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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
' ' '  . v' ■ '

f  \ ■ W A S H I N O T O K  ■

S atu rd a y ,  O c to b er  9, 1965 ■ P a g e  1

My seco n d  h o sp ita l  day.

I s le p t  u n ti l  abou t 9:30 - -  the d ee p e s t ,  m o s t  r e f r e s h in g  s le e p .

I m u s t  have  s le p t  10 o r 11 h o u r s , like a th i r s ty  m a n  in  the d e s e r t  who 

f in d s  a  sp r in g .

And then  w hen  I w en t in to  L yndon 's  ro o m , he w as  in  f r e s h  

p a ja m a s  and  he w a s  p ink  and  brow n. H is  co lo r  w as  so good in 

c o m p a r is o n  w ith  y e s te r d a y ’s g ray .  J im  sa id  he looks l ike  h e ’s 

j u s t  b a c k  f ro m  P a lm  B each . -

On M onday in  N e w  Y o rk  fo r  the v i s i t  of the Pope  knowing fu ll 

w e ll  w hat faced  h im  he h a d  taken  a couple  of h o u rs  off in  the m o rn in g  

to o r d e r  o v e r  a  whole r a c k  o f c lo th es  by two d e s ig n e rs  fo r  young 

peop le ,  w anting  to buy th ings  fo r  Lynda and  L uc i - -  p o s s ib ly  s o m e  • . 

fo r  m e .  D onald B ro o k s  and Geof fre y  Beene had  sen t o v e r  an  a s s o r t m e n t  an d

■ w ith  g r e a t  p le a s u re  and  m u c h  m od e lin g  Lyndon h ad  ch o sen  a  h a lf  d o zen  

o r  m o re  d r e s s e s  fo r  Lynda, s e v e ra l  fo r  L uc i.  And Luc i w alked  in w ith  

h e r  eyes  a l l  s t a r s  and  e m e rg e d  with an  evening e n se m b le  tha t h ad  b een  

m e a n t  for m e .  He h ad  a sk e d  th a t  th e se  c lo thes  be b ro u g h t  down fo r  

a  f i t t ing  on S a tu rday . I had  re m in d e d  h im  that Lynda B i rd  w an ted  to 

co m e  up on S a tu rday , bu t did he th ink  it b e s t .  Y es , he did, fo r  the 

^  c lo th es  w e r e  a t  the White H ouse . So in  the m o rn in g  Lynda B i r d  w ent

^0 down fo r  f i t t in g s ,  and  I jo ined  h e r  abou t 1:00.
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T h e  W hite H ouse w as a sh am b les!  The ru g s  in  the seco n d  f lo o r  

h a l l  w e re  gone a n d  in m y  b ed ro o m  a n d  the d r a p e s  w e re  down - -  e v e r y -

th ing  w as be ing  c lean ed .  M r. W est w as taking advan tage  of o u r  a b se n c e  

- fo r  pa in ting  a n d  putty ing and  window w ash ing  - -  even  putting in b u lle t

p ro o f  g la s s  in  the  b e d ro o m  windows of the P r e s id e n t  - -  a l l  the u s u a l  

V; an d  u n u su a l  th ings of a  w e ll  ru n  h o u seh o ld  when the fa m ily  i s  gone fo r

■ . a  few  days .  '

One of the n ic e s t  th ings th is  m o rn in g  had  b een  to se e  Lynda 

B i r d 's  h e a d  on the pillow . When sh e  w oke up we ta lk ed  about h e r  

^  a r t i c l e  fo r  N ationa l G eo g rap h ic .  She w as  quite p le a s e d  that they  had  •

d e c id e d  to expand  i t .  She h ad  w r i t t e n  r e a m s  of tex t. They  h a d  u se d  

. , a  few s e n te n c e s . Now they  a r e  m ak ing  i t  s e v e r a l  pages  of h e r  tex t.

. With a  shy  s o r t  of p le a s u re ,  she o ffe red  to  show m e  h e r  no tes  

o f  the s u m m e r .  And I r e a d  them  w ith  p r id e  and  in c re a s in g  r e s p e c t  

f o r  h e r  u s e  of language , for h e r  a b i l i ty  to fee l  and  r e a c t  to the v a r i e ty

of e x p e r ie n c e s  - - that he r  t r a i l e r  t r ip  through  the Southw est and  then  the 

N o r th w e s t  h a d  a f fo rd e d  h e r .

The su ite  a t  the h o sp ita l  is  qu ite  a busy  p la c e  - -  D r. B u rk ley ,

D r .  H allenbeck , J im  C ain , W il l i s  H u rs t ,  D r .  Young, a  c o te r i e  of 

N avy d o c to rs  th a t  I  d o n 't  know so w ell .  And J a c k  V alen ti  - -  a lm o s t  ■

' a lw a y s  th e r e .  B i l l  M o y e rs  - -  in  an d  out on p re c is io n  t im ing . ; J a k e  ■ 

J a c o b se n  - -  gen tly  in  the b ack g ro u n d . M arv in , V ick ie , o th e r  s e c r e t a r i e s .
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-Paul and  Ken. M iss  C hapaw ick i in  c h a rg e ,  t o  the h a p p in ess  of 

e v e ry o n e .  I t ' s  a  b u sy  p lace .  It i s  so m e t im e s  a  funny p lace . T h e re  

a r e  jo k e s .  I  h e a r  tha t the p r e s s  h a s  b een  e n s c o n c e d  in the p s y c h ia t r ic  

w ard!  A sking  w hat had  happened  to the people  in the w ard ,  som eone  

r e p l ie d  they  h ad  b een  given p r e s s  c a r d s ! Som ebody e lse  s a id  Lyndon 

on b e ing  r o l l e d  into the o p e ra t in g  room  h ad  a s k e d  the su rg e o n  to u se  

50 s c a lp e ls  so he could  give them aw ay a s  so u v e n irs .

' B u t fo r  the  f i r s t  t im e  the w inds  of f e a r  b lew  th rough  i t  fo r  m e - -

s o m e t im e  in  the a f te r n oon of S a tu rd ay  - -  when e i th e r  J im  o r  W illis  ' 

to ld  m e  tha t  L y n d o n 's  fe v e r  w as 100 .6  - -  not unu su a l they  r e a s s u r e d  

m e .  I  w ent in  to w atch  them d r e s s  h is  wound. Fo r  the f i r s t  t im e  I saw  

it .  It w a s  f e a r s o m e  - -  l ike  b la c k  ch ick en  t ra c k s  a l l  a c r o s s  h is  abdom en .

It m u s t  have  b een  15 in c h e s .  Thank God fo r  the 20 pounds tha t  h e  had  

lo s t .  H is s p i r i t s  w e re  a l l  r ig h t.  He sa id , "Do you re c k o n  D r .  H a llen b eck  

■:,r . le f t  h is  s c i s s o r s  in  th e re  ?"

T hey  w e re  s e a rc h in g  fo r  any  p o ss ib le  cau se  fo r  the f e v e r .  But 

the wound looked  f in e , everybody  a g re e d .  They thought i t  w as  j u s t  a 

n a tu r a l  r e a c t io n  of the body to being  cu t upon.

In the a f te rn o o n  Dean R u sk  c a l le d  and ta lk ed  to m e . He s a id  he 

w as  ju s t  b a c k  f ro m  New Y o rk  and  th a t  he had  ta lked  to e v e r  so m a n y  

envoys a t  the U nited  N ations - - a l l  of them  w ith  w a rm  m e s s a g e s  hoping , 

fo r  the P r e s i d e n t 's  r e c o v e ry ,  f ro m  G rom yko on down he sa id .  G rom yko
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w i s h e d  e s p e c i a l l y  to be  r e m e m b e r e d  to the P r e s i d e n t .

Lynda  B i r d  w en t  out in  the even ing  for  a  d a t ^

H is  f r a t e r n i t y  h a d  r e n t e d  a  b a r g e  on the c a n a l .  She looked  v e r y  gay! 1 O o W a H  Vt f k t »xr

Often  I j u s t  s a t  by  L y n d o n ' s  b e d s id e  - -  s o m e t i m e s  h o ld in g  h i s  

h a n d  a n d  lo o k e d  a t  the  s t a c k  of t e l e g r a m s . .  S u r p r i s i n g  how m a n y  of 

th e m  w e r e  f r o m  s t r a n g e r s .  And I would  r e a d  h im  the  o n es  t h a t  w e r e  

the  m o s t  to uch ing  o r  h u m o r o u s  o r  f r o m  old  f r i e n d s .

S o m e t i m e  d u r in g  the day  L u c i  told m e  though i t  w a s  too soon  

to  judge^she  thought  i t  w a s  qu i te  p o s s ib l e  that  she  m igh t  not m a k e  i t  a s  

a n u r s e .  B « ^ f  s h e  d id n ' t  l ik e  it a f t e r  a  y e a r  o r  so,  she w a s n ' t  go ing  

to k e e p  on. Oddly,  she  k eep s  on m en t io n in g  w i th  p r id e  tha t  h e r  b e s t  

g r a d e  i s  in  E n g l i s h  - - i n  w r i t i n g .  She h a s  a r a r e  gift  of e x p r e s s i o n ,  

a n d  I hope I h a v e  b e e n  s i l e n t  abou t  m y  own op in ion tha t  w ha t  sh e  s h o w s  

a n  a p t i tu d e  f o r  is  e i t h e r  the s tag e  o r  w r i t in g .  F o r  a l l  h e r  s t r a n g e  a n d  

c h a r m i n g  m a t u r i t y  she  h a s  a  c o m p le te  in to l e r a n c e  f o r  a d v i c e  f r o m  

p a r e n t s .

Lyndon  w as  r e a d y  to go to s l e e p  o r  to t r y  w e l l  b e f o r e  10:00.

And so  I w en t  in to w a tch  "G u n sm o k e " .




