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It w as another f la w le ss  day - -  blue and gold and in the 70 s.   

O ctober is  m y  second favorite  month in T exas - -  A pril a lw ays the f ir s t .

Dean and V irgin ia  and I w ere  settling  around the pool for a 

secon d  cup of coffee when Lyndon em erged  from  the office and said , 

"L et's go for a ride."  V irgin ia , le isu r e ly  on her one day off, w as in  

h er house coat and went up to d ress  w hile the three of us rode off with  

the top down, north to the co a sta l Berm uda, up to D ale's  house and 

then w est into the M artin. 1 . \

I know of no m an who c a r r ie s  the load Dean R usk does with so  

calm  and equable and gentle m anner.

We rode for about three hours, picking up V irgin ia  about 12:00, 

w ith the top down, Lyndon in h is  red b eret - -  the October sun actu ally  

hot - -  and our talk ranged the w ide, wide w orld.

Dean w as re la tiv e ly  op tim istic  about h is far-flung prob lem s.   

B r a z il i s  in a state of upheaval. But it looks as though the P resid en t  

m ay hold it le v e l .  The tiny country of H aiti is  like a b o il com ing to a 

head with a v ery  bad man in charge - -  no tellin g  how the corruption  

w il l  spread. But things are looking up in V iet-N am .  If only, i f  only, 

we could find so m e  right way out of V iet-N am .

I fe lt  a fter  listen in g  to him that Red China is  in re trea t - -  has  

enough prob lem s of i t s  own - -  its  hovering m enace in A frica  declin ing.

Lyndon has such a ha ppy re la tion  with Dean Rusk and such a .
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r e sp ec t  for the m an  and for the job he does. He is  indeed a bulwark

• to h im . , ' ■ V , , ■ ■. ■'■-

And a s  we w ere  riding back toward the house. Dean sa id  

. som ething that ab so lu tely  ela ted  m e. We w ere d iscu ssin g  the LBJ  

L ibrary, and he asked  that w henever there w as a com m ittee  or a 

group to w ork on it, he would lik e  to be one of them . I fe lt  lik e  

som ebody had given m e a 4 - carat diamond ring.

One of m y great am bitions of th is F a ll i s  to a ssem b le  a v ery  

; s m a ll g ro u p  of sch o la rs  and the m o st knowledgeable Governm ent

V_ people — lik e  W alt and E lspeth  R ostow  and M cG eorge Bundy and

John M acy, b ecau se  so  m any appointm ents f ilter  through him a s  

tal ent sco u ts , and John Gardner of HEW, and of cou rse D r. R ansom  - -   

and just s it  around and talk about what can be done with the Lyndon 

B ain es Johnson School of Public S erv ice  as for curriculum , p r o fe sso r s ,  

and m ost im portant of a ll, its  D irector , and would se t its  tone and 

attract the people to com e to the staff and who want to get in the 

c la s s e s .   "H istory" i s  m y aim  for the r e s t  of th is term .

B ack at the house we had a la te  lunch. How could I ever  be so

’ ' . ’   .  ' "Zsanguine as to plan a souffle for w hich we w ere about 45 m inutes la te ?

The R usks, Mr. G reenfield , Jake, M arie, V ick ie, A shton. And J im ilu 

' , M ason . I am delighted that J im ilu  has com e down to w ork on Lyndon's

b u st. It w as h is  own idea - -  no cred it to m e. He finds her soothing
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com pany, and I think she is  turning out a highly cred itab le  product - -  

a splendid head of Lyndon.  I suppose som eday it w ill join the other 

V ice  P r esid en ts  in  the Capitol.

Max and B ill  Heath and R oy Wh ite  cam e, and I invited  them  

in  to have coffee with us and to m eet the S ecretary . It alw ays g iv es  

m e a th r ill when I can have m y own sp ec ia l fr ien ds m eet som eone  

g rea t in G overnm ent.. And then w hile they la id  out their exh ib its , 

on the big table in  the o ffice , I went out — m ovie cam era  in hand - -  

with Lyndon to th e  plane to say  goodbye to Dean and V irgin ia  and get 

m y few  m om ents on film  for m y p erson al a rch iv es .

; B ack in the office we looked at p ictu res o f the outstanding  

buildings of Skidm ore, Owings, and Me r r i l l  - -  Bunshaft i s  their ch ief  

d esig n er  - -  of Ph ilip  Johnson, of H arrison  A bram ovitz, Y am asaki,

R eece  of C hicago, and a couple m ore .  Some we had co llec ted  on our 

tr ip s , som e I had been  picking up over the country for  a year - -  I had ■, 

gotten them from  Tom W atson or Frank Stanton. This has r e a lly  been  ' 

a r e se a r c h  - -  s in ce  la s t  February for m e. But what w as m onths for  

m e w as m om ents for Lyndon. He r ifled  through quickly, lis ten ed  

h u rried ly  to our ob servation s and said  he liked the Skidm ore, O wings, 

and Me r r i l l  and the Y am asaki b est of the lo t. A ctually, he tended toward  

Y am asaki.  Why, I am not su re.  His sty le  is  gracefu l, beautifu l, a lm o st  

! • la c e y  - -  w ith the d e lica cy  and d ir ec t  opposition  to som e of the brutal
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co n crete  of P au l Rudolph or Kahn for in stan ce.  And it has a defin ite  

orien ta l h eritage it se em s  to m e.  But I don't see  anything in it  that 

look s like T exas or Lyndon.

Then he w ent to take a nap, and Max and Roy and B ill  and I 

sat around floundering a bit.  But what cam e out of it  w as that we 

should take one m ore trip and se e  som e of Y am asaki's things --  

e sp e c ia lly  the W oodrow W ilson School of P o lit ica l Science at P rin ceton  

and a few  m o r e  of Bunshafts.  I m y se lf  have not quite given up H arrison  

Abram ov i t z .   ■; ■

And then Max and B ill should go and have a talk with the one 

or two people h ere  we a re  d efin itely  con sid erin g , to get their id ea s, 

to a s s e s s  how ea sy  it  would be to w ork with them .  We don't want it  to 

wind up by M ax's firm  doing 90 percent of the work for le s s  g lo ry  and 

l e s s  pay.  And certa in ly  not with som e prim a donna arch itect who 

p resen ts  us a fa r-o u t design  with no kinship to the land and to the m an.

Then the approach of sunset a lw ays lu res  us like a m agnet to. 

getting outdoors to riding or to walking. Lyndon lea v es  like he w as 

rushing to a f ir e .  And he gathered up Jake and Jim ilu and M arie and 

V ickie and Ashton and me, and we h elicop tered  over to the W est Ranch  

w here we m et A. W. and M ariallen  and rode around in  the la s t  hour of

• day - -  delighting in see in g  deer from  the top of the h ills  - -  skylighted  

a g a in st the sun set - -  or bounding a c r o s s  the fie ld s  with their w hite 



ta ils  up. Lyndon's reg im e of reducing has certa in ly  done som ething  

to our dinner hour, and a good som ething.  We now dine betw een  7:00 

and 7:30.  D ark d rives us in.  He doesn't have any drinks, and has - 

not s in ce  Labor Day.  So we w ere  gath ered  around the big table by 

7:30 and a fterw ards w atched the TV show, "The P resid en t's  Seven ■

D ays in  a C ris is"  - -  rather good I thought, I w atched it  out of one eye: , 

and did about 20 notes from  a stack  of 300 I've se t  asid e to do from  ' 

tho se  p erso n a l frien ds who sent flow ers o r  te leg ra m s or le t t e r s . ’

; -For m e, the big event of the day w as a c a ll  from  Abe.  He had, ' 

b een  in New York.  He had seen  the screen in g  of m y ABC show. He 

thought it  w as beautiful.  He thought there w asn 't anything that would  

. offend any p erson  or group.  He had suggested  two or three m in or . ' 

ed ito r ia l d eletion s or co rrec tio n s.  O therw ise he gave m e the green

ligh t to r e le a s e  it, and bouquets.

I w as en orm ou sly  re liev ed  and yet I m istru sted  A be's k indness.   

If he had thought it  w as dull, I s im p ly  didn't hit the m ark, I am not sure  

he w ould have told m e.  But what could I do at th is point except take i t ?
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