pe—rey

B ““'1s gainmg his strength more slowly than anyone thought and is weaker

than anyone thought he Would be at th1s pomt "

' _wearm'es's t_ha_t‘was{n_'_o_,t _e'v1dent_until the operation‘ v--'all"cornpletely- L

I got no response. 'And then we began to ask if there weren't a s_olarium -
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- It was a relatively quiet day. And because of last“night,k Ifelt

like walking on egg shells. Lyndon ha.d slept only 1nterm1ttent1y

. We had break.fast a 11tt1e after 9 00 in his room. And then about '

1 l:QO he Ic_lroppe'd‘off to sleep whilen'i[ satand wrote'endles‘s notes.

: .bBill's briefi'n‘g said*;,er“y foxthrightly that "President Johnson

e

I thmk the pace of the last 20 months have accumulated

true and very wise to say. He went on to reiterate that the doctors = -
f:'*_\\continu'e.to be. pleased with his recovery and satisfied with the = . I el *
progress. . They find nothing out of the ordinary. .. s T S s

Itiwas_‘ President Eisenho;ver's bii;thtiay, andI 'rei:nembered_ :
that Lyntion had saicl, | l'l must .be sure. to_'send a telegram.. [t Sb I | ‘
wrote ‘on.e, out and yvas delighted Wheanyndon said, ""Fine; send it -- / |
<add‘inglon.'e: vsenten‘cve:::-; l'you_were expressing ‘_sentir‘nents 1 gi'eatly;

adr‘nir'eti”. on television last n‘ight.”. |
'""‘__.Iifaeel solgood__ urhen 1 can ‘to. something to hellp.hi‘nfi . He is "1 -.
Surrounded' by people who do. |

We lunched a llttle after 2: 00 == Jlm and Jake and Lynda. and

Marle. And then the day was so beautlful I said ”Let's ’go for‘a,ride_.-.'r" i
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'long hosp;tal corr1dors with Rufus and Marie to a small quiet, sunny .
. ..r.ooxn"looking out over'the for'e'st and'countrys.ide into about 78 degree -

: g'bright"s.un‘s'h'ine And there we stayed for 2 hours --1 w1th my lap

ifull of notes, Lyndon 1n the yellow pa_) amas Mur1el had glven h1m,. '

and the gray robe the press had sent h1m.v_t'_.:

w1th.Lyndon B111 Moyers sa.1d “Do you thmk 1t would be all rlght 1f ) o
we let the press com e up and JU.St take a p1cture and no questlons '?

;;Ma.ybe they m1ght let you alone for the weekend "

L hugged h1m and went through a series of ant1cs and dehghted everybody
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a roof --a place where we could go. There was. So off we put

' Lyndon was walklng w1th a wheelchalr followlng down a couple of

I was pleased when Lyndon sald yes » ; “ ‘ R

Courtney, black curls, br1ght eyes, p1x1e sm1le, was full o£

talk about “I love you Prez”, and "Where s. H1m", and hfted Lyndon s

sp1r1t§ by her sheer__]oy in lrfe. -

" Suddenly theére burst upon us_ about 100 members of the press .

~all getting in front of each other vying for positions. Iwas relieved

to see there were about. three wornen with them, They snapped picture ‘

after p1cture wh11e Courney obl1g1ngly k1ssed Lyndon on the cheek and

Sun is. h1s natural benefactor, and Lyndon looked reassurlngly
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S and Pat‘ sat’ tn With ns thongh they didn'f; ’éai. BT
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I left about 5: 30 to join Ashton to dr1ve out to Great Falls before O

‘dark fell. I have a. ravenousqdesue to get out of the hospital even for

an hour.
= .- We walked out to a'look_out point and:below us was the wildness

of rushing water,v. gr’eat bonl_ders,y wh’irl-pools“,..a,nd all around the |

scarlet and gold and cr1mson of October 1n the late tw111ght. ‘

Back at the hosp1ta1 I S1gned ma11 and d1spatched Ashton, and

then returned to Lyndon s room and presently to dmner w1th V1ck1e

" and B111 Moyers WhO 1s gettmg off for a couple of days vacat1on.

Y

He has a' cold and is exhausted;_' And Jack and M_arvin. 'And Luci_ o

We began to remm1sce on the Senate great -- Walter George'

“and Clyde Hooey of North Carohna and Tom Connally of Texas To_-h |

me, Senator Kerr was one‘ot'the »last of the great 1ndrv1dua1rsts, It
is a g;_-‘a’,"yerSenate now -- no colorfn_l charact_ers have come along to
take vtheir place; |

| Lyndon told‘anecdotes ot how Clyde Hooey always used to ‘.

wear a rose in hlS lapel and a claw hammer coat " And another time

~how he &~ 'Lyndon -- had tried to get him to change his vote on an

important matter. And when .it ‘was well explained to him,"Se'nator -

Hooey 'said AL rlght beloved “but first I have to go bac:k and w1pe

L%..e_ N o.rtw.wr calfa g o Rt s"{;:;k

 out some tracks I've made. u nd about Walter George and hi
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rolling Qeepen voice and the silence that fell on the Senate when he

rose to .speak.

'_";:g""':'lt-Wa's’a.”'g'dovd day. ‘The shadows seemed to ha.xte lifted.
One of the mterestmg events to me was to hear from Nat

N\*M;

Owingsy._ Ba*t he had talked to the Speaker and the Spea.ker had agreedj ke ‘ ‘: o

g ~a.fter conferrmg w1th George Stewart the a.rchltect for the Cap1tol that .

.‘,;'the plan: td'run a-_freeway._be_.low ground b_etw‘een' the.Capito_l and the . % e

" '-end of the Mall uniderneath the statue was agreeable to him, so that =
: aroun ] ’;tli-e éé’atu‘e’ihere Caﬁ be .th'e‘reﬂec‘:;ting”poolthat is piaﬁned 'as_" , ; "v.‘f- e-‘»' o

o a part of the whole Mall complex._ The freeway, Nat megs says,

- '1s already funded a.nd the reﬂecung pool ca.n be pa.1d for by the money

: sa.ved by reroutmg the freeway stralght 1nstead of ina curve. And

—

straight _‘ta.kes/\ right underneath'the sta.tue._» Iwonder if 1 should live
to see _t}}re e_ornpletiorivbf anylgart of Pennsylvania Avenue of the Mall!

" Butl saw the beginning of the'_AJeffe'rson Memeria.l,. and now it ,eeerﬁs L
: _that it.'};as:been‘her‘e forever. R '
" We will speak no more of yesterday and that the mood remaing .

quiescent, .




