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I t  w a s  a s  q u ie t  a  day  a s  I r e m e m b e r  a t  the  L B J  R a n c h .  I  w oke  

u p  e a r l y  - -  b e f o r e  7 :00 , b u t  L y n d o n  w a s  a l r e a d y  h av in g  te a  a n d  lo o k in g  . 

a t  the  p a p e r .  H e h a d n ' t  s le p t  w e l l .  He w a s  fe e l in g  low . I  f o r  one 

c e r t a i n l y  f e l t  l ik e  I  h a d  b e e n  th ro u g h  an  e m o t io n a l  w r i n g e r  - -  p u m m elled  

a n d  h a r r o w e d  a n d  q u e s t io n e d  a t  e v e r y  tu r n .  I  a m  f r u s t r a t e d  a n d  a n g r y  

b e c a u s e  I  f e l t  th e  r o m a n c e  of one young g i r l  w a s  f i r s t  o u r  p r iv a t e  

b u s i n e s s  a n d  s e c o n d  no  e a r t h - s h a k i n g  new s of s t a t e .  ‘

I  s l ip p e d  u p s t a i r s  a n d  c r a w l e d  in to  b e d  w i th  L y n d a  a n d  L u c i  

w h o  w e r e  s t i l l  so u n d  a s l e e p .  Such i s  the  r e s i l i e n c e  of you th . A nd  

we m u r m u r e d  s w e e t  s l e e p y  th in g s  to  e a c h  o th e r  an d  I  to ld  th e m  to b e  

s u r e  a n d  g e t  up  in  t im e  to m a k e  the p la n e  a t  9 :00 .  A nd  th en  I  d r e s s e d  

f o r  the  d a y .  T h i s  w a s  one  S u n d ay  w e  w o u ld n 't  b e  going  to  c h u r c h .   So 

i t  c o u ld  be m y  u s u a l  r a n c h  c lo th e s  - -  p a n ts  a n d  b o o ts .

I  h a d  a  cup  of co ffee  w i th  B i l l  W hite .  He is  go ing  to s c r a p  th is  

book . H e  c a n ' t  do i t  th is  w ay . Not enough  t im e  w ith  L yn d o n . H e ' l l  . 

p r o p o s e  a n o th e r  one . T h is  h a s  n o t  b e e n  the w e ek e n d  f o r  h i s t o r y .

He d o e s  n o t  s e e m  d i s t r e s s e d .  He th in k s  th e r e  a r e  p le n ty  o f  o th e r  

a p p r o a c h e s .  L y n d o n  s ta y e d  in  bed . A nd  e v e ry o n e  a s k e d  m e  to  s a y  

t h e i r  g o o d b y es  to h im .

F o r  J i m i l u  a t  l e a s t  i t  had  b e e n  a  s a t i s fy in g  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  v i s i t .   

I  l ik e  h e r  so  m u c h  a s  a  p e r s o n  a n d  a s  a n  a r t i s t .  W hen I h a d  h u g g e d  a n d

k i s s e d  a n d  s m i l e d  a n d  r e a s s u r e d  en o u g h  - -  the l a s t  p e r s o n  w a s  in  a n d
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the  p la n e  ta x ie d  o f f ,  f o r  m e  t h i s  w a s  a  d a y  to w a lk .   T h e  s u n  w a s

g lo r i o u s .  A nd  I w a lk e d  up  the  ru n w a y  t ry in g  to r e m e m b e r  w h e r e  

the T e x a s  s t a r  w e r e  p la n te d ,  w h e re  the  g r e a t  b la n k e t  of m ix e d  f l o w e r s  - -  

g a i l l a r d i a ,  w in e  cup , v e r b e n a ,  w i ld  p h l o x , e v e r y th in g .   T h e n  the b l u e - 

b o n n e t s  b e g a n .  I  lo o k e d  a t  the  y u c c a .  I w a s  p le a s e d .  T h e y  w e r e  l iv in g .  

T h e n  I  c a m e  b a c k  up  a r o u n d  b y  D a le 's  h o u s e ,  w a rn in g  th e m  a h e a d  of 

t im e .  I  s to p p e d  i n  f o r  a  cup  of c o f fe e .  I t  w a s  a  d e l ig h tfu l  h a l f  h o u r ,  ' 

a n d  th e y  to ld  m e  a b o u t  the  e x c i t in g  s o c ia l  l i fe  o f  S to n ew a ll .  T h e y  h a d  ' . 

c e l e b r a t e d  Ha l lo w e 'en  the  n ig h t  b e f o r e  w ith  a  b ig  d an ce  a t  the  gym   

p r e c e d e d  b y  a  c o c k ta i l  p a r t y  a t  L e n a 's .  I t  h a d  b e e n  a  c o s tu m e  a f f a i r  

o f c o u r s e .  A n d  D a le  a n d J e w e l  h a d  w on  (I h a d  a l r e a d y  h e a r d  th a t  f r o m  

the S e c r e t  S e rv ic e )  - -  sh e ,  d r e s s e d  in  h e r  w ed d in g  d r e s s ,  f iv e  m o n th s  

p r e g n a n t ,  and . D a le  in  h i s  tux, fo l lo w ed  by  M r .  H o d g es  w i th  h i s  s h o t  gun! 

A n d  th en  th e r e  w a s  a  m a n  who c a m e  a s  a  w o lf  w i th  a  v e r y  w o l f i s h  m a s k  

. on  to  w h ic h  h e  c o u ld  tw itc h  th e  n o s e  a n d  w in k  th e  e y e .   A nd  h e  h a d  a  

lo n g  a n d  e l a b o r a t e  t a i l  fu l l  of c o c k le  b u r r s  a n d  l e a v e s .   H e s a id  

h e  h a d  b e e n  ru n n in g  a c r o s s  the  c o u n try .   I t  t u r n e d  ou t h e  w a s  a  w ig  

m a k e r ,  a n d  th is  w a s  one of h i s  m a s t e r p i e c e s .

W ee z e  h a d  gone in  a  p o ta to  s a c k  th a t  p r o c l a im e d  on  the f r o n t ,

" I t  lo o k s  l ik e  a  p o ta to  s a c k ,  i t  f e e l s  l ik e  a  p o ta to  s a c k ,  i t  i s  a  p o ta to   

s a c k .  F o r  ev en in g  w e a r ,  a d d  e r m in e  a r o u n d  the  n e c k .   I t  s a v e s  m o n e y
■ ■ (/■■ .'.:V .V., ■

on  e x p e n s iv e  F r e n c h  m o d e l s . "  They h a d  h a d  an  h i l a r i o u s  t im e  a n d  d a n c e d

S ’
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u n t i l  a f t e r  2 :00  a n d  th en  h a d  a  b r e a k f a s t  a t  S im on  B u r g ' s  a n d  gone  

to  b e d  a b o u t  3 :00 .  J u s t  th in k  of w h a t  w e h a d  m is s e d !

D a le  a n d  I  d ro v e  a r o u n d  to  th e  c e m e t e r y  a n d  the  b i r t h p l a c e  

a n d  t a lk e d  a b o u t  w h e r e  to pu t out m o r e  b lu e b o n n e ts  - -  to  b e  s u r e  a n d  

l e t  the  f lo w e r s  a lo n g  the  fe n c e  ro w s  go to s e e d  b e f o r e  th e y  w e r e  

s h r e d d e d  - -  a n d  p u t t in g  ou t m o r e  y u c c a  w h e n  th e y  w e r e  d o r m a n t  

i n  D e c e m b e r  o r  J a n u a r y ,  a n d how  good the l i t t l e  m o t t s  o f  s u m a c  

w e r e  lo o k in g  a t  the  t u r n  of the  r o a d .

-And th en  b a c k  h o m e  a r o u n d  noon  I  found  L yndon  u p  a n d  h e  a n d 

L y n d a  r e a d y  to go f o r  a  l i t t l e  d r iv e .   So the t h r e e  of u s  d id , w i th  the 

top dow n, s i l e n t ,  b u t  c o m m u n ic a t in g  n e v e r t h e l e s s .  L y n d a ,  so  s w e e t  

a n d  a n x io u s  to h e lp  u s  out.   We h a d  a s k e d  D r .  A k in  to c o m e  a n d  h a v e  

a  l i t t l e  p r i v a t e  s e r v i c e .   A n d  we got b a c k  ju s t  a s  he  d ro v e  in  f o r  a  

b r i e f  p r a y e r  s e r v i c e ,  w ith  L y n d o n  a n d  J e s s e  a n d  L u c i  a n d  L y n d a  a n d  

me.  J e w e l  a n d  D a le  a n d  W eeze  c a m e  in  f o r  a  m o m e n t  a n d  a t te n d e d .

A nd  then  lu n c h .   How s m a l l  the  ta b le  lo o k s  w ith  on ly  s ix  o f  u s !   

A n d  th e n  L y n d o n  s a id  th a t  h e  w a s  going w i th  A. W. a n d  J e s s e  to the  

D a v is  R a n c h  - -  d id  I  w a n t  to c o m e .   I  d i d n ' t .   I  w a n te d  to be  w i th  

L y n d a  a n d  p la y  b r id g e .   And I  w an t  h im  to l e a r n .   He l e f t  a n d  w e  s a t  

in  the  f r o n t  y a r d  - -  th e  M a le c h e k s  jo in e d  u s .  A nd  ju s t  a s  w e  w e r e  

g e t t in g  in to  the  g a m e ,  up  d ro v e  L u c ia .  '

I 'v e  b e c o m e  v e r y  fond  o f h e r  th i s  l a s t  y e a r  s in c e  w e 'v e  b e e n
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w o r k i n g  on the  h o u s e s  t o g e th e r .  But I w as  n e r v o u s l y  p a t t ing  m y  foot 

w a i t in g  to ge t  on w i th  the b r id g e  g a m e  while  she  told us i

W«B»®

J
And then  we h a d  two o r  t h r e e  good h an d s  when  she  l e f t .  And 

th e n  the P r e s i d e n t  c a l l e d  - -  w ould  Lynda  and  I  jo in  h im  a t  the W e s t  

?
R a n c h .  W e w o u ld .  We can n o t  s ay  "no"  fo r  long.  At the end  of the  

h a n d  w e  j u m p e d  in to  the  h e l i c o p t e r  and  f lew  to the  W e s t  R a n c h .  But

»
no jLyndon. T h e  S e c r e t  S e r v ic e  s a id  they would  c o m e  by c a r ,  a r r i v i n g  

in  a b o u t  10 m i n u t e s ,  I  w a lk ed  down the  runw ay  and  s aw  e x a c t l y  wha t  

I  w a n t e d  o u r  r u n w a y  to be  - -  c lu m p s  of su m ac ,  c r i m s o n  a n d  s c a r l e t  

a n d  g r e e n / ^ n  e a c h  a ide the m o u n ta in s  r i s i n g  in  the  d i s t a n c e .  If on ly  

I  c a n  ge t o u r s  in  two y e a r s  to look  l ike  th is  in N o v e m b e r .  S t i l l  no 

L yndon ,  so we s t a r t e d  w a lk in g  down the r o a d  a s  f a r  a s  the  o ld  s tone  

f e n c e  - -  p e r h a p s  a  m i l e  o r  so f r o m  the  a i r p o r t .  And then  A. W. ' s  

L i n c o l n  d r o v e  up  b e h in d  u s .  It had  m a d e  a  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  cu t .  T hey  

h a d  g o t ten  l o s t .  T h e y  w e r e  s o r r y .  What  d id  it m a t t e r .  T o d a y  i s  ju s t  

f o r  the l e v e l in g  out of e v e r y b o d y ' s  f e e l in g s .  VV̂e d r o v e  and  lo o k e d  a t  

d e e r .  It w a s  p e ac e fu l .  T h e n  we s a i d  goodbye to Lynda  a t  the West 

a i r s t r i p .  She w en t  h o m e  to the U n iv e r s i t y  in the l i t t l e  "H ew e y " .

Such a  c o m f o r t i n g ,  m a r v e l o u s  child .  And J e s s e  an d  Lyndon  and  I

v' - : .  '
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h e l i c o p t e r e d  h o m e.  J u s t  a s  w e  go t off the  p la n e  J e s s e  s a id ,  "D id  

h e  e v e r  ta lk  to L u c i ? "   And I s a id ,  "N o, no t a t  a l l " .   And h e  s a id ,

" W e ll ,  s p e a k in g  f r o m  e x p e r ie n c e  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you w h a t to do, b u t  I 

c a n  te l l  you  w h a t  no t to do - -  d o n ' t  r e f u s e  to t a lk  a b o u t  i t .   T h a t ' s  the 

w a y  I  d id , a n d  i t  d id n ' t  w o rk ."  I  h o p e d  h e  w ou ld  sa y  th is  to L y ndon .  

He d id .   I  do no t know  w ith  w h a t  i m p r e s s i o n .   

We w a lk e d  in , h a d  d in n e r  - -  j u s t  the  fo u r  of u s  - -  the  s m a l l e s t  

a n d  q u i e t e s t  c ro w d ,  the  q u i e t e s t  d a y  a t  th e  L B J  R an c h  I  c a n  r e m e m b e r  

in  a  l o n g  t i m e .   

A nd th e n  I c a l l e d  L u c i .   A ll  w a s  w e l l  w ith  h e r .  I t  w a s  H a l low e 'en . 

W h a t  h a d  sh e  d o n e ?   Why, o f  c o u se ,  sh e  h ad  pu t on h e r  r u b b e r  m a s k

■ . \ v  ^

a n d  a  c o s tu m e  a n d  sh e  a n d  P a t  h a d  gone t r i c k  o r  t r e a t i n g !   She s a id ,  

" Im a g in e  how  I  f e l t ,  M o m m a ,  w hen  I w a lk e d  in to  a  g r e a t  b ig  D ru g  F a i r .

A nd  th e  P r e s s  h a d  b e e n  fo llow ing  m e  a l l  d ay  long .  And no t a  so u l  

k n ew  w ho I w a s ."  W hat a  p e r f e c t  end  f o r  the day  f o r  L u c i .   A nd one 

o b v io u s  en d  - -  H a l lo w ee n ,  w e a r in g  a  m a s k ,  w h a t  e l s e ?

I t  w a s  a  s e n s ib le  r e l e a s e  f r o m  e m o t io n a l  tu r m o i l ,  a n d  I  w e n t  

to  b e d  f e e l in g  m u c h  b e t t e r  a b o u t  the  w ho le  th ing .

T h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  b o o k  r e v ie w  in  the  T r ib u n e  B ook  W eek  of 

M r s .  J o h n s o n 's  f a m i ly  a lb u m .   I t  w a s  d e v a s ta t in g .   T he  r e v i e w e r  

w a s  a wo u ld -b e  s o p h i s t i c a te .   I  su p p o se  h e  c l a s s e s  h i m s e l f  a s  a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l   

who d o e s n ' t  ta k e  i t  f o r  the  s im p le  family a lb u m  C h r i s t m a s  g if t  th a t  i t  i s .
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H e s a y s  i t  i s  "m i ld ly  i n t e r e s t i n g  in  p r a i s i n g  the  P a r s o n s ,  p l a n t e r s ,  

s o l d i e r s ,  c a t t l e  m e n ,  f r o n t i e r s m e n  a n d  m e m b e r s  of the F i r s t  F a m i l y

t r e e " - -  th a t  "the  P r e s i d e n t ' s  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l e t t e r  too g e n e r o u s ly  p r o m i s e s
  

b e a u t i f u l  p r o s e ".  A nd th en  h e  g o e s  on to say ,  " O nly  a  m o t h e r ' s

lo v e  c o u ld  p r o m p t  the  a u t h o r ' s  p r o s e  in  r e c a l l i n g  h e r  f a m o u s  s o n 's

 b i r t h . " H ay in g  f in i s h e d  h e r  d e s c r ip t i o n ,  he  s a y s ,  " We a r e  n o t  to ld

w h eth er a  s tar r o se  in the E a s t . "  H e g o es  on to  m a k e  an allu s io n  to

" the  S am m y  G l i c k  of  th e  p r a i r i e ".   One th ing  th a t  I  though t w a s  r a t h e r

p e r c e p t i v e  th o u g h  -- h e  u n d e r s t a n d s  that line of Mr s . J o h n s o n 's  a b o u t  

L y n d o n 's  r e a d i n g  w h e r e  she  s a y s ,  " P a y in g  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t io n  to th e  o n e s

th a t  r e a l l y  h a p p e n e d " ,  i s  a  good d e s c r i p t i o n  of L y ndon .  He rec a l l s  in  f a c t

" No m o r e  d e fin i t iv e  l in e  of J o h n s o n  i s  in  p r i n t ."  A nd then  m a n a g e s   ^

h i m s e l f  to en d  u p  on  a  n o te  of s e n t i m e n t  d e s c r ib in g  how  L yndon  h a d  -

d o n a te d  $ 4 ,0 0 0  to the  Sam  R a y b u r n  L i b r a r y  F u n d  " In m e m o r y  of

m y w o n d e r fu l  M o t h e r . "   "L y n d o n  J o h n s o n 's  t e a r s ,  m o v in g  eu lo g y ,

■ a n d  the t r e m o r s  in  h i s  v o ic e  th a t  d ay  w e r e  r e a l .   P h i l ip  W iley  m ig h t

n o t  a p p r o v e ,  b u t  i t  i s  a w fu l ly  h a r d  to k n o c k  a  guy f o r  b e in g  th a t  k ind

of M o m m a 's  boy ."  Oh w e l l ,  I  g u e s s  w e ' l l  h a v e  to h a v e  s o m e  s u c h

r e v i e w s  f r o m  the  g lo s s y  s o p h i s t i c a t e s .   I  hope  I 'm  the on ly  one w ho

r e a d s  the  "B o o k  R e v ie w "  p a g e s .

I  IITiiTilll-ifeMia




