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Arid then  II w o r k e d  on the m a i l .  A n d  th e n  q u i c k l y  to  t h e  p o o l

no t
f o r  2 0 r o u n d s  u p  a n d  do w n  b e c a u s e  I k n e w  I/Would g e t  m y  e x e r c i s e  

t o n i g h t  a n d  I d i d n ' t  w a n t  to m i s s  a  day .  A n d  to t h e  b e a u t y  p a r l o r ,

A n d  t h e n  a  r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  e n c o u n t e r  w i th  J o h n  a n d  H e l e n  J e a n  

S e c o n d a r i  - -  j u s t  b a c k  f r o m  E u r o p e  a n d  w o r k i n g  o h  the  l i f e  of  B e e t h o v e n .  

T h e y  b r o u g h t  m e  a g i f t  - -  a  s m a l l  m a r b l e  h e a d  of  A u g u s t u s  C a e s a r ,  

p i r a t e d  o u t  o f  I t a l y ,  i t  h a d  b e e n  found  in  s o m e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  b u i l d i n g  

o r  h o m e .  A n d  a c c o m p a n y i n g  it a  l e t t e r  i n  J o h n  S e c o n d a r i ' s  ^

p r o s e  a b o u t  the m a n  in  h i s  t i m e  in  h i s t o r y .

I  w a s  c h a r m e d .  I  l i k e d  i t  b e t t e r  t h a n  the  c r o w n  j e w e l s .

We t a l k e d  a b o u t  o u r  d o c u m e n t a r y  - -  a b o u t  th e  d i f f i c u l t  n e c e s s i t y  

of  r e d u c i n g  the  u n i q u e  c i t y  of  W a s h in g to n  w « h  s o m e  s i m i l a r i t y  to 

" d i m e  b o x "  a n d  " r o s e  b u d " ,  to M r s .  J o h n  C i t i z e n  in  h e r  l i v i n g  r o o m  

a n y w h e r e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e ' v e  qu i te  g o t t e n  th e  s o l u t i o n  y e t ,  a n d  i t  is  

s u c h  a  m a j o r  i n v e s t m e n t  of  h o u r s  a n d  m o n e y ,  I w a n t  s o  m u c h  f o r  i t  

to be a  s u c c e s s .  We e x p l o r e d  i t  f o r  two h o u r s ,  p l a n n e d  to  m e e t  a g a i n  

n e x t  T h u r s d a y  to s e e  the p i c t u r e  i t s e l f  a n d  h ope  i t  w o u ld  s p a w n  i d e a s .

A nd  th e n  I h a d  a  l i t t l e  t i m e  to w o r k  w i th  B e s s  a n d  A s h t o n  a n d
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r-

to w atch  Lyndon on TV in  h is  a d d r e ss  to the S m ith son ian .  T hat he has

su ch  a r e a l a f f i n i t y  f or the S m ith son ian  is  one of the m any fa c e ts  of 

h is  v e r y  d iv e r se  m akeup that d e lig h ts  m e.

It w a s a good sp eech , but not h is  b e s t  at a l l .   It w a s  h is  seco n d  

o f the day.  The f ir s t  had b een  to the W ashington W orld C o n feren ce

on W o rld  P e a c e  through Law.  E ach  one tak es grinding e ffo r t.  How  

do you know w hat i s  w orth  i t ?

An d  th e n  it  w a s  tim e fo r  m e to get off to what for  m e  w a s  the

m e a t of the day - -  m y  tr ip  to N ew  Y ork  to be w ith  Lynda.  She had  

a lr e a d y  le f t .

, ; One the w ay out I had a qu ick  p ic tu re  w ith  P a tty  P e r k in s  who  

w ork ed  in  the W hite H ouse fo r  3 m onths - -  h e r  s a la r y  paid  b y  h er  

c o lle g e  - -  M t. H o ly o k e .-^

B e s s  and L iz  and A sh ton  and P a tsy  a r e  w ond erfu l about u sin g , 

ab sorb in g; teach in g  and thanking any of the fr e e  su m m er h e lp  w e can

g et.

And then I w as o ff fo r  N ew  Y ork. I a r r iv e d  at the C a r l y l e  - -  

Lynda w a s not th ere  y e t.  I c a lle d  hom e w ith a bad c o n sc ie n c e  to a l l  

m y  h ou se  g u e s ts  - -  Ed W eisl and Bobby L ehm an w ere  in  w ith  the  

P r e s id e n t  so  I d idn't in terru p t but a sk e d  the b u tler  to take them  a 

m e s s a g e  that I  had c a lle d  to w e lc o m e  th em .  And then I reached.

M r s . T h eilm an  and w e lco m ed  h er  and told  h er  that I w ould  lo o k

'
• ■ I  ;

‘ ■■ I .  ' ■■ '■
.  :■
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fo rw ard  to s e e in g  h er  tom orrow .  L a ter  I  found that Lyndon had a ls o  

a sk e d  A rthur K rim  and G us Worth am .  He uses  th is  o ld  h o u se .

It w as a  c a lcu la te d  d e c is io n  to com e to N ew  Y ork b e c a u se  

w hen Lyndon is  having th ese  stag  d in n ers for the b u s in e ss  m en , 

a lth ou gh  it  g iv e s  m e  the night off, it  is  s t i l l  a w ond erfu l ch an ce  to  

have tea  or a drink  or co ffe e  the next m orn in g  w ith  im p ortan t p eop le  

fro m  a c r o s s  the U nited  S ta tes h e r e  fo r  the d inner  whom  I  w ant to, 

know b e tte r .  So i t  w a s w ith  keen  r e g r e t  that I p a sse d  up th is  ch an ce  , . '

, l^ and chose to be w ith Lynda B ir d  in  N ew  Y ork , I w ould lik e  to have talked w ith  

D r. F ra n k  R o se , P r e s id e n t  of the U n iv e r s ity  of A labam a about the State  

I lo v e  and its  p r o b le m s, to M r. L e s s in g  R osenw ald, the fo r m e r  C h airm an  

of S e a r s  and R oebuck about a l l  th ey 'v e  long b een  doing about b ea u tifica tio n  

and a ls o  p erh ap s w ould  they c o n s id e r  w h en ever  th ey  a re  putting in  suburban  

s to r e s  w ith  a b ig  parking lo t p lanting a few  m o re  tr e e s  in  it?  And to 

M r . M otus S p e ig e l - -  the seco n d  b ig g e s t  m a il o rd er  h ou se  in  the 

U n ited  S ta tes to thank him  for w hat he is  doing to the P o s t  O ffice  

D ep artm en t - -  m aking an en orm ou s donation to la n d scap e  it .  And to 

M r . J o n es from  A tlan ta , ju st to sen d  Ann m y  sa lu te s  for the a n n iv e r sa r y  

of the "Lady B ird  S p ecia l" .  T o M ayor J ero m e C avanagh to con gra tu la te  

him  on the w on d erfu l a r t ic le  - -  in  w as it  LOOK or L IF E ?  - -  on h is  . 

v e r y  v ita l handling of the p ro b lem s of a M ayor of a b ig  c ity .  And '

I w ou ld  r e a lly  lo v e  to thank W alter A nnenberg of P h ilad elp h ia  for  g iv in g

niteaiagii
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to the W hite R ou se  that p o r tra it o f an e a r ly  P h ilad elp h ian , Benjamin F ran k lin , 

that h an gs in  the G reen  R oom ; But w ith  Lynda lea v in g  Sunday fo r  a w hole  

sc h o o l y e a r , a n ight in N ew  Y ork  w ith  h er  and D ave for a p lay  m ean t  

m o r e  to m e .  . . „ :

D ave had a r r iv e d  b efo re  I w as d r e sse d , and in a m in ute Lynda.

And w e had drink s look ing  out over  the u n b elievab le  v iew  of N ew  Y ork  - -  

C en tra l P a rk , the r iv e r , the sk y s c r a p e r s . “ '

A t 52 I am  s t i l l  a s  m u ch in  awe of it  a s  a t 21.

 And then w e w ent down to G reenw ich  V illa g e  to a  p la y  c a lle d  - 

"The F a n ta sticks ' '.  It w as a sm a ll and rath er  cru m m y th ea tre  that  

h e ld  not m o r e  than 100 c u s to m e r s .  A nd a s ta g e  about 4 fe e t  sq u a re .  

B ut the s ix  c h a r a c te r s  in  the p lay  w ould jump down into the w e ll  and  

fro n t of i t  and around am ong the a u d ien ce . It w as an e x p e r ie n c e  - -   

w ith  no sta g e  s e t t in g s , on ly  two m u s ic a l in stru m en ts  I b e lie v e  - -  a 

harp  and a p iano.  One change of c o stu m e s  - -  im a g in a tiv e  but 

e m p h a tic a lly  not e x p e n s iv e .  I b e lie v e  one m an w ore a un ion  su it

dyed  pink.  T h ey  produ ced  m ore  m a g ic  than n ea r ly  anything I 'v e  se e n

th is  y e a r .  It w a s a so r t  of fr e e  v e r s e ,  "Ou r  Town" sc r ip t  w ith  s o m e

v e r y  m em o ra b le  so n g s .  One that you'd keep on hum m ing - -  "T ry

to R em em b er  the Kind of S ep tem b er" .  And a hum orous one, " P lan t

a  R a d is h ' ' .   It w as a co m p le te ly  o ff-b ea t, o u t -o f -m y - life  sh ow .  I 

am  g lad  Lynda and D ave in trod u ced  m e to it .  N ever  w ould  I have
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found it  by  m y s e lf .   A few  peop le did rec o g n iz e  m e .  But m o stly  th ey  

co u ld n 't c a re  le s s , w hich  w as ju st r ig h t for  m e and them .

O u tsid e , a few  p eop le  d id  w ave .  And then I w atch ed  the p eo p le  

fa r  m o r e  than they w atched  m e .  G ir ls  in  tight pants and sh o rt h a ir  - -  

b o y s w ith  b ea rd s  and long h a ir  - -  a r a c e  of th eir  own and w e lco m e  to 

it .  You w onder w hat th ey  do in  the dayligh t.  And w hat th ey 'll do 

w hen th ey  a r e  40 y e a r s  old.

We w ent to the D a r d e n e lle s  fo r  dinner - -  a s m a ll, q u iet p la c e .

And I a m  a fra id  the S e c r e t  S e r v ic e  kept any oth er p o s s ib le  c u s to m e r s  

out.  And w e had S h ish  Kebab.  B y th is tim e w e w ere  ra v en o u s.  And 

then b ack  to the C a r ly le  a fter  m id n igh t, sa v o rin g  what had been  in d eed  

an  e x o tic , o ff-b e a t day for  m e .  Good b e c a u se  i t  had b een  w ith  L ynda, 

good b e c a u se  I had had a chance to ta lk  a lit t le  w ith D ave about 

c o m m o d itie s  and the s to ck  m a rk et and how he d ea lt w ith  gra in  and  

c a ttle  and so y b ea n s .

Lynda w ants m e to know what he i s  lik e  - -  w hat m a k es  up h is

l i f e .

Lynda had to ld  m e  about h er  m orn in g  sp en t at Cook E le m e n ta r y  

S ch oo l w h ere  sh e  donated  a $1500 ch eck  she had earn ed  by w r itin g  the 

a r t ic le  fo r  LOOK about h er  life  in  the W hite H ou se .  T h ey  a r e  lan d sca p in g  

the grounds at the sch o o l and at the one a c r o s s  the s tr e e t  - -  S la t e r -  

L an gston  - -  and sh e had p lan ted  a m a g n o lia  tr e e  at one, s e t  out a
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w indow  box fo r  the o th er , m et a lo t o f seco n d  and th ird g r a d e rs  and  

m ad e a l i t t le  sp eech , got an o ffer  o f a job a s  a tea ch er , and le f t  a 

book autograp hed  by h er  Daddy, "A M ore B eau tifu l A m e r ic a " fo r  

th e ir  L ib ra ry  - -  h o p efu lly , i f  th ere  e v e r  i s  one.

She d ep arted  w ith  the w ord  to the stud en ts to p le a se  take 

c a r e  o f the la n d sca p in g  w hen it  w as com p leted .

She hadn't sounded v e r y  s a t is f ie d  w ith  h er  p er fo rm a n ce .  It 

w a s on ly  the next-day w hen  I rea d  the p ap ers that I  d ecid ed  that it  w as  

r e a l ly  g rea t .  She lo o k ed  b eau tifu l, sounded w arm  and gay and u se fu l.

T h ere  w a s in  the sam e d a y 's paper a rather u g ly  a r t ic le  about 

the F ir s t  L ad y 's  public p r o je c ts , m a s s  m ed ia  a re  help ing to su b s id iz e  

sa m e  (m y ABC d ocu m en tary  and the probable $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  con trib u tion  to  

the b ea u tifica tio n  p ro jec t), m y  a r t ic le  for  LIFE and L IF E 's donation  of 

the p ark  in  Johnson C ity , the p u b lica tion  of M rs. Joh n son 's book,

"The F a m ily  Album" by M cG raw -H ill and M cC a ll's  a r t ic le  on it .

I hope nothing w o r r ie s  m e m o re  than th ese  did. I am. m u ch  

m  o re  co n cern ed  about w h eth er  the Johnson C ity  P a rk  turns out to be  

a  c r e d it  to l i f e  than to u s .

It w a s a good, d ifferen t day.




