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Thorsdayt, September éth .
Wae the Eest dof 1;ny dafe Ain the: _Tetonst
In tlde .morni.ng I talked to Lyndon'end to Willis Huz;st | Tuesday :
. m.ght had been bad Lyndon had been m1serable with Chl].lS.‘ He had
‘a.sked Luci to come in and she had kept h1m warm a.nd comforted
Wllhs sounds ca.lm su:e of the p;ogno—s;:: He's.‘g.oing home -

: later in the da.y and returnmg in two weeks. o

A 11tt1e a,fter 11 I walked over to Jom the Rockefelle'rs in

the fnain.living room at the Lodge, wher‘e he is br1ef1ng the p;pfess

over coffee and doughn‘u'ts,'.' ‘How well he does it! A lifetime of

learning and working with conservation and w ith'the impres sive’

~credentials of success; articulate and knowledvgeable;”and all of

this melded"with suoh a mlld, uns elf-.'.xnporta.nt aititude that is. =
appeeling and must(; I thio.k, take some of the .stir_xg out of_the.
natural-born fimtek in a :eporter. :
He took them on a tour of lthe fetxch. _Of‘bea‘.uti:t"iea.t‘ion he:

said; "We ha;vev_reached a.peak of National con.cerin. .".. He dsed ar;_.

~ expres sion something like this, "Five yeare ago we wooldn't have

' vdared mention the word beauty. Critics vtould have deemed it » _'
ﬁ'ivolous."'kb_B.ut now the high'stendafd 'of'livin‘gda.n.d rrto:t:'e ieisurle o
titne and ao ever-incfeasing poéolation Aa.re wo_rkirig :Eor u.s ."”> I-.I,e'.j‘

,—1 _A..
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Thursday, September 9th (continued)

fI-"’h_i;istine when considerations of esthetics arise.' _C‘:‘harl_es_. .

announced the merging of some 6 conservationist groups into the

National Rec'reafion and Parks Association. ‘This would mean lower
overhead and more effective lobbying.

- It seems to me that what we need is for Mrs. Jones-and Mrs. o

Smith in Dime Box and Ros ebud ,to__t,'ake thve_ir_l,,lea,d 'pencils._ in'h‘a.nd“ | Cnioa

ah.dv\—.get out their tablet and write t'he_ixl" Congressman wha.t.thevy _ o i ( e
th1nk They are the only people that can rea.liy persuade Congress

e —

to act. - -

Doris Fleeson said, "Congress en masse tends to be -

- Bartlett said, "Cengress has persisted in a wary and unenthusiastic SRR

view. of the Bills, " meaﬁing the High\'avayv Irnpi:ow}ement Bills. He SO

went on to say that he thought White House prest1ge appeared e

ca.pa.ble of carrying the :ﬁzlg’beauty campalgn over its f:r.rst . o S T .

hurdle, but subsequent hurdles would acqun:e a m111ta.t1on of . ‘ ' L

sentiment. I am far from Sure that we will pass this session

- a Highway Improvement Bill in a rea.sona.biy strong form, or at '

all. And if we lose them, I think perhaps that we deserve to

_lose them, because we_y haven't t'r.ied hard enough and Mrs. Jones )

and VMrs . Smith'hax}enft written.

2 ';,
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Cbri;ferenée"gn"Natural Beauty; '"D'ii'ectors‘:fro’m‘Ca.neel Bay,

- some 30 or so0, with their wives, -who had-helped Laurance -

Thursday, ' September 9th (continued)

Lynda went off with Brent and a Park Service Guidé to go 'up -

Death Canyon and then turn right, into the mountains. I sté,yed at -

| the Main Lodv.ge'a.fter the press left to ha,vé lunch with Laurance
-"and Mary Rockefeller and all of his Board Members, a sort-of
.amalgam of conservationists from many groups and from the

-various Rockefeller Foundations. "The Diréctor-~é£W illiamsbur g,b

Henry Diamond, the Executive? Director of the White House

Sy

Rockefeller spend his money so Wisely from the :Eedwoods_ to

the Everglades, Hawaii to the Virgin Islands.

We had a ;ielicious lunch of Broilgd s‘teia,k on a pox.':ch,
tha..t ahnoét hangs'qver the I;ai(e and looks up .a,t the Tetons,
and I s‘af between twq geqtlerﬁen getting _on‘q'.n years; great.
stor;,'r-lt‘ellers each, one of w_honi had been the first Director

of Williamsburg, who pﬁt it together in the middle and late

‘Thirties, and the other is former Director of the National

Park Service, who had worked with Mr. Rockefeller,' Laurance's

O F ather, in obtaining the land and putting together the »Grar.xd Teton

National Park. I never saw rmen who loved their work better, R

and never listened to more fascinating stories. That's one 3 “Aha
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" a nap and when Laurance said that he and Mrs. Rockefeller would

Plper s entoura.ge of trout, Ju.mpmg, grabbmg the pellets. dlvmg-b

1965

Thursday., September 9th {continued)

luckiest things that ca.nl happen to man -- to love his work and in his

70's look back on it with a fire of enthusiasm and a vglow of achie{re-

ment.

I too took movies, along with everybddy else, and then later

‘watched Lynda through field glasées; eas& to see in a bright red

sweater though miles away, as she .clim;b'ed_ the cliff. They had, i

 seen a'big-hornd sheep and had found and entered a cave. |

Yésterd;y'ﬂad been fny day of rest, so L didn't y‘é'a).f;i_lfo'r. ; o

all re.ady,' in stretch pants and the best walking shoes I will ever
own, brusheéd Elk, liced halfway up my legs.

" Laurance driving, webtoured the‘J'Y, stopped on the banks

of the Snake River. It was easy to see how that rus'hing Wildnéjss 7

of power never freezes over, even in below-zero weather. Too
swift to tame, and very dangerous to fall into, with boots on, in
icy weather. .

We saw the'ir fishing laké,, which they had stocked with h

trout, and I watched a couple of men in a small boa.t bmng out “

'pellets of £1sh food while behmd them follow ed a regular P1ed

:, like to show me the ranch after the other guesfs had left; Iw'as' S

e
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Thursday, - September 9th (continued)

| ~ As we came closer, we could see the fish- perfectly ;-A -
,-speckled about 10 or 12 inches long, their del1c1ous brothers ;
oS | T R

we had eaten-the day for lunch Mary Rockefeller and I had _' _ Cew s

already walked-down to'the corral th1s mormng, but there was Co

one more place-they wanted me to see. . .. . oo N

of all th1ngs, the garbage durnp' Because it's_.‘thve"re, where“

the gnzzhes come almost every day to have a fme meal We sat '

o ot e et

for about 20 mmutes." The‘ qu1et“forest came“a:hve. We saw the ”“

..,',.

busy 11ttle squn'rels, blrds that sound hke blue_]ays, but a quleter L -

- grey color, but NO gr1zz11es.

And then, because tw1l1ght was approachmg, we drove on L

'. to the Lucas Ranch where we were going to have cocktalls w1th o et

the F abians. ) Oldtimers in the Valley, great friends of'the
Rockefellers, ‘who live in a plcturesque cab1n, homesteaded
by one of the early-settlers, right at the foot of the Grand Teton |
,1ts,elf.. And what a del1ghtful place 1t turned out to be! The reclpe
for a rboom to love: a glowing fire, a picture window framiné ) “
e

—~ o ‘Qshelves and shelves and shelves of books.. The Fabians

the Little Teton, Disappointment Ridge, and the Grand Teton

Jthern:selves 'we're‘ as charrning as their house. They live in Salt

Lake City forAn_inev months , but in this log cabin _all\ summer until
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Thursday, September 9th (continued)

R snowfa.lls drlve them back to crv111zat10n.
They ha.d the1r own very speC1a1 brand of O1d Fashlons, dehvered | .

with a sort of a ﬂourlsh, and it lived up to its repnta.tlon.‘ Mr. Fab1a.n,
who was a sort of pioneer in conservation, had worked with Mr; B . . ~,»,-:

. I?;ockefeller, Laurance‘s Father, _a..s'.a lewyer in the land 'acquisitions. :
w_henev'er they mention the eenior Mr : Rockefeiler, it's in.cap‘itals . ‘ o mne

My ‘eyes were opened to him lasi:'night when I borrow ed a hook

. .u.«.«;»w»‘ —dtm g

| . told the thlngs he'd worked on and grea.tly stretched my knowledge of
Ah1m. '1did not know he had contr1buted money and 1mag1na.t1on and
'b:power to sa\nng the redwoods or parts of the Evergladee in Florlda, .
where the ba.ld cypress grow, or the Indian clﬁf dwellings of the
.‘ Mesa Verde Park. | | | |
dThe Grand Teton was ciouded: ina dre,pery of fog, a shiftrng
scene every minute, but alwaye ma.gnificent. Mr Fabian told u‘s-
: how President Hoover had vdsited and ‘ﬁshed.th‘ere..
We dro;«re horne a.bout.dark to find the,t Liynda and Brent\
had returned from their mountavin CIirnbing and were sitting‘by
o~ o the fire in» our own cabin.. Brent.wa.s ‘plla..ying' the énitar -- folk
' "'s'ongns of the 'Weetv.;' One f[“es'pe.ei._al'ly' 1ik'e 'abo'nt'_ fou‘r'»stron"g vw"indsi Lo

. that blow. -

1
b




ALynda. and Brent

~ to take off your pants and sh1rt to shower, they don't have on any
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Thursday, ‘September 9th (eontinued) _

Whilla 1 Was getting.ready for dinner, .I had a message from
Mrs ,', R'ockefeller, asking if ‘we didn't want to hring. Brent with'ns;
We joined thern all in the dining room forv the rnost pleasant‘e_vening‘ : o ¥ -
of all. Besides Laurance and Mary, their ”son Larry and J erry

Reese, his frlend Stephen, Jay, ‘and pretty Sharon Percy and

I think perhaps the two elder Rockefellers were glowmg

[PPSR 3

. ,wlth the same sort of pleasure I was; - at havmg._so many. 1nte111gent SR

dehghtful young folks that we cared about around us. .

It was good talk I wanted to hear more about J ay and -

: 'Ernmons, West V1rg1n1a. At lunch the day b'efore" he'had told . -
S us about his »jol)., thich b.e‘gan as a sort of individual domestic |

~ Peace Corps, . in the most forgotten hollow, or sQo 1t sounded

of West Virg1n1a. Slxty families, 47 on relief and 13 with JObS.

Less than a fifth of the fo_lks ever _brushed thvelr teeth. Their very

_language he scarcely understoo_d. Many of the children do not.

go to school because there is no compulsory school lawe_ If
you live more than two miles off the road where the school bus

comes to, and many of them live farther up the hollow than 2 miles. ,

: Some don't go because When there are gym classes and you have
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Thursday, September 9th (continued)

undexrclothes undernea.th, and they are asharmed, and they do not want

the cher kids to see them.

' ‘The whole community is afraid of the outside_World, used to

failure, vthe‘ 13 Vtha’.t work do strip mining, highly dangeroue,_no'safety
. i'ules, crawling on your stdma.ch‘ 'through'a tunnel about 1.8‘ inches

'h1gh chopp1ng out coal and breath1ng dust.

Jay's JOb has la.ter become a pa.rt of the Poverty program.

- He is onelof,vthe most outstanding young men‘,I,_have met in aﬂlong-

' ,tifne. - After college -- Harvard, I believe rit-‘ was -- military "

service, and then a year in the State Deparf’ment here in Wé.shingtdn,

" and then two or three years in Japan, where he specialized in.

Oriental languages. .And ne_w why back in Emmons, .West"Virgin_ia. ?

There must be something of the philosopher, of the pragmatic
Evangelist about him." He hé.s wry humor and is marvellously |
articulate and simple in his explanation. And what he's trylng

to 'do with them, which is to make them think for ‘themse]'.vves, :>Eo4r_

' the better leadership there in Emmons to solve their problems. .

Something so simple as to how to get a 's'chool bus to come up the

‘hollow to pick up the ch11dren, or how to put up a 51gn that ma.rks

the town, Emmons. And he s not omg to do it for them. i It’s

'-‘8—

[N SR T T
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. self-importance. They have made a very' dignified peace withrr their

na.rne. I ha.ve a spec1a1 sympathy and admiration for them, because

to deal w1th a rather well -known name for a couple of years.

'up his mind a.bout any pohtical issues. And then he said a delightful

'thing One of the Rockefeller girls who studied medicme had “ B

Thursday, September 9th (contmued)

going to take infinite patience and faith. He thinks they're'developing‘ -

it. __They‘ve got the school bus. I couldn't help wondering if _his' ,. ) .

6 feet 5 stature and good face hadn't been a big asset, and his name, :
John D. Rockefeller IV, a big hurdle in his work there.

‘The talk went to medicine, and Brent was natural and ‘clear

and quite impressive in what he ,sa.id. It must have been staggermg S S

compa.ny, the whole Rockefeller clan, for the young boy workmg h‘.I.S

way through school, thoughv I'never saw anybody try to deal"less: in

| _ they've lived w1th their name for four generations. I' e only had

|

Brent said he had yvritten a paper while in medical school» o
in favor of Medicare, somewhat to my lsurprise | He said he thought |
the supposed attitude of the doctors was really the attitude of a
small and very vocal minority and of the executives they had hir.ed ' |
to.run AMA; 'lt's such a.. ‘demanding proies s'ion, '._takin‘g 16 vhou_r's of

a man's day he doesn't have much'tirne to look outside it, to make

married a doctor, and we all said how n1ce and how much they'd"
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Thixrsday, September 9th (colntinued)

.hé,.ve in common, and he said he thought 1t woﬁid be good for a.
" .doﬁtdr to corhé home to ‘s.ome_thing Quite diff:erent -1- a \ﬁsife Who ' PRI
knew a.bouf% éthez; fhirigs', n/loved other ‘thin.gs, would ‘enla.rge his
.‘h‘orizons, so to sp;é.k. |
3 Laurancg vand Ma.rjvr Rockéfeller aré full iof prdj.le::ts Théy '

are 'going to South America in the Séring, she on YW busiﬁess, = |

a . vgreat love of hefs, and he to work and deal with féll»ow” conserva- .

- ' ' tiQniéts .‘ ‘ Hese;amé .to;ha.;r; a. netw 6rk of them -- infei'l."lna:{io“riz:all-.ﬂ
o - | - Together they ﬁill write an article for thé Nai;iona.l G.eograph'i"c:.. |
. .:-__I,told_v.them_,'I,yv a.rtltejd_ s o:_,much.:fp_r‘the'n'i,té._ sa;re '6ne”.,w eek. B
during‘ April or May to come and visit us at the ranc.ll."_ 1 feé.lly
' iodk forward to it rﬁost eaglerly. |
. This wvas.th'e béét A.evening of' the.'ltrip ;-'— é.il that I ha.d:

wanted it to be: twilight, friendship, good talk.




