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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N  ~ ,

T u esd a y , S ep tem b er 14, 1965 P a g e  1

It w a s a day of w ork  and two g lit ter in g  ev en ts .  I had b r e a k fa s t  

w ith  Lyndon, w ork ed  w ith  B e s s  on invitation s,- and then to L yndon 's  

o ff ic e  to g r e e t  the A stron au ts - -  C onrad and C ooper - -  who up u n til 

now  h a v e  m ad e the lo n g e s t  flig h t of anyone in  sp a ce .

The C o n r a d s  had four lit t le  b oys who s to le  the show , from  

C h ris  4  to P e te r  10 who lin ed  up behind L yndon's d esk , m uch m o r e  

in te r e s te d  in  the p ara p h ern a lia  on it  than in the fa c t that th eir  fa th er  

and G ordon C ooper w e r e  r e c e iv in g  the E x cep tion a l S e r v ic e  M ed als  

from  Lyndon and about 30 or 40 p r e s s  p eo p le , m o s t ly  c a m era  m en , 

w e r e  sh ootin g  a b a rra g e  of p ic tu r e s . -

The G ordon C oop ers I had m et b e fo r e . T hey have two g ir ls  - -  

Cam  and Jan - -  a ttra c tiv e  and p o lite . T hey w e re  lea v in g  w ith  them  

r ig h t aw ay and the C onrads, bat not th e ir  lit t le  b o y s , to v is i t  s ix  

c o u n tr ie s  on g o o d  w il l  tou rs fo r  the U nited  S ta tes .

But the s ta r  p ortion  of the day w as b r ie f , and then b ack  for  

a  s e s s io n  of f it tin g s  w ith  Lucinda and then to the d en tist in  the b a sem en t  

for a lon g  hour and a h a lf.

T hen Lynda B ird  cam e in for lunch.  I am  trea su r in g  m y  tim e  

w ith  h e r  b e c a u se  a w eek  from  now sh e w il l  be gone. Y e ste r d a y  w e had  

th ree  g a m e s  of b ow ling , and I got 146 - -  the b e s t  s c o r e , sa v e  on e, I've  

. e v e r  had.

’ I '



rTar;i75rr:rrTrrr
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THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N .;v-

T u esd a y , S ep tem b er  14, 1965 P a g e  2
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I ta lk ed  w ith  M r. W illia m s about the g r a s s .   I am try in g  to  

r em em b er  A. W .'s  p h ilosop h y  that the b e s t  f e r t i l iz e r  for  any m a n 's  

ranch  i s  the fo o ts te p s  of the ow ner.  And though I am tenant and not 

ow ner I m u st a t le a s t  b ehave lik e  v ig ila n t guardian . We a re  going  

to  g ive up try in g  to have the pure m a r io n  and have a m ix tu re  of the 

K entucky b lu e  g r a s s  and fesque and, read y  fo r  th is Fall ,  som e r y e .

I ta lk ed  w ith  D ale  M alech ek  about gettin g  the b luebonnet s e e d s  

in  and A . W. about M a ria llen  who is  not doing w e ll .   And about the 

b id  I had had on gettin g  som e su rv ey in g  of the m ain  yard  - -  the grove  

and su rrou n d in g  a r e a  - -  at the R anch so  that w e cou ld  r e v is e  the o v e r a ll  

la n d sca p in g . He thought it  w as too high; He w ould try  for  another b id  - -  

a lo c a l  one - -  a l l  s m a ll n e c e s s a r y  p ie c e s  o f w ork  that am ount to lit t le  

in d iv id u a lly  but m u st be done if  the w hole is  to be a p retty  p ic tu re .

Lyndon h a s  co m e  from  226 pounds to 2 0 8 .  He tr ie s  to  a s su a g e  

h is  own d e s ir e  for  som eth in g  r e a lly  good to ea t by tea s in g  and goading  

m e ,  h avin g  d ec id ed  that I should  l o s e  1 pound fo r  e v e r y  two he  

l o s e s  and says that so m e tim e  I p r o m ise d  I w ould do that.  I cannot r em em b er  

w hen.  He sa id , "You and Z ephyr can g ive m o re  a d v ice  and take l e s s ."

A t 4:00 w a s the oth er im p ortant m eetin g  of the day - -  tea  w ith  

M ad am e C hiang.  I m e t h er  a t the en tran ce  of the D ip lom atic  R ecep tio n  

R oom  w h ere  p ic tu re s  w e re  m ad e.  And then w e went up to the Y ello w  R oom

i
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a cco m p a n ied  by the o th er g u e s ts  - -  the C h in ese  A m b a ssa d o r  and  

M r s .  Chow, V irg in ia  R usk, Ann and L loyd  Hand, and M rs. C h ian g 's  

n e p h ew , M r . L . K. Kong.  M rs . John F o s te r  D u lle s  w as the on ly  

o th er  g u est.

T h is  w as a d e c is io n  of the State D ep artm en t that it  sh ou ld  be  

a p e r so n a l, in fo rm a l tea - -  a so r t  o f a lo w -k e y  v is i t  ra th er  than  

a ssu m in g  in any w ay the fla v o r  o f a State v is i t .   And how cou ld  I 

p o s s ib ly  ev a lu a te  the v a r io u s  s e n s it iv e  co rd s  in  tod ay 's  in tern a tio n a l  

p ic tu re  and the fa c t that a ls o  of c o u r se  M adam e Chiang i s  not a C h ie f  

o f  State but the w ife  of one - -  in flu en tia l though she i s .   B u t I r e m e m b e r e d  

our w on d erfu l v is i t  to T aiw an in 1961 w ith a l l  i t s  pom p and d isp la y  

and tr ie d  to be ju st a s  w arm  and fr ie n d ly  as I cou ld  w hich  w a sn 't  

enough b e c a u se  the p r e s s  w a s ly in g  in  w ait to w r ite  a sn id e  s to r y .

C ould it  be b e c a u se  none of them  w ere  in v ited  to the tea  and it w a s  a 

p r iv a te  tea?

P o o r  Sim one w a s le f t  to b r ie f  the p r e s s  a fterw a rd  on w hat took  

p la ce  b e c a u se  L iz  is  in T ex a s  m aking a sp eech .  And she r e a l ly  had a 

b ap tism  of f ir e .

1 L loyd  Hand took n otes on w hat w as d is c u s s e d , a l i t t le  too h o n est  

n o tes  I am  a fra id , b e c a u se  at one point in rem em b er in g  how  m a r v e lo u s ly

in d u str io u s  the p eop le  of T aiw an w e re  -- they u se d  e v e r y  in ch  of s o i l  - -  

I co m m en ted  on the fa c t  that b etw een  the r ic e  p ad d ies in  the l i t t le  tren ch
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of w a ter  I had h ea rd  th ey  r a is e d  fro g s  for  fro g  le g s .   And w as that tru e?

M r s .  C hiang told  m e that it w a s, that they w ere  v e r y  good - -  th ey  w e r e  

qu ite  a d e lic a c y  and w e r e  r a ise d  c o m m e r c ia lly, f it  to s e l l , in  that fa sh io n . 

And the rep o rtin g  on th is  added ju st the nutty touch to the s to r ie s  that 

w e r e  a lr e a d y, I exp ect, going to be ra th er  ven om ou s.

T he c o n v e r sa tio n  w as inn ocu ous tea  table ta lk  - -  M adam e  

C h ian g 's  p ain tin g .  Y e s , she s t i l l  w a s .  In fa c t sh e 's  s ta r ted  in  a  new  

d ir e c t io n  - -  in w ater  c o lo r s  in  add ition  to  h er  long lo v ed  pen and ink  

s k e tc h e s .  M y r id e  in  the p e d i c a b  w ith  M rs. Ching, the w ife  of the

V ic e  P r e s id e n t , and our p ied  p ip er  fo llo w in g , the b u stlin g  a ir  o f   

a c t iv ity  I had en co u n tered  ev ery w h ere  in T aiw an and how m uch I had  

a d m ire d  it , A m b a ssa d o r  C how 's r ec e n t tr ip  down to F r e ep o r t , T e x a s  

to s e e  the d e sa lin iz a tio n  p lant, p e r so n a l ta lk  about fr ie n d s  w ith  M r s .  

D u lle s  whom sh e had known fo r  m any y e a r s .

But a la s  the fro g  le g s  and the n a iv e te of m e and o f L loyd  fo r  

g iv in g firew o o d  to the p r e s s  to r o a s t  us in.

Lyndon ca m e in  during the tea  and took Madam C hiang out on  

the T rum an B a lcon y .  And then a m om en t la te r , down to s e e  the 

L in co ln  R oom  and the T rea ty  R oom .  What they talked  about I have  

no id e a .  But he w as w arm  and fr ie n d ly  and genuine enough I b e lie v e  

to take a l i t t le  b it of th e  stin g  out o f the s to r ie s  that sh e  read  la te r .
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T h e n  a f t e r  h e  l e f t ,  we w e n t  d o w n s t a i r s ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  s h e  i s  

a n  a r t i s t  I th o u g h t  s h e  m i g h t  l ike  to go t h r o u g h  the  S t a t e  D in ing  R o o m  

a n d  the  R e d  R o o m  a n d  the Blue R oom  a n d  the  G r e e n  R o o m  a n d  the  

E a s t  R o o m  a n d  s e e  th e  c o l l e c t i o n  of p a i n t i n g s  s o  g r e a t l y  e x p a n d e d  

s i n c e  the t i m e s  t h a t  s h e  w a s  h e r e  b e c a u s e  of M r s .  K e n n e d y ' s  w o r k .

On th e  w a y  to the N o r t h  P o r t i c o  to s a y  g o o d b y e ,  s h e  t o l d  m e  

t h a t  s h e  r e m e m b e r e d  how  n ic e  I h a d  l o o k e d  in  y e l l o w  a n d  t h a t  s h e  

h a d  b r o u g h t  m e  s o m e  y e l lo w  s i lk  a n d  a n  o ld  j a d e  m i r r o r .  She  s a i d  

t h e y  d o  n o t  m a k e  t h e m  l i k e  th a t  a n y  m o r e .

I r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  the h o u r  I s p e n t  w i th  h e r ,  a n d  y e t  a s  s h e  l e f t  

I  f e l t  w i s t f u l ,  a d m i r i n g  - -  she  i s  so  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  h a s  l i v e d  t h r o u g h  

s o  m u c h  - -  s o r r y ,  w i s h i n g  tha t  I c o u l d  h a v e  d o n e  m o r e  - -  b u t  w ha t^  

In  a l l ,  d i s s a t i s f i e d .

T h e n  I d r o v e  h o m e  w i th  T o n y  ou t  to D i a n a ' s  h o u s e  a s  s h e  w a s  

h a v i n g  a  s m a l l  d i n n e r  p a r t y  fo r  G e o r g e  R e e d y ,  f o r  h e r  b o s s ,  M r .  

W i g g i n s  of  the P e a c e  C o r p s ,  and  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  g u e s t s .

J
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D iana is  fu rn ish in g  her h ou se  s lo w ly  - -  so m e Spanish  fu rn itu re , 

so m e  th ings from  Tony.  And I w as touched  to s e e  a few  v e r y  m o d est • 

th in gs that I had g iven  h er  long ago and thought sh e m u st have d isc a rd ed .

L isa  and A lexan d er look ed  w ond erfu l - -  han dsom e and h ea lth y  

and ta ll and s lim .

B ut I h u rr ied  b ack  to the W hite H ouse to have dinner w ith  

L yndon a l i t t le  p a s t 9:00.  And then m y e x e r c is e s  w hich I am  d e term in ed  

to be v ig o ro u s  about.  I can  a t le a s t  m a tch  Lyndon in  l o s i n g  a few  

in c h e s  if  not pounds.




