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It a c t u a l l y  b e g a n  a b o u t  1:00. I h a d  a r r i v e d  a t  the White H o u s e  

f r o m  the G r a n d  T e t o n s  in  D e n v e r  a  l i t t l e  b e f o r e  m i d n i g h t  to f in d  m y  

h u s b a n d  - -  m y  s u p p o s e d l y  s i c k  h u s b a n d  - - t o  w h o m  I w a s  r e t u r n i n g  

w i t h  c o n c e r n  a n d  s y m p a t h y  - -  gone - -  gone  to  N ew  O r l e a n s  to s u r v e y  

the  h u r r i c a n e  d a m a g e  of  B e t s y .  He l e f t  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n  a b o u t  5 :0 0 .  He 

w a s  d u e  b a c k  s o m e t i m e  a f t e r  m i d n ig h t .  T h e r e  w a s  n o b o d y  a t  a l l  - -  

n o b o d y  - -  t h a t  I c o u l d  a s k  how he fe l t  a n d  w h y  he  w e n t .  So I s a t  d o w n

w i t h  th e  a c c u m  u l a t e d  m a i l  a n d  then  a b o o k  to w a i t  f o r  h i s  r e t u r n .
C.rr--

A lo n g  a b o u t  1 : 0 0 , ^ l o o k in g  w e a r y ,  bu t  t a lk in g  a b o u t  n o th in g  b u t  t h e  

h u r r i c a n e  d a m a g e ,  c h e c k i n g  o v e r  the D e p a r t m e n t s  e v e n  a t  th a t  h o u r  

a b o u t  w h e t h e r  fo o d  w a s  b e i n g  f lown in  a n d  m e d i c i n e  a n d  c o t s  a n d  t e l l i n g  

^ t h e  m a n  w h o  h a d  r u s h e d  u p  to h im  a n d  s a i d ,  " I ' v e  l o s t  m y  b a b y ! "  One  

w a s  I y e a r  o ld ;  one  w a s  4. And L y n d o n ' s  f a c e  c o n t o r t e d  j u s t  a s  th e  

m a n ' s  h a d  j u s t  a s  t h o u g h  h e  w e r e  a b o u t  to c r y .  He s a i d  i t  w a s  

h o r r i b l e .  He t a l k e d  a n d  r e a d  u n t i l  a b o u t  2 :00 ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  to s l e e p .

So i t  w a s  n e a r l y  10 :00  the n e x t  m o r n i n g  w h e n  vve w o k e  up  - -  g r a t e f u l l y ,  

w o n d e r f u l l y  - - a  S a t u r d a y  of r e s t  to lo o k  f o r w a r d  to .  _________

I
D ay  b y  d a y  the  p r e s s  s t o r i e s  f r o m  the G r a n d  T e t o n s  h a d  b e c o m e  

l e s s  a n d  l e s s  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  B r e n t  E a s t m a n .  I a l m o s t
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w i s h e d  I  h a d  c l i m b e d  the  G r a n d  T e t o n a  i t s e l f  to top  the B r e n t  s t o r y .  

How  c r u e l l y  e m b a r r a s s i n g  f o r  a  f ine young  m a n  w ho  h a s  t h r e e  d a t e s  

a n d  s h o w s  no p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  e x c e p t  a s  a  f r i e n d .  A n d  f o r  a  y o u n g  

g i r l  w h o  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  s e n s i t i v e ,  p r i v a t e  a n d  p e r h a p s  a  t r i f l e  u n s u r e .

L u c i  a n d  H e l e n e  L in d o w  a r e  go ing  a l o n g  w i t h  A n n  H a n d  to 

c h a p e r o n  a n d  h e l p  s e l e c t  clo th .e s .  .

Liuci  c a m e  i n  to s a y  th a t  th i s  w a s  the  f i r s t  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  s i n c e  

s h e  w a s  11 t h a t  s h e  h a d n ' t  h a d  a  d a t e .  Wliat a  lo t  o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  

l i t t l e  g i r l  g e t s  f r o m  b e i n g  a  g i r l . F o r  a b o u t  a  y e a r  a n d  t h r e e  m o n t h s  

now  - -  s i n c e  J u n e  of  ' 6 4  - -  s h e  h a s  b e e n  to t a l l y  h a p p y  a n d  b u b b l i n g .

B u t  I  f o r  o n e  - -  l e t  m e  c o u n t  m y  b l e s s i n g s .

P h i l i p  B o b b i t t  h a s  b e e n  o u r  h o u s e  g u e s t  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s .  H e ' s  

a t  one  of  t h o s e  c r o s s r o a d s  in  l i fe  - -  two y e a r s  a h e a d  of  h i m s e l f  i n  

s c h o o l  - -  h e ' d  p l a y e d  too  m u c h  a t  the U n i v e r s i t y  of  T e x a s ,  a n d  a f t e r  

the  f i r s t  t e r m  of m a k i n g  e x c e l l e n t  g r a d e s ,  he  h a d  s t o p p e d  w o r k i n g ,  

c o m e  to a n  i m p a s s e .  N ow  h e r e  he  i s  on S e p t e m b e r  11th t r y i n g  to  

g e t  i n t o  e i t h e r  H a r v a r d  o r  P r i n c e t o n .  H e ' s  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  a t  P r i n c e t o n .  

A n d  h e  c a m e  in  to t e l l  u s  g o odbye  a n d  th a n k s  f o r  s t a y i n g  h e r e  a n d  f o r  

the  h e l p  L y n d o n ' s  s t a f f  h a s  g iv e n  h im .
• • _ 4 .

_______________________________________________________________________________ _______________ ____________________________ . .
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J a c k  h a s  been  c o u n se lo r  and f r ie n d  and  h a s  s o m e h o w  m a n a g e d  

to open the d o o rs  to P r in c e to n  to him a t  th is  la te  date  and  a t  the sam e  

t im e  to f i r e  P h i l ip 's  a m b it io n  so tha t I th ink he is  getting off to i t  w ith  

a  good s t a r t .

He an d  L u c i  gave each  o th e r  an a f fec tio n a te  hug. And L u c i  

s a id  they  had  s a t  up u n ti l  2:30 th is  m o rn in g  ta lk ing  in h e r  own p r iv a te  

to w e r  ro o m  - -  the S o la r iu m .  L u c i h as  a  m o s t  in t im a te  r a p p o r t  w ith  

a  w ide ra n g e  of people  f ro m  8 to 80.

I t  w as  a  s low  a n d  e a s y  d a y .   I  d id  som e d e sk  w o rk  w hich  only  

s ta g g e re d  m e .   And then  abou t 4:30 I lay  down fo r  a  long and  lu x u r io u s  

nap , w aking  a  l i t t l e  b e fo re  7:00.

I  c a l le d  Lyndon to see  w hat he would l ike  to do with the evening 

an d  he b egan  to n a m e  people  he w ould like to a s k  over  fo r  d in n e r .   A 

S a tu rd a y  even ing  a t  7:00 is not e x a c t ly  the id e a l  t im e  to p lan  a d in n e r  

p a r ty  to beg in  w ith in  the h o u r .   But we wound  up by  having the Joe  B a r r s  - -  

h e 's  the U nder S e c r e ta r y  of the T r e a s u r y ,  the Gene F o le y s ,  two young 

couples, f ro m  the D e p a r tm e n ts  tha t Lyndon looks upon a s  c o m e r s  an d  a s  

v e r y  ab le  m e n  - -  H a r r y  and  C lay M c P h e rs o n  who b rough t th e i r  baby,

P e t e r  B a x te r  in  a  b a s k e t  - -  h e ' s  two m onths  old. And a ls o  a  b ag  of  

f r e s h  h o m e -g ro w n  to m a to s .  And to m y  delight, Mike and  M a ry  E l le n  

M o n r oney.  M a ry  E l le n  is  one of the few  people a ro u n d  town who 

c o n s is te n t ly  a s k s  m e  p la c e s  - -  a s k s  u s  p la c e s .   And I w as  d e lig h ted
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w hen i t  w as  L yndon 's  own idea  to a s k  them .  One of the m o s t  a t t r a c t iv e  

a n d  so c ia l  coup les  in  the town.  They  n e v e r th e le s s  s e e m e d  r e a l  p le a s e d  

to be w ith  u s  on th is  sp u r - o f - th e -m o m e n t  fash ion .

■ The 10 of us m ad e  s h o r t  w o rk  of d r in k s .   Lyndon in  h is  d ie t  

m e a n s  an  e a r ly  d in n e r ,  an d  tha t i s  a p lus f o r  a l l  of u s .

A nd then we had  coffee on the T ru m a n  B alcony  looking 

out o v e r  the l ig h ted  foun ta in  w ith  the M onum ents  and  the w aning  m oon 

above  the T r e a s u r y .   And then w ent down to the th e a t r e  to s e e  "T h e  

P r e s i d e n t ' s  C oun try"  fo r  the f i r s t  t im e fo r  our g u e s ts  a n d  the two 

dozen th  fo r  m e .  ^

P e t e r  B a x t e r  M c P h e r s o n  o c c a s io n a l ly  a n n o u n c e d  h i s  p r e s e n c e ,  

a n d  so m e h o w  he  m a d e  h i s  w ay  in to  the k i tc h e n  w h e r e  he  w a s  p r o p e r l y  

lo v e d  by  Z e p h y r  a n d  a l l  the  h e lp .   W hat a n  a m u s in g  c o n t r a s t  th is  o ld  

h o u s e  s e e s  - -  f r o m  the m o s t  s o p h i s t i c a te d  g u e s ts  to  the  h o m e y  g u e s t s  

w ho a r r i v e  w ith  a  b a b y  in  a  b a s k e t  an d  f r e s h  to m a to s  f o r  the  e v e n in g 's  

m e a l .




