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S a tu rd a y

S a t u r d a y ,  November 1 3 ,  was a c o m p le te  e s c a p i s t

d a y .  A b s o lu t el y  o u t  o f  my l i f e  a s  F i r s t  L ad y .  Lynda 

B i r d  h a d  come out from  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  th e  n i gh t  b e f o r e .

She c l im b e d  on h e r  d a d d y 's  b e d  a b o u t  8 :0 0  o ' c lo c k

S a tu r d a y  m o rn in g  and we h a d  a  good lo n g  t a l k .   T hey

h a v e  become more a n d  more c o n g e n i a l  and  u n d e r s t a n d i n g

o f  e a c h  o t h e r  a s  sh e  h a s  grown u p .  And she i s  one of t h e  
j

g r e a t  p lu s ses and s a t i s f a c t i o n s i n  h i s  l i f e .   She an d  I  

were g o in g  to  i n d u lg e  o u r s e l v e s  in  a  t r i p  t o  see  

I n d i a n  p i c t o g r a p h s .   We h a d  t a l k e d  a b o u t  i t  a l l  f a l l ,  

and s u d d e n ly  t h e r e  was a  f r e e  S a tu r d a y  and enough  

d a r i n g  t o  b r e a k  th e  b o n d s  o f  a p p o in t e d  d u t i e s .   And 

so we w ere  o f f  i n  th e  Q u e e n a i re  w i th  D ale , Meeks 

p i l o t i n g , a r r i ving a t  A lp in e  T exas  a b o u t  ten,  w h e r e  

i t  a l l  came a b o u t .  C h a r l e s  T u n n e l l ,  one o f  t h o s e  who 

w ro te  th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  C o u n t ry ,  a b o u t  th e  l i f e  o f  

e a r l y  I n d i a n  t r i b e s  in  T e x a s ,  p r e h i s t o r i c  o n e s ,  h a d  

t o l d  me about in t e r e s t i n g  I n d i a n  d ra w in g s  on c a v e s  i n  

t h e  A m is tad  a r e a  o f  th e  a r i d  p a r t s  o f  West T exas 

and th e n  N ancy  N e g le y  h a d  s a i d  "oh  y e s ,  we h a v e  some 

I n d ia n  d ra w in g s  on c a v e s  a t  my m o t h e r - i n - l a w s  r a n c h .  

th e  C a t to  r a n c h . "   So t h i s  d a y  we w ere  o f f  t o  the  

C a tto  Ra n c h  t o  see I n d ia n  p i c t o g r a p h s .   Mr. C a t to ,  

a  l e a n  s p a r e  man w i th  a  w h i te  m u s ta ch e ,  and a  v e r y
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g e n i a l  mann e r ,  m et u s  a t  th e  a i r p o r t ,  and  h i s  f o r e -  

man, T r a v i s  R o b e r t s  - -  r i g h t  up o u t  o f  th e  e a r t h  o f   

W est T ex as .  L e a t h e r s k i n n e d ,  c ra g g y  f a c e d ,  he lo o k e d  

l i k e  he c o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  f i t t e d  i n t o  a n y th in g  

b u t  we s t e r n  c l o t h e s .  We d ro v e  a b o u t  a n  h o u r  to  t h e i r

r a n c h .   A s m a l l  u n p r e t e n t i o u s  h o u s e , g a y  on t h e    

i n s i d e  w i th  M exican  p a inti n g s  and  r u g s  and b o w ls  a n d  

o l d  a r t i f a c t s  o f  th e  c o u n t r y .  A l i t t l e  swimming ppo!-' 

on th e t e r r a c e  o u t s i d e  a s  you lo o k  up t o  a  grand  v iew  

o f  t h e  m o u n ta in .  We p i c k e d  up Mrs. C a t t o , with a g r e a t  

b a s k e t  o f  p i c n i c  l u n c h  a n d  s t a r t e d  o u t  i n  t h e i r  

c a r  - -  a  s o r t  o f  s t a t i o n  wagon e q u ip p e d  f o r  h u n t i n g .  

A b e d  makes down a n d  t h e r e  i s  a  p l a c e  f o r  g u n s ,  two

Ca t t o s  a n d  Lynda B i r d  a n d  me and  T ra v is  R o b e r t s .  And 

b e h in d  us i n  a  J e e p ,  t h e  R o b e r t s  two sons and  th e  

S e c r e t  S e r v i c e .   And t h e n  we beg an  th e  m ost i n t e r -

e s t i n g  s i x  h o u r s !   J u s t  w ha t I  l i k e d  m o s t .   West 

T ex as  was new to  me.  We d ro v e  th r o u g h  a d r y  v a l l e y  

f u l l  o f  s t a g - h o r n  c a c t u s  with w hat I  th o u g h t  a t  

f i r s t  w ere  y e l lo w  b lo s s o m s .   I t  t u r n e d  o u t  to  be 

m u l t i t u d e s  o f  s e e d  p o d s .   I t  was bone dr y ,  v e g e t a t i o n  

was s p a r s e and  i t  l o o k e d l i k e  wha t  was l e f t  o v e r   

when the w o r ld  was m a d e . . . A few  m e s q u i t e ,  d e s e r t  

be low  and  s u d d e n ly  b e h in d  o n e ,  a  huge b l a c k - t a i l e d  

d e e r ,  a  b u ck  a lm o s t  t w i c e  a s  l a r g e  as t h o s e  we 

h a v e  in  B lan c o  C o u n ty .  H is  e a r s  w ere  so  b i g  and t h a t
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i s  why t h e y  a r e  c a l l e d  m ule deer .  T h is  i s  a c o u n t r y

b e lo v e d  by  a r c h e o l o g i s t s  a n d  g e o l o g i s t s  a nd p a r t i e s

fro m  a l l  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  come i n  th e  summe r  t im e  on

f i e l d  t r i p s .  I t  was on one s u c h  f i e l d  t r i p  h e r e  a t

th e  C a t to  Ra n c h  t h a t  th e  p a r t y  un e a r t h e d  a  d i n o s a u r

o v e r  a p e r i o d  o f  s e v e r a l  m o n th s ,  c a r t e d  i t  o f f ,

w i t h o u t  notifying th e  o b l i g i n g  C a t to s  who h a d  g iv e n  th em  per -

m is s io n  t o  e x p l o r e ,  a n d  t h e n  asked  th e  C a t to s  i f  

t h e y  would l i k e  t o  e r e c t  a  b u i l d i n g  a t  th e  s c h o o l  

t o  h o u s e  t h e  d in o s a u r !   We w e re  a p p r o a c h in g  t h e  

m ountains  a n d  i t  a p p e a re d  we w ere  g o in g  r i gh t  i n t o  

/  ^ th em , t h r o u gh a  c l e f t  w i th  a  d e l i g h t f u l  name o f

D o u b t fu l  Canyon.  The r o a d  wound a lo n g  th e  f l o o r  o f  

t h e  c a n y o n  w here  once  and  r e p e a t e d l y  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r  

t h e r e  i s  a  s t r e a m .  On each  s i d e  t h e  w a l l s  to w e r  

to  th e  m ost m a rv e lo u s  f o r m a t i o n s .  One r i g h t  in  

f r o n t  o f  u s  - -  was j u s t  l i k e  t h e  e n t r a n c e  to  a  

c a t h e d r a l . . .  c a r v e d an d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  s t a n d -  

i n g  f o r t h  l i k e  th e  m a s t e r p i e c e  o f  some g i a n t  r a c e  

o f  a r c h i t e c t s .   A n d  th e n  t h e y  p o i n t e d  o u t  "th e

doughn u t  h o l e " -- a p e r f e c t  l i t t l e  h o l e  so  many f e e t

above us th o u g h  t h a t  i t  was p r o b a b ly  s i x  f e e t

J

a c r o s s  w i th  a  r i n g  o f  r o c k  a ro u n d  i t . .  And t h e r e  . 

was some "mushroom s" and th e r e  was a l l  s o r t  o f  s h a p e s  

f o r  y o u r  i m a g i n a t i o n .   The m ost d e l i g h t f u l  t h i n g  o f  

a l l  was th e  b r i l l i a n t   b lu e  s k y ,  t h e  b r i ght  s u n s h in e
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and  th e  u t t e r  s e n s e  o f  b e in g  t h e  o n ly  p e o p le  who 

h a d  e v e r  fo u n d  D o u b t fu l  Canyon. The s t r e a m  was 

q u i t e  d r y , but̂  t h e r e  was a  l i t t l e  more v e g e t a t i o n  

h e r e ... W a l n u t  t r e e s ,  y e l lo w  w i th  th e  to u c h  o f  f a l l  

and  a s  we ro d e  there^ b e g a n  to  be some w h i te  o a k .

Then some Mexican p i n o n  - -  s m a l l , p i c t u r e s q u e ,  

p e r f e c t  Xma s  t r e e s ,  so many o f  th em . The mule d e e r  

were p l e n t i f u l .  T r a v i s  R o b e r t s  s a i d ,  do you t h i n k  

t h e y  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  se e  th e  r o c k  wh e r e  t h e  I n d i a n s  

u s e d  t o  s h a r p e n  t h e i r  t o o l s ?   We w a lk ed  a  ways 

to w a rd  an o v e r - h a n g in g  l e d g e  an d  t h e r e  was a  huge  

ro u n d  r o c k ,  s c a r r e d  w i t h  many many l i t t l e  wedges^ 

b y  lo n g  d e ad  i n d i a n s .  How lo n g  a g o ,  s f  h u n d re d s  o r  ' 

i s  i t  t h o u s a n d s  of y e a r s ,  h a d they happ e n e d  t h e i r  

s p e a r s  and  a x e s  by  d ra w in g  them  b a c k  and f o r t h  

th r o u g h  th e  l i t t l e  s l i t .   On th e  g ro u n d  b e lo w

th e  r o c k  were en um erab le  l i t t l e  p i e c e s  o f  f l i n t ,  

b ro k e n  b i t s  o f  t h e i r  t o o l s .  I t  p r a c t i c a l l y  sp o k e

t o  u s ,  t h i s  r o c k .  You c o u ld  see  w h e re  th e  b i g  a x e s
/

w e n t ,  t h e  s m a l l  s p e a r  p o i n t s .  And T r a v i s  R o b e r t s  

was f u l l  o f  s t o r i e s  ab ou t t h i s  c o u n t r y .  One o f  

t h e  h a p p i e s t  t h i n g s  t h a t  c an  b e f a l l  a  man i s  t o  lo v e  

th e  l a n d  he l i v e s  i n .  H e  t a l k e d  t o  us a l l  a b o u t  t h e  

g e o lo g y  - -   t h i s  r o c k  was s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h a t  p u rp o s e .  

But we m ust go on an d  se e  some o f  th e  w r i t i n g s .
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‘̂ ^ ^ F i n a l l y  we saw an o v e rh a n g in g  le d g e  in  th e  d i s t a n c e ,  

o u r  way o v e r  the  ro u g h  c a n y o n  f l o o r ,  f u l l  o f

b o u l d e r s, and h e r e  i t  a s  was I  saw my f i r s t

m adronna  t r e e - - a  b e a u t i f u l  sp e c im e n .  ^ A shy w h i te ,  

c ro o k e d  t r u n k  and  v e ry  p i c t u r e s q u e ,  l oaded  w i t h  

b r i g h t ,  r e d  b e r r i e s .   A g a in s t  t h a t  b r i l l i a n t  b lu e  s k y  

o f  We s t  T exas i t  was a  b r e a t h t a k i n g  s i g h t !  J u s t  

beyo nd  on the  l e d g e  we fo u n d  th e  I n d i a n  p i c t o g r a p h s ,  

whi c h  were a f t e r  all the work a r a t h e r  p r i m i t i v e ,  un s o p h i s t i c a t e d

t r i b e .  T h e i r  c o l o r s ,  r e d ,  b l a c k ,  s o r t  o f  m u s ta r d   

y e l lo w ,  t h e i r  d ra w in g s  g e o m e tr ic  s im p le  d e s i g n s .  

f l o o r  o f  tile l e d g e  b l a c k  w i t h  smoke.  Charles Tu n n e l ,  

o u r  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  o u r  a r c h e o l o g i s t ,  s a i d  t h e y  h a d  

p r o b a b l y  u s e d  t h i s  a s  a  s h e l t e r .   T h is  was t h e  

r e s u l t  o f  y e a r s  and y e a r s  o f  co o k in g  f i r e s .   By now we 

w ere  g e t t i n g  h u n g ry  s o we fo u n d  a p l a c e  on t h e  v a l l e y  

f l o o r ,  c o v e r e d  w i th  w h i te  p e b b l e s ,  sm oothed  b y  

many y e a r s  o f  w a t e r  a nd sh a d ed  by  w a ln u t  t r e e s ,  a n d  

s e t  o u t  ou r  p i c n i c  t a b l e .   N e v e r  h a v e  I  e n jo y e d  a  

m eal m o re !  M rs. C a t to  h ad  b r o u ght  a lo n g  a f e a s t .

Ham an d  c h e e s e s  and  d e l i c i o u s  b r e a d ,  and a  b i g  i c e d  

p a i l  o f  M exican  Bohemia b e e r .  I t  was a f t e r  l u n c h

t h a t  we fo u n d  ou r  m o st  i n t e r e s t i n g  I n d i a n  p i c t o g r a p h s. 

Q u i te  a  way, p o s s i b l y  a  m i l e  o v e r  v e ry  ro u g h  t e r r a i n  

f ro m  t h e  c a r s  and T r a v i s  R o b e r t s  w asn ’ t  s u r e  we w a n ted  

t o  do i t .   W e   di d .  So we w a lk e d  
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a lm o s t  s t r a i ght  u p ,  so  i t  seemed when you lo o k  b a c k .
We saw inn u m e ra b le  m adrona  t r e e s .  C lam bered  a ro u n d ___ _ ^
huge  b o u l d e r s  and f i n a l l y  up so  s t e e p  a s c e n t  t h a t  I

A
knew I  would b e  f r i g h t e n e d  i f  I  lo o k e d  b a c k .   And

t h e n  we w ere  on a  l e d g e ,  l o n g ,  n a r ro w ,  h u g g in g  th e

c l i f f  w i t h  a b i g  o v e rh a n g  t h a t  p r o t e c t e d  i t  f ro m  t h e

w e a t h e r .   Here,  f o r  a  l e n g t h  of a b o u t  two c i t y

b l o c k s ,  t h e r e  were d ra w in g s  on t h e  w a l l .   One o f  th e

m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  may have  been a c a l e n d a r .   I t  was

p o s s i b l y  t h i r t y  f e e t  lo n g  w i t h  l i t t l e  c r o s s  m arks  

a t  rather r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s .  The se  may h av e  been t h e  

s e a s o n s  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  Mr. T u n n e l l  s a i d ,  o r  p o s s i b l y  

e a c h  o n e a  y e a r .   Once more t h e  c o l o r s  w ere  r e d ,  

ochre y e l l o w  an d  b l a c k .   And t h e y  w ere  s o mew hat more 

s o p h i s t i c a t e d .   W ith  a l i t t l e  im a g in a t io n  you c o u ld  

make o u t  s t i c k  men.  T here  w ere  d o z e n s  --  h u n d re d s  o f
  them .  We to o k  p i c t u r e s ,  we f e l t  l i k e  d i s c o v e r e r s .   

 
We w ere  h a v in g  a m arv e lo u s  d a y !  A l l  t h e  time we h a d  

b e e n  c l im b in g  and t h e  ___, th e  s t a g h o r n  c a c t u s ,  t h e

v a l l e y  b e lo w  w ere g i v i n g  away s t e a d i l y  t o  p i n o n  a n d

t h e  m adrona  t r e e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a lo n g  t h e  b e d s  o f

l i t t l e  s t r e a m s  w i th  their t r u n k s  so c ro o k e d  and  p i c t u r e s q u e   

g r a y  t o  a s h y  w h i te  b e f o r e  t h e  b a r k  f l a k e s  o f f  a  s o r t  

o f  a  d u l l  r e d  - -  b e r r i e s  th e  m o s t  b r i l l i a n t  r e d .   D ozens 

^  h u n d re d s  o f  them !  F i n a l l y  a  s t a n d  o f  maples ,  t h e i r

f o l i a g e  s t i l l  b r i l l i a n t .  Crimson and  s c a r l e t
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b u t  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  t h e i r  p r im e .   I t  e x c i t e s  me to

t h i n k  why  t h e y  s h o u ld  b e  t h e r e ,  so  f a r  from  t h e

o r d i n a r y  h a b i t a t  o f  m a p le s .   I t ' s  p e c u l i a r  t o  th e

s m a l l  a r e a  o f  th e  B ig Bend c o u n t r y .   By now we a r e

a b o u t  5800 f e e t  and in this h i g h  a l t i t u d e  g r a s s  was

a b u n d a n t .   The graum a and t h e  b lu e  M elee?  t h i c k  and

knee h i g h .   I  w on d e r e d  why th e  c a t t l e  d i d n ' t  come up

h e r e .   The view  was m a g n i f i c a n t .   We were w i t h i n  s i g h t

o f  t h e  B ig  Bend c o u n t r y .   T h e  Chisos M ountai ns s p r e a d

o u t  a c r o s s  th e  s k y l i n e .  But b y  a l l  odds th e  m ost

d e l i g h t f u l  p a r t  o f  i t  f e e l i n g  t h a t  i t  was a l l  o u r s.  

We w ere  t h e  o n ly  p e o p le  who h a d  e v e r  been  t h e r e ,  •

Many h a d  o f  c o u r s e .   The A paches and  Coman che s ,  a  

s c a t t e r i n g  o f  r a n c h e r s .   And ,  i n t e r e s t i n g  enou g h ,  i t

was c l o s e  to  h e r e ,  a b o u t  th e  tim e  o f  the  C i v i l  War,

that a  l i e u t e n a n t  h a d  l e d  a cam el e x p e d i t i o n  as  he  w ent

a c r o s s  T e x a s ,  t r y i n g  t o  se e  i f  cam els  w ould  make good

d r a f t  a n im a ls  f o r  t h e  Army in  t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  wo r l d .

We d e sc e n d e d  i n t o  C ha lk  V a l l e y .   The mule d e e r  were

a b u n d a n t .   And some o f  my o l d  f r i e n d  s ,  t h e  whi t e  t a i l e d

d ee r .   We saw a  covey  o f  b lu e - h e a d e d  q u a i l  -- do z en s

o f  t h e m . .. l a rg e  b i r d s  w i th  b r i g h t  b lu e  h e a d s ,  ru n n in g

a lo n g  t h e  g ro u n d  b e f o r e  t h e y  f l u s h .  Th e y  a re  s a i d  t o

be  v e ry  h a r d  h u n t i n g .   Then f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e I  s aw a

( k  c o y o t e  i n  t h e  w i l d !  He was r e a l l y  a  r a t h e r  b e d r a g g l e d

l o o k in g  a n ima l  --  a  s m a l l ,  l e a n  brown dog w i th  a  b a d  
d i s p o s i t i o n  r u n n in g  s w i f t l y  aw ay f ro m  u s .   And t h e n  

kr,? . m
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one o f  tile  b i g g e s t  d e l i g h t s  o f  t h e  day  we saw a  h e rd  

o f  a n t e l o p e !  They t o o  w ere  f a r  away and v e r y  s w i f t ,  

t h e i r  snow wh i t e  rumps b o u n d in g  away a c r o s s  t h e  f l o o r  

o f  t h e  v a l l e y .   B y now we w ere  t i r e d  and  h a p p y  and i t

was n e a r l y  f i v e  o ' c l o c k .   W e s a i d  goodbye t o  Mr.

and M rs . C a t t o .   What a  w o n d e r f u l  d a y  t h e y  had  g iv e n  

us!  And T r a v i s  Robert s . .. no h a p p e n s ta n c e  t h a t  h i s  

f i r s t  name i s  T r a v i s !   H is f a m i l y  h a s  been  a p a r t  o f  

T ex as  s i n c e  t h e  d a y s  o f  W i l l i a m B. T r a v i s , and  he has two 

s o n s .   And b a c k  t o  t he a i r p o r t  and  r e t u r n  to  th e  

r a n c h ,  w i th  C h a r le s  T u n n e l l  exp l a i n i n g  t o  us a l l  th e  

w ay so m e th in g  a b o u t  th e  I n d i a n s  whose p r i m i t i v e  a r t  

w ork we h a d  s e e n  - -  a b o u t  2 ,0 0 0  y e a r s  ago , he 

t h o u g h t ,  f o r e r u n n e r s  o f  th e  Com anches, and quite  

p r i m i t i v e s .   Back a t  th e  r a n c h  we fo u n d  J e s s e  and  

Don Thomas, Jane and  Roy B u t l e r  and th e  s t a f f , G i n n i e  

and  V ic k y ,  Jake  and  M a rv in .  We a l l  h a d  a  good 

d i n n e r  and t o l d  t a l e s  o f  o u r  a d v e n tu r e s  and  th e n  I

h a d  my  n i n e  o ' c l o c k  "a p p o in tm e n t" -- Gunsmoke.  And t o  

b e d  w i th  t h a t  d e l i c i o u s  sen s e h a v in g  s h a r e d  a day 

w i th  my d a u ght e r .   I t  was v e ry  p e c u l i a r l y  o u r  own  

s o r t  o f  d a y  - -  a r c h e o lo g y ,  e x p l o r i n g ,  b e in g  t o g e t h e r .


