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Dr Hurs"tvlevft at 7:00 _in'the morning. Knowing he was gone -

.' was ﬁk‘e" 'hav'ing a:warmth go out of the. hospital. | | |
1 .v‘vasvup early, but not in time to say goodbre I had breakfast
- wlth-Idyndon about 8 00 -- tea and mellon balls for hlm. v Just as _‘ten'
years,ago»zn thls same place, he is dogged and determmed to 'get his '_ _"jf' @i

Welghtdown

And then 'a"‘lo.ng' sesSion wﬁth the dentist And then tr1ps through ; N :

the wards carrymg Lyndon s flowers The f1rst ones went to the veterans ' ‘ 4

o from V1et 'Nam~-— about 13 or 14 in the hosprtal And then the chlldren 8 - ’ R

: L 2 . _
‘W) . -_ward And then I sent them to the Protestant Chapel and the Cathohc .

e Chapel And_then thlS mornmg toseveral surg1c:a1 wards -- 1ntroducing -

my'self and shakmg hands and brmgmg the Premdent's good w1shes

And then back for an hour of s1tt1ng by Lyndon s bed wr1t1ng
a note on the back of the engraved cards to close frlends._' And lunch |
with LYndon and-Blll and Marvin.and Jake 'and Vickie- in‘the .handsomeu
conferenc‘e room w1th Pre51dent Ersenhower 's flowers ;— yellow murns -
" ‘still beautlful in the m1ddle of the table.’ B |
.It ‘was a beautlful day -- gold and bl‘ue' October -And a l.itt'len'_‘?'
- after 2: 00 I drove down the George Washlngton Memorial Parkway to

% the Whlte House. S

I had made an appomtme nt to ha.ve tea w1th Adelyn Breeskm to

. talk about the Mary Cassatt pamtmg It w:_as‘_ too be.ap,t_rful to _stay »vmsl__de..,




7N

- moment and do the most outland1sh th1ng And in the background

. may not be for sale.” We shall pursue it. Itis my fayorite too.

. But I think I could settle for the mother and two children if we are
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So we na'd our spioed tea in the‘--Jacqueline Kennedy Garden. We lv‘ve.nt_
»o;.re_r the i'th..ree traneoarences of the Cassatt_ naintings and g‘ot her :
eyalna;ion ‘of. all,of them : She orefers.the one that has the nathef
Frenoh.iin pressmmst look -- thenurse ‘i'nai.d eitting on the pa.rk . e
oencn vna.th the llttle gdrl in- red on Ih.e.r lap. ~The 11ttle glrl has the A : ‘;':;1-. :

-_‘look of a pr1m1t1ve somewhat almost st1ck hke, with stralght blond

&

hai r;.;ibut a so'i:t_,of»ajpixie look 11ke she mlaht'bounce ,down 'any, SRR

'. :)3. C

a red and pmk and wh1te ﬂower A rather off beat, thoroughly -

| charming Mar.y Ca_ssatt But 1t is pr1vate1y owned and it may or .

not ableto get .it;

| _‘ And _then I had a sessdonr w1th V‘Liz and Be.ssiand A ehton 'signing |
mail in_-tne,:'dressing~r9_0m. -- ihe onlly- 1ivable 'room left, And then -
down .to bowl with L1z and Ashton -- twoy games of i18 ;- and only |
| time %or half of a. thlrd garne - 5 frames w1th a prormsmg 80

Gy dilonn Tl

A-esele-z:.ate-d—wnh success I returned to the hosp1ta.1 Just before .

‘ dark through the magnlﬁcent pa.rade of crimson and russet and gold

ie tly by Lyndon‘

E walked into ‘the room ‘to find Abe s;

bedside‘ in a somber at) ere. ‘I asked if they w0u1d like me _ B 4_




)
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the State Department who work wi

~has, g°t to be dealt with 'nd the SPeech wntten. I've got 18 Task Forces

“ vwould be,; .o glve a bad demsxon.

. to
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: ""No, you might as well come in _anc'i, listen to this.' | S S k,v 1o b

5 He_'wae seeking Abe's advice on how he could es'cap from ‘a\ R B

the Buprdens of the presidency for the next indefinite pe {fod. In

explaihing his fepeling's' he said, "I have to decide &sterda whether: ‘

-the varlous conntnes) "and ':they"f

1

may be‘r1ght he sa1d The budget has g'ot to be ‘rna'de. _. Two weeks"AV

frorn now the flrst‘requests come,in The whole State of the Unlon '

worklng And I don‘ want to see one more plece of paper’ no

That summ/d up the whole sub_]ect -- not one more p1ece of

paper, not one more problem. - He sa1d he dldn't feel l1ke makmg a

-

smgle dems'on r1ght now and to be requlred to say what should be done

‘ B g w/v_a Lo .
"I want to go to the Ranch; I don t.want, I-Iubert to be—eve-n able

ll me. They may demand that Ifresig'n. 'I‘hey may even want to

péaCh me. " PR




“an hour but for days, for weeks.“ But then he could escal} from . -

o accordmg to hls arrangements w1th the V1ce P/x;:emdent he wa.s askmg '

: h1m Lo take over. the duties of- the premdencyféor an 1ndef1n1te penod
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- He v;ras like a man on ‘whom an avalanche, had suddenly' fallen/.

'It was a trapbed.feeling. For Abe and ,Ifwho watched h1m, an a some

not for G ) R

feeling. Not entirely new ,for me. Ihad seen it in 1955 B

. belng MaJOnty Leader, from the dutles of the Senate. ,{was much .;'

\"«

&

: _ yd
of tlme so that he could recover‘from fai/:/i’gue.

o

VA

4
I4

" "Mostly we sat in an atfrno.sph)e/r/e/ of nnmbed eiience Awi'th Abe

RO offenng qulet legal-observations ofn the alternatwes, the way of domg

it. But then someone/came 1n/a«4f1 sa1d d1nner was ready, and we wen.t
1nto the conference room -;/‘Ehe three of us -- and had dlnner W1th

» Ma.r1e, and Luci and Pat/came 1n, and we urged them to eat with'.

 us. ~And they-vlightene"d the mood." Lynd'on‘wa_s real sweet to them

both in a-sort of a/far off distant fashion.

: Then th€ three of us went hack_te his 'roo'm; and Abe' began‘to -
write ont”i long ha.nd what Lyndon had 'asked 'hitn to -; "‘I;yn.'don spea;king ‘
at randgm gave us a éiimpee ef' “the.most iDainfuli thing. O'n‘ his mind.

" He alked of the young Corpsman who toolt care of h1'm at. n1lghl:‘ ﬂe

said &e has the flnest body you ever saw.. I—Ie s Just 20 He s had a
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year of college. Itis so sad. 'He may be going to Viet-Nam in a, ew P
weeks. 'And then, look at Pat --'isn't he the nicest boy. s going . e
| e | PR - L (D
into the Air Force Reserves. But you don't know w e he will be - %M, e
o . : ' ' . ' ; - ' N ’ R - """“‘"‘*‘
O . . I/. ; . .
in a few months. - | ir"-enm_l }
Marle typed the paper for ‘Abe. He{ a 11tt1e concerned that it 'j:,_,._‘___
G . esy
should be seen by anbody s eyes I t9) h1m never to worry about S »
Mar1e. And after Lyndon read 74& sa1d "Here, y0u had better . o
: ‘. keep both of these cop1es I _'n 't want anybody to know about them. n’
_So here 1s the blac,lé beast of depressmn back in our 11ves. | , '

o e Fr1day, Saturday, Su ' ay, AMonday had gone so strai'ght in an upward '

AR e s e e o Sk Rt P et 1<
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graph Tuesday V d been qu1et, and perhaps I should have suspected ) S
B 'but I d1d not /{t}nnk it qulte essent1a1 that he have days, maybe weeks, R

of rest. Butl also feel absolutely p0551t1ve that after a few weeks oo

© he wjdl be needing activity to feed on, But how to buy a little tlme ’

‘of quiet when you are President of the Uni_ted States.l :




