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O ur l a s t  day  w ith  Lynda. She cam e  in  and  s e t t le d  down on the 

b e d  th is  m o rn in g .   And L y n d o n 's  d ialogue w ith  h e r  w as  w o r th  a n  

A lab am a  fa rm  to m e  o r  even  a p iece  of m y  life .  He s a id  in 1990 

peop le  w o n 't  know o r  c a r e  w h e th e r  you m ade  a l l  A 's  th is  y e a r .   

Y ou’ve p ro v e d  you cou ld  do that.  Y ou 've  m ad e  the h o n o r  s o c ie ty  

an d  the h o n o r  r o l l  e v e ry  y e a r .   I w an t you to have a  good t im e .   Get 

so m e  good looking c lo th es .   Get a  h a i r - d o  twice a  w eek  an d  sen d  m e 

the b i l l .   F in d  y o u r se l f  so m e  in te re s t in g  f r ie n d s  - -  m aybe  so m e  

young p r o f e s s o r s  - -  and  u se  the p lane  to go to M exico o r  take  them  

out to the R anch  o r  go to foo tba ll  g a m e s .   O r m aybe you m ig h t  l ike  

to  u se  the boa t  - -  w hile  I s a t  in b eam in g  ap p ro v a l ,  b ec a u se  he  w as  

say ing  ju s t  w hat I  w an ted  Lynda to do.  And she, on whom the s i lv e r  

c o r d  b inds  a  l i t t le  too tightly , h a s  n e v e r  taken  advan tage  of h e r  p o s it io n  

w ith  o u t  b u s in e s s ,  w ith  h e r  d a d d y 's  job a s  P r e s id e n t  o r  any  o th e r  job.   

Lyndon h a s  the facu lty  of giving in  the one m o m en t he h a s  the r ig h t  

w o rd , a d v ic e ,  d i re c t iv e .   T h is  is  w hat s h e 's  needed.  I  hope i t  is  w hat 

she w ill  u se .

She sa id ,  " y e s ” , she w ould go to c h u rch  w ith  u s ,  an d  we b eg an  

to get r e a d y  to go to St. M a rk 's .

The h ouse  r e v e r b e r a t e d  w ith  the continuous s in g -so n g  f ro m  

a  public  a d d r e s s  s y s t e m .   Lynda a sk e d  the U sh e r  what i t  w a s .   He
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s a id  a  g roup  in L a fay e t te  Square  p ro te s t in g  the a t r o c i t i e s  a g a in s t  

J e w s  in  the i r o n  c u r ta in  c o u n tr ie s .

Lynda and  L u c i 's  ro o m s  - -  a l l  tha t s ide  of the White H ouse  --  

a r e  ju s t  l ike  a  f ro n t - ro w  se a t  on a  p lay  tha t you don 't  w ant to w a tch  o r  

l i s t e n  to.  The P e n n sy lv a n ia  Avenue e n tra n c e  to the White H ouse  an d  

L a fa y e tte S quare  a r e  m ak ing  tha t whole s ide  of the W hite H ouse  m ig h ty  

p o o r  l iv in g  sp ace  fo r  a  fam ily  o r  th e i r  g u es ts .

Lyndon and  Lynda and  I w ent to St. M a rk ' s w ith  M a ry  M a r g a r e t  

 an d  H a r r y  M c P h e rs o n  an d  Jack .  And a f te rw a rd s  to the coffee h o u r   

w ith  a l l  the  B a x te r s  and  th e ir  v e r y  in fo rm a l  flock .  Lyndon a s k e d  Coco 

M c P h e r s o n  to go hom e w i th  u s  to lunch - -  w as tu rn e d  down - -  a n d  then  

sp e n t  h is  t im e  c o u r t in g  the to ta l ly  fem in ine , a d o ra b le  l i t t le  C o u r tn e y  

Lynda V a len ti  who gives and  w ith d raw s  h e r  a t ten tio n  in  a  w ay  th a t  keeps  

h im  in  the pa lm  of h e r  s m a l l  c h e ru b  hand.

Lynda le a n e d  o v er  and  s a id  to m e , " H e 's  r ip e  to be  a  g r a n d f a th e r . "

I  n e v e r  saw  anyone who n eed ed  m o re  to be loved.

B ack  a t  the Wh ite  H ouse Lynda and  Dave w ent off fo r  pack in g  and  

ta lk ing , and  I fo r  w ork , getting  to g e th e r  the gu es ts  fo r  a  b o a t  r id e  and 

d in n e r .

W anting to expand  o u r  c o n ta c ts  fo r  the s m a l l  and m o r e  in t im a te  

p a r t i e s  tha t we h ave  I had  m a d e  a  l i s t  of the H ouse and  the S enate  and   

the C o u r t  and  D e p a r tm e n ts .  And Lyndon had  added  o th e rs .   So the 
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even ing  w as  grow ing.

Lynda, a lm o s t  r e a d y  to leav e ,  sa id  to m e  about h e r  Daddy, 

" M o th e r ,  h e 's  taken  aw ay m y  c ru tc h  - -  th a t 's  w hat I did w e ll  - -  

b o o k s ,s tu d y ,  g ra d e s ."  T h e re  w as  enough t ru th  in i t  to give m e  a  sw ift 

s tab .   But i f  so i t ' s  b e t t e r  to get r id  of a  c ru tc h  a t  21 then 3 0 .  

A nd looking a t  h e r  - -  so s lim  and  s m a r t  and  a t t r a c t iv e ,  

s e t t in g  off to the  U n iv e r s i ty  - -  I  cou ld  only fee l  s o r r y  fo r  m e .  She 

b ro u g h t  Dave in  to m e e t  and  to sa y  goodbye to fo r  h e r s e l f  an d  o u r  

g u e s ts  a s  they g a th e re d  in  the Yellow Room - -  Joe  and  T ru d y e  F o w le r ,  

M a x  F r ie d m a n ,  E ls p e th  and  W alt Rostow , the C alifanos , the C a r p e n te r s ,  

the F o r t a s es -- how good i t  is  to be  w ith  them ag a in  - -  the B il l  D easo n s ,  

ju s t  s e t t le d .   And L y n d a 's  old b o s s ,  M cG eorge Bundy and  M ary .   And 

H ale  and  L indy B oggs.  When I su g g e s te d  the boat r id e  to h im  I  a lm o s t  

sa id ,  "You p ro b ab ly  n e v e r  want to [see?] w a te r  again ."  G eo rg e  a n d  H elen  

M ah o n  an d  B ill  and  Jan e  W ir tz .   And P a t s y  D erby  - -  how d e lig h ted  I 

w as  to open the g a te s  of o u r  in te r e s t in g  life  to h e r  and  V ick ie .   And 

then i t  w as goodbye to Lynda and on to the boat - -  the " P a t r i c k  J "  - -  

w h e re  Lyndon w en t above d eck  on a  v e r y  hot, m uggy, S ep tem b er  

a f te rn o o n  a b o u t  4:30.  We had  ju s t  had  pads put up  th e re  fo r  sun bath ing  

and  fo r  in c r e a s in g  the cap ac ity .   And h e  w as soon jo ined  by  Jo e  F o w le r  

and  Abe and  s e v e r a l  g u e s ts .

______ I . . ' : - ' '  • —  ̂ —
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We w e re  a s s e m b le d  in about th re e  spo ts  - -  the u p p er  f ro n t  

deck , the u p p e r  b a c k  deck  w h e re  Lyndon he ld  fo rth ,  and  d o w n s ta i r s

w h ere:I  sp en t  m o s t  of m y  t im e  e x cep t  for c ircu la t in g  to take c lo se u p  

m o v ie s  of  th is  in te r e s t in g  potpourri of g u e s t s .

We p a s s e d  Mt. V e rn o n  b e fo re  sundown, so we stood a t  a t te n t io n  

w h ile  taps  cau g h t us a l l  up in  a m o m e n t  of ded ica tion  and  then  the 

 " S ta r  Spangled B a n n e r" .   And a  l i t t le  f a r th e r  down the r iv e r  b ro w n  

an d  d e b o n a ir  C la r k  C lif fo rd  jo ined  u s  and  w as b ro u g h t  by the l i t t le  

 j e t  b o a t .

It w as  a s  hot and  hazy  an  a f te rn o o n  a s  I have e v e r  seen on the 

P o to m a c .   But the c o n v e r sa t io n  fo r  m e  w as b r i l l i a n t  and exc iting .

I  spen t m u ch  of the evening  w ith  Walt R ostow  - -  a  fa sc in a t in g   

s h o r t  c o u r s e  in w o r ld  a f f a i r s .   L i t t le  b i ts  f ro m  h is  ta lk : the w o r ld  

i s  l a r g e ly  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  two old m e n  who do not have the b lue  ch ips  --  

M a o  T s e -Tung an d  C h a r le s  de G aulle .  And then  of the P a k s  an d  of the 

In d ia n s ;  th e re  a r e  one m il l io n  P a k s  and  4 - 1 /2  Ind ians.  But the C h in ese  

h av e  one h a lf  of the Indians tied  down fencing  them a c r o s s  the b o r d e r  

so  the odds a r e  one to 2 - 1 /4  in s te a d  of one to 4 - 1 /2 .

I  a s k e d  him  abou t a  fee lin g  that.  I had  - -  m aybe i t  h a s  com e

fro m  the s h e e r  p h y s ic a l  a p p e a ra n c e  - -  the s ta tu re and the b e a r in g  of Ayub 

o r  m aybe  f ro m  w hat I  th ink  I  r e m e m b e r  about K ip ling 's  p ic tu re  of

Mm
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Ind ia  - -  the P a k s  a r e  the b e t t e r  f ig h te r s .   A re  th e  [Sikhs?] a  p a r t  of the 

P a k s ?   And he sa id ,  "Oh yes .  T h a t  is  the old K ipling m yth , and  

the people  of A yub 's  g e n e ra t io n  and  y o u r 's  and  m in e  a r e  l ik e ly  to 

h a v e  i t .   If a l l  of G od 's  c h i ld re n  a r e  about the s a m e  w hen  they  h av e  

the w eapons and  the in s t ru c t io n  I th ink  things m a y  be d if fe re n t  now.   

And if the C h inese  should  a t ta c k  the Ind ians  on the b o r d e r ,  th ey  m ig h t  

be  in  fo r  a  s u r p r i s e . "

He w en t on to s ta te  so m eth in g  tha t I love to h e a r  - -  th a t  in

P a k is ta n  e v e ry  d o l la r  of a id  h a s  b een  w ell  spent.  What a  r e l i e f  to   

so m eb o d y  on the A d m in is t r a t iv e  end who is u s e d  to being p u m m e le d  

w ith  the b la m e  tha t  we a r e  throw ing  i t  down the d ra in .   

E a r l i e r  I had  ta lked  to h is  wife E ls p e th  - -  h e r s e l f  a n  o u ts tan d in g  

e c o n o m is t ,  t e a c h e r  and  l e c t u r e r .   And she had  s a id  tha t if  you cou ld  

g ra p h  the econom ic  p r o g r e s s  of India and  P a k is ta n  d u r in g  the l a s t  

d ecad e  you w ould find them  going s te a d ily  u p w ard  eco n o m ica l ly .   And 

tha t of C hina not going upw ard .  And the g r e a t  t ra g e d y  of th is  m o m e n t  

i s  tha t  they a r e  r i s k in g  a l l  th is  by  a co n fro n ta t io n  be tw een  them  b e c a u se  

they  c a n ' t u se  the s a m e  m oney  to s tage  a  w a r  an d  con tinue the u p w ard  

eco n o m ic  tre n d .

W alt R o stow  had  s a id  th a t  T a iw an  is a  m i r a c le .   I  f e l t  v in d ic a te d  

som ehow  b e c a u se  I h a d  s e n se d  such  a  su rg e  of v i ta l i ty  in Ta iw an , and

naass:
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ye t  I w o n d e re d  if  I had  sw al l owed a  g r e a t  big dose  of p ro p ag an d a .

I a s k e d  h im , "How do we co m m u n ica te  w ith  China?  No U. N., 

no t ra d e ,  no t r a v e l e r s .   How do we know w hat they  a r e  d o in g ? "

He sa id ,  "We have a  s o r t  of a  d ip lo m atic  d ialogue tha t  is  

r a t h e r  like  a  s t e r i l i z e d  m in u e t  w ith  them in  W arsaw . Our Am b a s s a d o r  

th e r e  and  the R ed  C h inese  A m b a s sa d o r  th e re ."  R a th e r  p r e c i s e .   I t  sounded  

r a th e r  l ike  a  p lay . 

We ta lk ed  of Ayub whom I a d m ire .   But i t  is  h a r d  fo r  m e  to 

r e l in q u i s h  the  im a g e  of f r ie n d sh ip  and  w a rm th  tha t  I have  f ro m  o u r  - 

m e e tings  w ith  h im .  M r. R ostow  s a id  he d id  too.  He s a id  he  h ad  

tak en  a  b ig  g am b le .   He thought he w ould la tch  onto a  b ig  p iece  of 

r e a l  e s ta te  and  u se  i t  a s  a  tra d in g  p o s it io n  in  try in g  to get K a s h m ir .   

T h ings  have not tu rn e d  out like  tha t  and  now he w as  fac ing  a  d e s p e ra te  

s i tu a t io n  - -  w alk ing  a  tight rope  be tw een  the w e s t  and  R ed  China.

And then he s a id  so m eth in g  abou t Lyndon that w as r a t h e r  

in tu i t iv e  I thought.  " I f  we can  ju s t  s ta y  the c o u r s e ,  if  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  

to r id e  out th is  s to rm  of V ie t-N am , and  a lso  of In d ia -P a k is ta n ,  then 

in  t im e  y o u r  h u sb an d  would have the m o s t  w onderfu l chance  of 

e x p o r t in g  som e of h is  econom ic  ad v an ces  th roughou t the w o r ld  - -  

o u r  technology, o u r  m e d ic a l  r e s e a r c h  - -  i t ' s  a  d a r in g ,  d azz lin g  

d r e a m ,  and  i t  is  w hat I th ink h a s  b een  lying in L yndon 's  m ind."
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He ta lk ed  of the A s ian  D evelopm ent Bank and  sa id  tha t J a p a n  

h a s  the s a m e  a m o un t in  i t  th a t  the U nited  S ta tes  h a s .   I d o n 't  r e m e m b e r  

fo r  s u re  - -  I th ink  p o s s ib ly  20 m ill io n .   But I w as  r e f r e s h e d  th a t  s o m e -  

w h e re  we w e r e  m e t  by a n  equa l s tak e  f ro m  an  A sian  na tion  in  A s ia 's  

own p r o b l e m s .   

I  w en t on a ro u n d  the boa t ta lk ing  to H elen  Mahon about L e r a  

an d  A lb e r t  T h o m a s .   H e len  is  such  a  good f r ien d .   To  Lindy a n d  H ale  

abou t the " L a d y  B i r d  S p e c i a l "  - -  a lm o s t  our f i r s t  a n n iv e r s a ry .   And 

ab o u t h u r r i c a n e  B e tsy .   To Jan e  W ir tz  about the p o s s ib i l i ty  of he lp ing  

out a  polio  c r ip p le d  w om an  I h a d  h ad  a  sa d  l e t t e r  about who p a in ted  

w ith  a  b r u s h  h e ld  in  h e r  tee th  — p e rh a p s  th rough  J a n e ' s  p ro g ra m  to 

m a r k e t  th ings  the h an d icap p ed  did,  s h e m ig h t  r e c e iv e  so m e  b e n e f i ts  

fo r  the m oney  o r  reco g n it io n .

We h ad  d in n er  on TV t r a y s .   Nothing is  v e r y  good any  m o re  

s in c e  Lyndon b eg an  h i s  s tea m  r o l l e r  d ie ting .  And then we show ed  

so m e  m o v ie s  - -  " T h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  C o u n try " , "T h e  Night of the D ragon" ,  

and  the In a u g u ra l  f i lm .

One of th e  n ic e s t  th ings about the whole evening to m e  w as  to 

se e  how th r i l l e d  P a t s y  w as .

We w e re  b a c k  a t  the Navy y a rd  w e ll  b e fo re  10:00 - -  in  tim e 

fo r  m e  to have e x e r c i s e s  a t  the W hite H ouse and  to co m e b a c k  in to   

L y n d o n 's  ro o m  to find h im  s t i l l  d eep  in  c o n v e rsa t io n  w ith  C la rk
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Clifford on a bed covered like a fall of Autumn leaves with his n igh t re a d in g .  E a ch  one had  a dem anding  p ro b lem  tha t  couldn't 

be s e t t l e d  by  h is  s ta f f  o r  the D e p a r tm e n ts .   He p lead s  w ith  them

to take e v e ry th in g  that they can and  handle  i t .

It w as  a  day th a t  I  c a n  re l in q u is h  to t im e  b e c a u se  I th ink  

w e 'v e  done ju s t  a s  m u c h  w ith  it a s  we could.


