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© will be maﬁy shapes of mystery and -many things that God makes to be

path:there is whére no man sought.! So hath it happened hefe. |
_to the ‘R,a'.;'lvch to seek the permission of the President to marry. I,viv_"onder

. ;,dealz:.pe:"sonal llfeA frlend in,Aﬁst_in_}woa.s quoted, ’,-Pat!.s.ﬂ,f?thél_‘,iWa,-iS,‘_;,-' .

. Jim took over. And this was his blood bath
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It was one of those awful days that makes you'cling ‘tq‘ the words
- L / .b ’ 3 V ‘ V‘ . . . .- ‘ ‘l’ ’ - - " . : .
of Epicunes -- "Have conflde_n;:e. There is nothing terrible that lasts -

foi"ever or even for long.'" And to remembéf 'Euripidés' iiﬁes, "There -
past fear or hope. And the end men looked for cometh not. And a, .
' . The day began with an absolute ba.rria'géb of stories.on the radio;
' on the .t‘ele_rvisvionﬁ,‘ .‘Aazi;'d m _alI the he\}vspaper"s, ébouthLuéi and Pat. éo'ining B

-if the Govérnr;:fent of Russia had fa_ilen, _Wduld it havé b.‘een' blacked 6ﬁt. L

Such a ‘spate of Wor‘d:é'ah'd speculation about one little girl and her 6'\ajvn' L

, - . : T A P
b e R e by A b W N T 6 LW D Pty AP At thedye dny

irvxterviewbéd; -~ he handled it very well, Pat's friends 'were_-interviewed.
Poor Tim M-oye'rs' in his debut as Press Secretary was badgeréd and |

‘besieged with questions until 2:00 at night and waked "up again before -

' daylight. Billhad gone to Marshall to be with his father who has a

bleeding. uicer and is to b’e operated and is desperately serious. .‘An‘d

I

- Helen Thomas was the most'insatiable of a‘ll.‘ Lyndon said, ”Mjr

representative will have to talk to them twice a day. I want him to be as -

tru'thfulfés he‘can'.- I don't see how i'can'talk to them and then tell my
Pi:ess 'S.e“c::.'e_ta'ry that I have not. Iam just~going to wait until this dies

e
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down and at a quiet and appropriate time we'll talk.
It was as harrassing a day as [ ever remennber. It took
all the sturdiness and calnnness that everyone of us could call up

from the depths of our being.

Ranch and the Martin Ranch. I like them both so much -- picturesque,
able, sophisticated, but simple. They love so many of the things I do
including the land. And here we had to tell them that the President
did not like -- indeed hardly any one liked -- the portrait that Peter
had worked so hard on. There it laid, wrapped up in the office, while
everyone walked on tiptoes around it. So it wasn't exactly a relaxing

ride.
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Whe.n'v;re' got haok C,_o'nng’es'smar‘l Jack Brooks hed ﬂownb.in w1th .
: a frviehd,:, and dozene of‘ yellow rosee. ahd red roses for x‘ne_.fro_rhi"i’yler..
And we sat down fof lu'nch With tﬁvo yla'rge te.bies full of us '_; iucluding :
*.‘Lynda and Luc1 a.nd Pat a.nd .]'1m11u and B111 Wh1te --‘ down to work ou
catk book about Lyndon aud fore1gn e.ffan's And Je-sse and Don Thomas__'-.—- .‘
o ‘;‘a‘f_\.:'vaiting his turn _tofta'lk' business.. And the staif C e
o 'fhen after' lunch .._ unable to postpone'lt any longer becau.se the =

' .Hurds needed t° catch a pla.ne ba.ck to Albuquerque -~ we went 1nto the SRR

;
-"offlce -- Just the four of us -- and unvelled the portralt My sympathy ]
ﬁ 'bf o bvwas mostly fOr_. Peter. ‘ And'next, Vvery'much ;for’Ly'ndon,. because I ;

‘understood so well how the last two deys héfi}e ea_.‘ten'iut‘o' him about .- o P

-+ Luci and also about how he hates fo hurt somebody. . But he had to .

tell thero the: truth,and there ,was“:not’ d‘e_ally ~anj' oofnfoll;gahle way to '
; ,j:He:‘told i‘t qui-te".eivmolly. P‘etevr sdaid he'could.no't i‘mprove on the
head. 'H.eb fhought‘ the hea.dl wa.s é.e good as he oould d_o. _‘Whe_u‘ Lyhdoh’._
said he d_id.‘riot li\ke»the e).res, Peter made a good ce.se for the Ad‘ree‘myb .
expreesion_ in th_e"m‘.’ This. ’rrie.h wé.e 156ki£;'g off 'iuto vthe'._fu!':ur_e" '_‘-_ th.is R
'_ ‘rn"an had vj.sion " I did not 11ke the baokground -~ in fact‘no one dld _»-' .‘ |
‘ the.Sky that is. And th1s he sa.1d he could’ readlly- change and would
‘s) "':He was the fzrst h1m self to say tha.t the body and espec1ally the hands

- were no good tha.t he had not had enough 51ttmgs And that is qu1te

“ - true. , And that to pamt rea.lly good hands -~ and Lyndon s hands are a‘
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- very important part of him -~ it would take several »sittingé of an
‘ hour each"‘ No need to do it if the pictures" were to be made smaller '
And then there was the Capltol in the background My 1dea -= good s

allegory "Iam a Chlld of the Conoress, b Lyndon has sa1d That is j e

where he learned and that is where he came from. . And I st111 thmk

1t 1s a good 1dea, though I had in mmd a sort of dreamy, m1sty dome. -
L . This_,Peter is simply' not th_e artist_for, he'explained '. Some could

.‘b'ut he :couldn't. He is a realist in painting.“ And I d1d not 11ke the

.4.'.

. L
iy

It was a gruesomely uncomfortable 20 or 30 mmutes. 02‘-131:

©in thegmanner of any woman who feels her husband 1s atta_cked or his_ .

" ability attacked could hardly keep from showing that she was incensed.

' Peter was so nice, and my heart went out to him. And then'f

Lyndon insisted on asking Jimilu in andeilly'AWhite And both of them

sald many good th1ngs about 1t which all added up to though they llked

 'some. thmgs they d1d not thlnk the whole came off

so the flna_._lt. conclusmnwas that Peter would work on' the

background some more, reduce it in 8ize so as to omit the hands,

’and perhaps leave _]ust the Capltol dome l1ghted And then we would

look at 1t later

I went out to the car thh them and said goodbye - :hurt,",sorry o

and 1ncapable of handhng the S1tu.at1on w1th the grace, yet honesty, ‘ tha.t '

] f', 3

sde/ wdl“ !

(RN
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would give_ an air of ease for all my guests in our'ta_ng'led seame of
' troubvle's;‘. ‘And then I ﬂed}gathering up Lynda who is_often' my recours.e

in tirne ‘of trouble, and'Ashtonfand Dr. Young‘ and we > went down'to the .

guestrhouse, sat under the l1ve oak tree 1n the brlght autumn sun . L * B

and played brldge for an hour and half When I was dummy I wrote '

B ‘ notes, mcreasmg my httle stack for Ashton to mall to those personal

: frlend,s.)w.ho sen_t usv.flower.s -_or l_etters, or'-wn-es. R

Anlii thé_n,,about 5:0'0 i"gét I:hat'; é'ud'd'é"ﬁ ‘irnpe‘rativé"}hérssa;g“e ok o

the Pres1dent was‘gomg to the N1cholson place -- would 'I please Jo;n SR

L 'hn'r:.Z "I would And so he and I and Jesse and Don and A W. hehcoptered

o over and drove arOund over roads that wereA never meant to be traversed L

by anytlnng except a Jeep And 1t was sk111 and a m1ghty tu1t1ve force

by Whlch A W kept us from belng stuck We talked ranches and |

fence crews and upkeep on ‘the houses of the Nlcholson and cattle and .i
grass | And it was Lyndon s part of the dav, Just as lorldge had heen }
: i"fhen backatthe Ranch';;v‘e heard neWs vthla.ft Vickle.had' hada . . e
B W'rec:k".:‘i f}'-:.r»roublels "c'o'rne not .inulsrin‘gl'e “yfile butl’f1 battahons | i
Marlallen Jomed us for dlnner. B:ill White; .s_ornetimev'or‘.‘other‘

~ had had h1s chance to talk to Lyndon What' an ill-chosen'weeke'nd fo:é:

- o ) v creatwe, '1nte11ectual work‘ ,..And Luc1 and Pat told us they had watched

the .football gam_e ,tha.t was on TV' all a_fternoon. And I felt hke salutxng _'
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' . lyou use

- %raﬁtﬂ - my Vown.'rodm’, the _c»l._ays of ,'t}';.e 'éa_fly W.‘est,.' and a smailglass
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T'Jimilu.’a.,s,the one 'w“inner at”.the téble. : lInc.i.eévd.her mi'ssibn’i,s'al'most L
' accompli;héd -- té LYnddﬁ's complete satiSf.at‘:‘tioni and t;'o ﬁy adl;ni‘r.:at‘ion
B and t.q:all.. Who haﬂx;ér séeﬁ it, “ |
| A £éw moments bef.b'rg_i 900 I leé.néchl." 0v"e'1" to thos‘e-at; my"e‘nd” o
. of tﬁé table kn'o'wi'rvz.g tha.t I wais gomglntowatch v'flG”Linsmbké"' and éaid, L

"I hope ‘you will excuse mé.‘in'a;minut'vé.','“‘_hi_ﬂ‘a_\’}_é‘-ain engagement.". Luci
" scre\";v’é‘d up her expvi'e“Asive. 1'i_tt_1,é"‘fa.,c':e‘it{ arye smile and said,’ !"Caﬁldvﬁ't_ e

-another word ?'"- Thank heavens for the light touch. And so =

S e,

once more I fled for.-what Tony would call’ - ''Such solace i# the Cabin

c b

of d})ubbzihe't was a comfort tomy spirits. - °
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