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D r .  H u r s t  l e f t  a t  7 :00  in  the m o rn in g .  K nowing he  w a s  gone  

w a s  l ik e  h a v in g  a  w a r m t h  go o u t o f  the  h o s p i ta l .

I  w a s  up  e a r ly ,  bu t not in  t im e  to s a y  goodbye. I  h a d  b r e a k f a s t  

w i t h  Lyndon  a b o u t  8:00 - -  te a  a n d  m e l o n  b a l l s  f o r  h im .  J u s t  a s  ten  

y e a r s  a g o  in  th is  s a m e  p la c e ,  h e  i s  d o gged  and  d e t e r m i n e d  to g e t  h i s  

w e i g h t  d ow n .

; . ; ^And th e n  a long  s e s s i o n  w i th  the  d e n t i s t .  And th en  t r i p s  th ro u g h  

the  w a r d s  c a r r y i n g  L y n d o n 's  f lo w e r s .  T he  f i r s t  o n es  w en t to  th e  v e t e r a n s  

f r o m  V ie t - N a m  - -  a b o u t 13 o r  l 4  in  th e  h o s p i ta l .  And then  t h e  c h i l d r e n 's

w a r d .  A nd  th e n  I  s e n t  th em  to th e  P r o t e s t a n t  C h ap e l  a n d  the  C a th o l ic  

C h a p e l .  A nd th e n  th is  m o r n in g  to s e v e r a l  s u r g i c a l  w a r d s  - -  in t r o d u c in g  

m y s e l f  a n d  sh ak in g  h a n d s  a n d  b r in g in g  the P r e s i d e n t ' s  good w is h e s .

: A n d  th e n  b a c k  f o r  a n  h o u r  of s i t t in g  b y  L y n d o n 's  b e d ,  w r i t i n g  

a  n o te  on the  b a c k  of the e n g r a v e d  c a r d s  to  c lo s e  f r i e n d s .  A nd lu n c h  

w i th  L y n d o n  a n d  B i l l  a n d  M a r v in  a n d  J a k e  a n d  V ick ie  in  the  h a n d s o m e  

c o n f e r e n c e  ro o m  w ith  P r e s i d e n t  E i s e n h o w e r 's  f lo w e r s  - -  y e l lo w  m u m s  - -  

s t i l l  b e a u t i f u l  in  the  m id d le  of the  ta b le .

I t  w a s  a  b e a u t i fu l  d a y  - -  go ld  a n d  b lu e  O c to b e r .  A nd a  l i t t l e  

a f t e r  2 :00  I d ro v e  dow n the G e o rg e  W ash in g to n  M e m o r ia l  P a r k w a y  to 

the  W hite  H o u se .

I  h a d  m a d e  a n  a p p o in tm e n t  to  h a v e  te a  w ith  A d e ly n  B r e e s k i n  to  ■

ta lk  a b o u t  the  M a r y  C a s s a t t  p a in t in g .  I t  w a s  too b e a u t i fu l  to s ta y  in s id e .
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So w e h a d  o u r  s p ic e d  te a  in  the  J a c q u e l in e  K ennedy  G a rd e n .  We w e n t  

o v e r  th e  t h r e e  t r a n s p a r e n c e s  of the  C a s s a t t  p a in t in g s  a n d  got h e r  

e v a lu a t io n  of a l l  of th e m . She p r e f e r s  the one th a t  h a s  the  r a t h e r  

F r e n c h  i m p r e s s i o n i s t  lo o k  - -  the  n u r s e  m a id  s i t t in g  on  th e  p a r k  

b e n c h  w i th  the  l i t t l e  g i r l  in  r e d  on h e r  la p .  The l i t t l e  g i r l  h a s  the  

lo o k  of a  p r i m i t i v e  so m e w h a t ,  a l m o s t  s t i c k  l ik e ,  w ith  s t r a i g h t  b lo n d  ' 

h a i r ,  b u t  a  s o r t  of a  p ix ie  lo o k  l ik e  sh e  m ig h t  b o u n c e  dow n any  

m o m e n t  a n d  do the  m o s t  o u t la n d is h  th ing . And in  the  b a c k g r o u n d  

a  r e d  a n d  p in k  a n d  w h i te  f lo w e r .^  A r a t h e r  of f - b e a t ,  th o ro u g h ly  

c h a r m in g  M a r y  C a s s a t t .  B u t i t  is  p r i v a t e l y  owned a n d  i t  m a y  o r  

m a y  no t b e  f o r  s a l e .  We s h a l l  p u r s u e  i t .  I t  is  m y  f a v o r i t e  too.

B u t I  th in k  I co u ld  s e t t l e  f o r  the m o th e r  an d  two c h i ld r e n  i f  w e  a r e  

no t a b le  to  ge t i t .

A nd th e n  I h a d  a  s e s s i o n  w ith  L iz  a n d  B e s s  a n d  A sh to n  s ig n in g  

m a i l  in  t h e  d r e s s i n g  r o om. - -  the  on ly  l iv a b le  ro o m  le f t .  A nd th e n  • 

dow n to b o w l w i th  L iz  a n d  A sh to n  - -  two g a m e s  of 118 — a n d  on ly  

t im e  f o r  h a l f  of a  t h i r d  g a m e  - -  5 f r a m e s  w ith  a  p r o m is in g  80.

 w ith  s u c c e s s  I  r e t u r n e d  to the  h o s p i t a l  j u s t  b e f o r e

d a r k  th ro u g h  th e  m a g n i f i c e n t  p a r a d e  of c r i m s o n  a n d  r u s s e t  a n d  gold.

I  w a lk e d  in to  the  ro o m  t o  f ind  Abe s i t t i n g  q u i e t l y  b y  L y n d o n 's  

b e d s id e  in  a  so m b e r  a tm o s p h e r e .   I  a sk e d  if th e y  w ou ld  l ik e  m e  ^  ■

to w a i t  i f  t h e y  w e r e  d i s c u s s in g  so m e  b u s in e s s ,  a n d  L yndon  said, 
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"N o , you  m ig h t  a s  w e l l  c o m e  in a n d  l i s t e n  to t h i s . "  ̂ ^  "

H e w a s  s e e k in g  A b e 's  a d v ic e  on how  he co u ld  e s c a p e  f r o m  

th e  b u r d e n s  of the  p r e s id e n c y  fo r  the  n ex t  in d e f in i te  per i od.  In  y

■e x p la in in g  h i s  f e e l in g s  h e  s a id ,  " I  h a v e  to d e c id e  y e s t e r d a y  w h e th e r  •

L a t in  A m e r i c a  - -  a l l  th e  c o u n t r i e s  - -  g e t  X m i n i o n  d o l l a r s " (I n e v e r  - ' "

c a n  r e m e m b e r  the  a m o u n ts )  " T h e  d o l l a r  i s  f a l l in g  in to  the  c om m u n i s t  

l i n e  - -  i t  i s  go ing  to  b e  a  f a i t  a c c o m p l i  in two o r  th r e e  w e e k s .   E v e r y b o d y

V : -
in  tow n  w a n ts  to  g e t  e v e r y th in g  to  e v e r y b o d y ."  (He m e a n s  the  p e o p le  in  

the  S ta te  D e p a r t m e n t  w ho w o r k  with  the v a r io u s  c o u n t r i e s )  " a n d  th e y  

m a y  b e  r i g h t " h e  s a id .   "T h e  b u dge t  h a s  got to be  m a d e .  Tw o w e e k s  

f r o m  now the  f i r s t  r e q u e s t s  c o m e  in .  T he  w h o le  S ta te  of the U n ion  

h a s  g o t  to  be  d e a l t  w i th  a n d th e  s p e e c h  w r i t t e n .   I 'v e  go t 18 T a s k  F o r c e s  

w o rk in g .   A nd  I  d o n ’t  w a n t  to  s e e  one m o r e  p ie c e  of p a p e r . "

■ T h a t  s u m m e d up the w h o le  s u b je c t  - -  n o t  one m o r e  p i e c e  of 

p a p e r ,  n o t  o n e  m o r e  p r o b le m .   H e s a id  he  d id n ' t  f e e l  l ik e  m a k in g  a  

s in g le  dec is i o n r i g h t  now a n d  to be r e q u i r e d  to s a y  w h a t  sh o u ld  be  done  

w o u ld  b e  to g ive a  b a d  d e c i s io n .

' " I  w a n t  to go to  the  R an c h .   I  d o n ' t  want even H u b e r t  to b e  ev e n a b le  

to  c a l l  m e .   T h e y  m a y  d e m a n d  th a t  I  r e s ig n .   T h e y  m a y  e v en  w a n t  to 

imp e a c h  m e . "
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H e w a s  l ik e  a  m a n  on w hom  a n  a v a la n c h e  h a d  su d d e n ly  f a l l e n.

' ■ /It  w a s  a  t r a p p e d  f e e l in g .   F o r  A be a n d  me who w a tc h e d  h im ,  a n  a w e s o m e

f e e l in g .   N ot e n t i r e l y  new  fo r  m e .   I  h a d  s e e n  i t  in  1955.  Bu t  n o t  f o r

a n  h o u r  b u t  f o r  d a y s ,  fo r  w e e k s .   B u t  th en  h e  c o u ld  e s c a p e  f r o m  > ] - 

b e in g  M a jo r i ty  L e a d e r ,  f r o m  the  d u t ie s  of the S e n a te .  I t w a s  m u c h

m o r e  a  p e r s o n a l  d e c i s io n  a n d  no t a  n a t io n a l  one  o r  e v en  g lo b a l .   He 

w a n te d  A be  to w r i t e  o u t  in  the b e s t  p la n n e d  m a n n e r  a  s t a t e m e n t  th a t  

 a c c o r d in g  to h i s  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w ith  the  V ice  P r e s i d e n t  he  w a s  a s k in g

h im  to  ta k e  ov e r ,  the  d u t i e s  of th e  p r e s id e n c y  f o r  an in d e f in i te  p e r io d
 .

o f  t im e  so  tha t  he  co u ld  r e c o v e r  f r o m  fa t ig u e .

 M o s t ly  w e s a t  in  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  of n u m b e d  s i l e n c e  w i th  A be

o f f e r in g  q u ie t  l e g a l  o b s e r v a t io n s  on the  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  the w a y  of do ing

it .  B u t th e n  s o m e o n e  c a m e in  an d s a id  d in n e r  w a s  r e a d y ,  a n d  w e  w e n t

in to  the  c o n f e r e n c e  ro o m  - -  t he  t h r e e  o f  u s  - -  a n d  h a d  d in n e r  w i th  

M a r i e ,  a n d  L u c i  an d  P a t  c a m e  in , a n d  w e u r g e d  th e m  to e a t  w ith  

u s .   A nd th e y  l ig h te n e d  the m o o d .  L yndon  w a s  r e a l  s w e e t  to  th e m  

b o th , in  a  s o r t  o f a  f a r  off d i s t a n t  f a s h io n .

T h e n  the t h r e e  of u s  w e n t  b a c k  to h i s  ro o m ,  a n d  A be b e g a n  to 

w r i t e  ou t i n  lo n g  h an d  w h a t L y n d o n  h ad  a s k e d  h im  to - -  L y n d o n  s p e a k ing 

a t  r a n d o m  gave u s  a  g l im p s e  of the  m o s t  p a in fu l  th in g  on h i s  m in d .    

He t a lk e d  of th e  young  C o r p s m a n  w ho to o k  c a r e  of h im  a t n ig h t .  H e  - 

s a id  "He h a s  the  f i n e s t  body  you  e v e r  saw .  H e 's  ju s t  20.  H e 's  h ad  a

mam
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y e a r  o f  c o l le g e .   I t  i s  so  sad .   H e m a y  be going to V ie t -N a m  in  a few 
 

w e e k s . "  A nd then , lo o k  a t  P a t  - -  "i s n ' t  h e  the  n i c e s t  boy .  H e ' s  go ing

in to  the  A i r  F o r c e  R e s e r v e s .   B u t  you d o n 't  know w here 

in  a  few  m o n th s ."

he w i l l  b e
I

M a r ie  ty p e d  th e  p a p e r  f o r  A be.  H e ,  a  l i t t l e  c o n c e r n e d  th a t  i t  r

s h o u ld  be  s e e n  b y  a n b o d y 's  e y e s .   I t o ld  h im  n e v e r  to  w o r r y  a b o u t  

M a r i e .   A nd a f t e r  L y n d o n  r e a d  i t .  he  s a i d ,  " H e r e ,  you  h a d  b e t t e r  

k e e p  b o th  of th e s e  c o p ie s ,  I  d o n ' t  w a n t  any b o d y  to know a b o u t  th e m ."  

  S o   h e r e  i s  the  b l a c k  b e a s t  of d e p r e s s i o n  b a c k  in  o u r  l iv e s .

F r i d a y ,  S a tu rd a y ,  Sun d a y ,  M onday  h a d  gone so  s t r a i g h t  in  a n  u p w a r d  

g r a p h .  T u e s d a y  h a d  b e e n  q u ie t ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  I  sh o u ld  h av e  s u s p e c t e d  

b u t  I  d id  n o t .   I  th ink  i t  q u i te  e s s e n t i a l  th a t  he  h av e  d a y s ,  m a y b e  w e e k s ,  

of r e s t .  B u t I  a l s o  f e e l  a b s o lu t e ly  p o s i t i v e  th a t  a f t e r  a  few  w e e k s  

h e  wi l l  be  n e e d in g  a c t i v i t y  to f e e d  on.  B ut how  to bu y  a  l i t t l e  t im e

of q u ie t  w hen  you a r e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  the U n ited  S t a t e s ?  

m i


