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It b egan  e a r ly  when Jack , in L yndon 's  b e d ro o m , so m e tim e  

a f t e r  7:30 sa id ,  " I  m u s t  go see  a showing of th is  f ilm  a t  the S tate  

D e p a r tm e n t  - -  the one we a r e  p r e p a r in g  fo r  the 'Salu te  to C o n g r e s s '" .    

Lyndon sa id ,  " L e t 's  go w ith  h im . Can you get r e a d y  in  5 m in u te s ? "   

In m y  gown w ith  an  unw ashed  face  I s a id  it  w ill  take m e  10 .  And s u r e  

enough  in  10 m in u te s  we d ash ed  out the door, r a c e d  to the S tate  

D e p a r tm e n t ,  w alk ing  in  about 8:15 w ith  the e a r ly  sh if t  and  saw  the , 

t h r e e - s c r e e n  d o c u m e n ta ry  put to g e th e r  by HEW of the a c h ie v e m e n ts  

o f the 89th C o n g re s s .   I t  w as  m oving  and  b e a u t i fu l  I  thought, but show ed 

the h a s te  w ith  w hich  i t  had  b een  put to g e th e r  and  needed  a  th r i l l in g  

big  n am e  n a r r a t o r .

G re g o ry  P e c k  w as  on the row  in f ro n t  of u s ,  and  he h ad  b een  

s ig n e d  up to do the n a r r a t in g  in the nex t few h o u r s .   The whole th ing  

i s  to be  shown tonight, o r  T h u rs d a y  night.  L o g is t ica l ly ,  i t  w il l  be  a  

h a r d  thing to do.  And to m y  s u r p r i s e ,  Lyndon and  J a c k  did not a g r e e  

w ith  m e  tha t  i t  w as  good.  A c tu a lly  I  w as  r e l ie v e d  because ,  added  to the 

50 m in u te  show we a l r e a d y  had  fo r  the "Salute to C o n g re s s ", i t  w ould  

be  too m u ch  e n te r ta in m e n t ,  too h a r d  to m e s h  - -  the s c re e n s ,  the l ig h ts ,  

the p ro p s .

And then next th e re  w as a  s ign ing  in  the E a s t  Room a t  10:00 of 

the $340 m il l io n  b i l l  p rov id ing  g ra n ts  to m e d ic a l  c e n te r s  f igh ting  h e a r t  

d i s e a s e ,  c a n c e r  a n d  s t ro k e .   Lyndon h a d  r e f e r r e d  to i t  a s  se tt in g  up
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a  bunch  of l i t t l e  M ayos a ro u n d  a l l  o v er  the coun try .   "So Dale M alech ek  

and  A lvin  S u l te m e ie r  can  get to them ."  T h is  w as one I w an ted  to see  --  

one of th o se  I  am  p ro u d e s t  of.

Lyndon  an d  I  w alked  in  w ith  ev ery b o d y  sea ted ,  and I took m y  

s e a t  on the f ro n t  row  along w ith  John G a rd n e r  of HEW and Lister Hill, 

the f a th e r  of a l l  the m e d ic a l  le g is la t io n  in  the Senate , the Surgeon  

G e n e ra l .   And beh ind  u s ,  M a ry  L a s k e r  and  F lo re n c e  Mahoney.

It w as  a b eau tifu l  t r ib u te  - -  L y n d o n 's  sp e e c h  w as  - -  to the m e n

■ , who occu p ied  in  the  r e s to r a t io n  of h e a l th  to o th e r  m en .  He n e v e r  once 

m e n t io n e d  h is  own p ro b le m , m ak ing  i t  a l l  the m o re  d ra m a t ic .   But he 

th re w  in  an  im p ro m p tu  a cco lad e  to L i s t e r  and  to M a ry  L a s k e r .   And 

then  he  gave out p en s ,  an d  I g a th e re d  up M ary  an d  h e r  gues t,  M rs .  

P a ta n ia n  of F r a n c e  a n d  F lo re n c e  M ahoney and  we went u p s t a i r s  fo r  

a  q u ick  cup  of coffee and  p lanned  f o r  M a ry  and  N ash  an d  me to d r iv e  

a ro u n d  o v e r  th e  c i ty  a t  2:00 to look a t  s e v e ra l  e n t ra n c e s  to W ashington.   

T h e re  i s  a  p o s s ib i l i ty  of m ak ing  one of them  a p ilo t p ro je c t  in  beau tify ing  

an  e n t ra n c e  w ith  the c a s h  on hand  in  the Society fo r  a  M ore B eau tifu l  

C a p i ta l .   M eanw hile  we would have M a d a m e  P a ta n ia n  take a  to u r  of 

the W hite H ouse .

Lyndon w as  h av ing  a  w hirlw ind , of a  day.  A f te r  the s igning, a 

w a lk  a ro u n d  the W hite H ouse g rounds  w ith  the dogs, shaking h ands  w ith  

to u r i s t s ,  tap ing  a  sp eech , see in g  a  d e leg a tio n  f ro m  A ppalach ia , popping

...................
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in  a t  the  N a tio n a l P r e s s  Club luncheon  fo r  c a r to o n is t s ,  c o n su lta t io n s   

w ith  h is  econom ic a l  and f i s c a l [?] a d v is o r s  a s  though to show the w o r ld  

how tough, how w ell, how in d e s t ru c t ib le  he w as on the eve of going to 

the h o sp ita l .  . ■

I w o rk e d  a t  m y  d e sk  un ti l  2 :00.  And then  M ary  an d  N a s h  and  

I  d ro v e  fo r  a  coup le  of h o u rs  a ro u n d  the a p p ro a c h e s  to the 14th S t re e t  

B r id g e  - -  one of the  m a in  e n t r a n c e s  f ro m  the N ational A i r p o r t  an d   ,

a l s o  f ro m  the sou th  and  w es t .   And then  the e n tra n c e  on the  Southw est  !

F r e e w a y  down c l o s e  to the C ap ito l  w hich i s  p ic tu re d  in  M a ry 's  book le t,   J

r ig h t  o v er  M aine Avenue, I b e liev e  i t  i s ,  be tw een  7th and  9th.  A nd i t  

p ro v e s  so h a r d  to a p p ro a c h  f ro m  the ang le  tha t we w an ted  to a p p ro a c h  

i t  th a t  a f te r  about 40 m in u te s  d r iv in g  I fe l t  l ike  L yn d o n 's  s to ry  about 

the d ru n k  giving d i re c t io n s  on how to get to the P o s t  Office w hich

e n d e d  -- "You c a n ' t  get th e re  f ro m  h e r e !"

T he  N ational P a r k  S e rv ic e  h as  a re a so n a b ly  good budget,  and  

the D i s t r i c t  of C o lum bia  is  som eth ing  of a  s tep c h ild  - -  l i t t le  m oney , 

l i t t l e  a g g r e s s iv e n e s s  an d  not the z e a l  of the P a r k  S e rv ic e .   So it  

b ehooves  u s  to spend  our m o n ey , I suppose , on ground  th a t  be longs  to 

the D is t r i c t  of C o lum bia  and  t r y  to w in  a l l  the c o o p e ra t io n  we c a n  get 

b e tw een  D .C .  w ith  the N ationa l P a r k  S e rv ic e  a n d  th e  S ta te  of V irg in ia  

s in c e  th o se  th re e  be tw een  them  co m m an d  the e n t r a n c e s  to the C a p i ta l  

C i ty .



■iijpuwwp i

MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I M O T O l

V

• W ed n esd ay , O c to b e r  6, 1965 P a g e  4

We d id  not find the p e r fe c t  spot.  We did  find  som e good 

p r o s p e c t s .   We did no t have tim e  to go out New Y o rk  A venue - -  the 

m a j o r  e n t r a n c e  f ro m  the n o r th  an d  e a s t  and the sh a b b ie s t  of a l l .  

So th a t  a w a its  a n o th e r  t i m e ,  and  M a ry  flew  off to W ashington an d  

I  f lew  b ack  to the White H ouse ju s t  in  t im e  to d r e s s  fo r  the 5:00  

R e c e p t io n  fo r  the  new m e m b e r s  of C o n g re s s  - -  tha t i s ,  the D e m o c ra t ic  

f r e s h m e n , who a r e  so l a r g e ly  re s p o n s ib le  - -  the 70 o r  so  o f  them  - -   

fo r  the fabu lous  s u c c e s s  of L yn d o n 's  p r o g ra m s  in  th is  C o n g re s s .

O nce m o re  we w e re  s e a te d  in  the E a s t  Room - - i t  tak es  on m o r e  

an d  m o re  the a s p e c t  of a  s e m in a r  in an  u n u su a l U n iv ers ity .

Lyndon w e lc o m e d  an d  p r a i s e d  and  thanked.  A nd  then  L a r r y   

O 'B r ie n  took o v e r  with c h a r t s  tha t show ed the 70 o r  so  b i l l s  tha t  

w en t  in to  the h o p p e r  a t  the beginning , the p r o g r e s s  in  June, the s ta tu s  

now, how m a n y  p a s s e d  o r  aw aiting  so m e  co m m it te e  ac t io n  an d  how  

m a n y  ye t to com e up on the f lo o r  - -  only four I b e liev e .

T hen  in  the  Blue Room  we a l l  had  our p ic tu re s  m ade  ag a in .

T he only r e a s o n  I  a p p ro v e  of doing it tw ice is  m y  own keen  r e g r e t   

th a t  I  n e v e r  got any  a t  a l l  of us  to g e th e r  w ith FD R in the 8 y e a r s  we  

s e r v e d  u n d e r  h im . '

O ur th re e  T e x an s  w e re  th e re  - -  the E a r l e  C a b e lls ,  the a t t r a c t iv e  

■ de la  G a rz a s  and  the young R ic h a rd  W hite.  And Hale B oggs f o r  the  

le a d e r s h ip .  And the S p eak er ,  a lone .  S e v e ra l  of the C o n g re s sm e n  
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had  v e ry  n ic e  th ings  to say  to m e  about the H ighway Im p ro v e m e n t  B i l l .   

I  b e l ie v e  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  Dya l  an d  F a r n s l e y  of K entucky and  Roy M c V i c ker.

We w en t in to  the State Dining Room fo r  d r in k s  and  buffe t.   And 

fo r  one of the  few t im e s  in my White H ouse te n u re  I did not l in g e r  a t  

a  p a r ty .   I  h a d  a  q u ick  d r ink , a w o rd  o r  two w ith  th re e  o r  fo u r  c o u p le s .   

A nd then  a t  10 m in u te s  p a s t  six , say ing  goodbye to nobody, I  w en t 

u p s ta i r s  a sk in g  Lyndon to follow m e  l a t e r .   But not u n ti l  he h ad  sp en t 

a l l  the t im e  he  w an ted  to with th e se  g u e s ts  so im p o r ta n t  to w h a te v e r

• s u c c e s s  he a c h ie v e s .  ^

U p s ta i r s  i t  w as quite  a  d if fe re n t  p a r ty  - -  one I  had  lo o k ed  fo rw a rd  

to fo r  oddly s e n t im e n ta l  r e a s o n s .   I t  w as  the a c c e p ta n c e  of the Jacob  

E p s te in  b u s t  of W inston C h u rc h i l l  w hich is  being p re s e n te d  to the 

Wh ite  H ouse by h is  w a r - t im e  f r ie n d s .   A ctually , i t  w as  A v e re l l  H a r r i m a n 's  

id e a .   I have  b eco m e  v e ry  fond of h im , p a r t ly  b e c a u se  h e ' s  in d e s t ru c t ib le ,  

h a n d so m e  a t  70 o r  so, w o rk s  h a r d  in h is  c o u n try 's  s e rv ic e ,  and  

r e m e m b e r s  h is  o l d  f r i e n d s  - -  a s  w i tn e s s  the m onum en t to FD R 

and  now th is  b u s t  of C h u rc h il l .   But the o th e r  d o n o rs ,  f o r m e r  A m b a s s a d o r s  

to G re a t  B r i ta in ,  not a l l  w e re  p r e s e n t .   The W inthrop A ld r ic h e s  w e re  

not, but Da v id B ru c e  w as .  And w a r  t im e  C o m rad e  a t  A rm s  such  a s  

C a r l  Spaatz and  G e n e ra l  F r e d e r i c k  A n d e rso n  - -  the l a t t e r  h ad  flown

a l l  the w ay  f ro m  E u ro p e  ju s t  fo r  th is  h o u r  - -  an d  G eneral  E is e n h o w e r ,  

who c o u ld n 't  be h e r e  but h ad  s e n t  a  sw ee t note.  And I r a  E a k e r  who

;;  w a s  h e r e . ■ttm
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A v e r y  n o tew o rth y  g u es t  w as youthful, p in k -ch eek ed , W inston 

C h u rc h i l l  and  h i s  p r e t ty  wife.  H e 's  the g ran d so n  of S ir  W inston  C h u rc h il l  

an d  he is  to u rin g  the U nited  S ta te s  m ak ing  l e c tu r e s  a b o u t  h is  t r a v e l s

■ o v e r  A f r ic a  in  a  s in g le  engine p lane .

I t  w as  an  evening  of n o s ta lg ia .   Anna R o o sev e lt  and  h e r  husband ,

'  ■ D r .  J a m e s  H a ls te d ,  w e r e  th e r e .  And a lso  the F ra n k l in  D. R o o se v e l t ,  J r . ' s .

• A nd B i l l  W h ite  an d  Eddie  F ie l l a rd .  And no g r e a t e r  a d m i r e r  of  

W in s to n  C h u rc h i l l  than  B il l  W hite who h ad  been  in  England a s  a  w a r   

c o r r e s p o n d e n t  b e fo re  and  a f te r  D -D ay.  And the widow of E d w a rd  R.

M u r ro w .   And the B r i t i s h  A m b a s sa d o r  a n d  Lady Dean.  And Kay H a lle  

who h a d  b een  v e r y  in s t r u m e n ta l  in  getting  le g is la t io n  in tro d u c e d  to 

m a k e  S ir  W inston an h o n o ra ry  c i t iz e n  of the U nited  S ta tes .

We h ad  a  l i t t l e  c e re m o n y  w ith  som e g ra c e fu l  w o rd s  by  A v e re l l  

H a r r im a n .   And then  by Lyndon, m oving  through h is  f a s t - p a c ed da y  

a n d  f in ish ed  w ith  h is  f r e s h m e n  C o n g re s sm e n  jo ined  us  abou t 2 m in u te s  

b e fo re .   And the r e s p o n s e  by Sir P a t r i c k  Dean.  A nd th e n  I fe l t  m oved  

to e x p r e s s  m y se lf .   U su a lly  I  am  d ra g g e d  by duty o r  shoved by  L iz .   

But th is  t im e  I w an ted  to talk , an d  I fe l t  th a t  I d id  i t  w ell.  In fa c t ,

I  w as  qu ite  e la te d  an d  only l a t e r  h e a r d  f ro m  Lyndon th a t  he cou ld  only 

u n d e r s ta n d  abou t h a l f  of w hat I h a d  sa id ; bu t s in c e  lo ts  of people  to ld  m e  

i t  w as  v e r y  good I  d ec id ed  he r e a l ly  w as  h a r d  of h e a r in g .
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B ut one of the n ic e s t  m o m e n ts  w as a thoughtfxol su g g es t io n  

of A v e re l l  H a r r im a n  tha t we a s k  young W inston  C h u rc h i l l  to sa y  a  

few w o rd s .  And if the w o rd s  d id n 't  e x a c t ly  d azz le ,  the nam e did.

He is  a  h ea lth y ,  c h a rm in g ,  ruddy  faced  y o u n g s te r .  And I ' l l  

l i s t e n  fo r  w hat h ap p en s  to h im .

It w as  in  a l l  a  v e r y  p le a s a n t  h o u r  and  a  half , m u ch  of w h ich  

I  spen t te l l in g  A v e re l l  H a r r im a n  ju s t  a  v e ry  few of the n ice  th ings 

1 th ink  about h im  and  fee ling  s o r r y  tha t  h is  9 0 -y e a r  old cous in ,  

D aisy ^H ax rim an , h a d n 't  b e e n  ab le  to a c c e p t .  She h ad  w r i t t e n  a  n ice  

no te .  She ju s t  d id n 't  f e e l  up to com ing .

I am  try in g  to get to know the B r i t i s h  A m b a ssa d o r  an d  L ad y  ; 

D ean a  l i t t le  b e t t e r .

And te l l in g  tfeett Anna Hopkins B a x te r  - -  the d au g h te r  of H a r r y  ’ 

H opkins - -  ab o u t a  p ic tu re  of h e r  a .g t'l  w ith h e r  f a th e r  and P r e s i d e n t  

FD R that h ad  hung on L yndon 's  w a lls  a l l  the y e a r s  th a t  he w as  in  the 

H ouse  of R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s .

And D avid B ru ce  - -  our A m b a s sa d o r  to G re a t  B r i t a in  - -  how 

e n ch a n te d  Lynda B i rd  w as  with h is  wife, E vange line ,  when she h ad  

c a l le d  on u s .

E v e ry o n e  le f t  e a r ly ,  and  Lyndon v a n ish e d  b a c k  to h is  office  

an d  I r e a l i z e d  th a t  th is  long fu ll  day, tha t in the m o rn in g  s e e m e d  so - 

e n d le s s ,  la y  now quite  p lac id ly  b e fo re  m e .

— — ..■ :.. . ■
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I had  a  l i t t l e  tim e w ith  L u c i who s o m e tim e s  behaves  like  a 

f r e e  p s y c h ia t r i s t .  In  d esc r ib ir ig  m e  she  sa id ,  ’’You s ta n d  up th e r e  

l ik e  you w e re  h e ro in e  n u m b e r  one - -  nothing can  h u r t  you - -  you 

do n o t n eed  h is  he lp .  " (She w as  speak ing  of Lyndon - -  she a l s o  

th inks I a c t  like  I do not n eed  an y o n e 's  help). "If  he h a s  le f t  you 

out of an y  p a r t  of h is  l ife ,  i t  i s  your own f a u l t . "

One thing ab o u t L uc i,  she is  v e r y  s u re  of h e r  v e r d ic t s .  She 

is  de ligh tfu l,  op in ionated , so m e t im e s  u n co m fo rtab ly  in tu it ive ,  and  

a  joy  to h av e  fo r  a  d au g h te r .  . • ; ^

I  c a l le d  J im  C ain  an d  W illis  H u rs t ,  and  they cam e  down and  

w e w e r e  r e a d y  for a  q u ie t  d in n e r  w hich Lyndon cam e  ta m e ly  enough 

a t  8:00 - -  m u c h  to m y  joy. J im  s a id  the b le ss in g .  It w as  w h o le so m e , 

happy  com pany , en livened  by L u c i 's  p r e s e n c e  p a r t  o f  the tim e a n d  the 

v o lley  of te a s in g  - -  she and  h e r  Daddy. And then by 10:00. we w e re  

in  bed . Even  the n igh t re a d in g  d id  not de ta in  Lyndon m uch beyond  

11:00. -' .̂ , .


