
It w a s a co m p le te  d ep artu re from  our days of q u iet. John

G roun ou sk i and  h is  fa m ily  w e re  co m in g  down for  him  to be sw orn  in  

a s  A m b a ssa d o r  to P oland .  And L a rr y  O 'B rien  to be sw orn  in  a s  

P o s tm a s te r  G en era l in  fron t of the Hye s to r e . 

But the m orn ing dawned g ra y  and m is ty .  The plane w ould  not 

be ab le  to land  at the R anch.  T hey w ould have to land at B e r g s tr o m  

and d r iv e  out.  That w ould  en ta il m o re  than an h o u r 's  d e lay .

And th ere  w e re  the 50 or so  n ew sp ap er peop le  a r r iv in g  a t  

' our door in  a  few  m in u te s .  What w ill  w e do w ith  them ?  W ait in  

the c a r s ?  C offee  in  the hangar?  We fin a lly  d ec id ed  that w e w ould  

open  the d o ors and a sk  them  in  out of the ra in  - -  what e l s e ?  So w e  

red u ced  the s iz e  of the d in ing room  tab le to the s m a lle s t  i t  w ou ld  

go, sh oved  it  a g a in s t  the w indow , the c h a ir s  a g a in st the w a ll, put 

out two en orm ou s u rn s of co ffee  and a stead y  strea m  of c o o k ie s  

tr a v e le d  from  oven  to p la tter  to tab le .

L y n d o n  c o n d u c te d  a  tour of the r o o m s .  E lo is e , H om er and I

m o v ed  from  group to group ch attin g .  And fin a lly  11:00 a r r iv e d , 

b rin g in g  the W ashington v is i to r s .

F i r s t ,  John G rounousk i w as sw orn  in, standing in fro n t of the 

f ir e p la c e , w ith  h is  w ife  b e s id e  h im .  And H om er, v e r y  d ig n ified , w ith  

so n o ro u s  v o ic e , a d m in is te r in g  the oath .   ; ; ;

Lyndon rea rra n g ed  the two d arlin g  G rounouski ch ild ren  - -  Ju lie  

and Stacey  - -  "Now w a it a m in u te .  L e t 's  get th ese  ch ild ren  in  h e r e .  
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G et under that B ib le  so  you w il l  be in  the p ic tu re ."

He in v e s te d  the o c c a s io n  w ith  sp e c ia l s ig n if ic a n c e , p red ic tin g  

that Ame r ica n  r e la t io n s  w ith  E a ster n  E urope a r e  b r igh t w ith  hope  

and d is c lo s in g  that h e  planned to m ake so m e d ip lom atic  ap p oin tm en ts  

in  the c o m in g  m onths c a lcu la ted  to g iv e  the w orld  a true p ic tu re  o f

th is  cou n try .

H e p r a is e d  John G roun ou sk i, sa id  he w a s fo llo w in g  in  the fo o t - 

s te p s  of Ju s t ic e  G old berg in  taking on th is new a ss ig n m e n t and sa id  

h is  m is s io n  i s  to b u ild  new  b r id g e s , h ot ju st to P olan d , but to the  

peo ple of E a ste r n  E urope.  "He c a r r ie s  w ith  him  not on ly  the o ff ic ia l  

 p a p ers  of an A m b a ssa d o r , but m y  g rea t p e r so n a l co n fid en ce  a s  w e ll."  

 I cou ld  f e e l  that he w anted to m ake it s p e c ia l fo r  G roun ou sk i 

b e c a u se  to le a v e  a C abinet P o s t  for an A m b a ssa d o rsh ip  of l e s s  than  

the h ig h e s t  rank cou ld  w e ll be c o n s id e re d  a step  down.  But G roun ou sk i 

i s  doing it  w ith  en th u sia sm  and g r a ce .

A nd then w e a l l  p iled  into c a r s  and drove to Hye w h ere  the 

P o s t  O ffice  i s  in  a s to r e  w ith  the red , w hite  and g reen  g in g erb rea d  

tr im  that Doug K iker d e s c r ib e s  a s  so  a u th en tica lly  a  g e n e r a l s to r e  

that it  cou ld  s e r v e  a s  a m o v ie  se ttin g .

T he n ex t hour w as d e lic io u s ly  funny - -  n o sta lg ia  w ith  a c a p ita l 

"N " .   As one n ew sp ap er  m an w ro te: " P r e s id e n t  Joh n son 's spun c r a c k e r - 

barrel s to r ie s  w h ile  cow s b e llo w ed  b e s id e  the highw ay and c ity  b oy  

, 7 ----------------------------------------------------------------:---------



o

L aw ren ce  O 'B rien  jo in ed  the C abinet a s  P o s tm a ste r  G en era l in  a  h o m e -  

spun, fr o n t-p o r ch  cerem o n y  at a country  s to r e  and P o s t  O ffice ."

A c r o s s  the s tr e e t  w as the old  gin  w h ere  Lyndon had jum ped  

in to  the co tton  and in an adjoining f ie ld  he had p layed  b a s e b a ll  w ith  

the nine D eike b r o th e r s .  One o f the b r o th er s , L ev i, i s  the cu rren t

P o s tm a s te r . 

A s m an y  o f u s  a s  co u ld  g a th ered  on the p orch  for the sw e a r in g -  

in  w h ich  a m a z in g ly  in clu d ed  the lin e  w h ere  the P o s tm a s te r  Ge n e r a l  

p r o m is e s  to handle a l l  m on ey  fa ith fu lly  and p ro p er ly .

Lyndon began  h is  sp e ec h  by say in g  that th is w as w h ere  he 

had m a iled  h is  f i r s t  le t te r  54 y e a r s  ago to h is  G randm other.  And that 

L a rr y  O 'B rien  w a s going out to try  to find  that le t te r  and d e liv e r  i t !   

"T his l i t t le  co m m u n ity " , he sa id , " r ep re sen ts  to m e the e a r l ie s t  

r e c o lle c t io n s  o f the A m e r ica  that I knew w hen I w as a lit t le  boy."  

"It w as a land of fa r m s  and ra n ch es and people who depended on th ose  

fa r m s  and ra n ch es  for  a liv in g .  And that w orld  is  changing.  But the 

p r ic e  of p r o g r e s s  m u st not be two A m e r ic a s  - -  one ru ra l and one 

urban , or one n orth ern  and one sou th ern , or one P r o te s ta n t and one  

C ath o lic .  L a r r y 's  com in g  h e r e  today", Lyndon sa id , " rem in d s a l l  o f  

u s in  Am  e r ic a  that the la r g e  and the s m a ll a r e  eq ua lly  the c o n c er n  of 

th e ir  G overnm ent and of u s a l l ."  He sa id  that he knew that Larry- 

u n d erstood  B o sto n , but he w anted to m ake su re  that he a ls o  got th e  
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fe e lin g  and the u n d erstan d ing  and the com m on  touch of Hye a s  w e ll .

In the l i t t l e  crow d  that had ga th ered  in front of u s , a baby  

b abbled  e v e r y  few  m o m en ts , a huge c a ttle  truck ro a red  by, and one  

or two ca r  lo a d s  o f su r p r ise d  p a s s e rsby p u lled  o v er  to the s id e  of 

the road  and got out to s e e  w hat w as going on h e r e .

When i t  w a s o v er  Lyndon sa id , " L et's  a l l  go in s id e  and have  

so m e  c h e e s e  and c r a c k e r s ."   And then w as m y d isapp ointm en t m om en t  

w h en  I did not find the b ig  w h ee l o f c h e e s e  under a round b ox  that I w as  

ex p ectin g .  B ut in stea d  V e lv ee ta  and c r a c k e r s  w rapped  in  w axed  p ap er.  

In h is  s to r y  Doug K iker sa id  that the cerem o n y  p roved  to be  

b oth  c h a r m in g  and ap p rop ria te  and every o n e  had fu n  b e s id e s .  
  vvx.. _ . . .

I  m ad e su re  that M rs . D eike and M rs. G lidden, co v er in g  it  for  

the Johnson C ity  "R ecord  C ourier"  m e t the s ta r s  of the day.  A nd  

w h en  ev ery b o d y  had shaken  hands a ll  around, I took E lva  O 'B rien  

and M ary  G roun ou sk i and th eir  fa m ilie s  and w e drove b ack  by the h ou se  

w h ere  Lyndon w a s  b orn .  And then to the Ranch fo r  bloody m a r y s  and  

b e e r  and p r e se n t ly  i n to lunch.  I w as proud o f  the dinner tab le - -  our 

M e x ic a n  d ish e s  and am b er  g la s s e s .   And the en ch ila d a s  I've b een  

d rea m in g  of s in c e  I s ta r ted  to red u c e — c h il i  and p in tos and ta m a le s .

B il l  M o y ers ca m e  in  w ith  B il l  L a w ren ce , C a ss ie  M ackie and John 

.  
r  P o m pkr e t  who jo in ed  u s for  lu nch in  th e overflow in g  room .
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I had John G rounou sk i on m y  le f t  and enjoyed  v e r y  m uch h ea r in g  

him  ta lk  about P oland  and how it  s e r v e s  a s  a so r t of l is te n in g  p o st  

fo r  w h at's  go ing on in  R ed  C hina. T h ey  r ec o g n iz e  R ed China  

and they r e c o g n iz e  u s . And e v e r y  few  m onths th ere  is  a con fron ta tion  

b etw een  the R ed C h in ese  and the A m b a ssa d o r  and the A m erica n  

A m b a ssa d o r  w hich  i s  a unique opportunity to try  to p ie r c e  the w a ll  

o f s i le n c e  b etw een  u s . • '

He i s  studying P o lish . H is background a s  an  e c o n o m is t  

h e ig h ten s  h is  e x c item en t a t th is  job.

B ut our g u e s ts  had b een  up s in c e  about 5:00 T ex a s  t im e , and  

th ey  w e r e  a n x iou s to s ta r t the r id e back .

So a s  soon  a s  lunch w a s  o v e r , w e w ent out to the a ir s t r ip  to 

b id  them  goodbye.

And then Lyndon got E lo is e  and H om er, B il l  L aw ren ce  and  

C a s s ie  a n d  me in the ca r  w ith the top down. The ra in  had stopp ed  but 

the sk y  w a s lo w er in g . And w e d rove around o v er  the Dantz p la c e , 

got stu ck  in a draw  and it  took the m u sc le s  of two or th ree  S e c r e t  S e r v ic e  

m en  and c o n s id e ra b le  sk ill  on L yndon’s p art a s  d r iver to g et u s ro a r in g  

up the o p p o site  s lip p er y  bank - -  m in u s I am su re  a part of the u n d er - 

pin n in gs of the c a r .

B a ck  a t the, h ou se  I w ent in  for  a nap.  T h is  m orn in g I had s lep t  

u n til 8 :00 .  It's  odd that in  th is q u iet p er iod  n e ith er  Lyndon o r  I have

ll lllilll Till ilii li ■■ i.i ' i ■. ..i . IM W rf . 11 ■ «rli.  »ITMilli r*liim iill«l<t-«lll«««»«
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s le p t  v e r y  w e ll .   T h is w as the la te s t  and the b e s t  I had s le p t  s in c e  

a r r iv in g .

  I had a sh ort nap and then ta lk ed  to Lynda and to L u c i, s ig n e d  

m a il  and w rote  n o te s .

And then w ent in  the liv in g  room  and l i t  the f ir e ,  m y  m o s t  

d e lig h tfu l com p an ion . : : v !

L yndon  had had a  long d r ive  w ith  B il l  M oyers  an d the t h r e e ' : 

n ew sp a p er  p eo p le . And he brought them  in  fo r  dinner - -  r e la x ed , 

com p an ion ab le  - -  everyb od y  in  a good humor^-^ ’ '

in  d is c u s s in g  fo r e ig n  a f fa ir s , he sa id  to one of them  - -  P o m p ret  

I b e lie v e  - -  "The truth o f the b u s in e ss  i s  that th is  cou n try  i s  in  trou b le  

b e c a u se  w e cannot m ake th in gs any lo n g er  b ig g er  and b e tter  than o th er  

c o u n tr ie s . We have put G erm any and Japan back  in  b u s in e s s  and  

th ey  a r e  s e ll in g  th e ir  h ead s off, "

At d inner w hen Lyndon saw  the spinach com e in , brought by the 

F ilip in o  w a ite r , he gave a g r im a ce  and sa id , "Do I have to ea t that 

stu ff a g a in ? "   B y  h is  own o r d e r s  he h a s  b een  having it  two m e a ls  

e v e r y  day. The l it t le  F ilip in o  w a ite r , a ffab le  and an xiou s to p le a s e ,  

but not u n d erstan d ing  m uch E n g lish , h a s t ily  grabbed it  up and sa id , 

" T ap ioca?"   We a l l  r o a red  w ith  la u gh ter .  One w ord I am  su r e  th ey  

a re  lea rn in g  from  th eir  sojou rn  w ith  L y n d o n , and that is  " T ap ioca" .  

: L yndon's s e s s io n  w ith  new sp ap er p eop le  - -  the s e s s io n s  that
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h e 's  had - -  have b een  v e ry  long and re la x ed  o n es ind eed .

It w a s  an e a r ly  n igh t. I w a s g lad  to end th is  fu ll day b y  10:30.

/*
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