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the country 1mper1led/; )lV1th Aglow/e s been baskmg 1n/d/1mmed

"""».","feelmg -- for sornebody else who has carrled the burden. He sat on -
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IL._‘..It! was a luckless day of.\‘;vakin‘g very early ;'- before A6:(.)0' .-:—"
for both of us, and fitful sle‘ep thereafter»until. about 800 :

V _ ;Tohn svas .coming tol s.pend.the ‘iday.with L‘yndOn'-f.l,‘. the m(orning";”‘f
‘herge.at‘our Ranch looking' at the coastal Bermuda And thendown t‘??. s
see h1s ’new 12, 000 acre ranch' close to thve Mexlcan"bor:‘der. |

o I-le c‘am e 1n about. 8:3'0; and \‘;vev all had’ -coftee togetherln the

: d_bedroom.

A cloud has passed over Lyndon s day s1nce f1rst he heard

' ab'out Pres1dent Elsenhower s bemg stncken. : He 1s.‘sad, -qu1et The

..4.

i alumlnum CI'lSlS 1s much more 1mperat1ve He sees the prosperlty of il "

Pre51dent E1senhower s 1llness tOuches a tender spot - a sent1mental

: the edge of the bed and told John of the troubles he faced John,

a l1ttle grayer and very handsome, was full of talk about hlS Ranch. -

_Part;_ .of;it is in‘.the Winter’ gar_den and is in'.'v.'egeta.‘bles.

| ":When-they had 1eft, Iworked on‘the"mail and sléned plctures —-...‘/..
:three doz.en' or so_-. to the a‘ctors who hadigi\vren their, tlmeand talent :
to the "'Salute for Congress"';' And I made a'.'stack of teleéhone calls |

to B:ll Heath and Harry Ransom about the meetmg on Thursday, . to "'

L Walter Washmgton about gomg to work on the Terrell School, that the ) |

rmoney from our Soc1ety for a More Beautlful Washmgton, to, Mr. Carter




w1nd1ng track of the Pedernales to th1nk what fun 1t would be to

it.

' And‘then:clear,' '.nli>mes'to-ne. pools deep and q_u"i:et a.nd then other falls

llmestone rock Wlth clearly deflned d1fferent strata runmng through i

1t 11ke a. r1bbon.t I w1shed I knew the story of wha.t these d1fferent
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| about commg on Frlday, to Bess about the Chrlstmas hst. And |

then I learned around noon that Lyndon and John and Merr111 had

left be_fore__lun_oh. I thought what should I do W1th the afternOOn

b

' stretch‘é'dvb'efore me. I looked down from the hehcopter to the v

o follow';'it'.for miles and m‘iwles"and_miles. And yet I have not walked

fall with a steady song that you could hear as far as you could see ~*

. Downstream there was a series Ofvsm_all_.w‘wa‘shboa‘rd faults, - @ -

that were Just 11ke a serles of steppmg stones across the river. ’»

: v'You alrnost thought you could walk them. 4 And then suddenly there L

 would be a gap through Whlch the water rushed tumultuously

ln front of me downstream a cliff rose s.harply' --‘layers of -




. heron,‘a deer, and what we thought was a raccoon,

at the Ranch all fall -- the muskrat or coypu -- lumbenng, a.Wkwa.rd

T ugly w1th a humped up back a.nd a long thm}@ ta1l he hurrzed mto h1s
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colors and textures and kinds of rock meant. At tim_es the cliff actually .

 overhung the river, and I could see a cactus or a persimmon or yucca
' clinging."pfecipitodely to its edge. And som etimes along the face of it =
- picturesque shrubs covered with pale pink blossoms. Iclimbedup

'clos.'e,'ahl'l found it had a faint odor._e.nd_. was full of bees, -

.. . Soon we came to the swallow's nests or high-rise apartments

G oof the;'eﬁ}nfher be‘-for:e.,‘:-_- all deserted now -- hundr'ed'e‘of‘therh i—":'.llt_tle : ' .

‘honeyﬂ mbed along the cl1ff's edge. But't‘hoiil'g;h,the éwauov&s‘we}é gone

the r1ver ﬂow was stlll full of l1fe. A blue kmgﬁsher cha.ttered angrlly

at my vapproach, d1sturb1ncr hlS domaln. The sand plpers on theu- long

legs hopped along the sand bars or shr1lled off in f11ght

And once 1n a spot of mud we came upon some pefect tracks of a b1g

~ The going we.e rough because the‘r’éj‘were boulders as bigas |

a truck:a'.ll along .t-he rvivei:t_o; bed,’ é._hd' grave.l,be;rs',and evivclence;of_t.he_ . .

“last ;:_r'i,s”e?‘ar_ld the rise befox_-e' that, ‘clearv u'p‘.'a"longr"the’ cliff's edge. -

 Suddenly I heard a rustling, scurrying noise. And right in fromt’ .

of me, not more than 10 feet, was an animal I have been waitino to See o

onde;’water apa.rtment -- _a__,eort,oi a pothole in the limestone. I looked
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‘down and all was water. He completely dlsappeared

And we walked and wa.lked and the ‘sun was by turns hot) Jf(nd

‘_thenh_\‘:‘vheh it went ,behind a cloud,‘ a chill of Fall set in. I WlShed 1t

was go:od--iyading weather because ]_Zwould_adore to get to the otherw T ; -

.- side of the river.
ar-down I could see a wonderful stand of cypress trees beginning

L 't'a-.’tur coppercolored and drop thei..rk'lea'\}eg-.;&;': We had seen.a b1gclear

pool own ther1ver1n frontofusaways. Butnow somehugeboulders

"vhi'd’:from,- "i:’ew.v :'}‘\'n'd_suddenl‘y' 'tw'of mallardsrose from 1tr1ght overour o e .

— heads, makmg my heart leap. ,‘

Often the s1de of the c11ff was black and damp And here and there

'mvthere was 'a .dr1p of water. But nothlng hke the w0nderfuf "3 Sprmgs“

'Where the Water °°mes gushmg fOrth from some underground beneﬁcence S

in limitless abundance. I asked A W. 1f it had ever been dry‘. I thought |

about these parched years of drOught. He sa1d not in anybody s memory

_had rt:ic_‘;e.a.sed to ﬂ.ow I.”'I‘he’ret__.'wasl watercvre:eeta‘ll around one of the
sIPring_s-:.‘}'I- wanted 'eb"'éat“éorr,i? bl_lt_'vt‘,-'?uhd that ‘I.Was. too'civil:\ized.' S
© 'There were 50 many intriguing rock formations. One looked
like a path, a series of blg round ‘circles.,‘ .abou‘t a.foot acros.s, bda._rker :

in color than the surrounding'white 'limestone’.-' I wondered if it COuld .

- “have: been trees of long ago that had been buned m sand and becomev

. petr1f1ed and thlS Was a cross sect1on of them 1a1d bare by some
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angus acro-s's the riv_er.' This would help me pinpoint with A.W. whose "
" . Ranch We \ivere cn. 1 think it was onr own !'3 SpringS‘_"’on this si?ié.
o But whose across ') And very frequently chmbmg up the face of the

chff -- goats - those dehghtful clowns of the h111 country
: and highest I was awa_re Of?' steady humming sound'-- a deep‘ sort‘,pf- .}

la .;coa'r; A,:I v'vcn_dered if it 'catn;e fiornwithin the cliff, Ccnld it'heﬁ,s‘olrne S

~ underground water or was this just an echo chamber ? Then we got . .

‘his new Ranch, eating a big Mexican lnnch_, ‘aﬁnc»l ended up éhiioeophi'zing o
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diastrophic movement. Once we‘ came upon a snake skin about four _ )
N feet long rlght across my path. It had been discarded by a rattle_'sna_ke-.

How many months ago I w0nder? And’it W'as' a total'shell, beautiful

m arkings on the b(_)ttOm. And plenty of 11fe of today.v A herd of,_bla'ck' _

;;,'.As we walfced back under the place where the chff was steepest |

the playback from_the. falls a half rnilevo:i- so away. Iasked my Agent :

~ and he could hear it too, It was not until we were within just a block
"' “or so of the cars that I began to feel real tired. Andas we climbedin. =

we looked_ at the peddmeter'and it was A3-_1/4’rvnilesv -- a gcbd adventnrous"

~ walk, but far from following the river dox_;v"n't to _Whe re it enters the lower

Colorado..
 And we returned to the R.anch and I signed 26 books on the .”Art e

of the White House" as gifts for the secretaries for Christnx_as while -

' we watched the".fi'revand.Lylrndd_n told us about his visit w‘it;thohn,A“‘s_eeing_ S
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that he gu'essed evefy' man's own land l‘ooked best to him. I could
see he was quite smuggei about his ranches.
.~~~ We were a small group for dinn1er -~ just six of us. After
: - |

- Zdinnerﬂ“f;;’}'e,ca.'lled Mrs. Eisenhower. Her'voic’e is usua.llyv 50 ga.y’a‘nd .

- animai':ed'." She would be chee'rmg comp‘any 'fof enyene who was ill

- c'>'rﬁ.that'“c'e>rried tbe j&vei'g‘l-n: of worry And she sa.ld "'Now we will‘juei .
. . . U S . - . 1 - .

' ,have 't wa.lt..

i ‘,iLYndori's'-’unfa'.ilihg eence'rh for th‘efo':'rr'ner Pfe_Sidents --a sbft-

of bond that he seems to feel w1th them‘ - 1s a marked cha.ra.cterlstlc 3 -

-
S N ’
" that hasf"érown in this ofﬁce._ o [ |

} tomorrlew will be a big day.

We are d1sappomted We thoaght the General would be : _" o

't‘hav_‘e to Wa_.lt. and“see’. L R -




