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T ( was a day of work and two glittering events. ' I had breakfg‘st

© with Lyndon, worked with Bess on invitations; and then to Lyndon's

" office to greet the Astronauts -- Conrad and Cooper -- who up until

‘were shooting a barrage of pictures. - - - -

now have made thre’long‘es,t flight'of anyone in space.

The Conrac@ had four little boys Who stole the show, from

‘ Chrls 4 to Peter 10 who lmed up behind Lyndon s desk, much more -
'_1»nteres_ted in the paraphernaha on.it than in the fact that the1r~ fath_er
and Gordon Cpop_e'rvwe.r'e:ieceiving‘ the Exceptional Service Medalr-s

. from LYﬁddn.and’--about 30 or 40 'px.-ess‘ p'ebple," rn";’)é’tly‘cam-er'a.' th‘en";_--' -

ey,

)
. TR

The Gordon Cbopers I had met before. They have two girls -~

' "Cam and Jan -- attractive and polite. Théf\}véﬂrﬁexlea‘.'\fi'n'g with them

right away and the Conrads, but not their little boys, to vi_sit six.

countries on good will tours for the United States.

But the star portion of the day was brief, and then back for

a session of fittings with Lucinda and then to the dentist in the basement °

for a long hour and a half,”
Then Lynda Bird came in for lunch. Iam treasufing my time

with her because a week from now she will be gone. Yesterday we ha.d' ,

. three games’ of bowling, and I got 146 -- the best s¢ore, save one,‘ I've )

" ever had.
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I talked w1thMr Williams about the g.:t'ass.' Iam ts:yi_n-gx to ‘.
‘i'e'me'tnbeif A W."',s'v-philosophy-"tha’t the be‘stpf‘erti‘lizer for any man's ‘
rancvh: is the footsteps of the 'owner.' An.d-though' Iam tenant and not
owner .Ivvimust.at"‘l_:eas‘tfbeha.i/e:lilljce vigi'llant‘gua.rdi‘an. »We are going B

_to 'Oive ~up trying" to have the. p'ure marion and have a,fnixtiiré of the

—'e“jq 6,;/

Kentucky blue grass rx«eesq-ua and)ready for th1s Fal& some rye - '. el ST o
I talked w1th Dale Malechek about gettmg the bluebonnet seeds R "'-‘;'-'-_": b

o m and A W about Ma.nallen who is not domg well And about the .

ﬁ o ‘bid I had had on ge’tting some 'su_r&ieyii’ig‘o.fv'th'e main '.yard -~ the grove" :
< SRR R TR AR e
- - and su’rrounding’ar’e‘a -~ at the Ranch so that we could revise the overall E
1andscap1ng He thought it was too hlgh He would try for another b1d -- S

a local one -’- all small 'neeesksax.-‘yv prleces of work that atnount to 11tt1e -
1nd1v1dually but must be doneﬂlf the whole 1s-t0 be a pretty plcturev
' Lyndon has come from 226 pounds to 208 . He tne.s to assuage'
his own desire for somethmg,xeally good to eat by teasing andbgoat.{ing: '
m e, hatrin'g decided that I should 1o¢se 1 pound fo.;t’ eilrery.,two-‘he '
'1oqse‘s» and, that sotneti‘me 1 Ap,romisled I would do that. I eannot’remen"xberu |
when. He said, .”You and Zephyr can.glve rnore advice and tavke less. " v '
- At 4:00 was the other 1mportant meet1ng of the day e— tea wlth 5
rm Madame Chlang ‘I tnet her'at the en_tranee of the Dlplomat_lc Recephon '

: Room where p1ctures were made And then we went up to the Yellow Room .
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a.ccompamed by.the other guests -~ the Chmese Ambassador'an:':l
Mrs, Chow, _V1rg1n1a Rusk ‘Ann a.nd Lloyd Hand, a.nd Mrs. Ch1ang s
.nepheyv,‘_ Mr. L. K Kong. Mrs. John Foster Dulles was the only . :
”othgni' guest ‘ | | | | |

| This was a decision of'th_e State Department that it should be

a pe‘r'SOna;l, infor'ma_l, tea -- a_sort of a low-key visit rather than -

assﬁm.i;ig in any way the flavor of a State visit. And how could I

possibly evaluate the various sensitive c,\ords in today's international.

:picturé and the fact ;hat alsé_of course Madame Chiang is not a Chief _r e AR

of State but the wife of one -- influential thoughb she is. But I .rememb‘erec.l

our wonderful visit to Taiwan in 1961 with all its pomp and display.

D T T PP R RIS S SOUN SO

and tried to be just as warm and friendly as I could which wasn't
- enough because the press was lying in wait to write a snide story.
" Could it be because none of them were invited to the t,ea'and'it was a

private tea ? o

Poor Simone was left to brief the press afterward on what took _ -

place because Liz is in Texas making a speech. And shé"really had a

. ‘bapti'srn of fire.

.. Lloyd Hand took notes on what was discussed,a‘_little 't0o honest = - '

notes I am afraid, because at one point in remembering how marvelously

industrious the people of Taiwan were -- they used every inch of soile— .. . .

I commented on the fact that between the rice paddies in .th.é' little trench

A+ e b b s 8 vt 2t L e e
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- Mrs. Chiang told me lithat it was, that they weré very good -- they were

' _quif:é é.“delicacy:‘ar'xd wefe raised com'rriercially)ﬁt'to 'sell)
And the reporting on -this added just the nutty touch to the stories that
were a.lre_adgtl expéct) going to be rather venomous,

The conversation was innocuous tea table talk -- Madame

' Chiang's painting. Yes, she still was. In fact she's started in a new .

. direction -~ in water 'colcvilrsv in addition to her ilong’ loved pen a;nd ink

" sketches.” My ride in the @elfy cab with Mrs. Ching, the wife of the -

Vice President, and our pied f)ipgr followin'g‘,-"_tll-;‘e’ bustling"air‘ of Y

aéﬁivity' 1 had encountered everywhere in Taiwan and how much I ha;d

to see the desa_liniza'tiOn plant, personal talk ylabout friends with Mrs.

Dulles whom she had known for m'ariy" yeéfs. SR

~ But alas the frog legs and the naivetk of me and of Lidyd for o

- giving ﬁrewo.od to the press to roast us in.

2 Lyndoﬁ came in during the tea and .t‘ook 'M'a.'da'.rh"(:hia'._ng out 6r_1 R |
- the T:.;;ngh Ba}éony. Ahd then a Aml;)rﬁent later, | doWr; to see the-
; Lincélh Roomnandl.vthe T‘rea;y Rogm. What they ta;lkea about I have

no idea. But he was v&arm and frieﬁdly and genuiné enough I believe

to take a little bit of t;heij sting out of the stories that she read later. . .

[

g

%water I had heard they'raise.d‘,frogs for frog legs. And was that true?

in that fashion..

.admired it, Ambassador Chow's recent trip down to Freeport, Texas

i
+
[
!
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Then after he left, we went downstairs, and because she is
an artist I thought she might like to go through the State Dining Room
and the Red Room and the Blue Room and the Green Room and the
East Room and see the collection of paintings so greatly expanded
since the times that she was here because of Mrs. Kennedy's work.

On the way to the North Portico to say goodbye, she told me
that she remembered how nice I had looked in yellow and that she
had brought me some yellow silk and an old jade mirror. She said
they do not make them like that any more.

I really enjoyed the hour I spent with her, and yet as she left
I felt wistful, admiring -- she is so intelligent and has lived through

so much -- sorry, wishing that I could have done more -- but what”

In all, dissatisfied.

Then I drove home with Tony out to Diana's house as she was
having a small dinner party for George Reedy, for her boss, Mr.

Wiggins of the Peace Corps, and three or four guests.
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) Diaﬁa. is furnishing her house slowiy -- some Spaniéﬁ 'f;ar.n_itu:z;e',

" some tﬁings fro_rn .To;xy. And I wa'g tou:ched to see a few very m_o.dgé‘;st‘"_

thin‘gsv 'tha.t I had'giv-eh hef long a'go.ané thougiﬂ: she musthave chsca.rded ) e
. ~V_Lisba. .aﬁd Aléxa‘.h.der lookéd wonde-rfulr }--l Ahandéon;e and hgaltflhy |
‘and fall é.nd slirﬁ. " |
| ,v_,'gut‘i-hurri‘ed‘ back to t'he‘Whitve'House to have dipnerj~§vith:‘ |
Lyncllor;.a‘ littlg»bast'?):o_o;l And thenmy exéz;c;i'sélé wh1chI am determmed
tobe v1gorousabout1canat leastmatch Lyndon 1n loﬁsmg afew

'."inc'hes"if not pounds.
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