
We slept until 7:00.  Lyndon said it was the best night he hadhad . And then we had  b r e a k fa s t  to g e th e r  and  got up and  w ent fo r  a  w alk  - -  

ju s t  the two of us - -  p a s t  the dam  and  on to the b ir th p la c e  and  the 

c e m e te r y  and  the schoo l w h e re  we c r o s s e d  to the spo t w h e re  Lynda 

a n d  Luc i w e re  a lw ays  p ick ed  up by  the school bus going in to  Jo h n so n  C ity  

d u r i n g  ou r  f i r s t  y e a r s  out h e r e .   And then b ack  p a s t  the c h u rc h  a lm o s t  

to the e n t r a n c e  - -  n e a r ly  th re e  m i le s  - -  ta lk ing  a l l  the w ay abou t th ings 

we w a n te d  to p la n t  o r  r e p a i r ,  o r  change a ro u n d  the Ranch. N e v e r  w il l  

a  h o m e  be f in ished ! \  ;

T he S e c re t  S e rv ic e  p icked  us  up with a  c a r ,  and  we d ro v e  up 

p a s t  the c e m e te r y  to s e e  the h an d so m e  new wrought ir o n  gate M r.  W e i g l  

h a s  m ad e  us  to m a tc h  the old  one that I  bought abou t 10 y e a r s  ago .

:And then b ack  a t  the R anch  in  t im e  to m e e t  Dick M y ric k  and  

R oy W hite.  We s p r e a d  M y r ic k 's  d e s ig n s  out on a  table in  the f ro n t  

y a r d  w ith  ho t coffee b es id e  u s ,  an d  ta lk ed  about grouping the r e d  yucca

so  tha t i t  w ould le a n  o v e r  the fence  and filling  in the c e n i z o  w ith  s m a l l e r  

c e n i z o ,  w h e re  to put a  c lum p of su m ac  - -  F a l l  co lo r .  It would be good 

a g a in s t  the old s tone w all  on the w e s t  s ide  of the office. And a d m ire d  

the s idew alk  m ad e  out of S is te rd a le  r ip p le  l im e s to n e  that u s e d  to l ie  

a lo n g  the sh o re  of an  in land  se a  a g es  ago .

And then in  fo r  lunch w ith  Lyndon and  A. W. an d  J im i lu  an d  Jak e  

an d  the s ta f f  - -  m y  fa v o r i te  h a m b u r g e r s  and  b ean s .
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Lyndon h a s  ga ined  a  l i t t le  b i t  a t  the R anch , bu t i t  is  s t i l l  a  

m a g n i f ic e n t  a c h ie v e m e n t  - -  f ro m  about 226 on L a b o r  Day to the - 

bo ttom  low of 191 - -  p ro b ab ly  now 194 o r  so . And I have  com e f ro m  

a  v a r ia b le  w eigh t th a t  s o m e t im e s  r e a c h e d  124 a f te r  a  c a tf ish  d in n e r   

a t  the W in te rs  to 116.  I t ' s  h a rd ,  b u t  e v e ry  co m p lim en t  is  a  b r ic k  

in  m y  w a l l  of s t r e n g th .  ■

We ta lk e d  about the P a r k  in  Johnson  C ity . We have  s t r u c k  out - -  

A. W . h a s  - - i n  ge tting  the ad jo in ing  ne ig h b o r  to c o o p e ra te  in an y  way.

So the P a r k  i s  r e a l ly  a  p os tage  s ta m p .  ^

We d i s c u s s e d  the p o s s ib i l i ty  of l ife  u s ing  the s a m e  am oun t of 

d ev e lo p m en t m o n e y  in  the p e c a n  g rove along the l i t t le  c r e e k  on the 

p r o p e r ty  w h ere  the s tone  fo r t  s tan d s .  W e've ju s t  a c q u i re d  it  an d  do 

not have the d eed  in  hand, bu t a r e  a lm o s t  s u re  th e re  a r e  d i f f ic u l t ie s .

It  i s  not a s  a c c e s s ib le  a s  the l i t t le  p lace  in town. A s t r e e t  w il l  be 

b u i l t  th ro u g h  f ro m  the boyhood h o m e  s t r a ig h t  on down into the  p e can  

g ro v e ,  b u t th a t  m a y  be s ix  m o n th s  o r  two y e a r s .  The fo r t  .will be 

. r e s to r e d ,  and  m aybe  the c o m m is s a r y  and  log house  beh ind  i t  a c q u i r e d  

an d  r e s t o r e d .  I t  could  be a n  in te re s t in g  com plex  of T e x a s  r a n c h  life  

h i s to r y  in  the 1850 's .  But tha t i s  in the fu tu re .  And l i f e ' s  c o m m itm e n t  

a n d  m oney  i s  in  the p r e s e n t .  T h ey  w an t som eth ing  to show by n ex t  

M a y .  What i s  the w is e s t  thing to do ?
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Roy an d  D ick a n d  A. W. and  I ro d e  in to  Johnson  C ity  an d  w alked  

a l l  th ro u g h  the p ecan  g rove - -  m ag n if icen t t r e e s  - -  d is c o v e re d  a  lovely  

c y p r e s s .   T he c r e e k  is  a  d isappo in ting  dum p h o w ev er ,  and the  b a c k  

y a r d s  of the s to r e s  and  house  a n  uninviting  p ro sp e c t .  And so w e 

r e tu r n e d  to the R anch  w ith  no d ec is io n ,  bu t only a  b e t te r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  

of the ad v an tag es  and  d is a d v a n ta g e s . A n d  n o w  t h e  l u r e  o f  

days  end w as  on u s  a l l .   I  sa id  goodbye to 

D ick  and  Roy, an d  w ith  Lyndon, ch o p p e re d  o v e r  to A. W . 's  w ith  so m e  

. o f  t h e  g i r l s .  And w e d ro v e  to "3 S p rin g s"  o v er  a  ro a d  - -  o r  r a t h e r  a   

n o n ro a d f re q u e n t ly  - -  tha t i t  w as unbelievab le  that a  L in co ln  C o n tin en ta l  

co u ld  nav ig a te .   And f ina lly  a r r i v e d  a t  the b r in k  of a  g r e a t  b luff .   B elow  '  ̂

• u s ,  the P e d e r n a l e s  w inding, a c r o s s  a  wide bed  that w as  m o s t ly  a  s a n d b a r .

. A. W. an d  Lyndon an d  I  got out and  s a t  out on the  ro c k s .

On up the r i v e r  on our r ig h t  the su n se t  slow ly faded  through  a l l  the  sh a d e s  

of r e d .   It shows th a t  w in te r  i s  com ing  on.  I t ' s  not the g r e a t  s p la s h y  

p a la te  of a  s u m m e r  su n se t .

F a r  be low  us  to the le f t  the r i v e r  on the r a p id s  m a d e  a  s tead y , 

rhy thm ic  n o ise .  And Lyndon ta lk ed  about how w hen he w as a  l i t t l e  boy  

they  u s e d  to com e on p icn ic s  to the sw im m ing  h o le  r ig h t  u n d e r  the bluff  

s o m e w h e re  c lo se  a ro u n d .   And I w ish  I  could  s e t  out w ith  a n  ad v e n tu ro u s  

f r i e n d  and  w alk  the  w hole c o u r s e  of i t  u n t i l  i t  e n te re d  the C o lo rad o .

I ' l l  n e v e r  be s a t i s f ie d  a f t e r  having  b een  down the Snake R iv e r  u n t i l
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I 'v e  b e e n  a  r i v e r - r u n n e r  on a t  l e a s t  the Rio G rande  and  the Big B end
■ ■ '■ I

c oun try ,  and  m ay b e  the Buffalo and  m ay b e  o u r  own P e d e r n a l e s !
 

W ith  m e,  " B ' r e r  ra b b i t  is  in  the b r i a r  p a tc h ", fo r  r id e s  o r  w a lk s  

a c r o s s  th is  c o u n try ! But I w o n d er  w hat i t  m u s t  be like  fo r  M a r ie  

an d  V ickie  and  A shton  and  J im ilu .

B ac k  a t  the R anch  a f t e r  d in n e r ,  M a r ie  c a l le d  m e in  and  I  found . 

to  m y  shock  tha t  the P e t e r  H u rd  p o r t r a i t  had  b een  unpacked  an d  s e t  up  

to s e e .   I  h ad  not in tended  - -  in fac t  I h a d  to ld  every b o d y  I  thought to , 

leave  i t  p ack ed  u n ti l  he c a m e .   I  hoped  th a t  the th re e  of u s  w ould  look   

a t  it to g e th e r  in  the b e s t  l ig h t a t  the b e s t  t im e .   T h is  w as an  unplanned , 

in a u sp ic io u s  beginning .  And f ro m  face  to face  a ro u n d  the c i r c l e   I  r e a d  

the m e s s a g e  of d isap p o in tm en t.   I m u s t  con fess  I d id  not l ike  the b a c k -

g ro u n d  - -  no t a t  a l l  - -  too v io le t .   N or the f ig u re .   And the h a n d s  w e re  

not L yn d o n 's  g n a r l e d ,  p e a s a n t  hands th a t  have so  m u ch  s t r e n g th  an d  so

m u c h  fight in  th em .  But I d id  like  the head .  The e x p re s s io n  w as  

s e a rc h in g ,  hopefu l - -  th e re  w as an  e le m e n t  of the noble in  i t .   But 

Lyndon could  find  nothing good about i t .   My h e a r t  w as  heavy .  T h is  

th ru s t  into h i s to r y  looked like  it  w as doom ed to fa i lu re .

I  m ad e  a  h a lf  dozen  o r  so c a l l s .  One a n sw e rin g  a  c a l l  f ro m  

N ellie  C onnally  who is  liv ing  i t  up a t  the G r e e n  H ouse - -  N e im an  M a r c u s ' 

a n s w e r  to M ain Chance - -  and  w an ted  m e to com e up and  jo in  h e r  a s  

she  sa id ,  "w ith  a l l  the o th e r  f a t  l a d ie s " .   She sa id ,  "If J o h n 's  got m e  
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in to  th is  b u s in e s s  fo r  a n o th e r  fo u r  y e a r s ,  I 'm  going to do so m e  of 

the th ings  I w an t to .  So h e r e  I am , a n d  I 'v e  e n ro l le d  fo r  a  c o u r s e  in  

a r t  a t  L agu n a  G lo r ia , and  I ju s t  love i t . "  The founta in  of youth  bubb les  

in  N e ll ie .   I t ' s  w onderfu l  to  h e a r  h e r  so gay.


