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We slept unt1l 7 00. L‘y‘ndon said i:t.was the best nicth.t he had B
_had. And then we had breakfa.st together and got up and went for a walk -‘—
just the turo of us V-- -past the dam and on to the b1rthplace band the :
cemetery and‘the“school where ‘we cr.ossed.to the spot where Lynda " .
. and Luc1 were always p1cked up by the school bus gomg 1nto Johnson C1ty

'durmgf‘our f1rst years out here And then back past the church almost

to the entrance -- nearly three m1les -- talkmg all the way about thmgs

we wanted to plant or repalr or change around the Ranch Never w1ll

" wa horne;be f1,nished_ .

. V"'-';-The Secret_Qervice picked us up with a car, and we d:oVe'up

e PaSti-lﬁhQ(:.emete_rY"to see‘the“handsome new reé-iron gate Mr. Wyglé- -

~has m"a':d‘e us to""m'atCh theo'ld'one th'at'I bought "ab'ou‘t' 10 ye’a’.rs' a'g'o. S

' And then back at the Ranch in t1me to meet D1ck Mynck and

. Row,t Wh1te. We .spread Myr1ck's -de51gns. out‘on.a ‘table in the front .
yard w1th hot coffee beside us, and talked about gr.ouplng the red yucca

A 80 that‘lt would. lean ovelll-; the.:_l.ence andl f1llmg ln the mth smaller i

Ls«:»r;e‘:g,f‘v‘v.here toput a clump o'f is'um'ac -- Fall c616§," It 'v_vould be good‘”_ '
against the oldisvt'one Wall:o:n‘theL "wé,'s:j slde Of the offi-c._e. | And admlred |

the sldewalk made out‘of Sis‘tezidale ripple limestone that use'd_tb lie

along the shore of an 1n1and sea ages ago. : '

B ; And then in for lunch w1th Lyndon and A W and J'1rn1lu and Ja.ke

and the staff ~~m y favonte hamburgers and beans. o
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‘Lyndon has gained a little bit at the Ranch, but it is still a
m agnificent achievement -- from about 226 on Labor Day to the -
bottom low of 191 -- probably now 194 or so. And I have come from

‘a variable weight that sometimes reached 124 after a catfish dinner . :

at the Winters to 116, It's hard, but every’ compliment is:a bric’k:”‘
~in mywall of strenrg.th.

| .:’-we "talk'ed‘about the Park in Johnsoﬁ "City. | W,e.ha've .j‘s"tl‘,uc'k' ofﬁ't. i

A, W has A-.-- 1a gett1ng the adJommg nelghbor to cooperate in any way “
So che Pa.rk is reallp' a postage scafnp. e | =

| We dlscussed the poss;.tblhty of 11fe.us1ng the same amount of -
developnoent m o.rllefin.the pecan grove'alo.ngbthe liittle‘c:.:eek on the
P_;opeft;y ‘-wherv_e tv‘he.l-';s‘t:one' fo#tj vs‘f:and-s‘; | We ’j\;e‘ .‘just 'ajcqu'..i‘rne‘d it and do
‘n>0t ha;fe .tl—_led‘ee'c'l m 'hand, | bq_t a‘:':_e‘ almosc "'slire the’re‘ are ‘clli-fificul‘ti'es.- ‘

It is not as accessible as the little place in town. A street will be

‘built through from the boyhood home Straight on down into the pecan . .

~ grove, but that may be six months or two years. The fortwill be

. restolr'e\&,?- and maybe _tl.nev c.ono.rvni'SSary and log house behind it Yacqo.ired:
and restofed. ‘ .It; c‘oul'd b.e an infefes.tiog. complex of Te:;cas" .rancl_;:l life
his»tory in the 18'5va'5. " But £hat ie in the vfutur‘e. Aod life's ‘c:o.m.mitﬁment
and m,oojey% ie in the pixes‘ent‘.: V'VI‘hvey‘ 'want: édpoethiog to shéw By-nexp

Mi'ay'..' W;Hat_ is the wisest thing to do 2.
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Roy and Dick and A.W. and 1 rode mto Johnson C1ty and walked
all through the pecan grove - magn1f1cent trees -= d1scovered a lovely .
‘ cypre_s,g,': The creek is a disappointing dump however,“ and the,back_
f_ij'-)trards'of“. thestores and house/b'ét uniuvitiné prospeot'.i And éo.“we;',_ e
returuedito the Ranch with no decisiort, but’only'a Better understanding' :

©: - of the advantages and disadvantages. .

And nav;;’-'ti;'é'1ar'e fof davs ehd w-a:'s' oﬂ"us »all I sa1d goodbye to

' D1ck and Roy, and w1th Lyndon, chOppered over to A W. s w1th some

‘-:°f the 811'15- And“WeTVIdTOVG to .”3 Sprmgs'.'.,over, a roa.d - or'rather a

uon‘road frequently’ --; that 1t ovas unbehevable that a Lurcolh ’Cont1n.enta]’.‘
: 'cou41d -ttavigate And ﬁnally arrlved at the br1nk of a great bluff Beiow v? ’
i us; ‘the .P’edernales W1nd1ng, | aoross a w1de bed that was mostly a’ :sandbar.”' |
A W. and Lyndon and I got out and sat out ld ﬂ on the rocks.
dOn ut) lthe' river on our rlght the sunset SIO\x;ly faded through all the shadea:‘
: ‘-.‘of red It shows:that‘ §v1nter rs“commg on.. | Itfs’not the. great_ splaehy_
palate 'vof‘ a summer .‘s.un"\set_. » | i |
| Far belowusto the left the ri*I.rer ox‘x. the' r.a'p‘idsi.made a'steady, o
rhythr’ni.o- ﬂoi‘Se, And LyndOn talked about how when he was a 11tt1e 'boy

hey used to come on p1cn1cs to the Sw1mm1ng hole right under the bluff

i somewhere, close around.,, And I wish I could set out with_an.adventurous :
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-.f-'leave 1t packed unt11 he came. ) I hoped that the three Of us WOUId 1°°k’

, 1nausp1'c1ous beglnmng.- -And 'frorn face to fac_e around the circle I. read’

| .‘-‘not Lyndon'_sm:g;easant hands that Ihave so m’uch strength and 80 .
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I've been a river-runner on at least the Rio Grande and the Big Bend

' country, and maybe the Buffalo and maybe our own Pedernales. ‘

\ T .
L S PUPR -l

W ith tne/buas-row rabblt is in the brlar patch, for r1des or walks

'across thlS countryl But I wonder what it must be like for Marle '

. and'Vic‘kie and Ashton and Jim_ilu. L

- ﬁack'at the bRanch a‘ftei" 'dinne r, Ma'i-ie called 'rne in and I found

to rny shock that the Peter Hurd portralt had been unpacked and set up

to see. I had not 1ntended -- m fact I had told everybody I thought to '

‘at it together in the best 11ght at the best tlme. Thls was an_unplanned,

the m'v_eeve'age of disappo{intment.b I must confess 1did not like the back- |

ground i- ._not at all :_-v- too v_iolet.'.,., Noi"the figure. ‘And the hands were‘xb' -

. much fight in them. But I d1d llke the head The expressmn was ‘~_

vsearchmg, hopeful -~ there was an element of the noble in it.. But

- Lyndon could ‘ﬁnd nothing good about'it. v,,My heart was heavy. ‘ This :

.. thrust into history looked like it was doomed to failure.

I made a half dozen or so calls. One answering a call fronn__
Nellie Connally who is 1:ivingAit':'_'up at the GreenHouse -'-'Neirnan “MarCusv‘_' :

‘answer to Main Chance ~- and wanted me to comeé . up and join her.as . = -

she said, ”with 'a_ll the other fat ladies".v;f.She said,"_',_’Ingohn's got'meﬁ'
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" into this business for a.riother'fo"u_; years, I'm going to do some of "
the thiﬁgs I want to. ~So he‘re I a"m',-r and I've enrolled for a course in ' 
art at Laguna Gloria, and’I just love it." The fountain of youth bubbles

“in Nellie. It's wonderful to hear her so gay.




