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My second hospitai day. e

R 4 slept.nntil abont 930 —":- the bdeepe‘ét,"-m.OSt 'refreéhing slee-p‘.
I must nave slie'p.t 10 or 11 honr‘s]like a thlrsty rnan 1n the de_s'erb’t 'w}ro' |
finds: a‘spring.
And then when I vrentjinto Lyndon's ‘.'roor:n,‘ : .h‘e-'wa’s, in fresh
pajarna; and he wa.spmk and brown His, éojio.r {n’a"é so”good 'in,‘.
, comoarlson W1th yesterda;y v; éray; “ er sa1d he vlooks llite he é o

On Monday m New York for the v151t of the Pope knowmg full

well what faced h1m he had taken a couple of hours off in the mornmg

to. order over a whole rack of clothes by two de51gners for young :

“people, Wa.ntmg to buy thmgs for Lynda and LuC1 - p0591b1y somie e

* for me DOnald Brooks andk}jévffrey Beene had sent over an assortmentand o

with great pleasure and mu_ch modeling Lyndo_n had cl_msen a half dozen

or more dresses for Lynda, several for Luci. And Luci walkedﬂin with

- _ her' eyes all stars.and emerged with an e\}ening enSemble that had been

meant for me. He had asked that these 'clothe.s be brought down .fo.r
a fitting on Saturday.' I had remlnded h1m that Lynda Bird wanted to

come up on Saturday, but did he think it best. Yes, he d1d for the

vfclolthebs were at 'the' White House. So in the"mornmg Lynda B1rd Went

down for fittings, and I joined her about 1:00.




. a fé{;;,_"déys.'

;T'-f‘"‘..Blrd's head on the Plllow. W-h'en §}‘;_e;,f\'yoke“}.§.p.ﬁwe" ,ta'.lked'a'bout her .-

artmle for Natlonal Geographlc. She was quite pieased that they h'a”d: o

.;:.:’-; always‘“:th"’e_re. Bill Moyer,s —- in:'e;rid‘out:ohf pre.cisioh_ti_rnting‘.{l‘}fJake"-?‘:;;',;j
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. The Whi.té House Wae a shern_lales. ; ‘T‘he rugs m the secohd ﬂ.o:or' |
hall We‘r'e gor‘xe’-and»in msr bedroom.;'a.rtd_, the.drape s."w‘_ere' tloﬁvn -- e._v'ery-:"
-thihg .v}/:a.'s being clee._ned. Mr." tWest. was te‘kivng adrahteée" of otxr abseh‘ce
for pa..i.nting“.an(i §utt§ihg‘aiod windo‘w.w‘avsh'ih:g ;- even pAu.tting.'.in'bul_let S
: p‘r_oo”f:’glas.s in 'the ‘bedroorhvvry‘ihg’io“.r_s‘ of the President -- all the rlsual

and unusual things of a well run household when the family i3 gone for

‘One of the mcest thmgs thxs mornmg had been to see Lynda

r*\‘\

ot

- dec1ded to expa.nd 1t ‘She had wntten ream's of te'xt. They had used A B 1 :

L. few §entences Now they are makmg 1t severa.l pages of her text

‘ W1th a éhy‘ sort of 'pleasure, she offered to show me her notes :

o of the summer. And I read them w1th pr1de a.nd 1ncreas1ng respect R

for her use of langha.ge, for her ab111ty tc feel and re’e.ct to the 'va.rxeq.r
of experlences - her’ trailer tr1p through the >Southwest e.nd then the
.' North-\;vest )zf a.fforded her. | |
The sulte a.t the hosp1ta1 is qu1te a busy olace -- Dr. Burkley;
-lDr. Hallenbeck J1m Caln, W’1111s Hurst, Dr. Young, a coterie of

Navy doctors'thatll don't know so well. ~ And Jack Valenti -- almost S

~ Jacobsen -- gently in the background. Marvin, Vickie, other secretaries.
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.Paul and Ken. MlSS Chapawmki in charge wrf(he happiness of

,eve_ryone.v it's a- busy place. It'1s sometimes a funny place.. There
'are.j:okes. I hear that the press has been ensconnced in the psychiatric
’ Ward Asklng what had happened to the people in ‘the ward someone

repll-ed they had been glven press cards. Somebody else sald*Lyndo_n L

S 'fo'n' Béﬁi‘n‘gj’r'olled into the operating roo'rn' had asked the surgeon’to use -

":’.50 scalpels 80 he could glve them away as souvemrs._.'._:. '}

v n-.4<

But for the first time the wmds of fear blew through it for me --

""b'som‘et:t'm‘_ejin the’a:ft’ern‘oon of Saturday"--‘whe‘n‘ either"‘ Jim oF Willis T . S o

w/ v'told me that Lyndon s fever was 100 6 -~ not unusual they reassured

' m I went in to watch them dress hlS wound:l'or the f1rst t1me I saw

K “ Itﬂvsras fearsome ‘—'— llke black chickenv tracks all a.cross hlS abdomen.___-‘l o
It must haire _been 15 inches Thank God for the 20 pounds that he ha.d .
lost." His _spirits We_re all rlght. ,He said, “Do you reckon Dr. Hallenbe‘ck ,' o
: left his_scissors in-there 7 “ | |
v '4I.‘hey‘v'vere searChing‘f.Or an-)r possible cause. f,or.‘the tever But
vb the .wound looked flne) everybody agreed They thought it was _]ustba
- ~._' natural reaction of the body to bemg cut upon.
" In the afternoon Dean Rusk called and talked to‘me. He VSaid heb
— i was vju'st hack,f_rom New York and that h'e-_ha'd talked to ever SO many _'

@ 0 envoys 3""?:”.15 Uniféd‘ Nationskf-:— all of them with warm 'me's"sages_ hoping. - ¢

‘ .. for the President‘:gh,reco_very,' from Gromyko on down he said. Gromka_.-_,
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wished especially to be remembered to the President.
Lynda Bird went out in the evening for a dat”

His fraternity had rented a barge on the canal. She looked wevy gay

Often I just sat by Lyndon's bedside -- sometimes holding his
hand and looked at the stack of telegrams.. Surprising how many of
them were from strangers. And I would read him the ones that were
the most touching or humorous or from old friends.

Sometime during the day Luci told me though it was too soon
to judge”she thought it was quite possible that she might not make it as
a nurse. B «”"f she didn't like it after a year or so, she wasn't going
to keep on. Oddly, she keeps on mentioning with pride that her best
grade is in English --in writing. She has a rare gift of expression,
and I hope I have been silent about my own opinion that what she shows
an aptitude for is either the stage or writing. For all her strange and
charming maturity she has a complete intolerance for advice from
parents.

Lyndon was ready to go to sleep or to try well before 10:00.

And so I went in to watch "Gunsmoke".





