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W ed n esd ay , S ep tem b er  15th

W as a  day o f w ork  and fa m ily  and an in te r e s t in g  en co u n ter .

In the m orn in g  I ta ck led  m y  d e sk .  It m ak es you w ond er i f  

a  v a ca tio n  i s  w o rth w h ile .  And th en  ta lk ed  w ith  Lynda and L u c i about 

s c h o o ls  and bu d gets and h a m s te r s .

I a te  lu n ch  w ith  Lyndon and M arvin  and J a ck .  And Lyndon  

u se d  th e o c c a s io n  to  g iv e  a d em o n stra tio n  o f the trou b le  he w as  

havin g  k eep in g  h is  c lo th e s  up .  T he b e lt  in  th e la s t  h o le , th e  fa b r ic  

o f  th e p an ts g a th ered  up in  b u lg in g  f o ld s . He now w e ig h s  w hat he 

did  w hen  he en tered  the P r e s id e n c y .  H is m o n o lith ic  w i l l  p o w er , 

o n ce  a p p lied , i s  s ta g g e r in g  to  w atch  but no fun to  co m p ete  w ith .

O b v io u sly , he w as gettin g  fun out o f h is  d em o n stra tio n , 

and I cou ld  s e e  a gr in  on  the a lw ays c o r r e c t  fa ce  o f Joh n son  the 

b u tle r .

In th e a ftern oon , m o re  w ork , w ith  L iz , on  the sp e e c h e s  

fo r  th e  A m e r ica n  In stitu te  o f  P a r k  E x e c u t iv e s .  And la te r  the  

d ed ica tio n  o f a  h o r tic u ltu r a l d o m e.  And th en  the n ext day, P e o r ia .  . 

It fr ig h ten s  m e .  Suddenly  th ey  a r e  on ly  6 days aw ay and I am  

to ta lly  u n p rep ared  and sw e a r  I w on 't a c c e p t any m o r e .

We c a lle d  M arian  M cB rid e , m o th er  o f s ix  ch ild ren  and 

n ew sp a p er  r e p o r te r , in  M ilw auk ee, to  find out ju st w hat p eo p le

do in  th o se  134 p a r k s .  I m p r e s s iv e  that 12 m illio n  or  w h a tev er  -
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W ednesday, S ep tem b er  15th (continued)

v is i t o r s  do u se  th em , but you r em em b er  it  on ly  in  te r m s  o f  the w ord  

p ic tu r e : M am a and P ap a  and S u san  and John sp rea d in g  fr ie d  ch ick en  

and sa n d w ich es on the p ic n ic  t a b l e ,  a fter  S u san  and John  h a v e  s e e n  

how h igh  th ey  can  pum p in  the sw in g s and fed  the ducks and w alk ed  

th e N atu re  T r a il .

And w orked  w ith  B e s s  on th e p a r ty  for  the d ed ica tio n  o f th e  

s ta g e  on S ep tem b er  29th .

And th en , a t  fou r o 'c lo c k , a v e r y  in te r e st in g  hour w ith  M r s .

D avid  B r u c e , th e w ife  o f our A m b a ssa d o r  to  G reat B r ita in , w ith  

m o s t  illu striou s fo r m e r  p o s ts  o f P a r is  and B onn .  K atie  L ou ch h eim  

had c a lle d  and sa id  sh e  w as in  tow n, M r s . B r u c e , fe lt  th at sh e  

didn't know m e  v e r y  w e ll  and w ould lik e  to  co m e o v er  fo r  a  l i t t le  

v is i t .

I w e lco m ed  it ,  b e c a u se  fr o m  a fa r  I have a lw a y s reg a rd ed  

h er  a s  one o f th e b e s t  o f us to  r e p r e se n t  A m e r ic a .  B ea u tifu l and  

young and on the b e s t - d r e s s e d  l i s t  a lw a y s .  T h is a lw ays m a k es  m e  

f e e l  qu ite s m a ll .   B ut a ls o  in te llig e n t, s e r io u s , and w a r m .  She 

and K atie  c a m e .  I a sk ed  Lynda B ird  to jo in  u s , and w e had a  

d e lig h tfu l h ou r.

I a sk ed  h er  i f  I on ly  im ag in ed  that th er e  w as a  change in  

the B r it is h  p eo p le  the la s t  5 or 10 y e a r s .   I s e e m  to s e e  i t  in  the
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W ed nesd ay , S ep tem b er  15th (continued)

p r e s s ,  B e a t le s  and a l l ,  or  i s  it  an overb low n  ph antasm ?  S h e sa id  sh e  

thought it  r e a l ly  w a s .  W hat d o es  it  c o n s is t  o f?   She a n sw er e d , "One, 

fo r  the f i r s t  tim e  in  m an y  y e a r s ,  s e v e r a l  c en tu r ie s  p e r h a p s , th e  

young a re  m ak ing th e m se lv e s  f e lt .  T h e ir  t a s t e s ,  th e ir  a c t iv i t ie s ," 

And th e  seco n d  poin t sh e  i l lu s tr a te d  by going into a  l i t t le  s to r e ,  a 

d ep a rtm en t s to r e , and sa y in g  to  the n ic e - lo o k in g  c le r k , a s  th ey  

c a l l  th em , in  h is  m orn in g  coat: "Oh, I 'm  s o r r y  about the bad  

n ew s th at the budget m u st m ea n  to  m an y o f your co u n try m en ."

(It s e e m s  th e new budget has im p o se d  fu rth er  ta x e s  on b e e r  and  

c ig a r e t te s  and su ch  th in gs that m ea n t h a rd sh ip s on m id d le c la s s  

f o lk s . )

And th e c le r k  sa id , " Y es, M adam , but w e  don 't ex p e c t  

good n ew s a n y m o r e ."

T he th ird  and r e a lly  o v erw h elm in g  fa c t i s  the m a g n ific en t  

c o h e s io n , the g r e a t  s p ir it  that h e ld  the B r it is h  to g e th er  a l l  during  

th e  w a r , and th en , w hen  it  w as o v e r , v ic to r y  w as in  a  w a y  em p ty .

A  p e r so n  got one eg g  once a w e ek  and one se r v in g  o f m e a t, w h ile  

th e van q u ish ed  - -  G erm an y, p a r tic u la r ly  - -  w ent to  w ork  r e -  

b u ild in g , w ith  g en ero u s h elp , w ith  fr e n e t ic  en erg y  and d e te r m in a -  

tio n , som ehow  Englan d s ta y ed  in  a  d ism a l fog o f s ta le m a te , w ith  
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W ed nesd ay , S ep tem b er  15th (continued)

no lo n g e r  a g rea t a m a lg a m  o f w ork in g  to g e th er  tow ard  v ic to r y , w ith  

a vague v ir u s  o f b i t t e r n e s s .

A noth er e x a m p le .  She sa id  w hen th ey  w e re  h avin g so m e  . 

w o rk  done on the E m b a ssy , one day sh e  counted 13 te a  b r e a k s .  

How glad  I am  that Lyndon w as not a v is i to r  th e r e  that day!

L ynda w as d e lig h ted  w ith  h e r , and sh e w ith  L ynda.  I am  

not unm ind fu l that Lynda B ird  ju st m igh t g e t to  take a  tr ip  n ex t  

su m m e r , to Spain  and G erm an y and E ngland, and th is  w a s a  

m a r v e llo u s  ch an ce to  get to know th is  ch arm in g  w om an . ^

T h ey  le f t  w ith  jok ing r e fe r e n c e s  to , "Your ro o m  i s  

w a itin g  fo r  y o u ."

And then  another round o f w o rk .  And th en  to  th e b ow lin g  

a lle y  w ith  Lynda fo r  th r e e  g a m e s , n ev er  b eatin g  L ynda, who  

s c o r e d  160 one t im e .

In the m id d le  o f it  I c a lle d  D r . J im  C ain, who had ju st  

ch eck ed  in  a s  our h ou se  g u est, and he ca m e o v er  and w atch ed  

u s , and then , w h ile  Lynda d r e s s e d  up to  go out fo r  d in n er and  

a p la y  w ith  John B e ta r , look ing  b eau tifu l - -  how it  p le a se d  m e  that 

h er  D addy should  s e e  h er  s m a r tly  groom ed  and gay .  Y ou cou ld  

h ave  tak en  th e  w ord s r ig h t out o f  T hom as J e ffe r s o n 's  m ou th  

about a d v ic e  to young d au ghters w hen T hom as J e ffe r s o n  w ro te
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W ed n esday , S ep tem b er  15th (continued)

h is  P a t s y  that "Nothing i s  so  d isg u stin g  to  our s e x  as  a  la c k  o f

c le a n lin e s s  and g room in g  in  y o u r s ," and, "You should  a lw a y s  lo o k ,

e v en  upon a r is in g  in the m orn in g , a s c a r e fu lly  d r e s s e d  a s  i f  i t  w ere  

te a t im e  or  d in ner t im e ."

I had a  ch ance fo r  a q u iet l i t t le  ta lk  w ith  J im , and w e  d is c u s s e d  

th e a lte r n a t iv e s  that w e cou ld  fo llo w .  He fe e ls  r ea so n a b ly  su r e  that 

i t  w a s an a tta ck  o f g a ll-b la d d er  tro u b le , th at w e should  w a it  two  

w eek s and h ave  fu rth er  t e s t s ,  but th e p r o g n o s is  w il l  be fo r  su r g e r y

and o n ly  th e date r em a in s  to  be d e te r m in e d .  He u sed  the e x p r e s s io n  

th at i f  w e do not tak e th e g a ll-b la d d e r  out, w e a r e  s itt in g  on  a  k eg  

o f  d y n a m ite , b e c a u se  a rep ea ted  a ttack , w ith  in fec tio n , a t  an  in -  

opportune t im e  in  so m e  far  p art o f the U nited  S ta te s , or  r ig h t  

b e fo r e  so m e  c r u c ia l fe a t or  d e c is io n , w ould b e  b ad . So i t  b e h o o v e s  

u s to  c h o o se  the t im e  as  w e ll  a s  one m a y .

I w ant to  do it  r ig h t a fter  the v is i t  w ith  th e P op e  on O ctob er  

1 st o r  2nd, p erh a p s about the 5th .

L yndon and M arie  ca m e  o v er  fo r  d in n er, and w e had  a  

q u iet and p le a sa n t h ou r.  Few  p eo p le  in  L yndon 's l i f e  a r e  a s  

s o ft , la d y lik e , and lu llin g  a s  M a rie , and i t  w il l  be a g r e a t  lo s s  

i f  sh e  le a v e s  to  b e  m a r r ie d .



. •,••. S' .  , - i

J

1965

W ednesday, S ep tem b er  15th (continued)

And o f l o s s e s ,  tod ay  has brought us tw o that I f e e l  sen tim e n ta l  

about.  That I knew th ey  w e r e  com in g  d oes not tak e the edge o ff  m y  

r e g r e t .

B u zz  has le f t .   In h is  le t te r  he sa id , "I can  r e s ig n  m y  d e sk  

but not m y  d ev o tio n .  Y our g rea t d eterm in a tio n  that our s y s te m  

s h a ll  s u c c e s s fu l ly  s e r v e  th e s e  t im e s  o f change is  an in sp ir a tio n  

th at m a k es  e v e r y  day too  sh o r t fo r  th o se  w ork in g  w ith  y o u ."  

A n oth er  p aragrap h  th at I am  g la d  he fe lt  and sa id : "M ary V . .and 

I, and the ch ild ren , to o , a r e  g ra te fu l e s p e c ia l ly  for  th e  p r iv a te  

op p o rtu n ities  to  sh a re  w ith  you and M r s . Joh n son  the h a p p in ess , 

a s  w e ll  a s  th e  h is to r y , o f th e se  m onths and y e a r s ."  A fter  18 

y e a r s  o f b e in g  w ith  u s , I ju st ca n 't qu ite tak e th is  a s  p erm a n en t.  

B u t i t  i s  a b lo w .

And th en  D ick  G oodwin, a tr u ly  m a g n ificen t le t t e r ,  and  

one th at I th ink r e p r e s e n ts  co n s id e ra b le  s u c c e s s  on L yndon's  

p a rt in  d ea lin g  w ith  p eo p le , in  com in g  to  u n derstand  th em , to  

draw fr o m  th em  the b e s t  o f s e r v ic e  that th ey 'v e  got in  th em , 

and, in  the d oin g, to  w in  a p e r so n a l fr ien d sh ip  that w as not 

th e r e  to b e g in  w ith .  D ick  sa id , "No one has e v e r  show n g r e a te r  

k in d n ess  or  w arm th  tow ard  m e ."   I am  p a r tic u la r ly  g lad  o f  that 

s e n te n c e .  And then , "I am  a ls o  g ra te fu l that during our w ork
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W ed n esd ay . S ep tem b er  15th (continued)

to g e th e r , you have b road en ed  m y  h o r izo n  to in clu d e T e x a s , th e  land  

and the A m e r ic a  fr o m  w h ich  you c o m e .  B egin n in g  in  ig n o ra n ce , I 

h a v e  ended in  r e s p e c t  and a ffec tio n , and I w il l  a lw a y s be a  b road er , 

p e r so n  fo r  i t ."   S om e p o e tr y  w il l  go out o f h is  s p e e c h e s  with Dick going and I 

w il l  lo s e  m y  r ig h t a r m  in  w ork in g  on th e  Lyndon B a in es  Joh n son  

L ib r a r y , with Buzz' desparture. 

Som ehow  w e m an age to  go on . So m an y have le f t  during

 th e y e a r s  - - -M a r y  and W a lte r  - -  but i t  i s  lo n e so m e  and d ra in in g .

T onigh t I w ork ed  hard a t m y  e x e r c i s e s .   I am  d e term in ed  

to  lo s e  a few in c h e s  and have th at fe e lin g  o f b e in g  fit , in  c o n tr o l  

o f  m y s e lf .
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