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It was a cornplete break from hosp1tal routme I spent the day
MO__ / ’ .o

- with Max Brooks, Roy Whlte, George Heath on a tour of the outstandlng

archlt.ecture on the campus of Yale and elsewhere in 'New Haven,

. Conneeticut and in New York.-f “ It was also oddly a day of leaving o

the comfort and plushness of Whi_t'e}-House‘life_‘and getting around -

over the countr yhke ‘any John Citizen,

~-I~§wae. calied ‘a.bout 5:2'0' rvhen the';vorl‘d was dark ,dre's—sed, 'v:hadf .

a cup of c‘offee, asked the nurse 1£ Lyndon had opened hlS eyes._“ ﬁe' E

was sound_asleep. I t1p toed past h1s door and out of the hosp1ta1 at

The sky was Just begmnmg to be pmk w1th that wonderfully

expectaut feelmg of dawn. And as we »d_rove _along the George Washmgton -

: Memo‘rlal Parkwa.y,-, mist was rising from the Potomac in great billows

makin'g.it' look'like'one of the early engra\)ings. And in‘t'he distant:e.

the d1rn phantom of the Cathedral and the Capltol and the Wash1ngton |

- Monument I w111 mdeed be old when day break is no longer exc1t1ng

But I was hungry and we got on Alleghany A1r11nes -- Max and
Roy and Bill Heath and I-- tofind that they' d1dn t serve breakfast --
a donut and coffee and nearly three. hours of f11ght to New Haven with .

four stops -- farl'cry_vfrom Air}Fo__rc_e I service. But it was interevst‘ing o

. to see what I was going to return to in a short span of years.’
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" Thanks to rny call to M.oGeor.g‘e Bundy the President of Yaie A
hirnsel_f\.v Dr Kingman Brewster -—Ayou‘ng',‘ to me, handsornevand-’_very.
charm‘rng -'.‘-_.mr.et me at the‘ 'airport, _and we drove to his horne '-‘— o_ne.
otlthe 'olidEdwardian r'e'Siden_ces or rn,aybe 1t's I;:lhiz'abdethiand—‘.-.on the .
Yale campus | | |

We had coffee w1th hlS w1fe and h1's arehltectural adv1sor, Mr

- Ed Barnes And then we set out on a walkmg tour of the Yale campus

gomg by the IBM Bulldlng, de s1gned by Bunﬂschaft of Sk1dmore, OWlngs

i -

: and Mernll‘ --a .small jewel of glass and steel 2 '_.‘ : '

AR ' | And then on up to a half completed bu11d1ng des1gned by o
. : ) - ‘

Ph111p Johnson - an enormous h1ghr1se structure at the end of a

'.'-"'ma_ll ;_:;‘ra-'se1ries of g'reat, | ronnd pillows‘re’aching to the'sk'y; holdlng o
tog-ethe_kr"l beiliev'e ::\t_’s _the Science Buildi‘ng.. " And ne:;t ‘to.. th’e' Bienecke -
Rare..‘Bloohi»4Librar.'}»r hy B‘u“m&schaft. o
o e ."l‘f['his Was‘oar’t of a ‘conrtyard of buildings on the Yale oampns,v

dand a r.eno.wned:‘piece of architeotnre.' Ivthought it 1ooked} 'cold," austere.,
severe On th.e-outside. From the‘insi.de t'h'ere. was a magnificent way
to'displzva:y. ;L rnillionjodéollars'ﬁ(orth_of ravre books .behind._ gllass',-..'. a great,

* brilliant showcase from floor to ceiling in the center of the building of

. 'ra.re and eS:pensive'and vwonderfnl books. ‘Thes'e Were the Stacks. . And .

- a “ " then there were dlsplay cases around in the walkmg area ranglng from

a Gutenberg B1ble -- one of the six in the Umted States valued at $1 1/2 )

R m11110n accord1ng to the curator of the bu11d1ng who. took us. around A
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Bill Heath asked him because the University of Texas is hoping to buy

one of the-six Gutenbero Bib-les. Then to another dlsplay case holdmg

’ early Texana/mcludlng one of the f1rst prlnted versmns of the -

marbleﬂéé’me S»iX"O'f cight inches thick which permits the light to filter 7
o through W1th great magmﬁcence No tomb of a pharaoh wés. eVer-_

deS1gned w1th/ﬁ less thought of expense And' there we ‘drové- on ab.‘ro’un‘d ', |

. a sort of a hockey nnk 1 thmk it was in the shape of a whale de 51gned by
‘Saanne'n;;-- one of,the first things that called him- to the attentionlof ‘

“‘the world of archltecture _i

Declaration of Independence ’pf_Texas from Mexico.

. Th_e outside shell of the building itself is composed of translucent

7!\‘

And then the thlng that I 11ked best of all inthe whole day 1 beheve SR

" the dormltory de51gned hy Saarmen across a green swath from some old

_ ivy 00vered buildings of stone that generations before -- and sorn ehow A

. there is a dehghtful blendmg -- the completely modern w1th the old

' ‘reahzed tha.t there were photographers. And 50 ‘I walked close to

But that does us no good becausa Saarmen is dead and what we.are in |
' - akleedlee :
search of is a l1v1ng, ma-lue:bh arch1tect who w111 be exc1ted by the

challenge of a Lyndon Baines Johnson lerary on the Univer31ty of Texas '

‘campus and who will work well with the University's own firm of Brooks

- and Barr.' "

As we emerged from the Blencke Rare Books Bu1ld1ng, I had ..: "‘ k
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Dr. K1ngrnan Brewster rea.hzmg tha.t the" Jlg was up as far as us

o »havmg a day w1thout be1ng recogmzed and _]ust hopmg that I looked

1nte111gent, 1nterested and reasonably well groomed

~And then we~-went on to another Philip Johnson Building of

Ep1demlology and Pubhc Health Wthh won no plaudlta from our two

arch1tects _-- a box, they ca.lled 1t I thought 1t looked rather good

very exc1tmg moment when up in’ the 11brary stack of the

bu11d1n Jw1th ,Balts of glass -loo};mg'd_own on New Hav’en and seemg e “--

the urbanrenewaldevelopmentthat Mayor Rlchard Lee has prOduc ed :

B in“th".is_.INewEng'land town vt{hen suddenly I turned ba_'ok/'\the stackAs.:anfd . -

e

s '_-the.\“.fi_r st thing my. eyes lit on was a book by Jane Jacobs about the .

a ',1ife and .taeath',of cities,’ Sorne‘one.carne‘,np _t,o,'me'_’.anc‘l sai‘d,n_t.'Mayor__' .

Lee is ‘ontside. He v;iould like to say hello to_, Srou. o -And therelin a’

. m oment out on the sidewalk waiting for us was one of the most

B excitingi_“M. ayorsﬂ ‘inthe‘whoie United States,'»vvaI what he had done for

his town '—} less than 200, 000 -- t‘.o bringing it in his span of office of :

12 years from decay in the doldrums into a vivid r.enewal. Itis also

. a wonderful public relations story. - It is as though they had tried to find

the biggest names in architecture and hired them all to do a" job in-

New Haven and then ha.d told the world about it in letters six feet h1gh

oI

| Paul Rudolph Adolph Kias, Saar1nen, Ph111p Johnson/Bundschaft B ST

doubt 1f any town of 200 000 in the Un1ted States has a.s many
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‘ examples of big name architectures of this generation.

"I spent a wonderful half hour riding around lookiog at public X

housing units._ EKveryone of which he knew the amount of rent they .

paid'for‘.ab.n apartment. He talked about them with the eri'thﬁsias'jm' T v

. and the warm knowledge that one would talk about. o—rie"s children.

Being M'av."yor is _o.e.rte_irlly'hls l'oy_e“and h.is_flife;v',;e ,on"e'_'.of thef“ra.‘_re o

~ cases of '"man meets job',

g

.And now he faces a race with an opponent

e he T T
whom /describes as to the right of Goldwater. -~

1~

: the’tirrie":\%}e' putth'e Me.ir'orﬂodt Wé"v&ere'~'attraoting such

crowds that I was feelmg ve ry consp1cuous. So we Went toﬁonly two

more: bmldmgs -- one by Paul Rudolph, one by Adolph ﬁsﬁm\. L .

‘Ehe Arch1tecture Bu1ld1ng and the Art Gallery Nelther appealed

to me. Iunderst_ood the phrase "brutahsm” in archltecture wh1ch ‘

' Ihad heard -- the exposed concrete -- the raw structural frame -- .

the crude unfinished look -- the deliberate defiance of any heed to be

elegant or beautiful. And yet they are great names in their profession.v -

Somehow it reminded me of the Hans Chrlstlan Anderson story about :

‘the endperor‘s new clothes

If you can get enough people -~ enough
S

revwews ~=- to s1ng,/ﬁns is great th1s is wonderful this is new, then

~maybe you've got,1t made.

50 year's »from now.

I wonder how they w111 look -- those buﬂdlngs '-—v ‘ :
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‘fA little befox-e 1:00‘we _eaid goodove to Dr. and Mrs. I{iognaan E o gLt

Brevv‘s.fele -; -such‘avsmooth, atbt.ractilve hoet.ﬁe had bee_n; AnofI must |

_— ‘a.dr‘hi't;l mY eyes had oeeo out on steros_ eir_x‘iplyv becauee 1 haci been.\o‘n the -
: campus of the gz;eafl.:‘ilv'y League ‘echoolv_—b'-_’ Yaie." ' |

'And then we drove o, :headed for New York, ar;d etopoeg at’ 3

a Hohda.ylnn foi':;onch._‘ -'_I-‘he'.‘_dinixvljg room '-wals;‘closec.ll,”'tﬁeg:e wereno_: -
ve sit at stools, Of -course we would: So we sat -

down tthe stooll‘s.a.od‘orde.r‘_ea oheeseb'\i'i:_ge“fs‘-;-:’”al'l,‘fo.u:':' of!’-ii;.‘ And B

o grmned as we looked across to the Secret Serv1ce who had got fed flrst

and a lady sat next to Roy Wh1te and leaned over to h1m and sa1d "'That

- looks 11ke Mrs. Lyndon Johnson. " He sald “Yes, 1t 1s” '. And she e

.:v-f~sa1dv ”Now'1sn't that Just 11ke her to s‘1t dovvn here and have a ﬁambu;ge;:
| ww
R dévte"ri{iiﬁed to live with it a i'ittlie' llongerr:‘.-'. | »
| So for’.the "next hoo.rmand a half we drove into New.York> arnving

at meoln Center a 11tt1e past 3 00 Frank Stanton was4 to meet us.
.’There iri_ the triumvirate around the fountain are three of the great

- builc_iifngs of'modern architec!:ﬁfe —-'Philip- Johnson's New York State _

- The_a_g_:e,‘ Harrisoqjar;d Abra_mowitz PhilharmOnicMHall., and the still . -

EIRTI

" uncompleted building in the center which I did not look at too closely © " -

. but believe is by another member of the firm.of Ha'.r;is'o_rl'and Abramowitz.
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To my surprise the New York State Theatre turned out to

- be quite a recoco building -~ guilt and plush and chandelier like
. lighting,‘" somewhat contrived within a severe limitations of modern

: ,'archvi:tect'nv_re. - I was not drawn to it.. On the other hand, also to my

sur'prise“,‘.l liked the Harrison and Abramowitz Philharmonic Hall

‘,’a_I-\"ran'k‘Stant'on""who_ was on l;he board of trust'_e_esu‘ of the'Lincoln S

T

'dro:ve onto the m\iseum of modern artg We walked qulckly through R 1

/ el -

: _,,Thls was the building where I had"rna,de'a little speech 'las't;v‘

o ‘spring' when tl"lio.'win__g was opened - 'the"garden_ wirth 1ts beech tre'es.l A
- a,nd fonntain and hweep‘ing'beeches' .and a st.atfxar.y ;.- H‘enry Moor_e --.“ '

Jaeql}ei,Ar’n‘et»i_ -l its rows of ta_hles full JoAf dinere.at'4:00 in‘the ..

B .afternoon.; | It's ve ry. 1ive1y and attracfive; Blll Heath was 1ntr1gued .

B by a b1t of statuary' of a c011ed snake Wthh a man had glven in memory

of his wife. It was a modern piece; but it was also exactly 11ke a. p1ece

of pre- Columblan art that I had seen at Dumbar S

Here we sard goodbye to Frank Stanton and drove by As1a HOuse, =
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_desei'ted. And then.to the' plahe' ‘at 5’:4.5_.\&here just_'as"I.was about A -
to bo_a:v'dflii-_an straiéh;-'into Sissf Morz-'i’sey‘ of " Time & I;.if‘.ie”' —b— no
: ho.iae‘ t°be anohyrhous unless I-.‘g'et a'vmole':_oln my nose 'an‘d a w1g |
On ‘the waj home, w‘e_‘settlvved to\a drirtk and a s~u‘m'niary'”'of :
Out; dai"'s‘ activiities..'; On my ‘part there ‘is no clear out chmce -'— no
dec1s1on We ve seen’a lot of. 111u'st1yousv examples, but .none of whlch

I would w1sh to follow.i But then the arch1tects have not seen the R

- site of-_,;he; LYnd.Qr{ '-B‘._a.lnesr Johneoxi I._.ibraijy' or know What ‘._i'ts quctioh B

": is or what our d;vre'a"m of it is. So'we are looking for ~sorhethin'g'tha:t‘-

e

doesn't exist.

T B111 Heath sa.1d the more he saw of other thmgs the more he

: j*»'f""‘-, A - T s . et e gt

' hked Brooks a.nd Barr of Austm And the ‘more' the _tale_'of the _empe;or's__
' newr olothes- kept re.c’urring. to t—r_ly_mind. Butyet I_;‘;Vaqé,tb attaeh some : |
gieat‘ and lustrous .na.n‘ne to the Library s0 i't:‘w.illr\sei‘l{fo;it;vhat it's
‘ wort}{(jt}_g.::.the eyes’.. .ovf' the,wotlo. -‘ Ahd.I.wantvit to be.'sorheone Who oah :
work wellw1th Max'!s f1rmon the spot, whow1ll prob‘a‘bly be: resportisible
" in 'great‘;‘)art _fo‘lil the final outoome of the whl‘ole hui'lding.‘ |
.‘ I s:aid go'o.‘dhye tomycompa.mons at -the aili'port anct hurrled ‘out

: to the hospital -- 'some 12 hours after'l had left -- i'm hack in time,to

find a great v01d -- J1m Cam had left feehng that all was well w1th

_ W o Lyndon to get back to hlS JOb
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' Lyndon had had a fdll day, 'Asignin'g the. Ciean Air Bili eariy -
_in, thev morning, 'sitting outside nearly four h'ours .andwa.lki‘ng néarly

- two m11e$, talkmg to lots of nenple a10ng the way, . toured the honpnal |
ward and nad glven the newsPanar people plenty; of copy. - -

. | I had dinner w1th Lyndon and Dr. Hallenbeck and Vlckle. v“"And

S ""‘Luc1 and Pat came in on thelr.way to a concert b}lr Van Chburn Luc1

“was adorable in black velvet and a whlte organdy bow and a very

T e

doquettlsh -and femmme han'—do.
__ It ;avas a fu11‘ anc1t1ng and useful day w1thon£ arrﬁmg at ansr “ ‘ . i
tl; R - clear cnt dec1s1on as to whom we wanted to desdgn the Lyndon Ba.m;:s N L ,
SRS Johns_on_.lnbrar.y. |
* What did I remember from the day? Not the different works
: 9f a.rc_1‘:1"1t;cturg=,,w but f}ie 'New" Enéland cofninons-'r;_ tﬁe Aexp‘anses’df‘_; :
:kgr.e.en s'h{a»..ded b':)r grea‘;"'ér.nelrican..aln)s t.hat'.divide' the ca‘rnpus' yét.' .
bind it:‘tqgéther and>"give open" s'pa.d_é __and dlgmty td tne city. ' It"s
a g'ood_‘ .t»hing..traditi’dn_iv; .'c'm.its s{i’de or else itl.v&ouid hava_ lnng .agd"; .

given ;.:-.w__ay to a highrise office building or a parking lot.




