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I t ' s  s t i l l  a  g r a y  a n d  c h e e r l e s s  day . T h e  m o rn in g  w a s  s p e n t  

m o s t l y  on  the  te le p h o n e  a n d  w o rk in g  w i th  m a i l ,  the P r i n c e s s  M a r g a r e t  

l i s t ,  a  l i t t l e  d ic ta t in g  to  A sh to n , ta lk in g  w i th  L y n d a  a b o u t  h e r  t r i p  to 

H o u s to n .  She w i l l  s t a y  w ith  D ian a  a n d  B i l l  Hobby.

L y n d o n  i s  h a v in g  Bob T h o m p so n  of the L o s  A n g e le s  p a p e r  fo r  

a  l e n g th y  in te r v ie w .  B ob  p la n s  to w r i t e  a  b o o k  on  h im .

L u n c h  w ith  Bob a n d  A. W. a n d  J a k e  a n d  M a r ie  a n d  Gin ny  a n d  

A sh to n .   A nd t h e n  one of the  h ig h p o in ts  of the  day  - -  L e o n a r d  G o ld e n s e n  

c a l l e d  m e a n d  s a id  he h a d  ju s t  s e e n  o u r  m o v ie  on "B e a u ty  in  W ash in g to n ' 

a n d  h e  w a s  so p r o u d  to  h a v e  done  i t .  E i th e r  he  i s  a g r e a t  a c t o r  o r  e l s e  

h e  i s  r e a l l y  p l e a s e d  w ith  i t .  I  f e l t  in f la te d  a n d  d e l ig h te d  . I  d e c id e d  

■ I  w o u ld  a s k  J o h n  a n d  H e le n  J e a n  S econ d a ri to  f ly  down a s  L e o n a r d  h a d  

s u g g e s t e d  a n d  l e t  u s  h av e  a  lo o k  a t  i t .

A nd th e n  I  l e f t  w i th  L yndon  a n d  A. W. and. Bob T h o m p s o n  in  the 

m i d d l e  of the  a f t e r n o o n  f o r  h o u r s  of r id in g  a r o u n d  on the M a r t i n  an d  

the Dan^z R a n c h .  M r .  E a r l y  i s  p u t t in g  in  new  r o a d s .  Ju d g in g  b y  the  

d r i e d  s e e d  h e a d s  i t  m u s t  h a v e been a  s e a  of w ild  f lo w e r s  l a s t  S p r in g  a n d  

• e a r l y  s u m m e r .  F o r  the  f i r s t  t im e  now we a r e  s e e in g  the i n t e r i o r  o f  i t  

w i th  the  r o a d  b e in g  o p en ed  up . T h e  f ie ld s  w e r e  c o v e r e d  w ith  a  y e l lo w  

S c o tc h  b r o o m .  A nd u n d e r n e a th  the  l iv e  oak s  e v e r y  now a n d  th e n  w e 

c o u ld  c o m e  u p o n  a  lo v e ly  c lu m p  of p u r p le  a s t e r s .



MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O N

T h u r s d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  4, 1965 P a g e  2

CD

L y n d o n  w a n ts  to put a  d e e r  p ro o f  fe n c e  a r o u n d  a  l a r g e  p a r t  of 

i t ,  c l e a r  o u t the  d e a d  w ood a n d  s m a l l  t r e e s  to open  i t  up  a  b i t ,  m a y b e  

p u t  in  a  few  l i t t l e  copper d a m s  in  a  c r e e k  th a t  r u n s  th ro u g h  i t  a n d  m a k e  

i t  a  p a r k - l i k e  sh o w p lac e  - -  the  c l o s e s t  one to the  m a in  R a n c h .  I t  h a s  . 

m a n y  of the  i n g r e d i e n t s.

A s  w e  ro d e  a l on g . Bob T h o m p so n  k e p t  a s k in g  h im  q u e s t io n s .  . '

" W h a t  do you th in k  i s  the  g r e a t e s t  s in g le  a c h ie v e m e n t  of y o u r  two 

y e a r s  in  o ff ice  ?'• L y n d o n  a n s w e r e d .  " T h e  a t t e m p t  to  i n j e c t  r e a l i s m  , 

in to  o u r  f o r e ig n  p o lic y ;  to  m a k e  a c h ie v in g  r e s u l t s  a  c r i t e r i o n  in  '

ju d g in g  o u r  f o r e ig n  p o l ic y .  I t  j u s t  w o n ' t  b e  a  o n e -w a y  s t r e e t .  I t ' s  

go t to  w o r k  f o r  u s  a s  w e l l  a s  for . t h e m . " A nd to the d o c to r s  re  M e d ic a r e :  .

" I  w i l l  n o t l e t  you go. Y ou h a v e  done  too m u c h  f o r  m e .  You h a v e  s a v e d  

m y  l i f e . "  A n d  so he  t a lk e d  to  .them  a n d  ta lk e d  to  them  an d  t a lk e d  to th e m . 

M a y b e  f in a l ly  now, the  c o u n t r y  - -  e v e n  the d o c to r s  - -  hav e  sw a llo w e d  

M e d i c a r e .

A nd th e n  h e  m a d e  a  s u r p r i s i n g  s t a t e m e n t  - -  " O n e - te n th  of e v e r y th in g  

w e g ro w  in  th is  c o u n t r y "  (m ean in g  food  a n d  f i b e r s )  " g o e s  to I n d i a  a n d  

P a k i s t a n , f r e e . " I  a m  s t i l l  w o n d e r in g  i f  I  h e a r d  h im  c o r r e c t l y .  A b o u t 

de G au lle  - -  " I  j u s t  s te p  out of the b a t t e r ' s  box  w hen  he th ro w s  one a t  

m e .  " ;

F r o m  th e  M a r t i n  an d  the Dant z R a n c h e s ,  w e  w e n t  o v e r  to the  L e w is  ; 

a n d  the H a r t m a n  a n d  c o n t in u e d  d r iv in g  a n d  d r iv in g .  P r e s e n t l y  w e a p p r o a c h e d

„ n  ■ I ' B i i j I
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the  H a r tm a n  H o u se  - -  L y n d o n 's  own p o v e r ty  p r o j e c t .  Two r o o m s  h e 's  

b e e n  b u i ld in g  on  a r e  n e a r in g  c o m p le t io n .  One l a r g e  one  f o r  the  s ix  

H a r t m a n  b o y s  an d  a n o th e r  f o r  the m o t h e r  a n d  f a th e r .  T he  p r e s e n t  

b e d r o o m  w i l l  be  f o r  th e  fo u r  H a r t m a n  g i r l s .

- We s to p p ed , .  a n d  L yndon  e n g a g e d  M r .  H a r t m a n  in  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  

" B e  s u r e  a n d  g e t  a l l  t h o s e  b o y s  a f t e r  s c h o o l  a n d  on S a tu rd a y s  to c le a n in g  

u p  a r o u n d  the  p la c e ,  p la n t in g  th a t  g r a s s .  W e 'v e  go t to  m a k e  i t  lo o k  ' - 

■ g o o d . "  • ■ ;v/-

' A nd  th e n  w i th  th a t  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s o r t  of f r a n k n e s s  he  c a n  m a n a g e  

w i th  p e o p le  w h ic h  e v e ry b o d y  e l s e  w ou ld  sh y  a w ay  f r o m ,  h e  a s k e d  

M r .  - H a r tm a n  i f  h i s  wife  h a d  b e e n  tak in g  p i l l s .   Y e s , ■,s h e  h a d .   "How 

long?"  E v e r  s in c e  th e i r  l a s t  c h i ld  h a d  b e e n  b o rn .   "W ell ,  now t h a t ' s  , 

w o n d e r fu l .  Now y o u 'v e  go t ten  c h i l d r e n  — now d o n ' t  you th in k  t h a t ' s  , 

e n o u g h ? "  M r .  H a r t m a n  r e p l ie d ,  " M r .  Jo h n so n , I w ou ld  no t b e  w o r th  

a n y th in g  w i t h o u t  c h i ld r e n .  I  j u s t  lo v e  c h i l d r e n . "

A c tu a l ly ,  w h a t  lo o k s  l ik e  d i s a s t e r  to m a n y  of th o s e  of u s  f r o m  

o u t s id e -- h a v in g  10 c h i ld r e n  in  a  h o u s e  th a t  a c tu a l ly  h a d  b e e n  a b o u t  t h r e e  

r o o m s  a n d  a  b a th ro o m  -- w a s  q u ite  d i f f e r e n t  to h im  a s  he  l iv e d  it!   B u t 

I  c o u ld  no t f o r g e t  h i s  w ife  a n d  h e r  l i s t l e s s  e y e s  a n d  b lo o d le s s  f a c e .

A s  w e  k e p t  r id in g ,  L yndon  sp o k e  o f J a n ua r y .  " I  h a v e  go t to  ; - 

h a v e  a  lo t  of h o r s e p o w e r  in  J a n u a r y .  "
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I  f e l t  w i th  a  s m a l l  s ta b  how  m u c h  I  w o u ld  m i s s  th e s e  d a y s  of 

q u ie t  w h en  i t  w a s  J a n u a r y .

We s to p p e d  a t  the L e w is  h o u s e  a n d  h a d  a  d r in k ,  a n d  I  c a l l e d  

M a r y  L a s k e r  who i s  in v i t in g  m e  to a  b e n e f i t  d in n e r  in  New Y o r k  on 

the  18th. A nd  Jo h n  S e c o n d a r i  w ith  w hom  I  a r r a n g e d  p la n s  f o r  h im  

a n d  H e le n  J e a n  to c o m e  dow n to th e  R a n c h  o n  Sunday a n d  show  u s  th e  

■/■ m o v i e .   ’ V'"-

 ̂  A a f t e r  w h ile  d a r k  d ro v e  u s  b a c k  to  th e  R a n c h  h o u s e , a n d  

d in n e r  w i th  B ob T h o m p s o n  s t i l l  a b o a r d  a n d  A. W . ,  J a k e ,  M a r i e ,   ̂

G en ny  a n d  A sh to n .

We h a d  p o r k  ch o p s  a n d  tu rn ip  g r e e n s  a n d  c o r n  b r e a d  a n d  s w e e t  

p o t a to es  w i th  m a r s h m a l l o w s .  A nd the  p e a c h e s  a n d  sour c r e a m .   A nd  

I  w a tc h e d  n e a r l y  a l l  of m y  f a v o r i t e  th in g s  go by  w i th  a  g r o a n .  S t i l l  

h o p in g  to  a t t a in  a n d  h o ld  th a t  115.

A nd then  e a r l y  I  w e n t  to b e d  w ith  a  f e e l in g  of f a i r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

in  the  day . ;V '


