" of the pants ‘éathefed up_iri‘ bulging folds. He now W‘eighs'WhaL‘t he

'do in those 134 parks. Impres sive tha.t 12 m1111on or wha.tever

ety . e
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Wednesday, September 15th

[

i ‘Was a day of work and family and an interesting encounter.

In the morning I tackled my desk. It makes you WOnder i'f

‘a-v ifa.cé.tion is worthwhile. And then’ ta.lked w1th Lynda and Luci a.bout

schools and budgets and hamsters

I ate 1uﬂnch with -Lyndon and»Marvin. and Jack. And Lyndon |

“used the occasion to give a demonstration of the trouble he was N

L ha.vmg keepihghis clothes up. The belt in the last hole, the fabric

A

r

did when he entered the Presidency. His ‘monolithic will poWer, o

: on_'ce applied, is sta.gger_ihg to wbat_ch.butho furrit_ocompe_te with. .

Obviously, he was gett-ingvfun oot of his demonstration;
and I could see a ‘Agrin on the elways correct face ofl J ohnson the’v
butler. |

In. the afternoon, more work w1th L1z, on the speeches '

for the American Institute of Park Executives. " And later the

-ded1cat1on of a hortlcultural dome. And then the next da.y, Peorla.. :

It frlghtens me. Suddenly' they are only 6 days awa,y and I am
totally unprepared and swear I won‘t accept any more. _ |

We.ca.lled Maria.n McBride, rhother of six children and .

newspaper reporter, in Mllwaukee, to find out _]ust what PeOple PR




_hé.é.called and .'_said‘ she...\.nvg.:sr:.ifp »tqwn‘, Mrs. Bruce, _felt th_'at_s_hg :
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Wednesday, September 15th (continued) =~

visitors do use them, but 'you remember it only in terms of the word
pi‘ct\ire: Mama and Papa and Susan and John spreading fried chicken '
and sandwiches on the pici;ic ta ble, after Susan and John ha%re seen

how high they can pump in 'the swings and fed the ducks ahdfwalked

uj the Nature Trail.

And '\_ré'b:-_::ked:with Bess on the party for the dedication of the
sfa_gve.v_on Septembe: 29th. .

- .. And then, at four o'clock, a very interesting hour with Mrs.

David Brdce, the wife of our Ambassa.dor‘ to Great Britain, wii;h ,
mésf illustrous former pbsts of Paris and Bonn. Katie Louchheim . -

. didn't know me very well and would like to come oireri for a little

visit.
I welcomed it, because from afar I have always regarded
her as one of the best of us to represent America. Beautiful and

young and on the best-_d:;eséed list .alwayé. This'_a.lwa.y,s ma,kés me -

- feel quite small. But also intelligent, serious, and warm.. She

and Katie came. I asked Lynda 'iBird to join us, and we had.a

- delightful hour.

I asked.her if X ohly‘ imagined that there ,_wa,sv a Vch_a,;;gé‘in‘ L 5

" the British:people the last 5 or 10 years; I seerﬁ to see it in the

. .v., :— 2 -
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: Wédnesda.y, September 15th (continued)

‘presé, 'Be‘atles ‘v‘and all, Aor is it an ovérblown phantasr'n‘? She .sa‘id she <
th§dght it vréally was. What does it consistf. of? She answered, "On‘e,‘
forvt.hé first time in many yea..rs,‘ s"ew./er‘a.l cérﬁ_:urieé perhé.ps, the
young are ix;xaking themsel%)gs felt. Their taétes, _'tl';eir activities, "

And the second point she illustrated by going into a little store, a

-dep,a.rtment store, and saying to the nice-looking clei:k, as they -

T et

call them, in'vhivs morning g_dat:‘ "Oh, I'm sorry about the bad

i e B 9

n'ewé that the b\idge_t'muSt mean to many of your countrymen. e L R

H \h\_ . . - "

(It seems the new budget has imposed further taxes on beer and : o

'._civga,‘reﬂttes' and such things that meant ha.rdships on middleclass.

SN Qe e bR

S
And the clerk sa.id,‘.”Yes,' Madam, Eut we don't expect
good news any mdre. " | |
- The third and :.:'elally'bve.rwhelming fa‘.ctAis the rﬁagniﬁcenﬁ :
cthesion, the great spirit .that held the Bi'itish togvet‘he'r 2;11 dur:mg
th§ war, and then, when iti waé éver, victory v;;a.s ina wéy' erhpty'r. )
A éerson vgot one egg once‘ a 'v.veek and one serx‘ri;ngi of nlzeat,: w_hilev'
thg vanquished -- Germahy, particularly -- tht to work ref
- o bﬁilding, with'generou‘s' help, ‘with frenetic epérgy ‘a.n.d‘ determina.-?
tlon, s'ofné-hov:v England sta.yedm a. dxsxnalfogof sta.lema.te.vuth




O
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’ ma.rvellous chance to get to know this charmmg woman. Cox

Wednesday, September 15th (continued) |

"no longer a great amalgam of working together toward victory, with

a vague virus of bitterness.

" Another example. She said when they were having some f

‘_'work done on thé Embassy, one da.y she‘ counted 13 teé b>rea.ks.

How glad Iam that Lyndon was. not a visitor there that day‘

Lynda. was dellghted with her, ‘and she with Lynda. I am -

" not un:cn1ndful that Ly'nda B1rd Just mlght get to take a trip next

S summer, ‘to Spa1n and Germany and England and th1s was a

: v'I‘.hey left with joking references to, "Your room is

| Waitlng ‘for you. ':' i . o el ]

And then another rduﬁd of work. And then to the bowling -

© alley with Lyﬁda for three games, ‘.never beating Liynda, who

scored 160 one time.

In the middle of it I called Dr. Jim Cain, who bad just
checked iﬁ é.s' our house gﬁeét, -, and ’he came ove‘a.:" and watchéd
us,. and the‘n, ‘while Ly‘nda.d.reAssgd ﬁp tp go out for dinner and

a play with John Betar, looking beautiful -- how it p.le'.ased me ' that .

" her Daddy should see her smartly groomed and gay. You could

have taken the words i'ight"out of Thomas Jefferson's mouth

aboﬁt advice to young daughters when Thomas JAe'_ffvei'sc')n wrote _ -

";_.4__'

'
H
)
3
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Wednesday, September. 15th (continued)

his Patsy that ”Nothmg is so dlsgustmg to our sex as a. lack of

: cleanhness and groommg in yours, " and | “You should always look

even upon arising/\the morning, as’ carefully dressed as if it were

| teatime or dinner time.'
1 ha.d a chance for.a quiet little talk with Jim, and we discussed o
: the alternatlves that we could follow. He feels reasonablf sure tha.t

_,;11: wa.s an attack of gall-bla.dder trouble, that we should walt two

weeks and have further tests, but the prognos1s w111 be for surgery

" = - -

and only the date remains to be determ1ned He used the expressmn '

that if we do not take the gall-bladder out, we are s1tt1ng on a keg

of dynamlte, beca.use a repeated attack with 1nfect10n, atan m- -

opportune time in some far part of the Umted States, or nght

before some crucial feat or decision, would be bad. So it _be,hoov'es

us to choose the time as well as one may.

' Iwant to do it right after the visit with the Pope on Octoher

1st or 2nd, perhaps about the 5th..

Lyndon and Marie came over for dinner, and we had a
quiet and vpleasant hour. Few people in Lyndon's life are as
soft, ladylike, and lulling as Marie, and it will be a great loss

if she leaire_s to be married.

e s
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Wednesday,. September 15th (cohtinued)

~-And :qf_lg'?'ses, today has brought us two that I feel s_ven_tirﬁental_‘ o
about. That I knew they were cofning does not take the edge off my
régret.

Buzz has 1e»£tb. In his letter he said, "I can resign my desk

but n.ot' my déyotion. Your greaﬁ dete;minatién that our system

shall successfully servé tl;ese ti.rne.sjo.f: change 1s an inspirai‘:ion. E

) th‘a\.'t'.makés e%re;.ry day to'c;véhort for fﬁdse ;;vorking with yop..”“.:._ ”
- - ,Ahother pa_ra.graph,’that_I. am gla.dhefeltandsa.1d | "Mary V and - ,5 ,

”I,‘ a.n(i the chilc}.v.renr, ‘too, é.re ‘grateful espégially for the privatse
' 0pportunitieé to share wifh you and Mrs. J ohnson the hé.ppiﬁess, '
“as well as thé history, of these montl:hs.'ahd’year'sv.”"_vA:fteJ.:'flS- e
Yeérs of being with us, I jAust‘: can't quife takev this a.g ‘perman_eﬁt._
_' But it ié 'a. blow. |
And‘then Dick Goodwin, a truly rﬁagniﬁcént letter, a;né_l' o
| 6ne that 1 thi_nk represents ‘c.:o'risiderable'success on Lyndon‘s
"par.t in dealing‘\ﬁith peoéle, in comiﬁg to undel;stand them, to '
‘draw from til;em‘the best of servvi‘ce' tha.t they'vé gét in them,
and, in the doing, to Qin a pérsonal _ffiehdship tha.f \&as ﬁot
there .;,o be.gir.gw;l-th.. Dick .sa.id, "No one has'.e.véf sho.wn greater RN
. kind%xe_ss ov'r_"\;a_a.rm:th .‘tdw'v'ar‘d me.f; I am'.pa,rticﬁlariy.gllad v‘of tha.t R

sentence. . And then, "I am also gratéful that durihg oﬁ_r v'vork"'. .




will lose my r1ght arm -in workmg on the Lyndon Baines J ohnson

Li‘prary.) W'f\_ MO/» M_,,mm‘ . .

‘- the’years -’-~Mary»and Walter'-f--vbut it is -lonesome and- draining; 7 et .., -

 of myself.

1965
 Wednesday, September 15th (continued)
: togéther, _you have broadened my horizon to include Tgxé,s“, the land e -

"and the America fr_om_which you come. Begmnmg in 1gnorance, 1

' have ended in respect and a.ffectlon, and I will always be a broader \

S VT Qe m
- person for 11:.‘_' Some poetry will go ou’c ‘of his speeches,\ and I

' Somehow we mana.ge to go on, So many ha.ve left during

) ‘ Tonight‘.l worked hard at my exercises.. I am determihed

to lose a few i'nc'hesiand have that feeling of béing fit, in control




