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It w a s a co m p le te  b rea k  from  h o sp ita l rou tin e. I spen t the day  

w ith  M ax B ro o k s, R oy W hite, a n d  B ill  H eath on a tour of the outstan d in g '

a r c h ite c tu r e  on the cam pus o f Y ale  and e lse w h e r e  in  N ew  H aven, 

C on n ecticu t and in  N ew  Y ork. It w as a ls o  oddly a day of lea v in g  

the co m fo r t and p lu sh n e ss  o f W hite H ouse life  and getting  around . 

o v er  the co u n try  lik e  any John C itizen .

,I w a s c a lle d  about 5:20 w hen the w orld  w as dark, d r e s s e d , had  

a c u p o f c o ffe e , a sk ed  the n u rse  i f  Lyndon had opened  h is  e y e s .  He 

w a s sound a s le e p . I t ip -to e d  p a st h is  door and out o f the h o s p ita l  a t 

6 :1 5 .   ;;',, , ; ' ■ , : .• . ;

Th e  s k y  w a s  ju s t  beg inn ing  to be pink w ith  that w o n d erfu lly

ex p ecta n t fe e lin g  o f dawn. And a s  w e drove a lon g  the G eorge W ashington  

M e m o r ia l P ark w ay , m is t  w as r is in g  from  the P otom ac in  g rea t b illo w s  

m aking i t  lo o k  lik e  one o f the e a r ly  en g ra v in g s . And in  the d is ta n ce  

the d im  phantom  of the C athedral and the C apitol and the W ashington  

M on um en t. I w il l  indeed  be o ld  w hen day b reak  is  no lo n g er  e x c it in g .

B ut I w as hungry and w e got on A llegh an y  A ir lin e s  - -  M ax and  

R oy and B il l  H eath and I - -  to find  that they didn't s e r v e  b r e a k fa st  - -  

a donut and c o ffe e  and n e a r ly  th re e  h ou rs of flig h t to N ew  H aven w ith  

four s to p s  - -  far  c ry  from  A ir F o r c e  I s e r v ic e !  But it  w a s  in te r e s t in g  

to s e e  w hat I w a s going to retu rn  to in  a sh ort span o f y e a r s .
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T hanks to m y c a ll  to M cG eorge Bundy the P r e s id en t of Y ale  

h im se lf , D r. K ingm an B r e w ste r  - - y o u n g ,  t o  m e , han d som e and v e r y  

ch a rm in g  - -  m e t  m e at the a irp o r t, and w e drove to h is  hom e - -  one  

of the old  E dw ardian r e s id e n c e s  or m aybe it 's  E l iz a b e th a n ,- -  on the 

Y ale  ca m p u s.

We had co ffe e  w ith  h is  w ife  and h is  a r c h ite c tu r a l a d v iso r , Mr;

Ed B a r n e s . And then w e s e t  out on a w alk in g tour of the Y a le  cam pu s  

go in g  b y  the IBM B uild ing , d esig n ed  by B u n s h a f t  of S k idm ore, O w ings  

and M e r r i l l  - -  a .sm a ll jew e l of g la s s  and s t e e l . _

And then on up to a h a lf co m p le ted  build ing d es ig n ed  by  

P h ilip  Johnson  - -  an en orm ou s h ig h r ise  stru ctu re  a t the end o f a  

m a ll - -  a s e r ie s  o f g rea t, round p illo w s  reach in g  to the sky, h o ld in g  

to g e th er  I b e lie v e  i t ' s  the S c ien ce  B u ild in g . And next to the B ei n e c k e  

R a re  B ook  L ib ra ry  by  B u n s h a f t .

T h is  w as p art of a cou rtyard  of b u ild in gs on the Y ale  cam p u s, 

and a ren ow ned  p ie c e  of a r c h ite c tu r e . I thought it  look ed  co ld , a u s te r e , 

s e v e r e  on the o u ts id e . F ro m  the in s id e  th ere w as a m a g n ificen t w ay  

to d isp la y  m illio n s of d o lla r s  w orth  o f r a re  books behind g la s s  - -  a grea t, 

b r illia n t  sh o w ca se  from  flo o r  to c e il in g  in the cen ter  o f the b u ild in g o f  

r a r e  and e x p e n s iv e  and w on d erfu l b o o k s. T h ese  w ere  the s ta c k s . And 

then th ere  w e r e  d isp la y  c a s e s  around in  the w alk ing a r ea  ranging from  

a  G utenberg B ib le  - -  one of the s ix  in  the U nited S tates v a lu ed  a t $ 1 - 1 /2   

m il l io n  a cco rd in g  to the cu ra to r  o f the build ing who to o k  u s aroun d .  
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B i l l  H eath a sk e d  him  b e c a u se  the U n iv e r s ity  of T ex a s  i s  hoping to buy  

one o f the s ix  G utenberg B ib le s .  Then to another d isp la y  c a s e  hold ing  

e a r ly  Texana, inclu d ing one o f the f ir s t  p rin ted  v e r s io n s  of the

D ec la ra tio n  of Independence of T e x a s  from  M ex ico ! ■

T h e o u tsid e  s h e ll  of the bu ild in g  i t s e l f  i s  co m p o sed  of tra n s lu cen t  

m a r b le  so m e  s ix  or e igh t in c h e s  th ick  w hich  p e r m its  the lig h t to f i l te r  

through w ith  g r ea t m a g n ific en ce . No tom b of a pharaoh w as e v e r  

d e s ig n e d  w ith  l e s s  thought of ex p e n se . And th ere  w e drove on arou n d  ■

a so r t  o f a h o ck ey  r in k  I think it  w a s in the shape of a w hale d e s ig n e d  by 

Saarinen: - -  one of the f ir s t  th ings that c a lle d  him  to the a tten tion  of 

the w o r ld  of a r c h ite c tu r e .

A nd then the thing that I lik ed  b e s t  of a l l  in the w hole day I b e lie v e  - -  

the d o rm ito ry  d es ig n ed  b y  Saarinen a c r o s s  a g reen  sw ath from  so m e  old  

iv y  c o v e r e d  b u ild in g s of ston e that g en era tio n s  b e fo re  - -  and som eh o w  

th ere  is  a d e lig h tfu l b lend ing - -  the c o m p le te ly  m od ern  w ith  the o ld .

B ut that d o es  u s no good b eca u se  Saarinen is  dead and what w e a r e  in  

s e a r c h  o f i s  a liv in g , m a lle a b le  a r c h ite c t  who w ill  be e x c ited  by the

ch a lle n g e  of a Lyndon B a in es  Johnson L ib ra ry  on the U n iv e r s ity  of T ex a s  

cam p u s and who w ill  w ork  w e ll w ith  the U n iv e r s ity 's  own firm  of B ro o k s  

and B a r r .

 A s w e e m e r g e d  from  the B einecke R are B ook s B uild ing, I had  

r e a liz e d  that th ere  w e r e  p h otograp h ers. And so  I w alked  c lo s e  to

; •
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D r. K ingm an B r e w s te r  r e a liz in g  that the jig  w a s up a s  far  a s  u s  

havin g  a day w ith out being rec o g n iz e d , and ju st hoping that I lo o k ed  

in te l lig e n t , in te r e s te d  and rea so n a b ly  w e ll  groom ed .

And then w e w ent on to an oth er  P h ilip  Johnson B u ild in g  of 

E p id em io lo g y  and P u b lic  H ealth  w h ich  w on no p lau d its  from  our two 

a r c h ite c ts  -- a  box, they c a lle d  it . I thought it  look ed  rath er  good .

It w a s  a  v e ry  e x c it in g  m om en t w hen up in the lib r a r y  s ta c k  o f the  

bu ild in g  w ith  ha l ls  of g la s s  look in g  down on N ew  H aven and se e in g  

the urban ren ew a l d eve lop m en t that M ayor R ich ard  L ee h as p rod u ced  

in  th is  N ew  E ngland town when sudden ly I turned back  of the s ta c k s  and̂  

the f ir s t  thing m y  e y e s  l i t  on w a s  a book by Jane Jacobs about the  

 ̂ l i f e  and death o f c i t i e s .  Som eone cam e up to m e and sa id , " M a y o r  

L ee  i s  o u tsid e . He w ould  lik e  to say  h e llo  to you . " And th ere  in  a 

m o m e n t out on the s id ew a lk  w a itin g  for us w as one of the m o st  

e x c it in g  M a y o rs  in  the w hole U nited  S ta te s , for w hat he had done for  

h is  town - -  l e s s  than 200 , 000 - -  to bringing  it  in  h is  span o f o ff ic e  of 

12 y e a r s  from  d eca y  in  the do ld ru m s into a v iv id  ren ew a l. It i s  a ls o  

a w on d erfu l public r e la t io n s  s to ry . It i s  a s  though they had tr ie d  to find  

the b ig g e s t  n a m es in  a r ch ite c tu r e  and h ired  them  a l l  to do a job in  

N ew  H aven and then had told  the w o r ld  about it  in  le t te r s  s ix  f e e t  h igh . 

P a u l R udolph, [L ouis] K ahn, Saarinen , P h ilip  Johnson, B u n s h a f t .  I

doubt i f  any town of 200 , 000 in  the U nited  S tates has a s  m any
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e x a m p le s  of b ig  nam e a r c h ite c tu r e s  of th is g en era tio n .

I sp en t a w on d erfu l h a lf hour rid ing  around look in g  at pu b lic

h o u sin g  u n its  - -  e v ery o n e  of w hich  he knew the am ount of ren t th ey

p a id  fo r  an  ap artm en t. He ta lk ed  about them w ith  the en th u sia sm   

and the w arm  know ledge that one w ould ta lk  about o n e 's  c h ild ren .

B e in g  M ayor is  c e r ta in ly  h is  lo v e and h is  life ;  - -  one of the ra re  / 

c a s e s  of " m an  m e e ts  job". And now he fa c e s  a ra ce  w ith  an  opponent 

w h o m  he d e s c r ib e s  a s  to the r ig h t of G oldw ater.

B y  the tim e w e put the M ayor out w e  w ere  a ttra c tin g  su ch  

crow d s that I w a s fe e lin g  v e r y  c o n sp icu o u s . So w e w ent to  on ly  two 

m o r e  b u ild in gs - -  one by P a u l Rudolph, one by  [L ouis] Kahn —   

t h e A r ch ite c tu re  B uild ing  and the A rt G a llery . N eith er  ap p ea led  

to m e . I u n d erstood  the p h rase  "bruta lism " in  a r ch ite c tu r e  w hich  

I had h eard  - -  the ex p o sed  c o n c re te  - -  the raw  s tr u c tu ra l fr a m e  - -  

the crude u n fin ish ed  lo o k  - -  the d e lib era te  d efian ce  o f any h eed  to be  

e leg a n t or b ea u tifu l. And y e t they a r e  g rea t n a m es in  th e ir  p r o fe s s io n .  

Som ehow  it  rem in d ed  m e of the Hans C h ristia n  A n d ersen  s to r y  about 

the e m p e r o r 's  new c lo th e s . If you can g et enough p eop le  - -  enough  

r e v ie w s  - -  to s in g , "Th is  is  g rea t, th is i s  w ond erfu l, th is is  n ew ", then  

m ayb e you 've  g o t .it  m ad e. I w onder how  they w ill  lo o k  - - t h o s e  b u ild in g s  - -  

50 y e a r s  from  now?
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A  l i t t le  b e fo re  1:00 w e sa id  goodbye to D r. and M rs. K ingm an  

B r e w s te r  - -  su ch  a sm ooth , a t tr a c t iv e  h o st he had b een . A n d  I m u st  

ad m it m y  e y e s  had b een  out on s te m s  s im p ly  b eca u se  I had b een  on the 

cam p u s of the g r e a t  Ivy L eagu e s c h o o l—  Y a le .

' . And then w e d rove on, headed fo r  N ew  Y ork, and stopp ed  a t , 

a H olid ay  Inn fo r  lunch . The dining room  w a s  c lo se d , th ere  w e r e  no  ̂

w e s it  a t  s to o ls ?  Of co u r se  w e would; So w e sa tb o o th s—  w ould

down a t the s to o ls  and o r d e re d  c h e e s e b u r g e r s  - -  a l l  four of u s .  And  

g r in n ed  a s  w e looked  a c r o s s  to the S ecre t S e r v ice  who had go t fed  f ir s t  . 

and a la d y  sa t next to R oy W hite and lea n ed  o ver  to him  and sa id , "That 

lo o k s  lik e  M rs . Lyndon Johnson . " He sa id , "Y e s , it  is " . And sh e  

•sa id , "Now is n 't  that ju st lik e  h er  to s i t  down h ere  and have a h a m b u rg er  

w ith  u s! " \

: B ut now I w as ru ein g  the day I ev er  s ta r ted  on a d ie t, but 

d e te r m in e d  to liv e  w ith  it  a l i t t le  lo n g er .

So for  the n ex t hour and a h a lf w e drove into N ew  Y ork, a r r iv in g  

a t  L in co ln  C en ter  a l i t t le  p a st 3:00. F ran k  Stanton w a s  there to m e e t  u s .

T h ere  in  the tr iu m v ira te  around the fountain  a r e  th ree of the g r e a t  

b u ild in g s of m o d ern  a r c h ite c tu r e  - -  P h ilip  Johnson’s N ew  Y ork  State  

T h ea tre , H a r r iso n  and A bram ow itz's P h ilh a rm o n ic  H all, and th e  s t i l l  

u n co m p leted  bu ild ing in  the cen ter  w h ich  I  did not lo o k  a t too c lo s e ly  

but b e lie v e  is  by another m em b er  of the firm  of H a rr iso n  and A bram o w itz ..
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To m y su r p r ise  the New Y ork State T h eatre  turned out to 

b e qu ite a r oc o co  build ing - -  gu ilt and p lush  and ch a n d elier  lik e  

. lig h tin g , so m ew h at co n tr iv ed  w ith in  a s e v e r e  lim ita tio n s  o f m od ern  

a r c h ite c tu r e . I w a s  not draw n to it . On the other hand, a ls o  to m y  

s u r p r is e , I lik ed  the H a rr iso n  and A bram ow itz  P h ilh a rm o n ic  H a ll  

b e s t  o f  a l l  o f our d ay 's  s ig h t-se e in g _ e x c e p t fo r  Saarinen's d o r m ito r ie s

 a t  Y a le .  Jv:-'

;  Fra n k  S ta n to n  w h o  w a s  on the board  o f tr u s te e s  o f the L in co ln  

C en ter  w alk ed  w ith  u s e v e r y  step  w ith  h is  o b se rv a tio n s . And then we 

d ro v e  on to the Mu seu m  of M odern  Ar t .  We w alked  qu ick ly  through  

and lo ok ed  a t the c h a r m in g  gard en  at the e x te r io r  o f the w ing that 

P h ilip  Johnson h a s  b u ilt.

T h is  w as the bu ild ing w h ere  I had m ade a l it t le  sp e ec h  la s t  

sp r in g  w hen th is w ing w as opened - - the garden  w ith  it s  b eech  t r e e s  

and fountain  and w eep in g  b e e c h e s  and a  sta tu ary  - -  H enry M oore —  

Jacque A m e t i  - -  i t s  row s of ta b les  fu ll of d in ers  a t 4:00 in  the 

• a ftern o o n . It's v e r y  l iv e ly  and a ttr a c tiv e . B il l  H eath w as in tr ig u ed  

by a b it  of s ta tu a ry  of a c o ile d  snake w hich  a m an had g iven  in  m e m o r y  

o f h is  w ife ! It w as a m od ern  p ie c e , but it  w as a ls o  e x a c t ly  lik e  a  p iece  

o f p re -C o lu m b ia n  a r t  that I had s e e n  a t D um barton Oaks.

H ere  w e sa id  goodbye to F ran k  Stanton and drove by A sia  H ou se, 

the U nited  N ation s b u ild in g s, the W orld F a ir  grounds - -  em p ty  and
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d e se r te d . And then to the plane at 5:45 w h ere ju st a s  I w as about 

to b oard  I ran  stra ig h t into S is s y  M o r r ise y  of "T im e & L ife" - -  no  

hope to be anonym ous u n le s s  I get a m o le  on m y n o se  and a w ig .

On the w ay h om e, w e s e t t le d  to a drink and a su m m ary  o f ' 

our d a y 's  a c t iv it ie s .  On m y  p art th ere  i s  no c le a r  cut ch o ice  - -  no 

d e c is io n . W e've se e n  a lo t of i l lu s t rious e x a m p les , but none of w hich  

I w ould  w ish  to fo llo w . But then the a r c h ite c ts  have not see n  the 

, s i te  of the Lyndon B a in es  Johnson L ib ra ry  or know what it s  fu nction  

^ : i s  or  w hat our dream  of it  i s .  So w e a r e  lo o k in g  fo r  so m eth in g  that 

d o e sn 't  e x is t .

B i l l  H eath sa id  the m o re  he saw  o f oth er th ings the m o r e  he 

l ik e d  B ro o k s and B a rr  o f A ustin . And the m o re  the ta le  o f the e m p e r o r 's  

new  c lo th e s  kept recu rr in g  to m y  m in d . But yet I want to a tta ch  so m e  

g r ea t and lu s tr o u s  nam e to the L ib ra ry  so  i t  w i l l  "s e l l  fo r  what it 's  

w orth " in  the e y e s  o f  the w orld . And I want it  to be som eon e who can  

w ork  w e ll  w ith  Max ' s f ir m  on the spot, who w ill  probably be r e sp o n s ib le  

in  g rea t p art fo r  the fin a l ou tcom e of the w hole b u ild in g.

I sa id  goodbye to m y com p an ion s at the a irp o r t and h u rr ied  out 

to  the h o sp ita l - -  so m e  12 h ou rs a fter  I  had le ft  - -  back  in t im e  to . 

fin d  a g r ea t v o id  - -  Jim  C ain had le f t  fe e lin g  that a l l  w as w e ll  w ith  

L yndon to get b ack  to h is  job.

Mias
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Lyndon had had a fu ll day, s ign in g  the C lean A ir  B i l l  e a r ly  

in  the m orn in g , s ittin g  ou tsid e  n e a r ly  four hou rs and w alk in g n e a r ly  

tw o m i le s ,  ta lk in g  to lo ts  of p eop le  a lon g  the w ay, toured  the h o sp ita l  

w a rd  and had g iven  the n ew sp aper p eop le  p len ty  of copy.

I had d inner w ith  Lyndon and D r. H allen b eck  and V ic k ie . And  

L u ci and P a t ca m e in  on th eir  w ay to a co n cer t by Van C liburn . L u ci 

w a s a d orab le  in  b lack  v e lv e t  and a w h ite  organdy bow  and a v e r y  

co q u e tt ish  and fem in in e  h a ir -d o . . 7 ' ;  ̂  ̂ f

It w a s a  fu ll, e x c it in g  and u se fu l day w ithout a r r iv in g  a t an y  

c le a r  cut de c i s io n  a s  to whom  w e w anted  to d es ig n  the Lyndon B a in e s  

Joh n son  L ib ra ry .

Wha t did  I r em em b er  from  the day?  N ot the d ifferen t w o rk s  

o f  a r c h ite c tu r e , but the New E ngland co m m o n s - -  the e x p a n ses  o f  

g r ee n  shaded  by g rea t A m erica n  e lm s  that d iv id e the cam pu s y e t  

bind  i t  togeth er  and g ive open sp a ce  and d ign ity  to the c ity . I t 's  

a good thing trad ition  is  on it s  sid e  or e l s e  it  w ould have long ago  

g iven   w ay to a h ig h r ise  o ff ice  bu ild ing or a parking lo t .


