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T h u rs d a y ,  Se p te m b e r 9th

W a s the b e st o f m y  days in  the T e to n s .

I n  the m o rn in g  I  ta lke d  to Ly n d o n  and to W i l l i s  H u r s t .  T u e sd a y  . 

n ig h t had been bad. Ly n d o n  had been m is e ra b le  w ith  c h i l l s .  H e  had 

a ske d  L u c i to  come in  and she  had ke p t h im  w a rm  and c o m fo rte d .

W i l l i s  so u n d s c a lm , s u re  o f the p ro g n o s is .   H e 's  going hom e 

la t e r  in  the day and re tu rn in g  in  two w e e k s .

A  l i t t le  a fte r 11 I  w a lke d  o v e r to jo in  the R o c k e fe lle r s  in  

the  m a in  l iv in g  ro o m  at the Lo d g e , w h e re  he i s  b r ie f in g  the pr e s s  

o v e r coffee and d o ug hnuts. How w e ll  he does i t !  A  l i f e t im e  o f 

le a rn in g  and w o rk in g  w ith  c o n se rv a tio n  and w ith  the im p re s s iv e   

c re d e n t ia ls  o f su c c e ss ;  a rt ic u la te  and know ledgeab le ; and a l l  o f 

t h is  m e lded w ith  su c h  a m ild ,  u n s e lf - im p o rta n t  att itud e  th a t i s  

appea ling  and m u s t ,  I  th in k ,  take so m e  o f the s t in g  out o f the 

n a tu ra l-b o rn  c y n ic  in  a re p o r t e r .

H e  to o k  th e m  on a to u r o f the ra n c h . O f b e a u t if ic a t io n  he 

sa id , "W e  have reached a peak o f N a t io n a l co nc e rn ."   H e  u se d  an 

e x p re s s io n  so m eth ing  l ik e  t h i s ,  " F iv e  y e a rs  ago we w o u ld n 't  have 

d ared  m e n tio n  the w o rd  b eauty.  C r i t ic s  w ou ld  have deemed i t  

f r iv o lo u s .  B u t  now the h ig h  sta n d a rd  o f l iv in g  and m o re  le is u r e  

t im e  and an e v e r- in c re a s in g  p o p u la tio n  a re  w o rk in g  f o r  u s . "   H e
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announced the  m erg ing  of som e 6 c o n se rv a tio n is t groups in to  the 

N ational R e c re a tio n  and P a rk s  A sso c ia tio n .  T his would m ean  low er 

overhead  and m o re  effective  lobbying.

It seem s to m e th a t what we need is  fo r  M rs . Jones and M rs . 

Sm ith  in  D im e Box and R osebud to  take th e ir  lead  pencils  in  hand 

and get out th e ir  ta b le t and w rite  th e ir  C ongressm an  w hat they  

th ink .  They a re  the only people th a t can  re a l ly  p e rsu ad e  C ongress 

to  a c t .
r.(

D o ris  F le e so n  sa id , "C o n g ress  en m a sse  tends to  be 

P h ilis tin e  when co n sid era tio n s of e s th e tic s  a r i s e . "   C h arle s  . 

B a r t le t t  sa id , "C o n g ress  has p e rs is te d  in  a w ary  and u n en th u s ia s tic  

view, of the  B ills ," m eaning the  Highway Im provem ent B il ls .   He 

w ent on to say  th a t he thought W hite House p re s tig e  a p p ea red  

capable of c a rry in g  the na tu r a l  B eauty  cam paign over i ts  f i r s t  

h u rd le , bu t subsequen t h u rd les would acq u ire  a  m ilita tio n  of 

sen tim en t.  I  am  fa r  from  su re  th a t we w ill p a ss  th is  s e s s io n  

a  Highway Im provem ent B ill in a reaso n ab ly  stro n g  fo rm , o r  a t 

a l l .   And if we lo se  them , I th ink  perh ap s tha t we d e se rv e  to 

lo se  them , b ecau se  we haven ' t  t r ie d  h a rd  enough and M rs . Jones 

and M rs . Sm ith  h a v en 't w ritte n . ’

' - 2 - - ■
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Lynda w ent off w ith B re n t and a  P a rk  S e rv ice  Guide to  go up 

D eath  Canyon and then  tu rn  rig h t, into the m oun ta ins.  I s tayed  a t 

the  M ain Lodge a fte r  the p re s s  le f t to  have lunch w ith L au ran ce  

and M ary  R o ck efe lle r and a ll of h is B oard  M em bers, a  s o r t  of 

am alg am  of co n se rv a tio n is ts  fro m  m any groups and fro m  th e  

v a rio u s  R o ck efe lle r F oundations. The D ire c to r  of W illiam sbu rg , 

H en ry  D iam ond, the  E xecutive  D ire c to r  of the  W hite House 

C onference on N a tu ra l B eauty, D ire c to rs  fro m  Cane e l Bay, 

som e 30 o r  so, w ith th e ir  w ives, who had helped L au ran ce  - 

R o ck efe lle r  spend h is m oney so w ise ly  fro m  the redw oods to  

the  E v e rg lad e s , H aw aii to  the  V irg in  Is la n d s .

We had a  de licious lunch  of b ro ile d  s te ak  on a  p o rch  

th a t a lm o s t hangs over the L ake and looks up a t  the T e to n s , 

and I sa t betw een two gentlem en getting on in  y e a rs , g re a t 

s to ry - te l le r s  each, one of whom, had been  the f i r s t  D ire c to r  

of W illiam sb u rg , who put i t  to g e th e r in the m iddle and la te  

T h ir tie s , and the  o th er is  fo rm e r  D ire c to r  of the N ational 

P a rk  S e rv ice , who had w orked w ith M r. R ockefe lle r, L a u ra n c e 's  

f a th e r , in  obtaining the land  and putting to g e th er the  G rand Teton 

N ational P a rk .  I  n ever saw m en  who loved th e ir  w ork  b e tte r ,  

and n ev e r lis te n ed  to  m o re  fasc in a tin g  s to r ie s .   T h a t's  one of the  

— . ■ ' ■_____  ̂ . ^ 3 . :...:• -  - ’ - ■
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lu ck ie s t th ings th a t can  happen to  m an - -  to love h is w o rk  and in  h is 

70 's look back  on i t  w ith a  f ire  of en thusiasm  and a glow of a c h ie v e - 

m en t.

I too took  m ov ies, along w ith  everybody e lse , and th en  la te r  

w atched  Lynda th rough  fie ld  g la s se s , easy  to  see  in  a  b r ig h t red  

sw ea te r  though m ile s  away, a s  she c lim bed the c liff.  They had 

seen  a  b ig -h o rn  sheep and had found and en te red  a  cave .

Y este rd ay  had been  m y day of r e s t ,  so I d id n 't y e a rn  fo r 

a  nap and when L au ran ce  sa id  th a t he and M rs . R o ck efe lle r would 

like  to show m e the ran ch  a f te r  the o th er guests had le ft, I w as 

a ll  read y , in  s tr e tc h  pan ts and the b e s t walking shoes I  w ill e v e r 

own, b ru sh e d  E lk , laced  halfw ay up m y le g s .

L au ran ce  d riv ing , we to u red  the JY , stopped on the banks 

of the  Snake R iv e r .  It w as easy  to  see  how th a t rush ing  w ildness 

of pow er n e v e r f re e z e s  over, even in  b e lo w -zero  w e a th e r .  Too 

sw ift to tam e , and v e ry  dangerous to  fa ll in to , w ith  boots on, in  

icy  w ea th e r.

We saw th e ir  fish ing  lake , w hich they  had stocked w ith 

tro u t, and I w atched a  couple of m en  in  a  sm a ll boat b rin g  out 

p e lle ts  of f ish  food, w hile behind them  followed a  re g u la r  P ie d  

P ip e r 's  en tourage  of tro u t, jumping, grabbing th e  p e lle ts , d iving.
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As we cam e c lo s e r , we could see  the f ish  p e rfe c tly  —   

speck led , about 10 o r  12 inches long, th e ir  de licious b ro th e rs  ; 

we had e a te n  that day fo r lunch.  M ary  R ockefe ller and I had  

 a lre a d y  w alked down to the c o r r a l  th is  m orn ing , but th e re  w as 

one m o re  p lace  they  w anted m e to se e .

Of a ll  th ings, the  garbage dump!  B ecause  i t 's  th e re  w here  

the  g r iz z lie s  com e a lm o st ev e ry  day to have a fine m ea l.  We sa t 

f o r about 20 minutes.  The qui e t  fo re s t  cam e a liv e .  We~saw the 

b usy  l i t t le  s q u ir re ls ,  b ird s  th a t sound like  b lu e jay s , but a  q u ie te r  

g rey  c o lo r , but NO g r iz z lie s .

And then , b ecau se  tw iligh t was approach ing , we d rove  on 

to  the L ucas Ranch, w here we w ere  going to have cock ta ils  w ith  

the F a b ia n s .  O ld tim ers  in  the V alley, g re a t friends of the 

R o ck efe lle rs , who live  in  a p ic tu resq u e  cabin, hom esteaded  

by  one of the  e a r ly  s e t t le r s ,  r ig h t a t the foot of the G rand T eton  

i ts e lf .   And w hat a deligh tfu l p lace  i t  tu rned  out to be!  The rec ip e  

fo r a room  to  love: a  glowing f ire , a  p ic tu re  window fram in g  

the  L ittle  Teton, D isappoin tm ent R idge, and the G rand T eton .   

And shelves and shelves and shelves of books.  The F ab ians 

th em se lv es  w ere  a s  charm ing  as th e ir  house .  They live  in  S a lt 

L ake C ity fo r nine m onths, bu t in  th is  log cabin  a ll  su m m er un til
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snow falls d riv e  th e m  back to c iv iliza tio n . - ^

T hey had th e ir  own v e ry  sp e c ia l b ran d  of O ld F ash io n eds, d e liv e re d  

w ith  a  s o r t  of a  flo u rish , and i t  lived  up to i ts  rep u ta tio n .  M r. F ab ian , 

who w as a  s o r t  of p io n ee r in  conserva tion , had w orked w ith M r. ' _

R o c k efe lle r , L a u ra n c e ' s f a th e r , as a  law yer in  the land  a c q u is itio n s .  

W henever they  m ention  the se n io r  M r . R ockefe ller, i t 's  in  c a p ita ls . - f

M y eyes w ere  opened to  h im  la s t  night when I b o rro w ed  a  book i

~  ̂ f ro m  the Main  L odge called, I  b el ieve , O ur N ational H e rita g e , w h ic h   

to ld  the  th ings h e 'd  w orked  on and g rea tly  s tre tc h e d  m y knowledge of 

h im . I did not know he had con tribu ted  m oney and im ag ination  and 

pow er to saving the redw oods o r p a r ts  of the E verg lades in  F lo r id a , 

w here  the bald  c y p re ss  grow , o r the Indian c liff dw ellings of the  

M esa  V erde  P a rk .

The G rand Teton was clouded in  a  d ra p e ry  of fog, a  sh ifting  

scene  e v e ry  m inute , but alw ays m agn ificen t.  M r. F ab ian  to ld  us 

how P re s id e n t H oover had v is ite d  and fished  th e re .

We drove hom e about d a rk  to find th a t Lynda and B re n t 

had re tu rn e d  fro m  th e ir  m ountain  c lim bing and w ere  s ittin g  by 

the  f i re  in  ou r own cabin . B re n t was playing the g u ita r  - -  folk 

songs of the  W est.  One I e sp ec ia lly  like  about four s tro n g  winds 

•i th a t b low .
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W hile I -was getting  rea d y  fo r d inner, I had a  m e ssa g e  fro m  

M r s . R o ck efe lle r , ask ing  if we d id n 't w ant to  b rin g  B re n t w ith  u s .   

We joined them  a ll  in  the  dining ro o m  for the m o st p lea sa n t evening 

of a l l .  B esid es L au ran ce  and M ary , th e ir  son L a r ry  and J e r r y  

R eese , h is frien d , Stephen, Jay , and p re tty  Sharon  P e rc y  and 

Lynda and B re n t.

I  th ink  p e rh ap s th e  two e ld e r  R o ck efe lle rs  w e re  glowing 

w ith  the  sam e s o r t  of p le a s u r e  I w as, a t having so m any in te llig en t, 

de ligh tfu l young folks th a t we c a re d  about around  u s .

I t  w as good ta lk .  I  w anted to  h e a r m o re  about Ja y  and 

E m m ons, W est V irg in ia .  At lunch  the day b e fo re  he had told, 

us about h is job, w hich began as a  s o r t  of individual d o m estic  

P e a ce  C o rp s , in  the m o st fo rg o tten  hollow, o r so i t  sounded, 

of W est V irg in ia .  S ixty fam ilie s , 47 on re l ie f  and 13 w ith jo b s .   

L e s s  than  a  fifth  of the  folks e v e r b ru sh ed  th e ir  te e th .  T h e ir  v e ry  

language he s c a rc e ly  understood .  M any of the ch ild ren  do not 

go to  school b ecau se  th e re  is  no com pulso ry  school law  -- if  

you live  m o re  th an  two m ile s  off the road  w here  the  school bus 

com es to , and m any  of them  live  fa r th e r  up the hollow than  2 m ile s . 

Som e d o n 't go because  when th e re  a r e  gym c la s s e s  and you have 

to  take  off your pan ts and s h ir t  to show er, they  don 't have on any

ie ia iO iii
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u n d erc lo th es underneath , and they  a re  asham ed , and they  do not w ant 

the  o th er k ids to see  them .

The whole com m unity is  a fra id  of the  outside w orld , used  to 

fa ilu re , the  13 th a t w ork  do s tr ip  m ining, highly d an g ero u s, no sa fe ty  

ru le s ,  craw ling  on your stom ach  th rough  a tunnel about 18 inches 

high, chopping out coal and b rea th in g  dust.

J a y 's  job has la te r  becom e a p a r t  of the P o v e rty  p ro g ra m .

He is  one of the m o s t outstanding  young m en  I  have m e t in  a  long 

tim e . A fter co llege - -  H a rv a rd , I be lieve  i t  w as - -  m il i ta ry  

se rv ic e , and then  a y e a r in  the  S tate  D epartm en t h e re  in  W ashington, 

and then  two o r th re e  y ea rs  in  Japan , w here  he sp ec ia lized  in  

O rien ta l languages. And now why back  in  E m m ons, W est V irg in ia ?  

T h ere  m u s t be som ething of the ph ilo sopher, of the p ra g m a tic  

E v an g e lis t about h im .  He has w ry  hum or and is  m a rv e llo u s ly  

a r t ic u la te  and s im p le  in  h is exp lanation .  And w hat h e ' s try in g  

to  do w ith them , w hich is to m ake them  th ink  fo r th e m se lv e s , fo r 

the  b e t te r  le a d e rsh ip  th e re  in  Em m ons to solve th e ir  p ro b le m s .   

Som ething so s im p le  as to how to  get a school bus to  com e up the  

hollow to p ick  up the ch ild ren , o r how to put up a  sign  th a t m a rk s  

the  town, E m m ons.  And h e 's  not going to do it  fo r  th em .  I t 's

' , ■ - 8 - , .
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going to take  in fin ite  p a tience  and fa ith .  He thinks th e y 're  developing 

i t .   T hey’ve got the school b u s , I  cou ldn 't help w ondering if  h is 

6 fee t 5 s ta tu re  and good face h ad n 't been  a big a s s e t ,  and h is  nam e, 

John  D. R o ck efe lle r IV, a big  hurd le  in h is w ork  th e re .

The ta lk  w ent to m ed ic ine , and B ren t w as n a tu ra l and c le a r  

and quite  im p re ss iv e  in  w hat he sa id .  I t m u st have been  s tag g erin g  . 

com pany, the whole R o ck efe lle r c lan , fo r the young boy w orking h is

w ay th rough  school, though I n ev e r saw anybody t r y  to  d ea l le s s  in  

se lf - im p o rta n c e .  They have m ade a v e ry  dignified peace  w ith  th e ir  

n am e .  I have a  sp e c ia l sym pathy and ad m ira tio n  fo r  them , b ecau se  

th ey 'v e  lived  w ith th e ir  nam e fo r four g en e ra tio n s .  I 'v e  only had 

to  deal w ith a  r a th e r  w ell-know n nam e fo r a couple of y e a rs !

B re n t sa id  he had w ritte n  a  p ap er while in  m ed ica l school 

in  favor of M ed icare , som ew hat to  m y s u rp r is e .   He sa id  he thought 

the  supposed a ttitude  of the  do c to rs  was re a l ly  the a ttitude  of a 

sm a ll  and v e ry  vocal m in o rity  and of the executives they  had h ire d  

to  ru n  AMA.  I t 's  such a dem anding p ro fess io n , taking 16 h ou rs of 

a  m a n 's  day he d o e sn 't  have m uch tim e to look outside i t ,  to  m ake 

up h is m ind about any p o litic a l is s u e s .  And then  he sa id  a  delightfu l 

th ing .  One of the  R ockefe lle r g ir ls  who studied m edicine had 

m a r r ie d  a  d o c to r, and we a ll  sa id  how n ice  and how m uch th ey 'd
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have in  com m on, and he sa id  he thought i t  would be good fo r a  

d o c to r to com e hom e to som ething quite d iffe ren t - -  a  w ife who 

knew about o th er th ings, loved o th er th ings, would en la rg e  his 

h o rizo n s , so to speak .

L au ran ce  and M ary  R o ck efe lle r a re  fu ll of p ro je c ts .  They 

a re  going to South A m erica  in  the  Spring , she on YW b u s in e ss , 

a  g re a t love of h e r s ,  and he to  w ork  and deal w ith fellow c o n se rv a -

tio n is ts .  He seem s to have a  ne tw ork  of them  - -  in te rn a tio n a l.  
.

T ogether they  w ill w rite  an a r t ic le  fo r the  N ational G eograph ic .

 I to ld  them  I  w anted so m uch fo r th em  to save one w eek 

du ring  A p ril o r M ay to com e and v is i t  us a t the ran ch .  I  re a l ly  

look fo rw ard  to i t  m o st e a g e r ly .

T his w as the  b e s t evening of the t r ip  - -  a ll  th a t I  had 

w anted it  to be: tw ilight, frien d sh ip , good ta lk .
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