
It w as  a  b u sy  day  a t  the h o sp ita l .  In the m o rn in g ,  H u b e r t  

v is i te d  Lyndon a n d  I w en t down to the d e n t i s t 's  office fo r  a  s e r i e s  of 

p r o t r a c t e d  two o r  m o re  h o u r  s e s s io n s .  If som e fu tu re  c iv i l iz a t io n  

3, 000 y e a r s  f ro m  now digs m e  up a s  a  m u m m y  they  w ill  c e r ta in ly  

find  a  r e c o r d  of the l a t e s t  in  dent is t ry  c i r c a  1965.  

B y  e v e ry  b a r o m e te r  Lyndon s e e m s  to be p r o g re s s in g  so w e ll .

. B ut now m y  ch ie f  f e a r  i s  tha t he  w ill  r e tu r n  too soon to too m u c h  w o rk .  

T h e re  a r e  no r a b b i ts  in  the ha t,  he  i s  no su p e rm a n .  I know how m u ch  

of  h is  s u c c e s s  is  m ad e  up of 2:00 a.m. n igh ts , of dogged d e te rm in a tio n , an d  -
O  ' .  , - . . T ; . , .  ■■ . ^  . ■ . _ ,  ^ . . , V ' : . '

of ju s t  ca l l in g  for th f ro m  h im s e l f  and f ro m  ev ery o n e  a ro u n d  h im  the 

l a s t  ounce of s tr e n g th .  And I d o n 't  w an t h im  to beg in  tha t ag a in  ^ ^ ^

o n s h e e r  n e rv e .   I n  w eeks  we can  b u ild  up a back log  of s t r e n g th

an d  su n sh in e  an d  long h o u r s .  But ev ery th ing  w as  going so  sm o o th ly  

I thought I cou ld  take  off fo r  two im p o r ta n t  d es tin a t io n s  - -  the b eau ty  

p a r lo r  an d  D r . T u rc h in .  The f i r s t  s top  - -  the White H ouse sw im m in g  

pool fo r  30 q u ick  la p s  w ith  B e s s  and  A sh ton  w alk ing  up an d  down b es id e  

m e  a sk in g  fo r  d e c is io n s  o r  en g ag em en ts  - -  a l l  r e g r e t t e d  - -  sp e c ia l  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  and  office p ro b le m s .

The W hite H ouse w il l  be in tu rm o i l  fo r  a t  l e a s t  a n o th e r  w eek .

P e n n sy lv a n ia  Avenue i s  s c a r r e d  w ith  t re n c h e s  abou t 6 f e e t  

d eep  holding huge c a b le s .  The d r iv e w a y s  a r e  b e ing  paved, a n d  the 

a i r  r e e k s  w ith  the s m e l l  of hot a s p h a l t  m ix . The new tu r f  is  be ing  

pu t down in  the R ose  G arden .
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I  r e tu r n e d  ou t the G eorge  W ashington  P a rk w a y  w hich is  

a b so lu te ly  g lo r io u s  - -  the dogwoods a  r io t  of r e d  and  h e r e  and  th e re  

a  m a p le  tu rn in g ,  g re e n  on one s ide  and  a f lam e  w ith  gold and  c r im s o n  

on the o th e r .  The v i s ta s  of the r i v e r  below  and  the c i ty  in  the d is ta n c e  

an d  the b rea th tak ing , fa l l  c o lo r in g  w ould l if t  the s p i r i t s  of the m o s t  

V ;.. '- -  t ro u b le d . - ,  ^

A ny C o n g re s s m a n  in  doubt of w h e th e r  he w as  spending  the 

U. S. t a x p a y e r ' s m o n ey  w ise ly  a f te r  a l l  on th is  Highway Im p ro v e m e n t  

B i l l  ought to t a k e  tha t  r id e  f ro m  Mt. V ern o n  on p a s t  the c i ty  and  a lm o s t  

3  out to G re a t  F a l l s .  T he highw ay now goes to w ith in  fo u r  m i le s  of

. G r e a t  F a l l s .  ''/C-v..

' I  r e tu r n e d  to find  C la r k  C lif fo rd  in the room  w ith  Lyndon. -  T hey

w e re  d is c u s s in g  U nited  S ta te s  Aid to fo re ig n  c o u n tr ie s  and  the U nited  

N a tio n s ,  Lyndon sa id ,  " I  would lik e  to te l l  G oldberg  we have got a  

b i l l io n  d o l la r s  in  ch ips  in your p ile  and  don 't  you put them  in  u n t i l  

 you can  w in the hand. "

H is  h e a r t  m a k e s  h im  w ant to u se  the affluence  of th is  co u n try  

fo r  the  h u n g ry  and fo r  the d ise a se d ,  but he is  getting in c re a s in g ly  

c o n c e rn e d  tha t w hat we send m ay  be w a s te d  o r  m isu se d ,  a n d  that 

c o u n tr ie s  take  i t  fo r  g ra n te d .  He b e l ie v e s  th a t  G oldberg  i s  a  .

. co m b in a tio n  of w a rm  h u m a n i ta r ia n  and  sh rew d  t r a d e r  who can  m ak e  

a id  m o re  e ffec tive  a s  a  tool. He is  being  v e ry  helpfu l to h im . And 

;  ̂ I  fee l  c lo s e r  to h im  a s  the m on th s  p a s s.  , . - :
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Of h is  own fee lin g s  he sa id ,  " I  am  ju s t  like  a  dog on a  p o i n t . " 

He h a s  not s le p t  e n o u g h .   I w ish  I cou ld  have given h im  tha t fee l in g  of 

e u p h o r ic  r e la x a t io n  I had  fo r  about a  day o r  two a f t e r  h is  o p e ra t io n  

w as  f in ish e d .

, Som eone c a m e  in  and  handed h im  a s lip .  He sa id , " Y e s " ..

And in  a  m o m e n t  S arg  S h r iv e r  w alked  in explaining that he h e a r d  

L yndon w as  h av ing  v i s i t o r s  and  w as  out h e r e  so he w an ted  to d ro p  

in  if  he  could .

. I  ta lk e d  w ith  S a rg  about getting  D r. O tis  S in g le ta ry  to put 

' w  c o u r s e s  of g a rd en in g  and  la n d sc a p e  a r c h i t e c tu r e  and  p a rk  m a in te n a n c e

in to  a l l  of the Job C o rp s  c a m p s .  They  do have one a t  C am p G ary .

B u t a l l  of the h ighw ay and  p a rk  people  I m e e t  ta lk  about how h a r d  i t  

i s  to ge t w o r k e r s .  And th is  looks like  a  r e la t iv e ly  low sk i l l  that cou ld  

b e  taught in  a  few m on ths  and  a b s o rb  m an y  of the youthful u n e m p lo y e d .  

W ith an  h o u r  long v i s i t  with D ean R u sk  who b rough t good w ish e s  

f ro m  th e l e a d e r s  of the Soviet Union to g e th e r  w ith  the b r in g in g  up  to 

d a te  on a  n u m b e r  of m a t t e r s ,  i t  h ad  b een  a long day  fo r  Lyndon.


