att s ick , 

who tu rn e d  out to  b e  f ro m  G re e n v ille , M is s is s ip p i ,  and  a  g r e a t  

f r ie n d  of L e a  and  Doug W ynn. S e v e ra l  of the  o f f ic e rs  o f th e  

A m e ric a n  C o n se rv a tio n  A sso c ia tio n , and, of c o u rse , M rs .

M o n te ll, of the  N a tio n a l C ouncil of S ta te  G ard en  C lu b s , and  

G o v ern o r and M rs .  H an se n .

T he d in n e r  w as en liv en ed  by  the  fa c t th a t we b eg an  to  

get c o ld e r  and  c o ld e r  abou t m idw ay  and  d isc o v e re d  the  u p p e r  

p o r tio n  of th e  w indow , so m e 12 fe e t  h igh, w ide open  to  th e  

w in try  m o u n ta in  a i r .  V a rio u s  s ta f f  peop le  a p p e a re d , try in g
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to  c lo se  th e m , and  th e n  d is a p p e a re d  , and  i t  w as no t u n ti l  M r .  R o c k e - 

f e l le r  h im s e lf  got up and  m ad e  a  v a lia n t e f fo r t  w ith  a  long  p o le  th a t  

th e y  r e a l ly  go t in to  h igh  g e a r  and som ehow  th e  w indow s w e re  c lo se d .

T he n ic e s t  p a r t  of th e  even ing  w as w hen S e n a to r  C lin to n  

A n d e rso n  w as p re s e n te d  w ith  the A m e ric a n  F o r e s t r y  A s s o c ia tio n ’s 

D is tin g u ish e d  S e rv ic e  A w are , and  the  P r e s id e n t ,  M r. W a tts ic k , 

s a id , "H is s e rv ic e  to  f o r e s t r y  is  u n ex ce lled  by  any  liv in g  m a n . "

W hen C lin t r o s e  to  a n s w e r , I n o tic e d  th e  deep  r e d  of h is  co m p lex io n  

and  a  s lig h t sp e e c h  d iff icu lty  I had  no t s e e n  b e fo re  th is  s u m m e r , 

w hich , com bined  w ith  a  l i t t le  shuffling  of th e  fe e t, m ad e  m e  so  

g lad  th a t  h o n o rs , good th in g s , w e ll d e s e rv e d , w e re  b e in g  s a id  

to  h im  now .  He is  one of th o se  u n d e fea tab le  p eo p le , though , who 

goes r ig h t  on w o rk in g . '

R ig h t in  th e  m id d le  of th e  d in n e r , J e r r y  K iv e tt le an ed  

o v e r  m e  and sa id , "T h e  P r e s id e n t  w ould lik e  to  sp ea k  to  you 

i m m e d i a t e l y .   M y h e a r t  thudded , bu t m y  v o ice  sa id , c a s u a lly  

and  p o lite ly , I hope, to  M r. R o c k e fe lle r  on m y  le ft: "W ould 

you ex cu se  m e , p le a s e ,  a  m in u te ? "   And I w ent in to  a  p r iv a te  

ro o m  w h e re  th e re  w as a  phone and  h e a rd  L y n d o n 's  v o ice ,

...  n a tu r a l  and  h e a r ty  enough to  b e  r e a s s u r in g .   I  h a d n 't  b e e n

ab le  to  r e a c h  h im  in  the  th re e  h o u rs  th a t  I w as a t  H oneym oon

' -  8 '-  ■ 'I.
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C ab in .  D r .  H u rs t  w as th e r e ,  th e y  had  had X - ra y s ,  th ey  though t i t  

sounded  lik e  g a ll s to n e s , he had  had  som e b ad  t im e s ,  bu t he f e l t  

b e t t e r .   He w as going on w ith  th e  ap p o in tm en ts  he had; he  w as no t 

going to  m ak e  any  m o re .   He w ould no t m ak e  any  s ta te m e n t.   J im  

C ain  w ould  a r r iv e  and th e y  w ould have fu r th e r  te s t s  th e  n e x t d ay .

He a ls o  to ld  m e  to  m ak e  a  good sp e e ch  and  to  g ive a l l  th e  

G a rd en  Club la d ie s  an d  the  c o n s e rv a t io n is ts  h is  thanks and 

g r e e t in g s .

. ^  I w as r e l ie v e d  to  h e a r  h im  sounding so  m u ch  lik e  h im se lf ,

r e l ie v e d  th a t  w e had  had  J im  C ain  and  W illis  H u rs t  a t  th e  W hite 

H ouse so  o ften  th a t  th e i r  p re s e n c e  w ould c au se  no f lu r ry ,  r e l ie v e d  

th a t  he gave m e  th e  nugget of t r u th  upon w hich  to  hang an  ex c u se  

fo r  m y  d is a p p e a ra n c e  fo r  a  m o m en t, th a t  h e 'd  se n t th e m  g re e tin g s  

and  sa id , "M ake a  good s p e e c h ."

So I w alked  b a c k  in  to  th e  head  ta b le , pounds l ig h te r  and 

y e a r s  y o u n g er, and  soon , a f te r  a  v e ry  kind in tro d u c tio n  b y  L a u ra n c e  

R o c k e fe lle r ,  "T h e  C o n stitu tio n  of th e  U nited  S ta te s  does no t m en tio n  

th e  F i r s t  L ad y  of o u r L an d .  O u r s ta tu te  books give th e  p o s itio n  

no s p e c if ic  p o w er o r  a u th o r ity .  Y et i t  can  be  a  p o s itio n  of 

' tre m e n d o u s  in flu en c e .  O ur  s p e a k e r  th is  even ing  has  ch o sen
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to  e x e r c is e  h e r  p o s itio n  of F i r s t  L ad y  to  th e  fu lle s t  e x te n t.  She has 

b ro u g h t c h a rm , d ed ic a tio n , w illin g n e ss  to  w ork , and  g re a t  a c u m e n  

to  a  w ide ra n g e  of pub lic  a f f a i r s . "

A nd th e n  i t  w as m y  tu rn .   And I do th in k  i t  w as one o f th e  

b e s t  sp e e c h e s  I  hav e  e v e r  m ad e  to  an  au d ien ce  in  tune  w ith  the  

s u b je c t  m a t te r  and  q u ie t enough to  h e a r  a  p in  d ro p .  S e ld o m  do 

I f e e l  p ro u d  of m y s e lf .   I  d id  th is  t im e , and  g lad  of e v e ry  h o u r 

I had  sp e n t on th e  sp eech , p a r t ic u la r ly  th e  p e r s o n a l  p o r t io n s .  >

And th en  - -  th is  w as L iz 's  doing and  m y  re a d y  a c q u ie s c e n c e

I w en t w ith  M rs .  M on te ll to  th e  f ro n t d o o r and  shook  hands w ith  a l l  

o f th e  500 g u es ts  a s  th e y  e m e rg e d , finding  m an y  old  f r ie n d s  a long  

so m e  cam p a ig n  t r a i l  and  so m e v is i ts  a c r o s s  th e  U nited  S ta te s .

And th e n , w o rk  o v e r , and  fee lin g  a t  l e a s t  a  r e m is s io n  

o f a n x ie ty  ab o u t Lyndon, I le f t  w ith  th e  R o c k e fe lle rs  fo r  th e  r id e  

to  th e  JY R an ch .  A m o o n lig h t n igh t in  th e  G ran d  T e to n s , and  two 

p e r f e c t  day s  ah ead  of m e!  I a m  looking  fo rw a rd  to  g e ttin g  to  

know th e m  b e t te r ,  a s  w e ll a s  the  t r a i l s  of th e  m o u n ta in s id e s .

dfReflese,A lso  th e  young p eo p le , L a r r y  and  h is  f r ie n d  Jerry R e e se , and  th e i r  

nephew , Jo h n  D . R o c k e fe lle r  IV, c a lle d  J a y , who is  ab o u t 6 fe e t  5, 

an d  b eau tifu l, b londe l i t t l e  S h a ro n  P e r c y ,  w hose fa th e r  h ad  ru n
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fo r  G o v e rn o r of, w h a t's i t  I llin o is  o r  Ind iana , and  S tephen  R o c k e fe lle r ,  

who is  N e lso n ’s so n . O u r c o ttag e  is  n am ed  H oneym oon C o ttag e  

b e c a u s e  he  and  h is  young w ife , A nne M a rie , d ev o u red  and  p u rsu e d  

b y  the  p r e s s ,  had  f le d  to  i t  a s  r e fuge on th e i r  h oneym oon ,  on ly  to  

hav e  th e i r  fa m ily  do, su ch  th in gs as  p u t a  few b a llo o n s  tu ck ed  aw ay  

in  th e  f ir e p la c e  th a t  w ould  explode w ith  a  loud  pop w hen  th e  f i r e  

w as l i t ,  and  a  F o r e s t  R an g e r  who had  a g re e d  to  knock  on th e  d o o r 

a t  2 A . M . w ith  th e  w o rd  th a t  h e  w as a  r e p o r t e r  f ro m  T he D en v er 

P o s t ,  who had  w alked  a l l  n ig h t-th ro u g h  th e  m o u n ta in s , t i r e d  and 

h u n g ry , try in g  to  lo c a te  th e i r  cab in , and  c o u ld n 't he p le a s e  com e 

in . ■■

It w as 12 w hen I w ent to  b e d .  L ynda w as s t i l l  ou t on a  d a te  

w ith  B re n t .  I l i t  th e  f i r e  in  m y  b e d ro o m  and d r if te d  off to  s le e p  

w ith  th a t  m o s t lu x u rio u s  of a c c o m p an im en ts  — dancing  f i r e l ig h t  

on; th e  c e ilin g  and  th e  c ra c k lin g  of the  w ood.
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