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It was a day of tension and the end of tension.

- In the morning I worked at my desk. And' then I went to

. Geor‘g’etown to .‘the studio to listen‘ to the nearly ﬁnished product of =’
f my ddcuméﬁtéiéy'fd'f' John"'Secondari.‘“. 1had been prepared as
: gently{\she could by Slmone 'But the recorded portions were not, :,

‘as good a.s the on-ca.mera --~_tha.t 1t wasn t up to the quahty they' o S - —

':,wanted It Was awful AI_waﬁ.\-.S eadmg a scrlpt written by someone ‘
S élse.;-A-,lifeless v’and'"s_chool_';te,acher‘lsh. It d1d not hold my. mterest ST B
.- how could it'hol'd"_a'nyfbne eise’"“s; e R o i T

.‘.‘-How could 'wé have heen.so pleased in June - Abe and Marif

and the Secondar1s and I w1th the recorded portlon? The whole th1ng

'looked awful and I felt S1ck John Seconda.n suggested that 1 have

some tutormg lessons and then come to New York -~ the only studio

_where they could pr0per1y record wh1le I looked at the film and got -

in the mood I could not tell them why I could not come’ to NeW York.v o

s Lyndon s announcement would not be made unt11 6 OO thls evenmg

S0l sa1d 1 would look at my schedule a.nd try to work it out ‘that the__

next few weeks were uncertam and full

Then heavy with fa11ure I returned to the Whlte House, stoppmg

along the way at Jean LOlllS to get a halr do for the. a.fternoon s -

bu31ness'.-‘ One,’ having my picture ma’de;in ‘the Dip.lomatl‘c _Receptio_n" o

Room"_; ./giving my check to the Unlted GiVéf‘é ‘Fund. ' Two," ha'.vinﬁg“ another' '




p students and m111tary personnel to: study at the Red Stone Arsenal

Board of Trade where Mark Evans and his. m1crophone and 'Frrn*m‘.t-s- B ‘711%/
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. pdcture made with John Sparkman -- hard pressed for the Senate next

summer in Alabama.. 4mé Dr. Von Braun -- one of his leading

constituents., And Mayor Glen Hearn of Huntsville. Mayor Hearn

_ had in hand his kit from the ""Keep. American Beautiful" group. And

their visit wa.s for the purpo‘sze' of teilivng me about a Park in Huntsville --

: the Deep Sprmg Internatmna.l Park 1n memorlal to the country sendmg

Handsome Dr Van Brauu hoped I w0u1d give my attentlon to‘ i : ’ -
. the power a.hd teleohone .lmes strung a.hove our c1tA1es‘. He_saldéu ! o 3
Europe_in ‘many towu‘s it >is. réquired 'that they bury .them. j- S S . j
Then L1z whued me’ out the door and we went to the Wa.shlngton. o '
: AR, g Q) C»Z_
Sh'tnid:e., . the: landscape archltect Ralph Becker and a few other Boa,rd o
of 'I‘ralde_people a.long with asso't-ted tour;sts were ga.thered for a |
5-rnit1ute .or so ce.r.eruorbly a‘oout the Board;s' own beautificetion of 'its‘

headqu'ei'ters -- holly trees in planter_s, chrysanthemums -- one, I

planted.

CAl day long I went with the sense"tha.til am moving a.utomaticaliy -

through the prolog"t/oward the real be'ginnin‘g.

- ‘Back at the White Hous’e Ihada session with 'Jim Ketchum' about

. where to 'h/ang the Mrs Roosevelt portralt, where to put the Churchlll

ey
f ;
bust, La Grues portraxt of Ben_)amm Frankhn, the desk that Queen
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Victoria gave to the White House and it was used by President
Kennedy and that the Kennedys now want to borrow for t‘h'eir' L'ib‘ra:py'.‘
It has b,een'decided that it will go to the Sm‘i‘thsonian,; and then when-_

the Kennedy Library is finished, with as little publicity as possible, -

. There are many facets to this -- a giver of treasuregs to the

' White House wants very much for his portrait or a rare piece of- . =

..*~ furniture to remain forever within these walls. He feels.an assurance .

when né”’gives' iE’,i‘f»,What’ if he ca’mno't feel this assurance? Wh;-;{e{{viu

gy

“this do to the program of acqmrmg thmgs of beauty the Whlte House"-‘
On the other hand how can you say no to the appeal of Mrs. Kennedy -

o ‘~of all her; famﬂy -- for the desk her husband used - the one under

which Caroline and John John played and’peered at the photographers‘. ‘
1 think it is unwise and I cannot say no.
We found the just-right home for the beautiful rug ‘t_hat Mrs. .

‘ Huttb_n'i';a'd‘ given the White House in the V‘e'rfn'xeil Room. We looked

at the M ar‘y Cassattls to agree‘ on which one I really wanted if it can’

.be had ‘-~ the rather French impressioni_s't‘leoking one with the nurse

maid on the park bench and the little girl in red on her lap.

: And then it was ‘nearly" 5:30' -- time’for rme to meet Liz 'and -

A‘j’/.

' Bese They had no 1dea what I was gomg to tell them.v. I d1d very -

v
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of xveek_e.. The mounting stacks of invitations have been getting .
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Lyndon'had had an attack of gall bladder trouble the night of Labor Day.

- The .re.‘pea.ted tests and X-rays had indicated the wisdom‘ of taking' it

and he would go into Bethesda for surgery Thursday nlght to be

ope rated Fr1day morn1ng

At last it was out, Som ehow 1 felt years younger and pounds |

llghter Poor Bess had been d1straught with all the changes and upsets:

about the salute to Congress -- whether to add a mov1e, the pOSS1b111ty .

' of cancellmg the whole thmgs, the 10g1st1cs of mov1ng a thOusand '

people from the Wh1te House to the State Department and back to »:;', E

gettmg all the prima donnas to work together. She -- the calmest of
peOpl_e_»-had been at her ropee end for'th'e‘l_a'e_t two days ~-- actua_lly'in _ |
. tears yesterday‘.h “And I com‘pl_e.tely dnable to e)‘cplainmy' own difﬁculti_ee L

“to her or to promiSe the President's unflinching affable presence for '

as long as needed at a certain tlme for plctures w1th the actors or h1s
own speech When I finished I felt like I had Just coughed up a time
bomb that I had been carrymg So we qulte 51mply began to plan how

to handle the barrage of ma11 and the flowers -~ cards to be prmted or

Aengraved with the Seal the fact that I 1ntended to go to the hospltal

and stay there the whole p0531ble two weeks of Lyndon s stay, cancellmg

my few engagements after Thursday mght and letting them know why I

CaT

was not going:to accept any more engagements for an indefinite number .

..........




7~

v._-.;__‘my s1de of 1t . o

bathroom ﬂoor and a rechnmg cha1r to be brought up from (‘amp Dav1d

’_ the talk-mgh—t routme at the tables. I wonder if in any other f'.t

---_of the country at these stag dxnners w1th more explana.tlon of “,’h we
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- unexplained '"'no's' from me for days and days or .the-word that we

o » Will decide vlater with Bess and Liz increasinaly resvtive and i)uzzled

Poor Bess, W1th two sick ch1ldren and 900 guests commg and a stage

J

full of hlghly 1nd1v1dua1 actors. I had felz like I wanted to give her

A.L~a hug and a tranqulhzer m And at last she can understand

I 1eft them to f1gure out the next. day 8 busmess in the llght of

e th1.s a11 1mportant commltm ent and went hurr1edly Wlth Marv1n and

,7"Jack and Dr._ BurkleY out to Bethesda to look at the su1te.' The fir‘st' '

fo ;'t1rne I had seen 1t, ‘on the th1rd floor, new, beaut1fu1 practmally raced

',:':.:.{ ‘ through w1th Dr. Dav1s makmg suggestmns abOut the carpet for the -

7

p1ctures and some Salmas and other favorlte plctures from Lyndon s

ofﬁce ’to make 1t mo_re warm.
- And ‘then hurriedly back to the White House so that Marvin_and " .
" Jack cou}ldilattend the Vstag‘ dinner --.-' another of the _}s_eries introlving

'Cabinet members, businessmen, leaders in the fields of education, .

 the mlmstry and the arts -- all gathered for br1ef1ngs, d1nner and then

—nehr

.Adrn1mstrat1on there has been such a constant mlxmg of the bra1ns

53 St

: plenty of hard p1110ws, the three -screen TV set to be 1nsta11ed fam11y o
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Call 1t}s__st»r_ata for‘ 'wha.(; _'thlS Admin1etrat19n 'th.ink_s and believes a._nd a.ims_ :

MEMORANDUM |
' THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON .
" Tuesday, October 5, 1965 B ,V . R ']‘?age' ‘6 R "

are doing what we are doing an.d, j&hat it will mean to yeu; John Citizen -~
to you i»n. labor and businesAs; and 1a£ely, ~_ne__w'fa.cets havev'been’added a_s“ |
'di.v,erse‘ -a..s Devid Suskin’d“ajnd"the' 'P;esic.i.ent:.of the Southern Ba.pt‘iv‘st
,Cohve.htjeh;v :Dr. Weyne_ D'ahene'y,"‘”-”and Dr. Barnaby Keeney,the .‘."P-‘reéident N |
of Bfowh Un.iversify.‘ o |

]'I th1hk v1t is ‘one of the most exc1t1ng thmgs that; L}ndon has done )

: and 1t h&ﬁg served as sort of c1rcu1atory system throughout thls land in

Wlth the stagl:'dinner going downsta;irs.,b I setl_:léd down comfd':;;'tahly' |

) on'the"eefa"w:lth.my‘dwn two guests -- Jim Cain and Willis Hurst -~ for
a.; quiet' Eaik of‘evelueting_the'bopefo/rﬁ) R '

L Aﬁd then a good dinner.y

Eut _)ust as we reached thedessert I lest them to a hlgher prlOl‘ltY -- e
Lvndoh.sent upstalrs and a‘sked fher'n to J‘ozhn ‘h1m and all the guests I had |
| had word that S:ewUdall and Blll Ma.uldm, attendmg the d1nner, would- :
“like to come upstaxrs to bresent a cartoon to me; my. chance- io share
' the'bit‘;e»f. this >e'>':triao'rdinar‘y e\'r‘eri.i‘rig” downstai}:s;

Bill had tucked under his arm the orlgmal of“the cartoon of a
h1ghwa.y wmdmg 1ts. way through a thlcket of. bﬂlboards, one of whxch
rsa1d "Impeach Lady Bird" -- 1mag1ne me keeplng cornpany w1th the

' Chief Jus tice .
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"\.B-ill, who loo_ks like .a.pixie, 1s a very engaging man. I th1nk -
he will ::seem. young ;;vhen-he ie' 60

l',:It"wes a 11ve1y 5‘4mi‘nuté‘s.A Stew Udall is always brlght company.'
They both autogtephed the cartoon and *hen re_]omed a much more _.

com pe}lm g com pany downstairs.

I‘l_e:ft,;a._ n'ot_e: for Jim,'end Willis to join me in: the swimming A

e went down and had 40 laps -- enough to wear off some of

the_'emﬁotlonal fet;_gue. : And then back for a rub to .t_elephone Tony;f‘ -

[y a4 T

« ' and .the'n 'b”.eoausef‘ituvas about 1:00 -~ feehng sure_that Lyndonh.muézt

g come up ta1rs -- I opened the door and started 1nto h1s room. Agast, o

: 1 found 1t full of men == Gregory Peck Hugh O'Brlan -- 10 or 12 men

with - LyndOn on the table gettmg a rub and holdmg them all in corwersatlon ;r_",’bf,d'

o at theksame t1me.- I shneked and backed out What a household) "And

what EY moral to always have your hair a.nd your groommg in perfect

order.:,.' .--'

........




