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It w as a r e la t iv e ly  q u iet day. And b e c a u se  of la s t  night, I fe lt  

l ik e  w alk ing on egg  s h e l ls .  Lyndon had s le p t  on ly  in term itten tly .

W e had b r ea k fa st a l i t t le  a fter  9:00 in  h is  room . And then about 

11:00 he dropped o ff to s le e p  w h ile  I sa t and w rote  e n d le s s  n o te s .

B i l l ' s  b r ie fin g  sa id  v e r y  for th rig h tly  that " P res id en t John son  

i s  ga in ing  h is  stren g th  m o r e  s lo w ly  than anyone thought and is  w eak er  

than anyone though t he w ould  be a t th is  point. "

I think the p ace  of the la s t  20 m onths have a ccu m u la ted  

w e a r in e s s  that w a s  n ot ev id en t u n til the op era tion  - -  a ll  c o m p le te ly  

true and v e r y  w ise  to say . He w ent on to r e ite r a te  that the d o c to rs  

"con tin ue to be p le a se d  w ith  h is  r e c o v e r y  and s a t is f ie d  w ith  the : 

p r o g r e s s .   T h ey  find  nothing out o f the ord in ary ."   '

It w as P r e s id e n t  E ise n h o w er 's  b irthday, and I r em em b er e d  

that Lyndon had sa id , "I m u st be su re  to sen d  a te le g ra m . " So I 

w ro te  one out and w a s  d e lig h ted  w hen Lyndon sa id , " F in e , sen d  i t " - -  

adding one sen tence. - - ''you w ere  e x p r e s s in g  sen tim en ts  I g r e a t ly  

a d m ired  on te le v is io n  la s t  n ight". .

I f e e l  so  good w hen I can to som eth in g  to h elp  h im . He is  

su rrou n d ed  by peop le who do.

We lun ch ed  a l i t t le  a fter  2:00 - -  Jim  and Jake and Lynda and  

M a r ie .   And then the day w as so  b eau tifu l I sa id , " L et's  go fo r  a r id e ."

I got no r e sp o n se . And then w e began to a sk  i f  th ere  w eren 't a so la r iu m  - -

■ t
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a ro o f - -  a p la ce  w h ere  we could  go. T h ere  w a s . So off w e put.

Lyndon w as w alk in g w ith  a w h ee lch a ir  fo llow in g  down a cou p le  of 

lo n g  h o sp ita l c o r r id o r s  w ith  R ufus and M arie  to a sm a ll q u iet, sunny  

room  look in g  out o v er  the fo r e s t  and co u n try sid e  into about 78 d e g r ee  

b r ig h t su n sh in e. And th ere  w e s ta y ed  for  2 h ou rs - -  I  w ith  m y lap  

fu ll  o f n o tes , Lyndon in  the y e llo w  pa ja m a s  M u riel had g iv en  h im , 

and the g ra y  robe the p r e s s  had sen t h im . C -

'. M ary  M a rg a ret cam e w ith  C ourtney Lynda who p layed  d e lig h ted ly  • 

w ith  Lyndon. B il l  M oyers sa id , "Do you think it  w ould  be a l l  r ig h t if  

w e le t  the p r e s s  c o m e  up and ju st take a p ictu re  and no q u estio n s?

M a y b e  th ey  m igh t l e t  you a lon e  for  the w e e k e n d .'' . ,

I  w a s  p le a se d  w hen Lyndon sa id  y e s .

. -Co urtn ey, b la ck  c u r ls ,  b righ t e y e s ,  p ix ie  s m ile , w as fu ll of 

ta lk  about "I lo v e  y ou , P r e z " , and "W here's H im ", and lif te d  L yndon's  

s p ir it s  by h er  sh e er  joy  in  l i f e .

Suddenly th ere  b u rst upon u s about 100 m em b ers  o f the p r e s s  

a l l  gettin g  in  fro n t of e a ch  o th er  vy in g  fo r  p o s it io n s . I w a s r e l ie v e d  

to  se e  th ere  w e re  about th ree  w om en w ith  them . T hey snapped p ictu re  

a fte r  p ic tu re  w h ile  C ourtn ey  o b lig in g ly  k is s e d  Lyndon on the c h e e k  and  

hu gged  him  and w ent through a  s e r ie s  of a n tic s  and d eligh ted  every b o d y . 

Sun is  h is  natu ral b en e fa c to r , and Lyndon look ed  r e a s su r in g ly

b row n  and h ea lth y . ^
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I le f t  about 5:30 to join  A shton  to d r iv e  out to G reat F a l ls  b e fo re  

d ark  f e l l .  I h ave  a raven ou s d e s ir e  to get out of the h o sp ita l e v en  for  

an hour. ' ■ ■'  ̂ ■

: We w alked  out to a lookout point and b elow  u s w as the w ild n e s s  

of ru sh in g  w a ter , g rea t b o u ld ers , w h ir lp o o ls ,  and a ll  around the 

s c a r le t  and go ld  and c r im so n  of O ctober in  the la te  tw iligh t.

B a ck  a t the h o sp ita l I s ig n ed  m a il  and d isp a tch ed  A shton , and  

then retu rn ed  to L yndon |s room  and p r e se n t ly  to dinner, w ith  V ick ie  

and B i l l  M o y e r s  who is  gettin g  o ff fo r  a c o u p le  o f  days v a c a tio n . ,

He h a s a co ld  and i s  ex h a u sted .  And Jack  and M arvin . And L u c i 

and P a t sa t in  w ith  u s  though they didn't eat.

We b egan  to r e m in is c e  on the Senate g rea t - -  W alter G eorge  

and C lyde H ooey  o f N orth C aro lin a  and Tom  C onnally  of T e x a s . To  

m e , S en ator K err w as one o f the la s t  o f  the g rea t in d iv id u a lis ts . It 

is  a g r a y er  Senate now - -  no c o lo r fu l c h a r a c te r s  have com e a lon g  to 

take th eir  p la c e . .

Lyndon to ld  a n ecd o tes  o f how C lyde H ooey a lw ays u se d  to 

w ea r  a r o s e  in  h is  la p e l and a c la w  h a m m er coat. And an oth er  tim e  

how h e  Lyndon - -  had tr ie d  to get him  to change h is  vo te  on an  

im p ortan t m a tte r . And w hen it w as w e ll  ex p la in ed  to h im , Senator  

H ooey sa id , "A ll r igh t b e lo v ed , but f i r s t  I ' l l  have to go b ack  and  w ipe -

T 'v ia  TYia r1«> "  A p '^ a / h n i i r  W a l * ' " ’- l i i  a  * rr-r#»a^out so m e tra ck s  I've  m ad e." And about  W alter G eorge and h is  g rea t



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O N

T h u rsd ay , O ctob er 14, 1965 P a g e  4

r o llin g  o r g a n  v o ic e  and the s ile n c e  that fe ll  on the Senate w hen he  

r o s e  to sp eak . ;

V It w a s a good day. The shadow s see m e d  to have lif ted .

. One of the in te r e s t in g  ev en ts  to m e w as to h ea r  from  N at 

O w ings.  He said he had  talked  to the Sp eak er and the Speaker had a g r e ed,̂after conferring with George 

S tew a rt the a r c h ite c t  fo r  the C ap ito l, that 

the p lan  to run a fr e ew a y  b elow  ground b etw een  the C apito l and the 

end of the M all un dern eath  the sta tu e  w as a g r ee a b le  to h im , so  that 

■ arou n d  the sta tu e  th ere  can be the r e f le c t in g  pool that is  p lanned  a s  '

, a  part o f the w h ole  M all com p lex !  The freew a y , Nat O wings s a y s ,

is  a lr e a d y  funded and the r e f le c t in g  pool can be paid  fo r  by  the m on ey  

sa v ed  by rero u tin g  the freew a y  s tr a ig h t in stea d  of in  a c u r v e .  And  

s tr a ig h t tak es it right un d ern eath  the sta tu e . I w onder if  I shou ld  l iv e  

to s e e  the co m p le tio n  of any part of P en n sy lv a n ia  A venue o r  the M all

But I saw  the b eg in n ing  of the J e ffe r so n  M em oria l, and now it  s e e m s  

that it  h a s  b een  h e r e  fo r e v e r .  ;

We w il l  sp eak  no m o re  of y e ster d a y  and pray that the m ood  r em a in s
.V, ■; ■ ' ■

q u ie sc en t. ■ . ,'


