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Lyndon and I had a late breakfast and then got ready to go to 

the N ational C ity C hristian  Church. f  rSi

When we walked in  I  cam e face to face with Judge an d M rs.
'̂ •

. * .‘I \ V'
F ergu son  from  Johnson City - -  with sh eer  good look I reco g n ized   / r ^

them in th is far-aw ay , unexpected p lace, greeted  them w arm ly and

we sa t together.  And afterw ard  in  the coffee  hour as we stood in  line

and shook hands with the huge congregation  - -  a nd even long a fter   tP'iAiL-

Labor Day, m any of them are tou rists  from  a ll over the United S tates, 

m o stly  the South it se em s - -  Lyndon leaned over and w hispered  to 

m e , "Why don't we ask  D r. and M rs. D avis and the F ergu son s to 

com e down and have lunch with u s?"   In h is im p u lsive, generous 

way, he gathered  them up and the s ix  of us returned to the White H ouse.  

Bla n c o  and B eagle w ere racing on the lawn, with B la n co 's  w hite 

fur flying w ith h is gracefu l lea p s.  The chrysanthem um s w ere  a b laze   

of g lory .  It w as a p icture to rem em b er .  And alw ays, I got that litt le  

th rill of sharing i t  —  especia lly  w ith  people so far rem oved a s  Johnson C ity.   

And there couldn't have been  anybody m ore ap p reciative .

Lyndon in s is ted  that they get their su itca ses  - -  in  fact he sent 

for  them - -  and m ove into one of the guest room s, although a s he 

explained we would  not be there that night.  And then he sa id , "Why 

don't you a ll  com e up to New York with us?"
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It would be ch illy  before nightfall - - M r s .  D avis didn't have a 

coat.  I len t her one.  And so  th rilled  and elated , the s ix  of us s e t  out 

b y  chopper - -  another exciting exp erien ce for our four gu ests - -  and 

then Air F o rce  I for New York.  It was a rough flight.

L uci and Pat w ere along b ecau se tom orrow  is  the day the Pope  

spends in  our country .  And the Mike M an sfield s.  And a plane load  of 

G overn m en t o ffic ia ls  going up for one of the m o st dram atic hours of 

th is  y ea r 's  C on gression a l s e s s io n  - -  the signing of the Im m igration  

B ill - -  that l ong f o ught-for m ea su re , ending the national o r ig in s quota  

sy stem  of governing im m igration .  It took place - -  w here e ls e  - -  but 

in the shadow of the Statue of L iberty.  And if  anybody h o ller s  it 's  

corn y , w e 'll m ake the m ost of i t !

I learn ed  la ter  that C ongressm an  F relinghuysen  had a long l i s t  

of what he hoped w ere hum orous suggestions of w here to sign  b ills  and had  

l is te d  the Statue of L iberty  for this v ery  bill!  If h is  w as a cyn ica l 

subtle sop h istica te  su ggestion  and m aking-fun suggestion  it  back-  

fired .  The cerem on y w as a jew el of an hour that I won't forget.

Our chopper landed on the litt le  Island - - t h e r e  w as a crow d of 

Cabinet o ff ic e r s .  Senators, G overnor R ock efe ller , both R ep resen tative  

John L in d sey  and C ity C om ptroller Abraham Beam  in  the race for  the 

M ayorsh ip .  And M ayor Wagne r , and a co ter ie  of outstanding c it iz en s
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w hose fa th ers or  grandfathers had com e to th ese  shores a s  a part of the 

"huddled m a ss e s  yearning to breathe free" and who th em se lv es  had added  

m u s c le  and b rain s to A m erica 's  g rea tn ess .  And som e just t he  

s tr e e t  to u r ist who had caught the ferry  and cam e over.

Lyndon spoke with h is back to the New York skyline as he faced  

the Statue of L iberty.  It was a windy day, and the flags w ere  whipping 

in  the b r e e z e .  Anna Mo f f o  sang "Am erica" and a s her great v o ice   

rang out "thy pu rp le m ountain m a je s tie s , above the fru ited  plains" and  

a s  ey es  turn e d  fro m  Lyndon 's  face to the flag, to the great Statue its e lf ,  

I w as caught up in the m agnificent drama of the m om ent.  It w as good 

h isto ry  and good theatre - -  and m any a wet ch eek  in the crow d.

   T h e  p a r t i c ip a t in g  C o n g r e s s m e n  f i l e d  b y  to get their pens that

he had u sed  in  the signing.  T hen cam e others with a v er y  re a l  

rea so n  for being there - -  Arthur Goldberg - -  h is  father a Jew ish  

peddler from  R u ssia .  G en era l Sarnoff of RCA who has liv ed  m ore  

in the stream  o f A m erica .  And then I saw the p icturesque face of 

Jacob P otovsky of the Clothing Union and rem em bered  how I had asked  

him how old he w as when he cam e to this country.  And he sa id , "It 

a ll depends."  It turned out he had given h is  age in three d ifferen t  

w ays to su it the n e c e s s it ie s  of the occasion  - -  once when he had  

signed  up a s  an apprentice to learn  trade and you had to be a certa in   

age to be e lig ib le  for that; once som ehow  concerning h is im m ig ra tio n  
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papers; and once for a re lig io u s cerem on y - -  and I think this m u st have 

been the c o r r e c t  age - -  probably a bar m itzvah cerem on y.

A s L yndon and I turned to walk out of the crowd - -  he shaking  

hands to right and to le ft - -  suddenly I found m y se lf  face to fa ce  w ith  

E rich  L einsdorf, our own part of the great A m erican  sto ry  b eca u se   

once long ago in about 1938 Lyndon had rescu ed  him - -  a talented  young 

Jew ish  conductor from  the m a w  of H itler 's  G erm any and brought him

out by way of the peacefu l little  Islan d of Cuba(!!) - -  to the golden sh ore of what 

the lady w ith the lam p speaks o f.  And now he has gone a s  high in  h is  

p ro fess io n  a s  a m u sic ian  can.

We stopped, em braced , gathered him up with u s, and he got in 

the car that w as bound for the W aldorf A storia  T ow ers in a long  

m otorcade through thousands and thousands of New Y orkers that 

thronged the s tr e e ts .  What a weekend for New York!  I think the 

h appiest m an T uesday m orning is  going to be the C hief of P o lic e, u n less  

i t 's  the M ayor.  I rem em ber what Mayor Wagner sa id  about K hrushchev's  

v is it  having caused  - -  I'm afraid  to m ention the sum - -  but a m illio n   

or so  d o lla rs  for  a ll the extra p o lice  that w ere h ired  to p rotect h im .  

And h ere  they w ere - -  hundreds of them blue clad  on the s tr e e ts  today 

to p rotect the P resid en t and tom orrow  there m ust be leg io n  to p rotect  

the P o p e .

.V ;
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F in a lly  we em erged  into the quiet of the W aldorf A storia  T ow ers  

su ite  with E rich  s t i l l  in tow.  We had som e sandw iches and co ffee  and  

v is it in g .  And then I took a nap.  I had brought along m y b est d r e s s  for  

the evening - -  m y red St. Ma u r .

The G oldbergs w e r e  having a dinner party in  their su ite for

us.  B etw een  the hair d r e s se r  and that rather queenly looking evening  

d r e s s  I did fe e l  ready for th e  o ccasion  when Lyndon and I w alked  up to  

the su ite  at 8:00 .     ̂ ' —-

-- It w as a day of being aw ash with em otions.  And if  there hadn't  

been a lread y  enough I could  hear down below  m e the chant of d em on strators.   

W e looked down to see  a rather sm a ll crowd m arching up and down 

a c r o s s  from  the hotel.  I fe lt  sure what they w ere p rotestin g  w as  

som eth ing about the United States' p o licy  in V iet-N am  and the  

D om inican R epublic.  And I thought I could see  people com ing up 

to them to argue with them .  

So by now I w as ready for this sort of a c iv ilized  evening of 

good in te llec tu a l f a r e  a nd good food that I could anticipate w ith the 

G oldbergs.  But I cannot enter this su ite  w ithout m y m ind going back  

to A dlai S tevenson .  S o m e h o w  I am sad and a litt le  lon ely .  But 

I s e e  nothing of him h ere  w here so  recen tly  he w as the ligh t of the  

gathering.
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It w as a blue ribbon gathering - - t h e  N elson  R o ck efe llers ,

Speaker and M rs. M cCorm ack, Dean and Virginia Rusk, C ardinal 

Spellm an— rotund[?] and affable but growing uncerta in  on h is  le g s .

The a p o sto lic  d elegate with whom Jack V alenti is  getting quite  

fr ien d ly .  And m y old friend  of the R ose Garden, Fanfani.  Now 

he i s  p resid en t of the G eneral A ssem b ly .  And U Thant, the S ecre ta ry  

G eneral.  The M a n sfie ld s  and Javits and Bobby K ennedys.  And John 

R ooneys.  A good a ssem b la g e  of C atholic, running to the Ir ish , of 

UN oriented  p erson n el.  M ayor W agner and h is  new  w ife .  How good  

it  i s  to se e  him  happy again.  Anna and Paul Hoffman.  Jim m y R o o sev e lt.   

And beautifu l Anna Mo ffo  w ith her husband M ario Lanf ranchi.  And 

our good fr ien d s the Ed W eisls  and the Arthur K rim s - -  two la rg e  room s  

fu ll in fact so  that Lyndon and I m oved with the co u rse .  D elic io u s so le  . 

and ro a st  s ir lo in  and enorm ous stra w b erries  for d e sse r t .

. On m y right w as C ardinal Spellm an who doesn't hear v ery  w e ll.   

Among other things he said  he had heard  about the Lyndon B ain es Johnson  

L ibrary and that he had contributed to m any P resid en tia l l ib r a r ie s  in  

h is  day and he would be glad to make a sm a ll donation to th is  one.  

I thought it would be presum ptuous of m e to say that we w ere  asking  

for any.

Lyndon has  suggested to Arthur Goldberg ahead of tim e that he ■

hoped it would just be a quiet, inform al evening - -  no toasts.  And
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A rthur, who is  never at a lo s s  for  w ords, w as not quite sure that he 

m eant what he said .  He turned to m e for ad vice, and then he quickly  

fo llow ed  by saying, "I thought I m ight just repeat the w ords of an old  

H ebrew  p ra y er ."  I jumped at that excellen t solution.  No resp o n se  is  

needed  to a prayer, su re ly .  At le a s t  no earth ly  resp on se .  So at the 

end of the dinner, v ery  eloquently and sim p ly  and beautifu lly  he 

rec ited  a H ebrew  prayer for peace and asking for w isdom  for the 

lea d ers  of the country - -  not unlike our own E piscopal bit from  the 

p rayer book.  

Then we went into another room and Anna Mo ffo  enterta ined  us  

w ith s e v e r a l of m y favorite  songs - -  "G reen sleeves'', "Sum m ertim e".

And one from  "Madame Bufferfly", the m o s t  p la intive one of a l l .  

Sh e's lo v e ly , and it w as an exce llen t evening.

Dorothy is putting her own stam p on the E m bassy .  One room

contained se v e r a l of h er p ain tings.   L y n d o n  renew ed h is req u est.   

Once she had p rom ised  him on e long ago, and he never le ts  her forget

it.  T hese w ere  a sort of m ontage or decoupage and quite dream y and

gen tle  in co lorin g .  I love them.  T here is a sen se  of excitem en t in  the

a ir  b ecau se tom orrow  is  the day the Pope is  com ing - -  even the m o st  

P ro testa n t of u s  feels it.  But this w as the end of an em otionally  exhausting day 

too. W e had a ll  been  aw ash in  it  - -  at le a st  I had.  And so  I w as ready  

and happy to go hom e.
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I noticed  Lyndon in e a r n e s t  con versation  w ith Happy R o c k e fe lle r .   

She and the G overnor do m ake an a ttractive pair.  W hatever fee lin g s   

one m ay have had are  n e c e s sa r ily  softened when you m eet her.  She is  

appealing, fr ien d ly , natural, ea rn est.  And not too beautiful.  I m ean  

not so  as to excite  jea lou sy  of a ll the wom en she m eets  - -  a u se fu l  

a s s e t  I would say. v

I w as glad to go hom e at the ea r ly  hour of about 11:00.  And so I 

think w as everyone b ecau se of the heavy resp o n sib ilitie s  for the next 

day - -  the day the Pope co m e s .


